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SPEECHES BY 

LORD HARD INGE OF PENSHURST. 

II.—SPEECHES MADE IN INDIA. 


1913-1914. 


MEETING. OF THE IMPERIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AT 

SIMLA. 

[A two day sitting of the Imperial Legislative Council was held 17th Sept 
at Viceregal Lodge on the 9th and ,17th September. 1913. 

lit closing the meeting His Excellency the President spoke as 
follows :—] 

As much lias occurred since I last had the occasion of 
addressing you on public affairs, I propose to avail 
myself of this opportunity to touch upon certain matters 
of importance in which my Council and public opinion 
in India may be interested. 

For many months past the horizon of Europe has 
been darkened by war and by the fear of its extension to 
an internecine struggle between the great military 
nations of Europe such as the world has never yet seen. 

That such a dire and universal calamity has been averted 
is largely due to the tact, patience and ability of a great 
statesman. Sir Edward Grey, and of other European 
statesmen who were equally determined that the deplor¬ 
able conflict in the Balkans should be localised. The 
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dreadful war that has raged in the Balkans and the loss 
of life in battle, by disease, and famine that it has 
entailed, must strike a chord of sorrow and regret in the 
hearts of all who have the least pretension to feelings of 
humanity and civilisation, and should serve as an Object- 
lesson to the nations of the world of the horrors of war 
and the impossibility of foreseeing its ultimate conse¬ 
quences. it did not, however, require the gift of pro¬ 
phecy to foresee that war between Turkey and the Bal¬ 
kan States had long been inevitable. I speak, with some 
knowledge, for, in addition to my close connection with 
Turkish'affairs when Head of the Foreign Office in Lon¬ 
don. I have spent during the course of my career in the 
Diplomatic Service no less than eight years in Turkey 
and three years in Bulgaria. The only chance of avoid¬ 
ing this war would have been to have accepted the dis¬ 
interested counsels repeatedly urged upon Turkey by 
Great Britain, and to have introduced such reforms in 
the Turkish provinces as would have satisfied the sub¬ 
jects of Turkey of different denominations who inhabited 
them. But during the reign of the former- Sultan, 
Abdul Hamid, other counsels prevailed. It was then 
that the seeds' of all the present troubles were sown. 
When the revolution of 1909 brought in constitutional 
Government, the British Government welcomed the 
change, since it held out hopes of a new ora of justice, 
reform and progress, and they gave the movement their 
encouragement, and firm support. But again a situation 
arose at Constantinople which hastened the coming dis¬ 
aster. I mention these things, not coldly, but with 
profound regret, for I have a great admiration and re¬ 
spect for the Turks of the provinces amongst whom I have 
travelled and lived absolutely alone, both in Asia Minor 
and European Turkey, and have invariably received 
from them that courtesy and hospitality that are inherent 
in their nature. It is not they, however, who have con 
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trolled the destinies of Turkey. That admirable person, 
the Turkish soldier, is, from all accounts, the same brave, 
patient and obedient hero that he ever was, but in this 
war he has never had a chance. I have taken some 
trouble to recount these facts in order to show that Great 
Britain has for many years done her utmost to assist 
Turkey with disinterested counsel and strong moral sup¬ 
port. To the last moment Great Britain did all that was 
possible to prevent the outbreak of war. Furthermore, 
ns stated by Lord Morley in the House of Lords, the 
British Government during the course of the war made 
representations to the belligerents on behalf of the 
Mahommedan population to an extent never done before. 
The British Government, who fully realise the import¬ 
ance of the existence of Turkey as an independent 
Power, and, in view of the religious interests of the 
Mahommedans of India, the necessity for the mainten¬ 
ance of the status quo as regards the Holy Places in 
Arabia, are still anxious and ready to help the Turkish 
Government to introduce reforms and good government 
and to consolidate the position of Turkey. There is 
absolutely no reason why Turkey, while pursuing a steady 
policy of reform, should not still be strong and powerful 
and the second greatest Mahommedan Power in the 
world. Her recent reverses may, it is hoped, have the 
effect of awakening and renovating the administration 
of Turkey. 

Turning to Persia, another Mahommedan Power, I 
can only repeat what I have said in connection with 
Turkey, viz ., that His Majesty’s Government are 
sincerely desirous of seeing a strong Government in 
Persia that will introduce reforms and restore order in 
the provinces, especially in Southern Persia, where India 
has so many commercial interests at stake. In proof of 
our disinterested attitude towards Persia, we have 
recently lent that Government a considerable sum of 
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money, of which a portion was ear-marked for the crea¬ 
tion of a force of gendarmerie under Swedish officers; 
and as ;oon as this force had come into being, we with¬ 
drew the regiment of Central India Horse that had been 
despatched to Shiraz for the protection of our Consulate. 
We have no desire to do anything in Persia to weaken 
its position of Sovereignty and independence, and we 
sincerely hope that the anarchy, which has prevailed for 
some years past in Southern Persia, and which has 
entailed serious losses on British and Indian trade with 
Persia, will lie replaced in the near future by security 
and sound Government. We therefore welcome the 
creation of the gendarmerie under Swedish officers and 
wish it every success. 

I am also glad to be able to announce that we have 
come to a friendly agreement with Turkey, which is 
mutually satisfactory, to the advantage and best interests 
of the two Governments in the Persian Gulf and Mesopo¬ 
tamia. I need hardly point out that such a consum¬ 
mation is a better proof than any declaration that I can 
make of the desire of the British Government to main¬ 
tain the independence of Turkey and the most friendly 
relations with that Power. 

Now, I would like to interpolate here one word of 
friendly warning and advice to the Mahotmmedan com¬ 
munity of India, and that is, not to forget that they 
form part of a great Empire, and not to give an unreason¬ 
able interpretation to the idea of Islamic solidarity. I 
would also urge upon them in the most friendly spirit to 
do all in their power to cultivate calmness of judgment, 
self-restraint and breadth of view in their consideration 
of questions affecting the foreign policy of the Empire 
as a whole. 

On our North-Western Frontier peace has happily 
prevailed. There have been the usual inroads of outlaws 
and lawless tribesmen from across the frontier, which 
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always entail some casualties amongst our troops and 
frontier militia, but I am glad to think that, thanks to 
the energy and gallantry of our troops and militia, the 
raider; have suffered much more severely than our 
troops, and have received no encouragement to continue 
their tactics. 

In Tibet, on our Northern Frontier, the situation 
has for some time been one of constant anxiety. The 
Chinese Government have been in conflict with the 
Tibetans, who have succeeded in expelling the Chinese 
from Lhasa. At the same time there lias been a good 
deal of fighting between the Chinese and Tibetans on the 
Northern and Eastern Frontiers of Tibet, of which the 
details are somewhat obscure. In view of the fact that 
Tibet is actually on our Northern Frontier, the Govern¬ 
ment of India have been unable to regard with equani¬ 
mity the continually changing situation in that country, 
and a Conference has therefore been summoned at Simla, 
where accredited representatives of the Governments of 
China and Tibet will meet the representatives of the 
Government of India, and after due discussion will, it 
is hoped, succeed in coming to a decision upon the future 
status and limits of Tibet. 

In the North-East we have established posts on our 
administrative frontier, and have thus removed any 
cause for future conflict with China. 

It will thus be seen that, as far as the Government of 
India are concerned, our external relations are peaceful 
and satisfactory. 

I would now like to say a few words on the subject 
of the position of Indians in the self-governing Colonies 
of the British Empire, I would preface my remarks by 
saying that this is a question to which the Government 
of India attach the greatest possible importance, and in 
which l take a very deep interest. It is, however, an 
extremely difficult question to handle, not only in view 
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of the extreme sensitiveness of the Colonial Govern¬ 
ments to any interference with their legislative indepen¬ 
dence in administrative matters, but also on account of 
the objections raised by the inhabitants of the Colonies 
to Asiatic immigration of any kind except as inden¬ 
tured labourers. Nevertheless, the Government of India 
fully recognise their responsibilities, and that it is their 
duty io do their utmost to maintain the equality of our 
Indian fellow-subjects with our Colonial fellow-subjects, 
and to lose no opportunity of bringing their views before 
the Government of the King-Emperor. 

I think that the Government of India may honestly 
claim that they have spared no efforts to prefect the 
Interests of our Indian fellow-subjects in the Colonies. 
Since the year 1910 we have been in constant corre¬ 
spondence with the Secretary of State on the subject of 
grievances of Indians in the Colonies, and we shall con¬ 
tinue to urge out views until redress is obtained. We 
have, as Hon’ble Members are perhaps aware, a Com¬ 
mission composed of a member of the Civil Service and 
an Indian gentleman of industrial experience, who at 
the present moment are visiting those Crown Colonies to 
which indentured emigration is still permitted with u 
view to making a thorough investigation into the condi¬ 
tions of employment of Indians, and generally into their 
position and treatment in those Colonies. We have not 
ignored the disabilities of Indians and their families in 
Canada, and we have at last succeeded in obtaining that 
temporary permits to British Indian subjects desiring 
to visit Canada will be issued in all proper cases. There 
are other points that we have submitted to the Secretary 
of State as requiring redress, and we have laid special 
stress on the right of entry of the wives and children of 
Indians who have acquired Canadian domicile. The 
question of Indian immigration into South Africa is still 
under discussion with the Colonial Government, and I 
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am in hopes that some of the defects of the Bill recently 
passed by the Colonial Parliament may yet be remedied. 
What I w ish to assure Hon’ble Members of Council and 
the Indian public generally is that the Government of 
India are keenly jealous of the welfare of our Indian 
tel low-subjects in British Colonies and elsewhere, and 
that we Watch carefully over their interests. We work 
quietly and steadily, and we believe that in this way 
our efforts are more likely to meet with success. 

Having dealt in a somewhat cursory manner with the 
external affairs of India, I will now touch lightly on a 
few points connected with the internal affairs of this 
Empire. 

I am happy to think that the material prosperity of 
India has been quite phenomenal. During the year 
1912, the imports of merchandise rose from £92 millions 
to £107 millions, while the exports rose from £160 mil¬ 
lions to £164 millions, and the total trade from £244 
millions to £271 millions. These last figures show a net 
increase of £27 millions, or 11 per cent. In rate of pro¬ 
gression, India therefore compares favourably with any 
of the principal countries of the world. Under present 
circumstances, there is no reason why this prosperity 
should not continue, although it would be wise not to 
raise our hopes too high. 

I am glad to say that, treating India as a whole, 
peace and prosperity xuay he said generally to prevail, 
hut there has been, 1 am sorry to say, an appalling 
increase of lawlessness and of violent crime in the 
Northern and Western Punjab. The Lieutenant-Gover¬ 
nor in a very able speech in August last denounced the 
situation as a blot on the administration and a disgrace 
to the community. He at the same time urged the co¬ 
operation of the people with the authorities to remove 
this disgrace by using their influence to prevent crime 
and their knowledge to secure the detection and punish- 
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incut of criminals. Should such co-operation fail, and* 
the means of punishment prove inadequate, the Local 
Government will not hesitate to propose such changes as 
may he necessary to secure the protection of life and 
property and to combat crime with success. I trust 
that, with the co-operation of the people, no such mea¬ 
sures will be necessary. 

There has been elsewhere another centre of disturb¬ 
ance, where I hope and trust that, with the growing co¬ 
operation of the inhabitants, normal conditions may he 
soon restored. I allude to the regrettable recrudescence 
of dacoities that has taken place during the past few 
months in the eastern part of Bengal, some of them being 
of a particularly savage character. I do not want to 
exaggerate the importance of these deplorable incidents, 
but one may well ask the cause and origin of such acts 
in a Presidency where any excuse for disorder and unrest 
has been removed by the gracious announcements of the 
King-Emperor, and it would be difficult to find an 
answer to this enquiry. Some of these dacoities perpe¬ 
trated by so-called bhadralog have been described as 
political dacoities. Personally I fail to see any difference 
between an ordinary daeoitv and a political dacoity. 
They are both crimes of a heinous description, while the 
perpetrators, be they bhadralog or others, are all 
criminals of equal degree, the bhadralog being, if any¬ 
thing, worse than the others, since from their position 
they have not tire same temptation brought on by want 
and misery, and from their education they ought to know 
better. It is a source of profound regret to me that 
students from schools and colleges should, on more than 
one occasion, have taken part in such proceedings. Very 
different indeed was the conduct of those students from 
the schools and colleges and University of Calcutta who 
went to the relief of the unfortunate sufferers from the 
recent terrible floods, who were in danger of death from 
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hunger or drowning. Those are the young men whom 
vvo can honestly and heartily admire for their courage 
and endurance. 

I trust that some of those ill-advised young men who 
engage in daeoities may take my words to heart and turn 
over a new leaf, for the injury inflicted on respectable 
families, by the acts of some of their younger members 
under the evil influences to which unfortunately they 
are often exposed in some of their schools and colleges, 
has become a serious matter in Bengal, and calls fox- 
active co-operation on the part of the respectable bulk of 
the population with the authorities to ensure internal 
peace, without which it is impossible to secure the pro¬ 
gress and development of the Presidency which we all 
desire to see. 

There have also been, as we all know, sad events at 
Oawnpore, to which I am unable to refer, since they are 
still sub judi.ee ; but I may be permitted to say that they 
have caused me deep distress, and that I am full of sor¬ 
row for the innocent widows and orphans in the losses 
they have sustained. At the same time I wish to assure 
you that there is, and has been, absolutely no change in 
the policy of Government towards the religious beliefs 
and usages of the subjects of the King-Emperor in India, 
to whom freedom from molestation or disquiet by reason 
of their religious faith and the enjoyment of equal and 
impartial protection of the law in their religious observ¬ 
ances are assured. 

The deep interest that we all take in the progress of 
education in India induces me to make a few remarks 
on the subject. We have not forgotten His Majesty’s 
inspiring message which still rings in our ears, and I 
and my Government will leave no stone unturned i o 
realise the hopes enshrined in that gracious utterance. 
From the very outset I and my Government have been 
deeply interested in all that goes to develop and improve 
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'■(lucidion in India. When 1 assumed charge of the office 
Viceroy, the total public expenditure on education 
was just less than 4 erores of rupees. Since that date 
!rr..tils have been made by my Government to Local Gov¬ 
ernments (o the extent of 4 erores 79 lakhs non-recurring, 
and 1 crore 15 lakhs recurring. This is but the begin¬ 
ning o( a policy which we hope to develop as rapidly as 
the financial situation permits. 

In view of these facts and of the actions of myself 
and my Government, 1 am somewhat surprised to see, in 
certain quarters, hints, statements or suspicions that wo 
contemplate the arrest, or the extinction, of higher edu¬ 
cation, Out of the grants that I have mentioned, a sum 
of over 125 lakhs non-recurring and over 27-| lakhs recur¬ 
ring has been allotted to University, College, and second- 
ai\ education, not without criticisms from some sides 
that higher and secondary education should look after 
themselves, and that the entire resources of the State 
should be concentrated on primary education. 

<>ur policy has been laid down in the Resolution of 
(lie 21st I'ebruary, and I challenge anyone to say that 
it is not both liberal and progressive. 

You may rest assured that there is absolutely no 
foundation whatever in the rumours that my Govern¬ 
ment; looks with little favour on higher education, 
whether in secondary schools nr in colleges or in Universi¬ 
ties. We have set before ourselves a high ideal. W'e 
desire to give the young generation of India, by means 
of. improved education, as good n chance in life as wo 
Englishmen have received. We desire, above all, to 
cultivate high intellectual and moral character in institu¬ 
tions where the general tone is one of sound learning and 
instruction tempered by healthy emulation in sports. At 
the same time I would wish that the youth of India 
should be taught wisely and well to be truly patriotic, 
to serve their country with unselfish devotion, to appro- 
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dale to tlie full their own great historical traditions, 
and to take a pride in belonging to the land in which 
they were born. As a father myself, I can sympathise 
with the parents of India in their aspirations for their 
children. I hope to see the young generation of the 
schools and Universities of this land grow up into honest, 
able and clever men who will play their part, not only 
in the administration, but also in the social, moral and 
materia] development of this great Empire with a clear 
perception of responsibility, and a true appreciation of 
their duty to the Empire, to their families and to them¬ 
selves, And. when I think of the students, whom I have 
had the pleasure of seeing* in different parts of India, 
and with many of whom I have had the advantage of 
conversation, I am filled with a feeling of hope and enthu¬ 
siasm, It is to the students that my heart goes out, and 
I feel that no sacrifice is too great for their welfare and 
for their education, for with them and their posterity lie 
the future of this land and the destiny of India 

With these few remarks I conclude, and I now 
declare this session adjourned. 


OPENING OF THE HARDINGE HOSPITAL AT 
DHARMPOLIE. 

[On Friday the 19th September His Excellency the Viceroy jpth Kept, 
opened the Hospital, the foundation stone of which he had luid two 19)3. 
years ago. 

In asking the Viceroy to declare the Hospital open, His High¬ 
ness the Maharaja of Patiala read the following address :— 

Your Excellency ,—On the occasion of the laying of the founda¬ 
tion stone of this hospital by Your Excellency, in October 1911, I 
explained that its primary object would be to treat advanced cases 
of consumption, and thus serve as an adjunct to the King Edward 
Sanatorium. I explained at the same time that, as J had long 
realised the necessity of building a hospital for my subjects in the 
villages surrounding Dharmpore, and that as it was pointed out to 
ino by medical experts that, with proper precautions, advanced 
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cases of consumption could be treated in a General Hospital, with¬ 
out any risk of infection to non-consumptive patients, 1 decided to 
make the institution adaptable for both purposes. 

Iho hospital, as Your Excellency will presently see, is provided 
with bacteriological and analysis rooms, and is woil equipped from 
the standpoint of a Consumption Hospital. The wards, which are 
airy and well-lighted, can accommodate twelve in-patients, Should 
necessity ariso to increase tho accommodation, this can ho easily 
done by building cottages on the land to the west which also belongs 
to tbo hospital. 

The staff of the hospital consists of a medical officer of tho 
Assistant Surgeon grade, who has received special training in the 
Kasnuli Research Institute for a period of six mouths, a Laboratory 
Assistant, Compounders, Dais and tho menial staff. The hospital 
will be under the supervision of the medical advisor to my State. 

Tho cost of the hospital buildings has been about its. 1)0,000 and 
of the equipment about Its. 7,000. I have further agreed to contri¬ 
bute Bk. 15,000 towards the scheme of a good water-supply, both 
for this hospital and tho King Edward Sanatorium. 

In conclusion, I must express my deep indebtedness to Your 
Excellency for your keen sympathy with this hospital, the first of its 
kind in India. It was very kind of Your Excellency to permit ino 
to call it after the name of your illustrious grandfather, who was 
one of tho truest friends Patiala State ever lias had. On 3rd October 
1011 Your Excellency was pleased to break journey here on your 
tv ay up from Delhi to Simla to lay the foundation stone of this 
hospital, and to-day you have very kindly travelled down to open it. 

I earnestly wish and pray that this institution may, with tho 
blessing of God, effectually serve its object, and bo tho means of 
saving many lives and relieving physical suffering due to disease in 
all aspects, 

May I now request Your Excellency to unlock the main door with 
this key and declare it open? 

In reply His Excellency spoke as follows :—] 

} our Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen ,—Upon the 
stone which 1 laid two years ago has now arisen this 
imposing building with several very modern improve¬ 
ments, such as the new form of heating apparatus by 
radiators, and a new form of gas-lighting. There was, 

I understand, at one time considerable difficulty regard- 
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ing the water-supply, but thanks to the generosity of 
Your Highness and of a liberal and large-hearted philan¬ 
thropist, who has forbidden mo to mention his name, 
that the problem is in a fair way of solution, and we hope 
to get an excellent supply of water from a curious old 
tunnel at Barogh, six miles away. 

This institution starts therefore under the happiest 
auspices, but I want to emphasise the fact that it does 
not stand alone, but is part of a general scheme, of 
which the sanatorium over the way is the complement, 
and I earnestly appeal to Your Highness to make it your 
business to see that these two institutions work together 
hand in hand, and in complete harmony. 

The sanatorium is for the treatment of early and cur¬ 
able cases, the hospital for the reception of more advanced 
cases. Patients, directly they pass the firs! stage of the 
disease in the sanatorium, should he transferred to the 
hospital, and bed-ridden cases should in no case remain 
at the sanatorium, while convalescent cases at the hospi¬ 
tal should be transferred to the sanatorium before they 
are allowed to return to their homes. I should hardly 
have thought it necessary to mention this matter, but 
for the fact that the two institutions are not under identi¬ 
cal management, for the sanatorium, which owed its 
inception to the brain, ever busy with schemes for the 
benefit of suffering humanity, of our lamented friend, 
Mr. Malabari, and its inauguration to the hearty co¬ 
operation and generous assistance of Your Highness, is 
under the control of a Committee, while the hospital is 
the creation of Your Highness alone, and will be worked 
by officials of the Patiala State under the direct orders 
of Your Highness. 

There should, however, he a perfect understanding 
between the two, and to that end I would venture to 
advise Your Highness to have drawn up, with the assist¬ 
ance of your medical advisers and in collaboration with 
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the Sanatorium Committee, a sot of rules, with a view to 
securing the best possible results from the co-operation of 
the two institutions and preventing any possibility of 
friction or jealousy. 

There is one oilier point to which I am sure Tour 
Highness will forgive tuc for referring on this occasion. 
Phthisis, at any rate in the pulmonary form, is an infec¬ 
tious disease. The danger to others has been proved to be 
slight as long as certain precautions are taken, and in 
all well-regulated institutions is practically nil. But 
there have been cases at Dharmpore which have been 
benefited by treatment at the sanatorium, but not cured, 
and some of these patients have built houses and settled 
down in the neighbourhood. They are under no control 
whatever, nor can any efficient regulations be applied to 
them. This is a source of public danger, and I appeal 
to Your Highness, with all the earnestness at my com¬ 
mand, to prevent this form of colonisation round about 
Dharmpore. Bigid rules should be framed preventing 
known consumptives from settling down anywhere in the 
neighbourhood except in the institutions provided for 
that purpose. 

1 am very glad to have once more the opportunity of 
showing my great interest in the general scheme, of 
which this hospital is to form a part, for fighting one of 
the most terrible evils that beset humanity. This is the 
third time that I have visited Dharmpore in the same 
cause, and I do not think I need adduce any further 
evidence to show what great importance I attach to the 
experiment here being made, how gladly I should wel¬ 
come a verdict from our doctors that it had proved a suc¬ 
cess, and how earnestly T desire that no stone should ho 
left unturned to insure that its chances' of success shall 
not be marred by any neglect of obvious precautions, or 
by any contravention of accepted principles. 
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I will now proceed to open this, the Hardinge Hospi¬ 
tal. I hope that it has before it a long* career of useful¬ 
ness, and that within its walls health may be restored to 
the sick and hope to the hopeless, and that those who are 
alas! beyond the aid of human agency, may close their 
eyes in such peace as the most skilful medical attendance 
and the most tender care can secure. I congratulate 
Your Highness upon the kindness of heart which has 
prompted the foundation of this building and upon the 
success which has attended the execution of your plans. 


MEETING OF THE ST. JOHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION 
AT SIMLA. 

[The fifth annual general meeting of the St. John Ambulance Asbo- 20th Sept 
elation was held at Viceregal Lodge in the afternoon of the 20th 
September on the lawns to the north of the house. The grounds 
were charmingly arranged for the occasion and the Viceroy’s Band 
was in attendance. The meeting was held in a largo shamiana. 

The Viceroy and Lady Hardinge, who took their seats on a platform, 
were supported by Lord and Lady Willingdon, Sir Michael and 
Lady O’Dwyer, Sir Trevredyn Wynne, Surgeon-General Sloggett, 

Mr. Sharp and Sir James du Boulay. The last named, in opening 
the proceedings, said that. Lady Hardinge had become President 
of the Indian Branch and also that Her Excellency had presented 
a handsome challenge bowl for competition among ladies of India 
who hold first aid and nursing certificates of the Association. 

Mr. W. E. Jardinc, Resident at Gwalior, has presented a challenge 
shield for competition amongst Boy Scouts, and General Hafiz 
Obidullah Khan, C.S.I., of Bhopal, has presented a challengo 
shield for competition among units of the St. John Ambulance 
, Brigade in India and Burma. The meeting approved the arrange¬ 
ment whereby the All-India Ambulance Competition should be held 
at Delhi on 16th February 1914 and subsequent days, and all tho 
proposed proceedings were sanctioned. The Viceroy then presented 
Honorary Serving Brothers’ badges to Major Gardiner, 0. and R. 

Railway, and Major Hopper, G. I. P. Railway, a Giver donnt badge 
to Colonel Dlianpat Ilai, Commandant, Jaipur Ambulance Corps, and 
the police ambulance challenge shield to Mr. Fox, Superintendent of 
Police, and three Indian Police representatives from Moradabad. 
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Major Blackliam, Honorary Secretary, next addressed the 
meeting, and in presenting the report said :— 

May it please Your Excellencies ,—It is most gratifying for the 
fifth year in succession to have to report undiminished and increasing 
progress of the St. John Ambulance Association in India. Indeed, 
the past year’s work has been tho best during the whole period of 
the Indian branch’s existence, as out of a total of 210 centres nearly 
a hundred have been added to the roll during tho past year. 
Splendid work is reported from the provincial centres of Assam, 
Bihar and Orissa, Burma, Central India, tlio Central Provinces, the 
Punjab and the United Provinces. With reference to the last named 
province, it will be remembered that no reports were received from 
1010 till 1912, and it is therefore with the utmost satisfaction that 
I have to announce that a vast amount of work has been done in 
this province and that numerous district and local centros are now 
in existence. The Association is fortunate in securing the services 
of Mr. G. Ramsay Murray, I.C.8., Registrar of tho High Court, 
Allahabad, as Honorary Secretary of the centre. His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal promises to arrange for the formation of a 
Bengal provincial centre and it is hoped that this much desired 
centre will soon be an accomplished fact. The so-called Bombay 
provincial centre, which was in reality only a town centre for 
Bombay, has now been replaced by tho Bombay Presidency centre 
with head-quarters at Poona and His Excellency the Governor is at 
tho head of the centre. It is fully expected that much good work 
will now be accomplished by this centre as hitherto very little work 
has been dono in the Western Presidency outside the city of Bombay. 
With regard to the Southern India provincial centre, His Excellency 
the Governor of Madras has evinced great interest in the aims and 
objects of our Association and promised t.o take up the organisation 
of his provincial centre on more complete lines. 

I propose briefly to refer to the various sections of the work of 
the branch under different headings, and venture to remind Your 
Excellencies that tho work of this branch is not merely instruction 
in first aid; it also embraces the education of all classes of the com¬ 
munity in elementary sanitation and home nursing. Indeed, it will 
be seen that the future expansion of the Association will be largely 
in the direction of the diffusion of an elementary knowledge of the 
care of sick people and hygiene of the home. 

(1) Military Forces.—The work under this heading has under¬ 
gone considerable improvement and tho amount carried out this 
year is in advance of all previous years. I have to report the 
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formation .of (ho first regimental centre of the Association by the 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders, and it is hoped that many 
military units in Tndia will have their own centres shortly. His 
Highness the Maharaja Scindia of Gwalior has presented un ambu¬ 
lance challenge shield for competition amongst the regular troopH 
in India and Burma (British and Indian), and this is no doubt the 
cause of the greater interest shown by the military forces, ft. 
first competition for fhe Gwalior shield was held at Lucknow * 
February. The shield was won by the 14th (King’s) Hussars and 
the runners-up were the 6th light Infantry, an Indian unit which 
scored higher marks than two British regiments. 

(2) Volunteers.—Work amongst the Volunteers is on the increase, 
but there still remains a great deal of room for improvement. 

(fl) Railways.—All but three of the leading Indian railways have 
formed centres of their own and are doing excellent work. In recog- 
nitirm of this work the Order of St. John had, with the sanction of 
His Majesty, made two loading railway officers, Major L. Hopper 
and Major Gardiner, members of the Order, and Your Excellency 
hm hecn graciously pleased to consent to decorate these officers as 
part of the business of the meeting. The King-Emperor’s Railway 
Ambulance Challenge Shield was competed for nfc Lucknow during 
last February. Fourteen teams entered the competition. The 
Oudh and Rohilkhand Railway team won with 925 points, the N. \V. 
Railway being close runners-up with 919 out of 1,000. 

(4) Police.—Tt was stated at last year’s meeting that the Indian 
railways constituted the backbone of ambulance work in India. They 
will, however, have to look to their laurels as the polico are running 
them very close, if they have not already outstripped them. It will 
be seen from the statement in the report that nearly 200,000 polico 
have been trained in first aid during the past two years and that 
5,500 are wearing the St. John badge. The handsome challenge 
shield presented by His Excellency the Viceroy for competition 
among the different units of the police will he presented by His 
Excellency to the winners of the first competition, the Moradabad 
police, to-day. v 

(5) Schools and Colleges.—First aid work is being carried out in 
many of the schools and colleges of India, and during the past year 
every school and convent in Simla has had its course or courses of 
instruction. The Indian branch is in correspondence with the 
Educational Department with reference to the introduction of 
instruction in home hygiene in Indian schools. If the proposals 
under consideration arc accepted by Provincial Governments this 
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^vill become a dominant feature of the work of the branch. A special 
primer of hygiene is now ready and it in hoped that the Government 
of India (Education Department) will make it the official text-book 
for all Indian schools, 

. (f>) ‘Native States.—We have now 35 State centres, being an 
advance of 17 on last year’s total. Much good work is being done 
by the majority of these centres. 

General Obeidullah Khan, C.S.I., He?’ Highness the Begam of 
Bhopal’s.youngest son, under whoso care tho Urdu translation of the 
Indian Manual of First Aid was carried out, has kindly presented a 
handsome challenge shield to the Indian Council for competition 
amongst the different units of the St. John Ambulance Brigade in 
India and Burma. This shield will replace the present cup, which 
will bo presented to the runners-up in future competitions. 

(7) Imperial Service Troops.—His Highness the Raja of Dowas 
(junior branch) has presented n handsome challenge shield for com¬ 
petition amongst tho members of this service, and work in this 
direction will doubtless show marked improvement during the 
current year. The Inspector-General has now under consideration 
tho question of ambulance instruction in tho Imperial Service Troops 
army, and it is understood that in future only men with the Asso¬ 
ciation certificates will be regarded as efficient ambulance men. 
The work of Rai Bahadur Colonel Dhnnpat Rai, G.I.E., of Jaipur, 
is well-known to ambulance men and women in India, and part of 
the business of the meeting is the presentation by Your Excellency 
of the silver donat badge of tho Order of St. John, which His 
Majesty the King-Emperor has awarded to Colonel Dhnnpat Rai. 
Both Sir Kollo Grimston and Colonel Watson have evinced the 
keenest interest in the extension of this branch of the work of the 
Association. 

(8) Indian Mines.—Much good work is being done in tin* Indian 
Mines, especially tho Bengal coal fields centre, the Solar goldfields 
centre and the Jherriah collieries centre. 

(9) Ambulance Intelligence.-The branch is now well up to date 
as regards literature. Concerning its work the fourth edition of the 
White Book has just been issued and is laid before Your Excellen¬ 
cies. This edition is much beautified by the photograph of Her 
Excellency the Lady President. A copy will be presented to each 
person attending this meeting. The Indian Ambulance Gazette is 
now in its third volume and subscriptions aro steadily increasing. 
It is worthy of note that we have subscribers in every part of the 
world, including Canada. New Zealand, Malta and South Africa, 
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(10) All-India Ambulance Competitions.—The competitions for 
TTis Majesty the King-Emperor's Volunteer and Railway Shields, 
the Lord Hardinge Police Trophy, Hist Highness the Maharaja 
Scindia of Gwalior’s Trophy for regular troops, His Highness the 
Raja of Do was’ trophy for Imperial Service Troops and the St. John 
Ambulance Brigade Cup were held nfc Lucknow l iM February. The 
gathering was a record one, no fewer than 40 teams entering for the 
various events against 21 in 1912, which in its turn was the largest 
since 1904 when these competitions were first- started b.y the pre¬ 
sentation by His Majesty (then Prince of Wales and Grand Prior 
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem in England) of Uto Volunteer 
and Railway shields. 

(11) Indian Stores I)ep6t.—In accordance with tho decision of 
the Executive Committee this time last year the Indian Stores DopAt 
has been placed under a paid manager, as no gentleman in public 
employment or private business could possibly spare the time to 
carry on tho ever-increasing work of distributing certificates, stores 
and ambulance material throughout the vast Empire. Tho head¬ 
quarters of the Indian Stores Depot are now located in Bombay Fort. 
It will be seen by the statement in the annual report that nearly 
7,000 certificates of various kinds have been issued in India during 
the past year. 

(12) Text Books and Manuals.—We have to report great progress 
during the past year with reference to Indian text books. The 
Indian Manual of First Aid was published in January, 1913, and its 
rapid sale indicates that it supplies a long-felt want for ‘an Indian 
manual on the subject. The branch is deeply indebted to Her High¬ 
ness the Be gam of Bhopal, who has kindly presented the Indian 
Council with a first edition of 5,000 copies of the Urdu translation 
of tile Manual. The Primer of Tropical Hygiene is now ready. The 
Indian Branch is again much indebted to Mr. Jardine, Resident of 
Gwalior, who has arranged for the primer to be published. 

(18) Finance.*—The financial position of tho branch has improved 
during the past year owing to tho generosity of a few Ruling Chiefs, 
but the branch requires further financial support if its work conti¬ 
nues to grow as it is doing at present. 

The Indian Council 1ms only about Ra. 17,000 available in the 
headquarters fund and if it is to be of real value as an ambulance 
society and provide trained bauds of men and women for the service 
of their country in national emergency a large central fund is im¬ 
peratively necessary. It is hoped that during tho ensuing year some 
philanthrophie gentlemen will come forward and place the branch 
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in the position of similar organisations at Homo, who wore able to 
furnish complete hospitals arid ambulance for the services of suffer¬ 
ing humanity in peace calamities such as the Messina earthquake, 
the war during the Italo-Turkish campaign and the recent struggles 
in tho Balkans. The men and women are ready and willing to give 
their services, but the money to equip and furnish such parties is 
st ill lacking in India. 

(14) St. John Ambulance Brigade.—The Brigade is a young 
organisation in India, as it: was practically unknown until 1909, whon 
its development was seriously undertaken after the reorganisation 
by Lord and Lady Min to of the parent organisation, the St. John 
Ambulance Association. Its utility was first tested on a largo scale 
at the Coronation Durbar, when a contingent, over 100 strong, ‘with 
n large quantity of ambulance transport and 50 draught mid riding 
animals, were present throughout the entire Durbar. As this maiden 
effort of the Brigade in India was so successful it was suggested at 
the last annual meeting that n contingent should be furnished for the 
State Entry into Delhi. This suggestion met with the approval of 
Your Excellencies, and the Executive Committee of the Indian 
Branch, St. John Ambulance Association, gave it their cordial 
support and voted a sum for expenses. The services of the Brigade 
on this occasion are so well-known as only to call for a passing refer¬ 
ence, but wo may say that recent experiences at Delhi have once 
and for all justified the existence of the Brigade in India, and it may 
safely be predicted that tho presence of a contingent of the Brigade 
will not be merely encouraged but demanded on all futuro occasions 
when great crowds assemble in all parts of the Indian Empire. 

In conclusion, a reference to the list of active centres will show 
that the work of the India Ambulance Council is being carried on 
with vigour in even the most remote parts of the Empire. Indeed, 
the very names of some of our centres are unfamiliar to many of us, 
and one is justified in looking forward to the day when this associa¬ 
tion and its three-fold mission (1) to aid the injured, (2) to nurse the 
sick, and (8) to prevent disease, will he a household word iu even the 
poorest houses of India. 

In reply His Excellency spoke as follows:—] 

Ladies and Gentlemen ,—Tins is only the second 
occasion on which I have had the privilege of presiding 
at an Annual Meeting of the St. John Ambulance Asso¬ 
ciation, but during my comparatively short rule over 
the fortunes of the Indian Branch, it Is very gratifying 
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to find that the ambulance work in India lias progressed 
literally by leaps and bounds, 

I would like to mention as an interesting coincident 
that one of the earliest pioneers of the movement was 
the late Lady Brassey, the mother of Lady Willingdon, 
whom we have the pleasure of having with us to-day. 

A great deal of this progress has been on the Indian 
Railways, and I am pleased that this meeting has coin- 
cided with the Railway Conference, of which I am so 
happy to see so many members are present here to-day. 
A marked advance has also been made by the Police, to 
the winning team of which I have just had the pleasure 
of presenting my Ambulance Challenge Shield. 

The services of the association at the Coronation Burs 
bar, or rather of its trained men who are banded together 
under the name of the St. John Ambulance Brigade, are 
still fresh in the memory of us all, whilst i myself and 
Lady Ilardinge are never likely to forget the benefits 
which we personally received from the Ambulance Con¬ 
tingent on the 23rd December last. In view of these 
services one is inclined to regard the work of the associa¬ 
tion as chiefly that of rendering First Aid, but the 
•Honorary General Secretary in his report has emphasised 
the fact that the mission of the association g» s further, 
and that it seeks to be a means of spreading a knowledge 
of elementary nursing and sanitation throughout the 
length and breadth of this great Empire. 

As is well known the diffusion of a knowledge of sani¬ 
tation is one of the greatest desires of myself and my 
Government, and judging by its thorough organisation 
and the success which has attended its labours so far. 
there is every reason to hope that this association may be 
a very real help to Government in its endeavours in this 
direction. 
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Although described as an offshoot of the parent asso¬ 
ciation, the Indian branch is, to all intents and purposes, 
mi entirely 'Indian Ambulance Society. 

h; owes allegiance to the parent society and the an¬ 
cient Order of St, John, of which it is a department, and 
is proud of its association with these bodies; but it is at 
the same time organised entirely for the benefit of India 
and the Indian people. 

Quite recently the branch offered a complete sanitary 
equipment to the Italian-IIimalayan exploration expedi¬ 
tion, a portion of which, was gladly accepted, so the asso¬ 
ciation has wide aims and objects in India and is worthy 
of much more support from philanthropic Indians than 
it h as hitherto received. 

The Lady President, Lady Hardinge, and myself are 
keenly interested in the work of the association, and will 
watch with interest the progress of its three-fold mission 
of aiding the injured, nursing the sick, and preventing 
disease. 

Wo trust that before we leave India our Honorary 
Secretary’s prophecy will have been fulfilled, and that 
the St. John Ambulance Association will be a household 
word in most of the homes in India. 

MIZE DISTRIBUTION AT BISHOP COTTON SCHOOL, 
SIMLA, 

3rd 0<L [Their Excellencies attended tlie Annual Prize Distribution at 
11)13. Bishop Cotton School on 3rd October, when the Viceroy distributed 
the prizes. 

Tho Headmaster of the School read his Annual Report, which 
was as follows :— 

To toe Governors of Bishop CottoX School. 

Gentlemen ,—I have the honour to submit my Annual Report. 

In the first place I must draw your attention to the fact that the 
school has now been founded for fifty years. The first pupil was 
admitted on the Ififch March 1863, when the school was opened at 
Jutogh. 
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After a few .years, as the situation at Jutogh was found unsatis¬ 
factory, the school was removed to its present si to in Simla. This 
removal took place on tko 20th September 1808. The Chapel was 
consecrated on St. Matthew’s Day, 21st Septembo • 1871, by the 
Bishop of Calcutta. 

The first Headmaster was the Rev. S. Slater, who held his office 
until the end of 1884. The other Headmasters have boon the Uov. 
H. M. Robinson, D.D., 18854880; It* v. E. A. Irons. M.A., 
18874000; Rev. H. M. Lewis, M.A., 1001. 

The school was built at Simla to accommodate 150 boarders, but 
this nurnbor has never been reached; the maximum number of 
boarders in any one year being 127. The total number of boys in 
the school, boarders and day-boys, since 1871 lino varied between 
80 in tiie year after the school buildings were burnt down and 175 
in 1896, and has generally been about 120. 

In the present year the number of boys shows a satisfactory 
increase. There loft at the end of last year 17 boarders and 7 
day-boys; the number of new boys this year has been 29 hoarders 
and 7 day-boys, an increase of 12, making the numbers at pre¬ 
sent in the school 105 boarders and 26 day-boys. An analysis of the 
list of the hoys who left shows that 8 left at the end of their school 
caroer; of these 4 have obtained employment, 3 entered the Cal¬ 
cutta Medical College, and 1 is intending to take a University 
course. Six have gouo to England (to complete their education) and 
2 to the United States; 7 have gone to other schools and 1 has been 
unable to return owing to illness of boys who have left recently. 

R. Blaker obtained the College Essay Prize at Queen’s College, 
Oxford. I). Carberry passed into Woolwich last Christinas, gaining 
the 37th place. C. Brandon has been nominated by the Government 
of India to a Technical Scholarship to study Architecture. During 
the past year some change in the work of the school has become 
necessary owing to the decision to take the Cambridge Local Exami- 
. nation. The Educational Conference at Simla last year recommend¬ 
ed that these ’examinations should be taken by schools; and in addi¬ 
tion there appeared to be a considerable demand for them this year. 
In the Government examinations held in December last we hod fair 
ciiccess 

In tho high school 6 boys passed, 2 in the first and 4 in the 
second class, and 4 of them obtained scholarships. In the middle 
school 7 passed and 2 obtained scholarships, Fuliam gaining the 
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first place. For the Primary Scholarship Examination we had no¬ 
body eligible to compote. Ten boys passed the Bishop of Lahore’s 
Divinity Examination. 

The general health of the school has continued to be 
satisfactory; but wo have had unfortunately an epidemic of 
measles, during which wo had 17 cases. The state of the building 
continues satisfactory, except that two rooms havo had to be ro- 
lloored. Plans are being prepared for the erection of a gymnasium, 
on the site at present occupied by the .Drill Shed, and of a now 
Laboratory. For these additions wo are indebted to tho Punjab 
Government. When they are completed they will add greatly to 
the efficiency of tho school. 

Turning from the work to other activities of tho school, I am 
able to state that the school games have continued to be played with 
our accustomed vigour. At the beginning of tho year arrangements 
were made to play school matches at hockey and football with, the 
L. M. A., Sanawar. To our great regret the school team was unable 
to go to Sanawar for die former, but wo are looking forward to 
entertaining them at the end of October for tho football match. I 
feel certain that the interest aroused by these matches will be bene¬ 
ficial. Our grout difficulty in Simla baa always been to obtain suit¬ 
able teams to play matches with. This year wo havo been much 
indebted to Captain Needham and Mr. Beaty for raising teams to 
pluy us. As yet the results of our matches have been : 4 won, 2 lost, 
1 drawn, and I think I may claim that the team has been up to the 
overage. 

Volunteering.—The number of Cadets in tho Company is 01, a 
slight decrease on last year caused by our refusing recruits less than 
14 years of ago. Tho company attended the Camp of Exercise' of the 
battalion in May; sinco then Captain Chapman has allowed us to take 
part in two field days with his Sikhs, which have been most instruc¬ 
tive and enjoyable. The Company has finished its musketry course, 
5b being Marksmen and 0 First Class shots. 

In the Schools of tho Empire Competition our VIII was 29th, 
scoring 460 points. We are greatly indebted to our Colonel and 
Adjutant for the interest they take in the work of tho cadets. 

Boy Scouts.—The troop now numbers (53 and contains 8 King’s 
Scouts and 30 Second Class Scouts, the rest being tenderfect. Their 
training 1ms been carried out with the greatest energy by the Scout¬ 
masters and tho Scouts havo continued to Work satisfactorily* We 
have to thank Major Blaekham for delivering a course of lectures on 
first aid. 
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Prize Distribution at Bishop Cotton School , Simla . 

'J’ho Old Boys’ Association has again presented prizes for English* 
Drawing, and various Natural History Collections. It is most satis¬ 
factory that they continue to flourish and take such a genuine interest 
in the school. 

In conclusion, I think I can claim that the Staff nro working hard 
to improve the education we give itx all directions, and are endeavour¬ 
ing to turn out a set of manly boys capable of doing their work 
thoroughly when they leave us- I have to thank the Stuff for their 
loyul service to the school and the keenness they have displayed in 
all their work. 

After the distribution of the prizes His Excellency addressed the 
assembly as follows :—] 

Mr. Lewis , Ladies and Gentlemen ,—It is a source of 
very genuine pleasure to ino to have been able to visit 
the Bishop Cotton School and to distribute <lie prizes; 
and J take this opportunity oi Congratulating very 
heartily the hoys who have won them, while to those who 
have tried and failed I wish better luck next time. 

Prizes are admirable incentives to emulation and very 
pleasant things to get, but I hope none of you will run 
away with tlio idea that prizes are the be-all and the 
end-all of life; it is the efforts you make and the disci¬ 
pline you undergo to win them that are important, and 
the prize is only an emblem of success in a healthy com¬ 
petition. When you grow older and have to face the 
rougher struggles of the world, you will find the condi¬ 
tions sterner, and the competition, I fear, much more 
severe than now, and it is then that those of you who 
have learned discipline here, and always done your best, 
will find the habits you have formed stand you in good 
stead, and give you advantages oyer others who have not 
had similar training. 

Mr. Lewis has given us an interesting account of the 
year’s work, and I was particularly glad to hear that 
the numbers are rising. When Lord Curzon came to 
visit you 10 years ago, he found only 82 boys against 

4839 
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your present number of 128, and that in itself is excel¬ 
lent, testimony that the school is doing useful work, is 
prospering, and is appreciated. I was very pleased to 
see the smart and keen appearance of your cadet corps, 
which 1 had the pleasure of inspecting on my arrival 
here. 1 have seen them on parade and at field days on 
other occasions, and I can well believe that they are a 
credit to the Simla Volunteer Rifles, of which corps I 
have the honour of being Honorary Colonel. 1 congrat¬ 
ulate the officers, who must have given much time and 
trouble to their training, upon the successful results of 
their labours. 

Mr. Lewis lias reminded us that the Bishop Cotton 
School is now 50 years old. It is perhaps only natural 
that we should accept the institutions we find around us 
as part of the natural order of things, and it may not be 
easy for the parents present here to-day to realise that 
there was a time, and that not so very long ago, when 
schools to which subordinate officials of English descent 
in this country could send their children, were non-exist¬ 
ent, or at any rate very few and far between; and in this 
your Jubilee year it is especially fitting that we should 
dwell for a moment upon the memory of the great and 
good Bishop Cotton, who clearly saw the danger of a 
large European population growing up in ignorance and 
degradation, and with unremitting labour and unflag¬ 
ging zeal collected funds in the hope, to use his own 
words, that a sound physical, intellectual and religious 
education might, under God’s blessing, not only benefit 
children likely to remain permanently in the land, but 
might also indirectly tend to remove the barriers of pre¬ 
judice and misunderstanding* which separate the races to 
whom India is now a common country. 

I am not going to give you an account of his life, 
which should be familiar to many of you, but most of us 
here can draw encouragement from it. When he was a 
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little boy, school life was rough; lie was not good at 
games and ho hud rather a bad time; and if there arc 
any among you smaller boys who are not having a parti¬ 
cularly good time now, you may take courage from his 
example, and remember that a rather retiring and timid 
little boy grew up to be a man universally loved and 
revered, with a marvellous influence for good, reaching 
out far beyond bis own immediate circle. When he 
became a senior boy, he did not forget his own hard 
times, but his kindly ways made the lot of his juniors 
more tolerable, and the older boys among you here may 
draw your own lessons from that. Later on as a master 
he was not at first a brilliant success, he had no marked 
charm of manner, and his boys thought him sarcastic; 
but his simplicity and earnestness, combined with kindli¬ 
ness of heart and a quiet humour, won its way and he 
became the trusted friend and counsellor of his pupils. 
Later he became a headmaster at another great school, 
end Mr. Lewis doubtless knows how he re-established 
the discipline, restored the finances and raised the tone 
of that school, so that it now holds its head high among 
the leading public schools in England. It is said that 
under his rule there cricket, football and wholesome 
sports took the place of poaching, rat-hunting and poul¬ 
try-stealing, and I am glad to think that you, vSir, are 
not called upon to effect so serious a transformation. 

In later life he once seriously lectured a Governor- 
General; and, though the lecture was taken in very good 
part, I am not sure that he had quite proper respect for 
Governor-Genera Is as a class, for on one occasion he came 
across the Governor-General's camp wdien they w r ere both 
on tour, and I am sorry to say that he complained of this 
in his diary on the ground that the Governor-General 
th rew everything into confusion. Tt is not, however, 
difficult, to sympathise with his feelings, for I find from 
a letter of Lord Canning’s, written shortly afterwards, 
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• Iial the Governor-General’s camp contained no less tlnin 
17,001) men. 

Ihis school and others like it are a standing witness 
to his quiet concentration of purpose, but there are other 
lessons to be learned from his life and character which 
arc of peculiar importance to us all here in India, what- 
‘jver be our sect or persuasion. I refer to the fairness 
and justice of his mind and his readiness to recognise 
the rights of all. These are qualities of which the need 
is almost daily exemplified in the Press of this country, 
and which it behoves us as Englishmen to acquire and 
possess in till our relations with our Indian fellow-sub¬ 
jects. “ The more,” he once wrote, “residents in India 
feei how wonderful a country it is, how rich in scenery, 
architecture, historical recollections, the more they will 
ieel that it is worth living in, worth working for, worth 
restoring to the greatness from which it has fallen.” 
r Uiis is how we should all look upon life in India. Upon 
his grave there is no epitaph, for as you all know he was 
accidentally drowned in the midst of his labours in less 
than a fortnight after the foundation stone of these 
buildings was laid, but I con think of none more suitable 
than the words that were in the mouths of men when lie* 
died— 

11 is sudden removal made men brothers through a 
• common grief. ” 

Your school is fifty years old, and has had time to 
acquire a tradition and an atmosphere of its own. It 
has sent out a number of men who have distinguished 
themselves in their various walks in life, and done useful 
service for their country. Some of them I have had the 
pleasure of meeting; several I have had the pleasure of 
personally decorating with honours worthily won, four 
of them are valued members of my own personal entour¬ 
age, and one of them, Mr. J. S. Donald, I have recently 
selected to officiate in the important and responsible post 
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of Chief Commissioner of the North-West Frontier Pro¬ 
vince. These are fine and encouraging examples for 3 011 
to follow, boys; and in bidding you goodbye, 1 wish 
every one of you all success and to the Bishop Cotton 
School continued and increasing prosperity. 


CAWNPORE MOSQUE CASE. 

D EM COITION OF DaTAN. 

[The action of the Local Authorities in the cane had brought 
about a rather serious situation and His Excellency the Viceroy 
determined to visit the station himself. Consequently he left Simla on 
the 18th October and arrived at Cawnpore on the morning of the Itth, 
where he was met by the Lieutenant-Governor of the United Pro* 
vinees and other officials. From the station His Excellency proceed, 
ed to the Mosque, where an inspection was made of the position of 
the portion demolished which hod brought about the state of affairs 
that then existed. His Excellency then proceeded to the Circuit 
House, where he received a deputation from the Mutnwalis of the 
mosque and other Mahomedans, who presented the Viceroy with the 
following address :— 

May it please Your Excellency ,—-We, the Mussulman residents of 
the City of Cawnpore, beg to approach Your Excellency with this 
humble address of welcome on the occasion of Your Excellency’s 
visit to this town. 

Wo remember with gratification and pride Your Excellency’s last 
visit to our historic city when Your Excellency was pleased to lay 
the Foundation Stone of the memorial to our dearly beloved late 
King Edward the VII, the Peace-Maker. 

We greatly regret that recently the peace of our town has bean 
disturbed by the events of the 3rd of August in connection with the 
Maeliii Bazar Mosque, and we strongly condemn the action of those 
who took part in the unlawful act of throwing brick-bats, or other¬ 
wise behaved in a lawless manner, and wo assure Your Excellency 
that we, the Mussulmans of Cawnpore, aro the most law-abiding and 
loyal subjects of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor. 

Wo are fully aware of and grateful to Your Excellency for your 
well-known sympathy with the distress and misery of humanity in 
any form or shape, and wo beg to offer our most grateful thanks for 


14th Oct. 
1013. 



Ml HtST/fy 



<§L 

Speeches by //. E. Lord liar din ge of Penskurst . 


Oawnpore Mosque Case. 

Your Lordship a munificent donation in aid of widows and orphans 
in the loss that they have sustained in the recent disturbance. 

Wo beg to assure Your Excellency that we have the fullest confi¬ 
dence in your justice nnd sympathy, and in this spirit we are content 
to leave the decision of the questions arising out of the present 
situation in Your Excellency's bands, believing that Your Excellency 
has at heart the best interest of our Community. 

His Excellency in roply spoke as follows :—] 

Gentlemen ,—The address that you have just read is 
a source of profound satisfaction to me, since it contains 
not only an expression of confidence in my justice and 
sympathy, hut of what I prize much more, vthat 
loyalty to our King-Emperor which, I am happy to 
flunk, has always been one of the chief characteristics 
of the Mahomedau community in this country. Had f 
not been firmly convinced of the loyal sentiments of 
your community, I would not have come from Simla to 
Oawnpore to-dav. 

It is unnecessary for me to repeat here the assurance 
that I gave quite recently in the Imperial Legislative 
Council that there has been no change in the policy of 
Government towards the religious beliefs of the subjects 
of the King-Emperor in India, for you all know that this 
is true. With the march of progress and civilisation it 
is always possible that the construction of roads, rail¬ 
ways or canals may clash with existing buildings, reli¬ 
gious or otherwise, but you may rest assured that Govern¬ 
ment will always treat with the utmost consideration the 
claims of any who may consider their interests affected, 
and will always endeavour to find a solution of the ques¬ 
tion at issue in a sense satisfactory to all concerned. 
Knowing, as I do, the generous and kindly character of 
your Lieutenant-Governor, I feel confident that, if you 
had been equally anxious as I have been to find a solu¬ 
tion of the question of the mosque, you would have suc¬ 
ceeded in doing so and in meeting Sir James Meston’s 
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wishes. Hcul this happened* the sad and deplorable 
incidents of the 3rd August would not have occurred, 
and widows and orphans would not have had cause to 
mourn for their husbands and fathers. 

This is now past history* which J hope may soon he 
forgotten. I have come from Simla with the express 
purpose of bringing to you peace. You tell mo. in your 
address that you are content to leave the decision of the 
questions arising out of the present situation in my 
hands, believing that 1 have at heart the best interests 
of your community. It is true that I have at heart the 
best interests of your community, and 1 have given much 
thought to this matter and to a possible solution. Aftoi 
long and careful consideration I have arrived at the deci¬ 
sion that an arcade of at least eight feet in height should 
1)0 built, upon.which the dalan could be placed in the 
same relative position as before, but on a higher level, 
thereby securing space for the pavement below without 
interfering with the relative position of the buildings 
pertaining to the mosque. I regard it ns immaterial to 
whom the land upon which it is built is to be considered 
to belong, but it is essential that the general public, as 
well as those who go to worship at the mosque, should be 
entitled to use it as a footpath. Further, the Mutawalis 
should build the arcade and construct the pavement 
below, these constructions being in accordance with plans 
approved by the Municipal Board. 

As regards those who have been charged with having 
committed riot on the 3rd of August, I wish to say a few 
words. I am your father and you are my children. 
When children do wrong, it is the duty of their father, 
while inspired by the most kindly feelings, to admonish 
them* so that they may learn wisdom and not err again. 
My words are not addressed to you personally, but to 
those who arc charged with having committed riot and 
have now suffered imprisonment for the last ten weeks 
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These, if guilty of violence, have put themselves in the 
wrong-, for they are accused of having resisted constituted 
authority, and have thus not only broken the law, but 
also the very well-known and universally acknowledged 
principles of the great Islamic faith which they profess 
and follow. The maintenance of constituted authority 
is the duty of Government, and I say as head of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India that, under all circumstances, it will 
be maintained. Under ordinary circumstances it would 
have been the duty of the Government to prosecute and 
obtain the punishment of the prisoners, but they have 
already suffered severely, and as I have said before I 
have come to Cawnpore to give peace. I also wish to 
show mercy. Those who instigated the riot, and who are 
l Inis responsible for the harm that has occurred, are the 
least deserving of consideration. But as a solution of 
the difficulty connected with the mosque has been found. 

1 am anxious that the incidents which aroused so much 
feeling and excitement, should be now buried in oblivion. 

I trust, however, that., if clemency is extended to the 
instigators, the melancholy consequences of their intem¬ 
perate oratory may be a warning to them and to others 
against similar reckless speaking in the future. 

1 wish the sufferings of all those who are charged with 
having taken part in the riot to now cease, and I have 
therefore, with the full concurrence of Sir James Meaton 
and of Mr. Baillie, invited the Local. Government to take 
immediate steps for the provisions of section 494 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code to be applied to all those con¬ 
nected with the riot who have been committed to the 
Court of Session for trial. 

I devoutly trust that the solution of the question of 
the mosque, and the decision that I have taken in con¬ 
nection with those now under commitment for trial, may 
bring- peace and contentment, not only in Cawnpore, but 
amongst the whole of the Mahomodan community in 
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India; that no action may be taken, locally or otherwise, 
tending in any way to perpetuate the melancholy 
memories of the past few months; ami that all Maho- 
medans may unite together in loyalty to their Sovereign, 
and in loyal co-operation with constituted authority for 
the maintenance of law and order, and for the peace, 
happiness and prosperity of the great and beautiful land 
in which we live. 

[His Excellency's reply gave general satisfaction, and numerous 
telegrams from all parts of India were subsequently received con- 
gratulftting the Viceroy on his action.] 

OPENING OF MARKET PEACE AT KAPURTHAT.A. 

[TTn Excellency the Viceroy arrived at Kapur that a on the lfdh 
October, On the morning of the 10th, after holding a review of the 
Imperial Service Troops, the Viceroy opened the new Grain Market. 
The Municipal officials presented the following address 

Your Excellency\ .We, the representatives of the Kapurthnla 

Municipality and local riiamber of Commerce, desire to express our 
profound sense of the* high honour Your Excellency has conferred on 
this Mandi by consenting to open it; and we venture, with His High¬ 
ness the Maharaja's permission, to request Your Excellency to allow' 
it to be designated, as a souvenir of this auspicious occasion, “ The 
Hnrdinge Gmyj.” 

To which His Excellency replied as follows :—] 

Gentlemen ,—I am very glad indeed that you should 
hare given me an opportunity of identifying myself with 
your local interests, and I readily accept the part you 
have allotted to me in this ceremony. 

This Mandi seems to bare been very happily designed, 
and 1 have no doubt that it will fulfil a very useful func¬ 
tion in your city. I now declare it open, and have great 
pleasure in naming it the €i Hardinge Gunj.” 


u 
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10t\i 0<*fc. [In the evening of the lfith October His Highness the Maharaja 
WV3. entertained His Excellency the Viceroy and a large number of guests 
at a State Banquet. After giving the loyal toast, the Maharaja pro¬ 
posed the Viceroy’s health in the following terms :— 

Y our Excellency and Gentlemen ,—I cannot adequately express 
my sense of joy at the honour and pleasure of receiving a visit from 
Your Excellency. Perhaps it is not generally known that my great¬ 
grandfather, Baja Nilml Singh, received a visit in this State from 
my distinguished guest’s grandfather, Sir Henry Hardinge, Governor 
General of India, in the year 1840. I was reading with great interest 
the other day the account of the exchange of visits which took place 
between rny ancestor and His Excellency’s grandfather on that 
occasion, and the great courtesy and friendship shown by Sir Henry 
Hardinge to Raja Nihal Singh. 

Gentlemen, it is needless for me to dwell on the statesmanlike 
abilities of His Excellency and how he has endeared himself to the 
Princes and the people of India by his personal charm and perfect 
atTability of manner, and I am sure all the other Ruling Princes 
are most grateful to him for the thorough regard he has invariably 
shown for their position and dignity, the entire confidence he has 
always placed in them and the free and easy access he has afforded 
them to approach him on all State and personal affairs. These indeed 
havo been profoundly appreciated by us all, and have induced us to 
the belief that ho is the most sincere and genuine friend the Princes 
have had among those who have held the reins of the Viceroyalty of 
this great Empire. 

Your Excellency, the loyalty and devotion of my house and State 
to the Paramount Power is so well-known that it is hardly necessary 
for me to say anything more than that I have, and will always follow- 
in this matter the good example of my illustrious ancestors. It is 
now d6 years ago os a minor of five that I succeeded to the State, and 
since I came of ago and was invested with the full powers of a ruler 
in 1800 I have tried to do my duty towards the true advancement 
and w elfare of my people and my State. 

I am exceedingly sorry for and much regret Her Excellency’s 
absence on this occasion, and I ask you,* Gentlemen, to join mo 
in drinking to the health, long life and prosperity of His Excellency 
Lord Hardinge, Viceroy and Governor General of India. 
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His Excellency the Viceroy, in responding to the toast, said ] 

Your Highness anil Gentlemen ,—It is with a double 
pleasure that l rise to acknowledge the cordiality aud 
friendliness of the words which Tour Highness has just 
spoken, for not only has my visit to this interesting and 
progressive State been in itself a matter of great enjoy • 
ment, hut there has been the added satisfaction that 
Your Highness and I have renewed and cemented a here¬ 
ditary friendship. I am deeply sensible of the appre¬ 
ciative allusion which Your Highness made to my grand¬ 
father, and I am glad to think that you were able to look 
upon him as a sincere and genuine friend of Your High¬ 
ness’ ancestor, Raja Nihnl Singh, and of the Princes of 
India generally. On my part I can only say that I 
heartily reciprocate the feelings of personal good-will to 
which Your Highness has given expression, and if at the 
end of my tenure of office I too am regarded by the Chiefs 
as an earnest and true friend of theirs I shall feel that 
my sojourn in India will not. have been in vain. 


Most of us present here to-night are well aware of 
the loyal traditions of the Kapurthala .State, but I can¬ 
not refrain from recalling to you that in the second Sikh 
War, the Chief Filial Singh fought, on the side of the 
British armies and received the hereditary title of Raja 
in recognition of his assistance. Again, Raja Rundhir 
Singh, G.C.S.I., the grandfather of our host of to-night, 
rendered valuable aid to the Government of India in 
1857. With his troops he helped to hold the .Tullundur 
Doab and with characteristic vigour led his contingent 
into Oudh in the following year. With his brother, 
Kunwar Bikrani Singh, be remained ten months in the 
field and himself took part in six actions. In acknow¬ 
ledgment of this help the Government of India reduced 
the tribute hitherto paid by the State, granted the Chief 
fc an adoption sanad so that the perpetuity of the dynasty 

»2 
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might be assured, and bestowed on him the two estates 
in Olidli which now bring in a substantial revenue. 

Again, in the last Afghan War 700 of the State troops 
acquitted themselves in accordance with the traditions 
of their Chief and of their race, and the Imperial Service 
Troops again took part in the Tirali campaign of 1897 
and gained distinction. Lastly, during recent years, 
when there has been trouble in other parts of India, the 
Chief of Kapurthala and his subjects have shown unmis¬ 
takably that they well have known it and that this State 
is a field in which it is useless to attempt to sow the seeds 
of disaffection. 

I have said enough to prove, if proof were needed, 
that the relations that have subsisted between the Kapur¬ 
thala Stale and the Government of India have been 
marked by close friendship and co-operation, and that 
benefits have resulted to both which are ample evidence 
that their interests have always been identical. It has 
given me the greatest satisfaction to have had the oppor¬ 
tunity of seeing Your Highness* Imperial Service Troops 
on parade and to be able to bear personal testimony to 
(heir efficiency. I congratulate Your Highness on 
having increased the pay of the men last year —a wise 
and liberal act which, I am informed, has much bene¬ 
fited the regiment, of which T may tell you that I have 
had consistently good accounts. I am confident that 
were the need to arise again for their services in the 
field, they would acquit themselves worthily and bring 
fresh honour to their State and to their Chief. 

At present, happily, India is at peace, and while we 
can never relax our preparations for war, it is the arts of 
peace that call for the daily and special consideration of 
every administrator. Your Highness has responded to 
the call in a manner worthy of all praise. Sir Louis 
Dane last April congratulated Your Highness on the 
success of your administration, and I desire to associate 
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myself in this commendation. Your Highness lias been 
ably assisted in these beneficent measures by vour Council 
and the Chief Minister, Mr. French, to whom you have 
given your support, and I wish to take this opportunity 
of expressing my appreciation of their work. Your 
Highness has wisely continued the system of adminis¬ 
tration set on foot during your minority by the officers 
Jeut to the State by the Government. It, is a, guarantee 
of the soundness of that system, and must also be a mat¬ 
ter of satisfaction to Your Highness, that no less than 
four of these officers, Sir Muckworlh Young, Sir Charles 
Rivaz, Sir Frederic Fryer and Sir Denzil Ibbetson, were 
afterwards selected for important Lieutenant-Governor- 
ships. The State revenues are rapidly expanding, the 
various departments art* being improved and perfected. 
The new water supply and the many new public institu¬ 
tions, notably tlu* Rundhir College, which the Lieuten¬ 
ant-Governor has recently opened, have made the capital 
a town well equipped as regards modern requirements for 
the health, comfort and moral advancement of the 
people. 

Your Highness, who are yourself a traveller and a 
writer, has realised the importance of the education of 
your children, to which you have devoted much care and 
thought, and I am very pleased to have seen something 
of them during my stay here. I trust that the educa- 
tional advantages that they have received may be utilised 
in the service of the State. 1 have learnt with satisfac¬ 
tion that the terrible afflictions of plague and cholera 
from which the State has suffered in recent years have 
uovv ceased, and that the affairs of the State are entirely 
prosperous and hopeful. I am sure that under Your 
Highness’ rule and with the advice of Sir Michael 
O’Dwyer, a friend on whose sagacity and sympathy Your 
Highness can always confidently rely, the progress begun 
will be continued and our hopes of prosperity fulfilled. 
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I will detain you no longer. Before concluding, how¬ 
ever, 1 wish to express Lady Hardinge’s regret that she 
was unavoidably prevented from accepting Your High¬ 
ness’ very kind invitation to visit Kapurthala I wish 
also to express my 1 hanks for all the hospitality and 
kindness Your Highness has shown us during our stay, 
and for the admirable arrangements for our comfort and 
enjoyment. Gentlemen, I ask you to join me in drink¬ 
ing to the continued prosperity of the Kapurthala State 
and to the health of our host, His Highness the Maha¬ 
raja Sir Jaggatjit Singh Bahadur. 


BANQUET AT BIKANER. 


Oct. [His Excellency the Viceroy, accompanied by Her Excellency 
Lady Hardinge and party arrived at Bikaner on 20th October for a 
few days’ shoe ting. In the evening of the 20th they motored to the 
Port built by Raja Ram Singh in 1588. Dinner was served in the 
Durbar Hall of the Fort. In proposing Their Excellencies’ health 
His Highness the Maharaja said :— 

Your Excellencies ,— A long speech to-night would perhaps be out of 
place, hut i hope Your Excellencies will permit mo to say that it has 
boon a source of the greatest possible pleasure to me and to my people 
to welcome Your Excellencies again to Bikaner this year, and I beg 
to tender my grateful thanks to Your Excellencies for honouring ie> 
with this visit. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I now give you a toast which I know will 
he honoured with special enthusiasm, the health of Their Excellencies 
the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge, and may all happiness and good 
fortune ever attend them. 

The Viceroy replied :—] 

Your Highness , Ladies and Gentlemen ,—First let me 
thank Your Highness for the extremely kind words 
lit which you have proposed the health of Lady Hardinge 
and myself, and you, Gentlemen, for the cordial way in 
which you have accepted the toast. 

When His Highness so kindly asked me to come back 
to Bikaner in the course of my autumn tour he coupled 
bis invitation with an understanding that my visit should 
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he of ail unofficial character, and I need hardly tell you 
how readily I jumped at the chance of breathing once 
more the glorious air of Bikaner and meeting its distin¬ 
guished ruler in friendly intimacy untrammelled by the 
exigencies of ceremonial. 

1 am not going to spoil the effect by making you a 
set speech to-night, but I cannot let the occasion pass 
without giving some slight expression to the thoughts 
that are in my heart of gratitude to our kindly host for 
all the pleasure that lie has taken so much trouble to 
provide and for the comfort with which he has surrounded 
us. When 1 stepped once more upon the friendly soil of 
Bikaner I felt like a schoolboy out for a holiday, and 
that is a sensation, let me assure you, that a Viceroy does 
not often have, at any rate in these latter days; but its 
very rarity gives an edge to one’s appetite, and I really 
think it would be difficult to find ;i more delightful com¬ 
bination of circumstances than the present, with a goodly 
company of friendly faces around me, with the best of 
sport placed lavishly at one’s disposal, and by my side a 
Chief who has filled to the brim the bright promise of bis 
early days as a conscientious and high-minded ruler, 
whose word carries weight in the counsels of his brother 
Chiefs, whose support is as one of the pillars of (he I ndian 
Empire, and who lias given me the privilege of his true 
and genuine friendship. I ask you to lift your glasses, 
Gentlemen, and to drink to the health of His Highness 
the Maharaja of Bikaner. 

STATE BANQUET AT HYDERABAD. 

[In the evening of the 80th October, during the Viceroy's Btay at 80th Oct, 
Hyderabad, Their Excellencies attended a banquet given by His 
Highness the Nizam in the Chau Mahli Palace. The route from the 
Fnlaknaniah Castle to tbo palac e was brilliantly illuminated, and the 
palace grounds were lighted with innumerable coloured lamps which 
made a very pretty effect. Covers wero laid at the banquet for 175 
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guests and His Highness the Nizam’s string band played during 
dinnor. After drinking His Majesty the King-Emperor’s health, His 
flighnesr the Nizam proposed Their Excellencies’ health in the fol¬ 
lowing terms :— 

H becomes my pleasing duty to propose the health of my honour- 
0(1 Thtir Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge. 

-\fost of ,.oii will remember that shortly after my late lamented 
father’s death the Viceroy, at great personal inconvenience to him¬ 
self, visited Hyderabad just a few weeks before the ever to be 
remembered Coronation Durbar. This visit was paid solely to on- 
dole with me in my bereavement, also, to use His Excel¬ 
lency's own words, to stretch out to me the hand of friend¬ 
ship and support on the threshold of the great task that at 
the time Inv before me. Since then, when I visited Simla, 
it was my privilege to stay at Viceregal Lodge as the 
guest of Lord and Lady Holding©. 1 shall always entertain most 
pleasant and grateful recollections of the regal hospitality extended 
to me by Their Excellencies and of the unremitting kindness they 
showed me on &hat occasion, .As Lady Hardinge was unable to 
accompany the Viceroy when he first visited Hyderabad it was my 
earnest desire that Their Excellencies should visit my capital 
together. I am glad to say this wish of mine has been gratified, 
and it is now my privilege and my pleasure to accord to them a 
warm and hearty welcome. But before 1 proceed further I may be 
allowed to state how horrified and shocked the whole of India was 
when we learnt last December of the dastardly and murderous 
attempt made by an unknown miscreant on the lives of our distin¬ 
guished guests of this evening. This sad and startling news was 
received with the greatest consternation and grief by the whole of 
Hyderabad, and the latest bulletins wore cagorly sought and 
anxiously scanned to ascertain what progress the Viceroy was making 
towards recovery. All India, including Hyderabad, rejoiced beyond 
measure when they received the glad tidings that Lord Hardinge 
was mt of danger and would before long be quite himself again. 
To my mind a merciful and beneficent Providence decreed that the 
precious life of our Viceroy was to be preserved so that he might ho 
spared to continue the great good lie had begun for the benefit and 
advancement of this vast Empire. And here I would like to avail 
myself of this opportunity of tendering to Lady Hardinge my sincere 
tribute of praise and admiration for the calm courage and great 
presence of mind exhibited on this appalling occasion of great peril 
and danger. Norrowly escaping death from the bomb thrown 
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at her and tho Viceroy, realising with a sudden shock the serious 
nature and extent of the injuries inflicted on her beloved husband, 
she displayed at this critical juncture the highest qualities of woman* 
hood. 

1 need not, however, dilate on this painful subject, because ns 
you are all aware, it has formed the theme of an address presented 
to her by millions of women in India who have borne universal 
testimony to the facts I have briefly indicated. Tn the great speech 
JXlB.de, by His Excellency in this very room some two years ago be 
was kind enough to tender to me encouragement and valuable advice 
in connection with the administration of my State. I laid his wise 
counsel to heart and have endeavoured to act up to it with results 
that have been beneficial to myself and also, I hope, of some benefit 
to my Stato. Tho selection made by me of Salor Juug Bahadur as 
my Minister has turned out as satisfactory as I expected it would 
be. He has upheld and maintained the best traditions of his family, 
which has given Hyderabad a fairly long line of ministers. He has 
now been working successfully for over a year in conjunction with 
the two advisors I have placed with him, and thereby he has added 
materially to his store of knowledge of affairs and of the business of 
government. These advisors arc Irnad-ul-inulk Bahadur and Fari- 
doon Jung Bahadur, both of whom served with credit and dis¬ 
tinction under the present Minister's grandfather, the first Sir Salar 
tfung, a great and honoured name in the annals of Hyderabad. It 
does not become me to say anything about tho personal part I have 
taken in the administration of my country. All I wish to state is 
that l love my work, that I have followed the Viceroy’s advice as 
regards looking into things for mvsdf, and that it is a source of 
great happiness to me to devote all my energies towards the 
advancement of my State and to do all in my power to secure the 
welfare of tho millions of people over which it has pleased the 
Almighty to place me as their ruler. While on this subject I gladly 
take this opportunity of publicly thanking my personal friend the 
Hon ble Colonel Pinhey for tho valuable assistance he has always 
rendered to me whenever I have consulted him in a friendly manner 
on important matters. His great knowledge of affairs, his wide 
experience and ripe judgment, have been of considerable help to 
me. In conclusion, I hope I may he. allowed bore to give expression 
to my grateful appreciation of the kindness and consideration His 
Lxcelloucy has invariably extended to the Mahomedan community. 

And now, Ladies and Gentlemen, I call upon you all to join me in 
drinking to the health of Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady 
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H/ivdiuge. I fervently pray that they may be blessed with long 
life, happiness and prosperity. 

Hi* ExcuUejuey replied as follows 

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen, When, just 
two years ago, I visited Hyderabad to condole with Your 
Highness on the loss of your lamented father, His High* 
ness the late Nizam, and to convey to Your Highness my 
greeting and good wishes at the outset of your career, I 
expressed my hope that our personal friendship and asso¬ 
ciation might furnish a bond of mutual esteem which 
would be reflected in the nature of the relations subsist- 
M g between the Hyderabad State and the Imperial Gov- 
erf merit. I also ventured to urge upon Your Highness, 
who was then assuming the reins of government, tlie 
observance of two important principles— I advised Your 
Highness to select wise and trustworthy counsellors, and, 
having selected, to trust them, and I sought to impress 
or Your Highness the importance of evincing personal 
,i rc>t in the administration of this great State. 

{ need say little of the relations between the British 
t Wrmment and the Hyderabad State. For more than 
a ■•Mury now their friendship has been unclouded — 
tr i iff ed by any breath of ill-feeling or distrust. “ As 
Hung* nave been they remain ” is a saying not of 
universal application, but w T e need have no fear that 
between these two old friends there will be any change, 
unless perhaps it be in the direction of more complete 
understanding, intimacy and identity of interest. 

His Imperial Majesty, to mark his regard for the 
historic house of Hyderabad, conferred on Your Highness 
at the Coronation Durbar the high honour of Knight 
Grand Commander of the Star of India and recently made 
you an Honorary Colonel in the British Army. These 
are the outward signs of the good-will towards your High¬ 
ness of the King-Emperor, and of us, his servants. 
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lo turn to Your High ness’s relations to your own 
State, and your Id million subjects, it is u source of 
immense gratification to mo to learn that you have con¬ 
sistently acted on the two principles which I ventured to 
recommend to Your Highness’s consideration in 1911. 
hor I am assured that you have had the sagacity to select 
trustworthy officers for high appointment under your 
Government and that you extend to them your confidence 
and give due weight to their advice. It is a matter of 
common knowledge# too, that Your Highness takes keen 
personal interest in the administration of your own couu- 
fry, to say nothing of your interest in, and generosity 
towards, those afflicted by calamities elsewhere. I allude 
to your liberal donations to the relief funds in aid (if the 
sufferers in the Turkish war and in the Palitana floods, 
and to Lady Hard in ge h Hospital and Training School 
for AV omen at Delhi. And I would say in passing that 
it there is one object almost above all* others in India 
worthy of support, it is the extension to Indian women 
of medical aid, for the alleviation of their sufferings and 
the diminution of the frightful infant mortality caused 
by ignorance, neglect and unscientific, unhygienic treat¬ 
ment. 

With regard to the affairs of Hyderabad, I learn with 
satisfaction of an immense and rapid advance in every 
direction, and I am sure I am right in attributing no 
small part of this to ^our Highness’s personal concern 
in them, to your rapid disposal of business, and to your 
loyal support of your officials. 

1 hear that the gigantic surplus in the yearly revenues 
of the State is being, or is shortly to be, wisely expended 
in works of great utility which must result in improve¬ 
ment material and moral—in the conditions of life of 
your many subjects. 

Colonel Pinhey tells me of a contemplated expenditure 
of crores of rupees on the extension of your railway 
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Systran, which will give your people access to a new port 
and provide now markets for their produce, of the vast 
drainage and water-supply scheme in connection with the 
Musi dam, of reforms in the police and educational 
departments, of the extension of the co-operative credit 
system (one of the greatest boons that could be conferred 
on the indebted cultivator), of the institution of a trained 
(Jivjl Service, of generous measures of famine relief and 
of the improved administration and control of the three 
great Paiga.li Estates, which had for long been ruined by 
neglect and mismanagement. Last but not least, the 
two splendid regiments of Imperial Service Cavalry, 
which f had the pleasure of seeing two years ago and 
hope to see aga in to-morrow, are evidence of the continued 
support that Hyderabad is giving to this important move¬ 
ment. 

1 trust that your new Minister, the third Salar Jung, 
will maintain the high traditions of his family, and that 
he will prove as strong a support and assistance to Your 
Highness as his grandfather, the famous Sir Salar Jung, 
was to his Chief and master. 

Lord Cur/on, when he visited Hyderabad 11 years ago, 
expressed the hope that the then Sahibzadn would prove 
a worthy successor to his father, His Highness the late 
Nizam. The last two years have shown that Your Hiirh- 
ness is fully capable of giving complete fulfilment to 
Lord Curzon’s hope, and it is the chief wish of myself 
and your many friends that the bright promise of your 
early months of power may blossom into many years of 
prosperous and beneficent rule. 

We have not forgotten the great pleasure that we 
received from Your Highness’s visit to us at Simla a, year 
ago, and 1 must now thank Your Highness most warmly 
for the friendly and courteous terms in which you have 
welcomed Lady Hardinge and myself to your great and 
interesting capital, for your words of sympathy with 
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reference to the merciful protection vouchsafed to me by 
Providence at Delhi last December, and particularly 
ior the warm greeting and generous hospitality which 
you have extended to us. [ need not describe the plea¬ 
sure and interest we are deriving from our visit, and 
from the opportunity we are enjoying of renewing and 
enlarging our personal friendship with Your Highness. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 1 ask you to raise your glasses 
and drink to the well-being of the Hyderabad State and 
io the health and happiness of its Ruler, our host, Hi 
Highness the Nizam, Sir Usman AH Khan Bahadur. 


ADDRESS FROM BIJAPUB MUNICIPALITY ANT) OPENING 
MEMORIAL TO TATE KING EDWARD. 

[On arrival at Bijapur in the evening of the 2nd November, TTis 2nd Nov. 
Excellency was met at the railway station by Mr. K. N. Kabraji, 1G13. 
tlic Collector, and Mrs. Kabraji, Mr. Baker, the District Judge, 

Mr. Penned\, C.S.I., Inspector General of Bombay Police. Mr. Bose, 

District Engineer, Mrs. and Miss Bose and the Chief of Jatb. 

Bijapur is an ancient city founded in the fifteenth century md 
full of vast and wonderful ruins which the Bombay Government 
have taken measures to preserve and have made a collection of 
manuscripts, coins, copper plate inscriptions and other curios and 
interesting memorials of the past. Their Excellencies first proceed¬ 
ed to inspect the Go! Gornbaz, the tomb of Mamud Adil Shah, which 
is the largest building in Bijapur, the area of the tomb being con¬ 
siderably larger than the Pantheon. The dome is one of the three 
largest in the world and quite the largest built on pendentives. 

Round the dome is a very remarkable whispering gallery, on account 
of which the tomb is sometimes called the Boli Gornbaz or speaking 
dome. Their Excellencies then proceeded by motor to a large 
marquee, where an address of welcome was presented by the Bijapur 
Municipality, which was as follows :—- 

May it please Your Excellency,-^' We, the President and Coun¬ 
cillors of the Municipality of Bijapur, on behalf of ourselves and the 
citizens of Bijapur, beg to offer Your Excellency a most cordial 
welcome to our city of ancient icnown. Our welcome proceeds from 
the warmest feelings of affection and loyalty, not merely because of 
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our high sense of the unique honour of a Viceregal visit, but also 
by reason of the special satisfaction and jubilation we feel in having 
in our midst Your Excellency, whose providential escape and reco¬ 
very from on atrocious outrage our school children and the citizens 
generally were celebrating vvitli one accord only the other day. We 
cannot here omit to express our unbounded admiration of the singu¬ 
lar fortitude and nobility of mind displayed by Her Excellency Lady 
Hurdinge on that memorable occasion and during the subsequent 
trying time. While visiting the magnificent relics of a historical 
past Your Excellency will not fail to observe that modern Bijapur, 
after a long period of stagnation and decay, is again showing com¬ 
mercial and industrial activity. With the approaching completion 
of the new waterworks a largo expansion of the cotton industry 
may, wo feel, be confidently looked for. Indeed, when we recall 
our sufferings for the want of water in past years, the Chutnal Tutik 
Works, which have only become possible by the liberal grant of 
Bs. 30,000 made by the Government of Bombay to supplement the 
loan of Ks. 1,76,000, are a boon to the city for which we cannot bo 
sufficiently grateful to the Governments of Bombay and of Your 
Excellency. 

Our Municipality’s resources are inadequate to the large area of 
the ancient city now that our wants aro growing every day. While 
primary education, sanitation and improvements have been receiving 
our utmost attention, more than half of our schools are yet without 
suitable house provision. The need of a well devised system of 
drainage follows closely on the provision of the water supply. It is 
necessary to provide new roads all over the town to facilitate com¬ 
munication as also to aid in the development of open art as. We 
therefore welcome the recent resolutions both of Your Excellency’s 
Government and of the Government of Bombay inaugurating a 
policy of liberal grants in aid of education and sanitation, and we 
beg leave to mention in this connection that we have made an 
application to the Local Government for the transfer of the un¬ 
occupied open sites within the fort walls to the Municipality, the 
revenues of which will enable us to lay out the town on sanitary 
and systematic lines, and we pray that when the subject comes up 
before Your Excellency's Government it may receive Your Excel¬ 
lency’s more favourable consideration. 

We feel happy that, the deep loyalty and attachment to our late 
King Edward, Emperor of India, of beloved memory, evinced 
throughout India have in our district resulted in a worthy and 
permanent memorial in this park which has been located right in the 
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centre of the inhabited areas of the city. Future generations of 
citizens coming to rest hero after the day s toil will not fail to bless 
the soul that loved to soothe the sufferings of humanity in this 
world. Nothing could be more fitting than that the foundation 
stone of this royal memorial here should be laid by Your Excellency s 
hand, and wo feel proud that its maintenance has been entrusted to 
the Municipality. We beg Your Excellency to bo pleased to convey 
to His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor of India the 
assurance of our deep and sincere loyalty and of our heartfelt grati¬ 
tude for the genuine love and sympathy His Majesty lins ever shown 
to the millions of his Indian subjects. We beg in conclusion to 
assure Your Excellencies that the citizens of Bijapur will long 
treasure the memory of this gracious visit of Your Excellencies, and 
we fervently pray to the Almighty that Your Excellency and Lady 
Harding© may be, blessed with long lift?, full of health and happiness. 

The Viceroy, in reply, said :—] 

Gentlemen ,—I thank you very sincerely for the warm¬ 
hearted welcome you have given to Lady Hardinge and 
inyself. 1 rejoice to know that Bijapur is able to show 
sjgns of increasing importance and returning prosperity. 
The splendour of your city’s past and the impressive 
grandeur of her monumental remains more than justify 
the feelings of pride expressed in your address. Much 
has already been done to secure your ancient buildings 
from misuse and decay, but much still remains to be 
done and I congratulate you and the Government of 
Bombay on the steps that are now being taken to reserve 
an open space round all the more important edifices so 
that they may be provided with a worthy setting and 
that their beauty may not be marred by unsightly sur¬ 
roundings. The monuments which antiquity has be¬ 
queathed, to you are indeed worthy of all the attention 
and care that can be bestowed upon them, not merely 
because they immortalise a great and powerful dynasty 
which has long since passed away, but for the sake of 
their own imposing beauty, and because they are instinct 
with the vital genius of India, that genius which has 
expressed itself in so many forms and in the service of so 
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many creeds and which is as living to-day as it was when 
these stately memorials of a Moslem power were first 
called into being. The marvel to me is not that Bijapur 
should have attracted to it the steps of three Viceroys in 
succession, hut that any Viceroy should be content to 
leave the shores of India without seeing these imperish¬ 
able monuments of her greatness. The Government of 
Bombay have taken the lead in India in introducing 
legislation to control town-planning in growing towns on 
western lines. 1 shall watch with great interest the 
debates on the Bill, the introduction of which in the 
local Legislative Council has been sanctioned bv the 
Government of India. The proposals you have before 
you for promoting town-planning will be greatly facili¬ 
tated should this Bill become law, and I can assure you 
that if and when a scheme for this purpose conies before 
the Government of India if will receive most careful and 
sympathetic consideration. 

I can well understand, in a region so unfortunately 
liable to drought, what importance attaches to a bounti¬ 
ful water supply, and I congratulate you very heartily 
\ipon the near prospect of the completion of your water¬ 
works. Incidentally I congratulate you also upon the 
generous assistance you have succeeded in eliciting from 
the Bombay Government. You have rightly remarked 
I lint a proper drainage system should follow closely upon 
the installation of an efficient water supply. My Govern¬ 
ment have during the past three years made grants 
amounting to Rs. 6 lakhs recurring and Rs. 87^* lakhs 
non-recurring to the Bombay Government for projects of 
urban sanitation, and I have no doubt that if you devise 
a drainage scheme which satisfies the sanitary authorities 
and make proper efforts to help yourselves in the matter 
the Bombay Government will deal with you in the same 
liberal spirit which has marked their attitude towards 
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your waterworks, while as you yourselves point out they 
propose to utilise the recurring grant of Its. lakhs 
which the Government of India have placed at their dis¬ 
posal in making a free school building and equipment 
grants to district and local boards and municipalities 
whose financial circumstances demand assistance, and 1 
am sure that any application you may make will receive 
sympathetic consideration at their bands. 

I cannot allow this occasion to pass without telling 
you how deeply I have sympathised with you in the 
terrible ordeal you have been passing through since June 
last. For four months the grim spectre of plague has 
stalked through your streets, and I grieve to know that it 
has claimed over 300 victims. 1 believe that the Muni¬ 
cipal Commissioners have done what they could to check 
its ravages by providing hutting materials, and I am 
hopeful that you have now reached the end of your 
troubles. The present epidemic has not been so severe 
as that from which you suffered two years ago, and I am 
glad to learn that over one-third of your population have 
been inoculated. I firmly believe that in inoculation lies 
your best chance of safety, and should your city ever 
again be threatened, which God forbid, with a similar 
calamity I sincerely trust that a prompt and universal 
recourse to this preventive measure may put a speedy 
end to your danger. 

You have done me the honour to ask me to lay the 
foundation stone of this memorial to our late King- 
Emperor Edward VII, and that is a task which I very 
gladly undertake, for as you may know, it was my privi¬ 
lege to be honoured by his personal friendship and to 
learn at first hand with what great qualities of sagaeity 
and benevolence he was endowed. I am most glad to 
think that by you, too, his memory is beloved, that you, 
too, have realised how great an influence for good he was 
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to the millions of his subjects, and that you have been 
moved to select so happy a means to perpetuate his name, 
so that even after lie has gone he may bring a blessing 
to your citizens. T thank you for your assurance of 
loyalty and devotion to his gracious Majesty the King- 
Emperor George V, and 1 am confident that he will lie 
gratified by your message, which I shall not fail to con¬ 
vey to him. I am deeply touched by the kind expres¬ 
sions you have used towards Lady Hardinge and myself 
in regard to the deplorable incident that occurred in 
Delhi in December last, and we are most grateful to ail 
those who helped to give the children of India a hnppy 
day as a thanksgiving to that Providence who watched 
over us in the hour of danger and granted me complete 
restoration to health, and I thank you once more very 
heartily for your good wishes and for your extremely 
kind welcome. 


ADDRESS FROM MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF MYSORE 

1913 >V * the Viceroy arrived at Mysore on the morning of 

the 6fch November. On arrival His Excellency was presented with 
the following address from the Municipal Council 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the President and members 
of the Mysore City Municipal Council, rejoice at the opportunity 
afforded to us of offering Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge our 
most hearty and loyal welcome to this the capital city of the Mysore 
State. It is with no ordinary pleasure that we greet the represen¬ 
tative of His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor of India. 
The policy of His Majesty’s Government towards the Native States 
bos been worthy of the lofty traditions of the great British nation, 
and has united more closely than ever by ties of sincere gratitude 
the family of Native States in His Majesty’s Indian Empire to the 
Imperial Throne. We rejoice that, under the wise and benign rule 
of our beloved Maharaja His Highness Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar 
Bahadur, G.C.S.I., and His Highness’s illustrious predecessors, the 
State has been in the enjoyment of the full benefits of an enlightened 
and progressive administration, 
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Your Bxcellenoy, it was with profound grief that we learnt of the 
dastardly attempt at Delhi in December last, and we prayed humbly 
to the Great Giver of all life that Your Excellency might be speedily 
restored to health and to the service of the Empire. We are -rate¬ 
ful that our prayer has been beard, and we rejoice at the privilege of 
welcoming Your Excellencies in our midst. 

There is no need to assure Your Excellency of our loyalty to the 
Imperial Throne. We are deeply thankful to Your Excellency and 
Lady Hardinge for having found time, in the midst of the arduous 
duties of }.our Excellency’s exalted office and the cares of a vast 
Empire, to visit our State, and we hope and pray that Your Excel¬ 
lency** sojourn among us, brief as it will be, may afford Your 
Excellencies some measure of relief and recreation. 

With every assurance of our high respect and sincere wishes for 
the continued welfare of Your Excellencies. 

In reply His Excellency spoke as follows :—"] 

Gentlemen , I thank you very sincerely on behalf of 
Lady Hardinge and myself for the warmth and loyally 
of your welcome, and for your kind references to my res¬ 
toration to health. 

It affords us exceptional pleasure to visit Mysore—a 
State which, on the one hand, deservedly bears so high 
a reputation for wise and enlightened administration, 
and, on the other hand, is famous both for its natural 
beauties, some of which we have already been privileged 
to see, and for the sites and buildings of historical and 
archaeological interest that it contains. 

I am well aware of the attachment of the people of 
Mysore to their sympathetic and able Ruler: and as you 
have rightly stated, I need no assurance of their loyalty 
to the Imperial Throne. And it only remains for me to 
express to you, once more, my gratitude for the courtesy 
which has prompted you to present this address, and to 
tell you how deeply we appreciate the kindly feeling 
towards us to which it testifies. 
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ADDRESSES FROM COORG REPRESENTATIVES, COORG 
PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION AND NORTH MYSORE, SOI II 
MYSORE AND BABA BlIDAN PLANTERS’ ASSO( IAIION. 

Nov [On the morning of the 7th November His Excellency the 
7 1813. Viceroy received address from deputation of the nbovenamed 
Associations. These wore as follows : 


COORG REPRESENTATIVES. 

Mn„ it nleoxe Your ExcelUncy- We, the undersigned reprosen- 
ta lives of Coorg, beg *> Yollr Excellency and Lady Hardinge 
our respectful and hearty welcome to the neighbourhood of our 
province. 

Wo l>eg to congratulate Your Excellency and I.ady Hardinge 
personally on the miraculous and Providential escape from the 
dastardly attempt on your valuable lives on the occasion o or 
Excellencies’ State Entry into the new Capital and on Your 
Excellency’s recovery from the shock and injuries of the diabolical 

outrage. 

The people of Coorg rejoiced at the rumour that our country would 
have the honour of a visit by Your Excellency: and if it had been 
realised it. would have given us heartfelt pleasure, not only because 
we are directly under the Government of India, but also because 
Your Excellency would have boon tlie first Viceroy and Governor 
General to visit our picturesque country over since it came under 
the British rule. Wo are, however, aware that, owing to want of 
facilities for travelling by railway, wo have to forego such a signal 
honour. In this connection wo may be permitted to submit that 
tiie question of a railway communication to C'oorg, by linking it 
with the proposed lino which the Mysore Durbar lias, we understand, 
proposed to construct between that province and the West Coast, 
may receive Your Excellency's kind and favourable consideration. 

Wo take this opportunity of again expressing to Your Excellency 
tiiut we wore proud to receive our beloved King-Emperor and tlio 
Queen-Empress in India, and we anticipate ft share in the manifold 
benefits which will undoubtedly accrue from the liberal commands 
delivered from time to time during His Majesty’s sojourn in India. 

The educational policy initiated by Your Excellency’s Govern- 
ment. is certain to result in far-reaching effects in the matter of 
elementary education. The needs, however, of the province, having 
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regard to its isolated position, would be better supplied by iho 
establishment of an additional High School in South Coorg and a 
second grade College at Morcara. This want was represented to 
Your Excellency’s predecessor, Lord Elgin, so far buck as 189f>. 
With this development it is hoped that it will be possible to meet 
the growing needs of secondary education more fully than is the case 
at present. We humbly trust that it will also be within the scope of 
the now policy to improve the prospects of the touching staff, and to 
secure them an adequate training in order to equip thorn to meet 
the altered circumstances of their profession. 

We are grateful to Your Excellency s Government for the special 
grant for the improvement of sanitation, and wo are hopeful that 
such grants will be continued from year to year in order to conduit 
the diseases incidental to our position and rainfall. 

In conclusion, we beg that Your Excellency may be pleased to 
convoy to His Majesty the King-Emperor the sentiments of our 
loyalty and devotion, which will ever remain unshaken. 

His Excellency replied as follows :—] 

Gentlemen of Coorg ,—I am very pleased to have this 
opportunity of receiving you, and I thank you most 
sincerely, on behalf both of Lady Hardinge and myself, 
lor your sympathetic references to the attempted outrage 
at Delhi. We received with much interest the account 
of the celebrations which were organised in Coorg on tlie 
20th June, and are very grateful to all who devoted so 
much time and trouble to the children’s entertainments 
on that occasion. 

1 regret that I have been unable to secure the privi¬ 
lege of being the first Viceroy to visit your beautiful and 
picturesque country, so well known to the Hindu world 
as containing the sources of the sacred Oauvery. A 
Viceroy’s tours, as you have recognised, are necessarily 
dependent, to a large extent, on the factor of communi¬ 
cations. As to local improvements in this respect, I aiu 
not at present in a position to say anything more definite 
then that there appears to be reason to hope for some 
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substantial advance in the not far distant future. The 
projects which I understand are in contemplation will 
certainly receive the sympathetic consideration of the 
Government of India. 

1 appreciate the reference you have made to the 
educational policy of my Government; and the capital 
and recurring grants for this purpose, which we have 
been able to allocate to your Province during the past 
two years are, I think you will admit, evidence that we 
have not lost sight of the interests of Coorg in this 
matter. 

It affords me great satisfaction to know that you are 
making good progress, more especially in the important 
direction of educating your girls, whose influence in 
forming the character of future generations cannot be 
over-estimated. 

The scheme for improving the Mercara High School 
is still under consideration; but if, as I hope, it even¬ 
tually comes to fruition, it will mark a substantial 
advance by providing an excellent residential institution. 

The attention of my Government has been drawn to 
the prevalence of malaria in Mercara and to the large 
proportion of children affected with spleen diseases who 
are boarders at the High School. I understand that a 
scheme for draining swampy areas is being carried out, 
and the Government of India have made grants amount¬ 
ing to Rs. 116,000 during the past three years for urban 
sanitary improvement. The governing body of the 
Indian Research Fund Association will, I am informed, 
be prepared to give further assistance to any well-con¬ 
sidered anti-malarial scheme. A preliminary survey on 
scientific lines in order to determine the breeding places 
of the anopheles mosquito is essential to success. 
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Preliminary sanction has also been accorded to a 
scheme for a new jail at Mercara; and various orders ha ve 
recently been passed, whereby the position and prospects 
of the subordinate Government services in Coorg have 
been improved. The Government of India have learnt 
with satisfaction that the people of Coorg are making 
strenuous efforts to free the province from the encroach¬ 
ments of lantana, and the large expenditure which 
Government are incurring with the same object is evi¬ 
dence of their anxiety to assist and encourage a movement 
of such great local importance. 

The liberal attitude of Government in all these 
matters affords an assurance that the requirements of 
Coorg will continue to receive their careful attention. 

In conclusion, I have to acknowledge your expres¬ 
sions of loyalty and devotion to the King-Emperor, 
which will be duly communicated to His Majesty. These 
sentiments are in complete accord with the traditional 
loyalty of the Coorgs, upon which the Government of 
India place full reliance. 

I thank you, Gentlemen, very warmly for the welcome 
you have given us, arid for the cordial terms in which 
your address is couched. 

COORG PLANTERS* ASSOCIATION. 

[May it please Your Excellency,—Vfe, the representatives of the 
planting community of the province of Coorg, which, as Your Excel* 
ienev is aware, enjoys the proud distinction of being directly under 
the administration of the Supreme Government, of which Your 
Excellency is the august head, respectfully offer Your Excellency our 
humble welcome on your visit to our neighbourhood. 

It would have afforded us, as well as the whole province, much 
gratification to have had the privilege of welcoming Your Excel¬ 
lency at Mercara, had Your Excellency been pleased to grant us such 
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an honour, but we recognise the many calls on Your Excellency’s 
valuable time, on which we tic not propose now to infringe. 

Looking back on former visits of representatives of His Majesty to 
our neighbourhood, and the deputations which were accorded the 
honour of presenting addresses, we find, these deputations laying 
their many troubles frankly and confidingly before Your Excel¬ 
lency’s predecessors, and being always received with courteous con* 
sideration and sympathy. 

Wo are glad to be able to inform Your Excellency that many of 
these past troubles have been allayed, mostly in the course of ad¬ 
ministrative progress, but our chief and most important one has 
evaded this, and wo would respectfully request Your Excellency’s 
permission to drag it forth again, and present it to Your Excellency’s 
notice. ”We allude to communications generally and to want of 
railway communication with the outer world particularly. 

We respectfully wish to point out to Your Excellency that the 
Mysore Government are credited with the intention of making con¬ 
siderable railway extensions within their province—extensions that 
are likely to approach the frontier of Coorg, and this appears a 
favourable time to urge Your Excellency to hear in mind our long- 
felt, and frequently expressed, needs in the matter, and to interest 
yourself to obtain for us a connection with one of these lines. 

A railway to Coorg, preferably one connecting us with an approx¬ 
imate point on the West Coast, woul go far towards meeting many 
of our necessities. With a railway our troubles in the matter of 
communications generally would disappear. 

Very recently difficulties have arisen in regard to the postal ser¬ 
vice, with which passenger traffic is connected, but wo are glad to 
sot these difficulties have been arranged, though apparently only 
for the time being. The mail contract does not appear to be very 
attractive, and we humbly pray that the Post Office bo moved to 
make it more so, and be induced to increase the subsidy sufficiently 
to attract tenders for a motor service, for the carriage of both pas¬ 
sengers and mails, which may oven be extended to the West Coast 
ports, Xellichcrry and Mangalore, with which our community has 
exteusive business relations. 

In this connection it is very necessary^ to considerably improve 
the state of the roads, more especially those on the Ghats and outside 
the Coorg frontier. 
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Wo nre already assured of the active support and sympathy of 
Colonel Sir Hugh Daly, our much respected Chief Commissioner, 
and we confidently leave the further advancement of our cause in 
his able hands. 

An Uneasy feeling is at present prevailing in Coorg that some 
administrative change in connection with the province is in contem¬ 
plation. We, therefore, respectfully pray for an assurance that 
nothing will ho done without first consulting the views of those 
i nil mediately it t teres ted. 

In conclusion, we are grateful to Your Excellency's Government 
for the annual grant, for five years, of Us. 1,500 towards our Scienti¬ 
fic Officer’s Assistant Fund, and we thank Your Excellency for the 
gracious reception accorded to us and this our address. 

His Excellency replied as follows :—] 

Gentlemen of the Coorg Planters' Association ,—I 
thank you for your loyal and dutiful address, and share 
vour regret that I have not been able to receive it within 
the confines of a province, with the development and 
prosperity of which the efforts and interests of the 
planting community have been so long and so clospl^ 
connected. 

i am glad to learn that the administrative problems, 
to which previous deputations from your Association 
have invited the attention of other Viceroys, bay© in 
many cases been satisfactorily settled. I sympathise 
with your anxiety regarding the project for a railway to 
the West Coast, but I can at present only undertake that 
it will receive the careful and sympathetic consideration 
which it manifestly deserves. 

I am sorry to hear of the difficulties that have arisen 
in regard to the postal service, but I understand they 
have been overcome and that a new contract has recently 
been entered into, under which the post office have con* 
siderably increased their subsidy. 

A motor service would undoubtedly be a great advant¬ 
age, but I am informed that up to the present no one has 
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offered to undertake it upon anything like a reasonable 
subsidy. 

The improvement of roads, both within and without 
the Coorg border, is, I understand, already receiving 
attention. 

I was very pleased to sanction a modest grant towards 
the cost of your Scientific Assistant, whose services will, 

1 trust, lx of substantial value, not only to the coffee 
industry, but also in connection with the experiments in 
tea, rubber, etc., on which I hear that some of your com¬ 
munity are engaged. 

I will only odd that no change in the administration 
of Coorg is at present in any way under the consideration 
or contemplation of the Government of India, who, I 
feel sure, would never proceed to deal with a project of 
such a nature, unless and until they had taken steps to 
inform themselves as to the views of all those immediately 
interested in the matter. 

In conclusion, let me thank you, Gentlemen, in all 
sincerity for the opportunity you have given me of meet¬ 
ing you—1 fear at considerable personal inconvenience 
to yourselves—and for the courteous welcome you have 
accorded me. 


NORTH MYSORE, SOUTH MYSORE, AND BABA BUDAN 
PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATIONS. 

[This address mainly consisted of a prayer for direct railway com¬ 
munication with the West Coast. 

His Excellency replied as follows :—] 

Gentlemen , — I am greatly obliged to you for your 
kind words, and regard it as a compliment that you should 
have been moved to present me with this address. 
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Your deputation is the third which has to-day drawn 
my attention to the importance, in the interests of Mysore 
and the adjoining country, of railway communication 
with the West Coast. The subject is one which had 
already come before me, and I have noted independently 
the discussions regarding it, which were held in August 
last, us well as in previous years, at the annual meeting 
of the United Planters’ Association of Southern India. 
] must content myself with asking you, as I have already 
asked the deputations from Coorg, to accept my assur¬ 
ance that the project will receive full and sympathetic 
consideration. 

I will only add that I have reason to know that your 
interests and enterprises are watched with close concern 
and attention by my host, His Highness the Maharaja 
of Mysore, and it is a pleasure to me to think that I am 
onJy echoing his sentiments when I wish you all success 
and prosperity. 

I am extremely glad to have had this opportunity of 
meeting you, and again thank you very heartily for your 
congratulations upon my recovery, and for the warmth 
of your welcome to Lady Hnrdinge and myself. 


STATE BANQUET AT MYSORE. 

[In the evening of the 7th November His Highness the Maharaja 7th Nov 
entertained Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Harding© and 1913. 
a large number of guests to a banquet, which was held in Govern¬ 
ment House. At the conclusion of dinner the Maharaja, accom¬ 
panied by the Yuvaraja, the Dewan and Nobles of State arrived 
when His Highness made the following speech: — 

Your Excellencies , Ladies and Gentlemen ,—I have long looked 
forward to the pleasure of welcoming Lady Hardinge and yourself to 
Mysore. Living as 1 do far away from Delhi and Simla, it is but 
seldom that I have the privilege of meeting Your Excellencies, and 
rny gratification at our present meeting is enhanced by the thought 
that you are my honoured guests and that Your Excellency has come 
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among us completely restored to health and strength. % can assure 
you that nowhere was the indignation and horror deeper than in 
Mysore at the time of the Delhi outrage which caused you long 
and painful illness; and that nowhere were the rejoicings at your 
recovery more sincere and universal. 

Your Excellency’s visit to us comes at a time when Mysore is 
enjoying the benefits of peace and prosperity, like the rest of 
India, under your liberal and enlightened administration. A suc¬ 
cession of favourable seasons lias enabled my Government to direct 
our attention to the development of the material prosperity of the 
State by increased expenditure on irrigation and other public works, 
by extending railway communications, by promoting education and 
encouraging industries. 

My State is liberally provided with institutions for associating 
the people with the policy and activities of my Government. The 
Representative Assembly, now a long-established institution, is 
carrying on its useful purpose of bringing the needs and grievances 
of the people to the notice of Government and keeping the latter in 
touch with public opinion. In order to bring the people into still 
closer touch with the administration and to cultivate independence 
of thought and action, my Government have recently established 
an Industrial and Economic Conference, with separate committees 
for Industries, Education and Agriculture. The duties of the Con¬ 
ference are deliberative and advisory and tlio whole idea is to train 
the people to think, to act and, above all, to originate. I foresee a 
very useful future before the Conference, working hand in hand with 
the Government Departments, which correspond to its three prin¬ 
cipal branches, and it has already done valuable work in investi¬ 
gating certain practical schemes of development. 

I have recently sanctioned measures to strengthen the repre¬ 
sentative element in our Local Legislative Council and to associate 
the leading men of the country, to some extent, in the work of the 
administration by conferring on them, subject to proper safeguards, 
the privileges of Budget discussion and interpellation. These 
measures have been welcomed by my subjects and I have no doubt 
will tend to promote their prosperity and the good government of the 
State. 

Education, which is the root of all progress, is receiving its duo 
share of attention, and we are endeavouring to follow Your Excel¬ 
lency’s generous policy of fostering education in all grades, Primary, 
Technical and University. Wo have sanctioned a largely increased 
grant for Primary Schools and for educational buildings and we 
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have recently introduced a Bohemo for tcohnioal and commercial 
education. We have also passed a Bill framed on cautious lines to 
legalise compulsory education in selected areas. Our most pressing 
needs are the extension of Primary Schools, the provision of pro¬ 
perly trained teachers and the improvement of female education. 

Within the past year or two, my Government have taken stops 
to improve the prospects of officers of alt thp principal Departments 
of the State, and we are considering seriously the whole question of 
raising tho morale of our public services by introducing a system of 
careful recruitment, by giving selected young officers of all Depart¬ 
ments a training in Europe and by insisting on high character and 
efficiency. 

The Kannambadi Reservoir which is now being constructed will 
secure the supply of,.electric power to the Kolar Gold Fields and 
will also safeguard our irrigation under tho Cauvery, besides appeal¬ 
ing to the imagination by converting a portion of the valley and bed 
of that river into one of the largest artificial lakes in the world. 

For many years past, railway extension in Mysore has been at a 
standstill, and we have long realised that we must go forward and 
extend our railways in such a way as to provide internal means of 
communication all over the State and at the same time to form 
useful and important links with tho main lines of railway in the 
surrounding British territory. I am confident that Your Excel¬ 
lency's Government will view our railway policy with sympathy and 
will give your support to projects for extending through communica¬ 
tion into British territory. 

I have mentioned all those evidence of progress because I feel 
that Your Excellency should be assured that my Government are 
not standing still but doing their utmost to maintain the high 
standard of administration for the good of the people bequeathed 
to us by the British Commission 82 years ago, and to give the best 
practical proof of our loyalty to the King-Emperor and our appre¬ 
ciation of the benefits of British rule and the sympathetic policy of 
Your Excellency’s Government towards the Kative States of India. 

I take this opportunity of acknowledging the unvarying 
sympathy and good-will which Your Excellency has manifested from 
time to time towards myself and ray State; and I must also express 
my grateful thanks to the Government of India for having sent as 
Resident to Mysore an officer of such storling qualities as the 
Hon’bla Sir Hugh Daly, whose relations with me and my Govern¬ 
ment have always been most friendly and cordial. 



MIN IST/fy 



62 Speeches by H. E, Lord Hardinge of Pens hurst 


Statr banquet at Mysore . 

In conclusion, I can only assure Your Excellency and Lady 
Hardinge once more of a vory hearty welcome to Mysore and to 
express the hope that your approaching visit to the Khcddah t nip 
will afford you a much needed rest from the arduous duties of yoyr 
high office, and that Your Excellency will carry away with you 
pleasant memories of your visit to my State. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, it only remains for me to propose the 
health of Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Hardinge, and I feel 
sure that you will respond warmly to the toast. 

In reply the Viceroy spoke as follows :—] 

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen ,—T must in 
the first place thank Your Highness for the cordial terms 
in which you have proposed the health of Lady Hardinge 
and myself, and for the sentiments of friendship and 
goodwill to which you have given expression. I need 
hardly say that I sincerely and warmly reciprocate those 
friendly sentiments, and that I share with Your High¬ 
ness your regret that Delhi and Simla are so far from 
Mysore that the opportunities we have of meeting each 
other are rare. I must thank your Highness for the 
kind way in which you have alluded to my Providential 
escape at Delhi last year and to my restoration to health, 
which is now mercifully complete. 

Lord Curzon, when lie visited Mysore .11 years ago to 
install Your Highness on the gadi, spoke of the splendid 
Opportunities of the future then opening before Your 
Highness. To-day, as we look round, we see on every 
side ample evidence that these opportunities have been 
turned to good account. On every side there are signs 
of material and moral progress and development, the 
result of good administration. 

The State has been blessed by Providence with excep¬ 
tional natural resources, and these are being utilised to 
the advantage of its inhabitants by every device of human 
ingenuity and skill. 

The wonderful success of the electric power scheme is 
almost too well-known a topic for me to dilate on, but I 
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cannot help expressing my congratulation to Your High¬ 
ness on the facts, of which 1 have recently been apprised, 
that the net profits to date since the inception of the 
scheme have practically reached the total of the capital 
outlay, and that the royalty received by Your Highness’s 
Government last year amounted to no less than 16 lakhs 
of rupees. 

The State consists, however, mainly of agricultural 
land, and Your Highness’s Government has, as one would 
have expected, devoted particular care and attention to 
its development, on the two main lines of irrigation and 
the extension of communications. As an example 1 may 
mention the success of the Kannambadi water scheme, 
which has not only contributed to an extension of irri¬ 
gated land, but also to an increase of electric power at 
Sivasamudram. 

1 trust that the arbitration now iri progress between 
the Mysore State and the Madras Government with 
regard to the waters of the Cauverv will result in a settle¬ 
ment satisfactory to both parties; and though it cannot 
be hoped that either side will obtain all the water it may 
desire, I am confident that the arbitrator’s decision will 
be just, and that, whatever is decided, it will bo a source 
of satisfaction to have brought this difficult question to 
a definite conclusion. 

As regards communications, I am glad to hear of the 
active part that the Mysore Durbar are taking in the 
construction of railways to open up the State and thereby 
to secure markets for their cultivators’ produce and the 
expansion of trade. This is a movement which is making 
great strides in Native States in all parts of India, and 
they have in this policy my strong support. 

In such developments it is of course impossible to 
avoid occasional difficulties. Vested interests claim that 
they should not suffer, and it is but just that these claims 
should receive reasonable consideration. I have every 
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confidence, however, that it will be possible to arrange for 
the construction of the lines which Your Highness’s 
Government desire to make on terms which will be 
acceptable to all the parties interested. 

There are other ways also in which Your Highness 
has taken thought for your peoples’ welfare. I learn 
with great satisfaction that the Co-operative Credit move¬ 
ment has expanded and developed, and is bringing relief 
to the indebtedness of the peasant, that an Institute of 
Public Health and a School of Hygiene have been estab¬ 
lished, in which Sanitary Inspectors are receiving train¬ 
ing, and that an industrial survey of the State has been 
undertaken, with good results in the form of the improve¬ 
ment of various indigenous industries. This is the true 
Swadeshi movement, and I wish it all success. 

I have spoken hitherto only of the material progress ol 
the State, but Your Highness has realised that it is not 
on Ibis alone that true well-being depends. The 
liberality of your policy is well known, and the Represen¬ 
tative Assembly, strengthened by the important reforms 
which have just been introduced and the Economic Con¬ 
ference will, I trust, fulfil one of the chief purposes of 
their existence and, as Your Highness hopes, train your 
people to think, to act and to originate. 

I must congratulate Your Highness, too, upon your 
enlightened educational policy. Under your fostering 
care”education is making rapid progress; and springing 
from the annual Conference of 1911, your Government, 
have recently sanctioned a generous programme, which 
includes provision for a large extension of primary 
education, measures to supply teachers possessed of higher 
qualifications, increased grants for female education, and 
an experimental Hoarding House for Panchamas at 
Mysore. At. the same time a special Committee, assem¬ 
bled in 1910, to consider the improvement of industrial 


WHtSTfty 



05 



State Banquet at Mysore. 

education, is bearing* fruit in schemes for a Technical 
Institute at Mysore, and a Mechanical Engineering* 
School and a Commercial, School at Bangalore, where 
progress will be made on tentative lines. 

I am glad that the vexed question of the revenues of 
the Assigned Tracts was last year decided, and I am 
sure that it must be a source of satisfaction to Your High¬ 
ness to have arrived at a settlement, the more so as an 
examination of the accounts shows, so I understand, a 
balance due to the Durbar of nearly ‘10 lakhs of rupees. 

It is hardly necessary for me to speak of the relations 
between the Government of India and the Mysore Dur¬ 
bar. They have always been intimate and friendly, and 
their harmony will, I am confident, never he disturbed, 
certainly so long as Your Highness is on the gadi and 
has, as Resident, an officer of Sir Hugh Daly’s wisdom 
and sympathy. 

I have now the pleasant duty of making an announce¬ 
ment which it is as gratifying to me to deliver as T trust 
it will he to Your Highness to receive. Some four 
months ago Your Highness wrote me a letter in which 
you took exception to certain features in the Instrument 
of Transfer of 1881 under which the Government of 
Mysore was restored to Your Highness’s father, and you 
urged that the document should be revised both in sub¬ 
stance and in form in such a manner as to indicate more 
appropriately the relation subsisting between the British 
Government and the State of Mysore. 

After very careful consideration of the question I 
have decided, with the concurrence of His Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for India, to substitute for the Instru¬ 
ment of Transfer a new Treaty which will place the 
relations between us on a footing more in consonance 
with Your Highness’s actual position among the Feuda¬ 
tory Chiefs of India. His Majesty’s Government in 
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accepting my proposal ltave observed that Your High¬ 
ness’s views on this question were stated with much force 
and moderation, and that they derive additional weight 
from the high character and reputation which Your 
Highness lias always borne. With this observation T 
desire to associate myself in the very fullest degree, and 
1 look on il as a particularly happy circumstance that it 
should have fallen to my lot to convey to Your Highness 
on this auspicious occasion so striking a proof of the 
esteem and regard in which you are held by those res¬ 
ponsible for the Government of this great Empire. 

Finally 1 wish to express the happiness it has been 
to me to have again had the pleasure of meeting Your 
Highness’s brother the Yuvaraj, and I hope I may have 
many more opportunities of renewing my acquaintance 
with him while T am in India. 

I need not say liow much Lady Hardinge and I are 
enjoying our visit to Mysore, or how much we are look¬ 
ing forward to such on interesting experience as the 
Kheddah that Your Highness is so kindly going to pro¬ 
vide, but I must thank Your Highness for all the friendly 
and generous hospitality you have shown vis, and say 
how much we appreciate nil that we have seen and all 
that has been done for us. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to join me in drink¬ 
ing the health of His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore, 
wishing him and his State all possible prosperity. 

[At the conclusion of His Excellency's speech His Highness rose 
again and thanked the Viceroy in the following words : — 

Your Excellency ,—It is difficult for me to express in words my 
gratitude for the gracious arid generous act of Your Excellency's 
Government in granting a Treaty to Mysore to replace the Instru¬ 
ment of Transfer under which Mysore was restored to my father’s 
rule 82 years ago. I ean only assure Your Excellency that I value 
very highly not only the gift of the Treaty itself, but the trust and 
confidence in my Government which the grant of the Treaty implies. 
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I could wish for uo greater reward for my efforts to maintain a 
high standard of administration than the gracious words of praise 
and encouragement which have fallen from Your Excellency a Ups. 
Not only will the Treaty be welcomed by all classes of my people, 
but it will draw still closer the bond of gratitude and loyalty which 
1ms always united us to the British Government and will he re¬ 
garded ns a signal proof of the sympathy and generosity which have 
always marked the policy of the Supreme Government towards the 
Native States.] 


ADDRESS FROM BANGALORE MUNICIPALITY. 

[Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady 'Hard in go arrived at 19th Nov 
Bangalore on the morning of the 19th November, and were met on 1919. 
the platform by Sir Hugh Daly, the Resident, who introduced Sir 
John Nixon, Commanding the Southern Army, General Wapshare, 
Commanding the Bangalore Brigade, and the Dewan of Mysore. 

After Sir John Nixon had presented his personal staff the First 
Assistant (Mr. Warburton) to the Resident, Major O'Grady, Brigade- 
Major to General Wapsliare and Major Rankin, commanding the 
escort, were presented by Sir Hugh Daly. The senior military 
officers of the Bangalore Brigade were then introduced in turn by 
General Money, Chief Staff Officer to Sir John Nixon, and the prin¬ 
cipal officer of the Mysore State and certain Mysore Government 
officials by the First Assistant to the Resident. As soon as the 
introductions wore completed His Excellency inspected the guard- 
of-honour of the 2nd Battalion (Q. 0.), the Cameron Highlanders, 
which was drawn up on the platform, and then proceeded with Her 
Excellency to a panelal to receive an address delivered by Mr. Cox, 

I.C.S., on behalf of the Municipal Commissioners of the Civil and 
Military Station of Bangalore, which was as follows :— 

May it please Your Excellency ,—On behalf of all classes of the 
community of the Civil and Military Station of Bangalore, we desire 
to offer to Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge a sincere and hearty 
welcome to this part of the Empire, and at the same time to express 
our regret that the time at Your Excellencies’ disposal will not 
allow a longer stay here than a few days. 

Looking back a few years we sec that, in the address of welcome 
presented to Lord Curzon in 1900, this station was referred to as a 
sanitarium and a resort for European Government pensioners. In 
welcoming Earl Minto in 1909 the station was again alluded to as a 
health resort. 

F# 
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In reiterating what was said on those occasions, we have only to 
add that the popularity of the station is spreading far and wide. The 
problem we have to solve is how, with our limited r sources, to 
maintain the reputation of the place as a sanitarium. We must 
acquaint Your Excellency with the fact that our hospitals, our 
markets, our water-supply and our drainage are defective and in¬ 
sufficient for the, demands of a steadily-growing population; the 
present Municipal revenues will not admit of large expenditure on 
works of any magnitude, howover important or urgent they may be; 
and we seo no prospect of augmenting our revenues in any way, but 
we venture to say that we are confident that, as in the past, so in 
the future, the Government of India will come to our aid. 

We desire to acknowledge with gratitude the favour which have 
been shown to us in recent years by way of grants by the Govern¬ 
ment of India for the improvement of our sanitate n, water-supply 
and education, especially for the grant this year of four lakhs of 
rupees for sanitation and for the recurring grant of half a lakh for 
the same object. At the same time we would respectfully request 
that we may bo relieved of the loan of Rs. 80,000 advanced to us in 
July 19il, i).y having this amount treated as a free grant, and that 
the payments which we have been obliged to make to the Mysore 
Durbar on account of shortage in our own water-supply, amounting 
to Rs. 23,968, may be refunded to us. 

Wo desire also to request that, whatever the ultimate decision 
may be as to the disposal of the accumulated surplus revenues of the 
Assigned Tract in future years, it may be so utilised for the benefit 
of the station that no considerable surplus of income over expendi¬ 
ture niav accrue—a surplus which so far from benefiting the Imperial 
Exchequer is under an agreement handed over to the neighbouring 
State of Mysore. 

We respectfully submit that in particular we may be reliovod of 
the imposition of income-tax, that the military contribution to our 
annual revenues may be increased, and that Government, buildings 
may be made liable for the levy of rates and taxes. We believe 
that these matters are now ponding with the Government of India 
for consideration. 

We would also request that the Municipal Dispensaries, which 
are at present maintained by us, at an annual cost of Rs. 9,200, may 
be placed under the maintenance of the Government of India. 

We should aho respectfully represent that the feelings of the 
community are in favour of a separation of the political and judicial 
administration of the station and of vesting the highest appellate 
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jurisdiction in the Madras High Court, while at the same time, in 
order to raise the status of the District Judge, it is felt that the old 
system which existed until 1891 of having a District und Sessions 
Judge might with advantage ho resumed. 

This address of welcome would be incomplete if we failed to 
mention with what manifestations of joy and thankfulness the 20th 
Juno last was observed in that station, and how glad the whole 
population — old and young—were of the opportunity afforded them 
of celebrating in a fitting manner Your Excellency’s return to health 
and strength after the dastardly outrage on Your Excellency’s life. 

In conclusion, we pray that, in the future when Your Excellency 
and Lady Hardinge look back on your sojourn in India, the visit— 
regrettably short though it was —to the Civil and Military Station of 
Bangalore may be remembered as one of the brightest episodes of 
your stay in this vast continent. 

His Excellency mado the following reply :—] 

Gentle men of the Municipal Commission of the Civil 
and Military Station , — I thank you, both lor Lady 
Hardinge and myself, for your welcome, and can assure 
you that we share your regret that time will not permit, 
of our making a longer stay at Bangalore, the popularity 
of which as a sanitarium and a health resort is well- 
known. 

1 shall instruct the Resident to examine the various 
requests and requirements which are made or mentioned 
in your address, and any recommendations which he may 
find himself able to make in these matters will receive 
very careful consideration. 

I note with much satisfaction your acknowledgment 
of the assistance which the station has already received 
from the Government of India, and which according to 
my information has been given with no niggardly hand. 
The special grants for sanitation and education during 
the past 2| years exceed, T believe, 8 lakhs of rupees, 
without reckoning the recurring grant of half a lakh for 
sanitation, or the increase of nearly Hs. 10,000 a year, 
which has recently been sanctioned in the expenditure 
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on the civil hospitals. The ordinary grants-in-aid for 
education have recently averaged over lakhs a year. 

In earlier years a similar liberality was shown, notably 
in connection with the water supply and the jewel filters, 
towards the capital cost of which no contribution was 
required from the Municipality. Their proportional 
share of the capital cost, in the case of the water supply 
alone, would, I understand, have exceeded 11 lakhs. 

1 mention these facts in order to show that the Gov¬ 
ernment of India have always been ready to do as much 
as appeared to be legitimately right to further the 
interests of the station, and as an indication that reason¬ 
able requests will receive sympathetic treatment in the 
future. You will recognise that in dealing with the 
question of the provision of funds the Government of 
India must have regard not only to the demands of other 
communities in India, but also to the special liberality 
with which Bangalore has been treated in the past. As 
to the question id the disposal of the surplus revenues of 
the Assigned Tract the Resident has, I believe, recently 
given you an explanation which will, 1 trust, have 
removed from your minds any possible misunderstanding 
as to the extent with which the Commission are con¬ 
cerned with this question. 

As regards judicial administration, you are aware 
that, in all criminal proceedings connected with Euro¬ 
pean British subjects residing in Bangalore, appellate 
jurisdiction already vests in the High Court of Madras. 
For the rest, the information which I possess indicates 
that the changes which you suggest might not be for the 
convenience or interests of litigants while they would 
involve an increase of expenditure for which there 
appears to be at present scarcely sufficient justification. 

Lady Hardinge and I were greatly touched by the 
remarkable manifestation in Bangalore on the 20th 
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June, when the assembly of children, under arrange¬ 
ments made by Committees representing' both the City 
and the Civil and Military Station, equalled, if it did 
not exceed, the gatherings in any other similar centre in 
India on that day, I am very glad to have this oppor¬ 
tunity of publicly thanking all who worked so hard and 
so efficiently for the success of that celebration. The 
circumstance' gives an additional interest to our visit to 
Bangalore, which we were very pleased to be able to 
include in our tour. 


LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF NEW YOUNG MEN’S 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION BUILDING AT BANGALORE. 

[After attending a garden party given by the Dew an of Mysore 19th Nov. 
/ on the afternoon of the 19th November, His Excellency tho Viceroy .1913. 

proceeded to lay the foundation atone of the above building. 

On arrival at the site Their Excellencies were received on arrival 
by General Wapshare and his staff who conducted them to their 
seats on a dais close to the foundation stone. There were also pre¬ 
sent on tho dais Sir John and Lady Nixon, tho Rev. H. Hacking, 

B.A., Mrs. Wapshare, General Money, Mrs. La wren son, Y.M.C.A., 

Mr. Cal Ian, Y.M.C.A., and His Excellency’s personal staff. A 
guard-of-honour of tho 108th Infantry under tho command of Captain 
Waller was drawn up to the south of tho entrance drive and received 
Their Excellencies as they alighted with a royal salute. The pro¬ 
ceedings opened with a Collect read by the Rev. H. Hacking, the 
Y.M.C.A. Chaplain, after which General Wapshare read the follow¬ 
ing address to His Excellency :— 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the directors and members 
of the Young Mens Christian Association of Bangalore, desire to 
express our gratitude for your presence with ns on this auspicious 
occasion. This evidence of your interest in tho work we are doing 
and planning to do, especially for the men of the British Army, is 
most encouraging and strengthens us in our purpose to carry forward 
the work to a high state of efficiency. From its small and very 
simple beginning in London the Young Men ’s Christian Association 
has grown into a great world organisation and lias demonstrated 
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among numv classes of people in all the countries of the world that 
Us principles and methods meet the needs of those it seeks to serve. 
r l he most striking development during the past fifteen years has been 
the rapid growth of the Association in the Near and Far East, the 
Philippine Islands and South America. The success in those lands 
have almost outstripped the success in Western countries and oe are 
encouraged to believe that the Association has much to contribute 
to the upbuilding of the best life of young men during this important 
period of social, economic, mental and religious reconstruction so 
manifest in all Eastern countries. 

Throughout the world Governments lmve been pleased to muni- 
font their interest in our movement and to extend to it their prac- 
tieul help. His Highness the Maharaja of Mysore most generously 
gsvi. a very desirable site of five acres and graciously laid tho corner 
stone of the splendid new building erected upon it for the Indian 
young men of the city. We aro deeply indebted to General Sir 
John Wood, commanding the !)th Division, and tho officers of the 
Mangalore Brigade for the gift of this very spacious and desirable 
° s, f "P° n wJ,,c 'h ^e new Army Branch is to he erected, 
t ins has been a most encouraging indication that we are regarded by 
the Government as co-operating with them in furthering the best 
interests of their young men. It is twelve years since the work of 
tlm Association was inaugurated in Bangalore. Though we believe 
much work of lasting value has been accomplished, yet we regard 
ourselves as emerging only from a stage of experiment. We now 
cuter upon a period in which our plans will bo formulated and build¬ 
ings erected for the equipment of the Association as a permanent 
institution in tho social, physical, mental and moral life of young 
men in this community. The building, the corner stone of which 
lour Excellency has graciously consented to lay on this occasion, 
is the second we have planted. A third for the civilian young men 
of the cantonment will be erected, we hope, during the next two 
years and will complete our plans for tho building equipment of the 
Bangalore Assoc,at,on. This building will be the first erected by 
the Young Men s Christian Association in India in the interests of 
the British soldier. Among the many classes of young men with 

tTt.r T* Tv UCtiVitk ' a the Clailns of ,,ono «ro more urgent 
than those of our soldiers. It is, therefore, our most earnest desire 

officers 1 'of'H M bui ! dl . ng ( . to C0 -°P erokp "i*h the Government and 
fla ers of His Majesty s forces m all things that are for the highest 
leeruativo, social, educational and moral life of the men in timber- 
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vice. We would especially seek to emphasise the need of technical 
education that will prepare the soldier during his service for a life 
of productive citizenship on returning to civil life. There arc at the 
present time many plans with this end in view under discussion; 
but we believe none can bo truly successful that does not provide 
incentive, encouragement and facility for forethought, self-culture 
and preparation during the leisure hours of a soldier’s foreign ser¬ 
vice. It is the provision of such facilities that will differentiate this 
institution from all other military institutions in India. We believe 
that in thus seeking to provide for the best interests of the soldiers 
of our army we shall secure tho cordial sympathy and practical co¬ 
operation of His Majesty’s officers, and indeed of every loyal citizen 
of tho British Empire. 

His Excellency in laying the stone spoke as follows :—] 



i 


General Wap share, Ladies and Gentlemen ,— The 
past few years have been a period of great and rapid 
development in many directions in India —industrial, 
commercial, educational and political activities have 
alike enormously increased, but I think you will all agree 
with me that the growth of the social work of the Young 
Men's Christian Association during the last six years has 
been amazing. On every side I hear of the opening out 
of new fields of labour and service, the erection of new 
buildings, the planning of more, and the appointment of 
additional Secretaries to cope with enlarged responsi¬ 
bilities. 

I think the keynote of the Association is to help young 
men to help themselves physically, intellectually and 
morally, and the manner in which its work appeals to all 
broad-minded men, without distinction of race or creed, 
has been happily illustrated in Bangalore by the gener¬ 
ous support accorded to it by His Highness the Maharaja 
of Mysore. I have read with the greatest interest the 
liberal and sympathetic speech which His Highness 
delivered when he laid the corner stone of the new build¬ 
ing in the city. I am in full accord with, and cannot 
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improve on, what His Highness then said as to the gene¬ 
ral value of the training which such institutions provide. 
In my capacity therefore of Patron of the National Couti- 
rjl of the Young Men’s Christian Association in India 
and Ceylon, it affords me particular pleasure to be able 
to lay the foundation stone of this the first building to bo 
erected in India by the Association in the interests of tin* 
British soldier. 1 am specially in sympathy with wlmt 
has been said in the address as to the desirability of 
affording opportunities to the soldier, while in the Ariuv, 
to train himself for the oc< upations of civil life, and I 
agree that this is a matter of true Imperial interest. 

Perhaps some of you have read Kipling’s ballad 
“Back to the Army Again ” and remember the lines— 


A man of four-an ’-twenty that 
’Asu’t learned of a trade* — 
Beside “ Reserve ” agin him — 
E’d better ho never made. 


They contain a reproach to our system, which every 
u tie who lias at heart the interests of England and Eng¬ 
land’s soldiers would rejoice to see removed, and we all 
owe e great debt*of gratitude to the Young Men’s Chris¬ 
tian Association for the experiments they contemplate 
making in this institution in the direction of giving men 
technical instruction, such us will put them in the way 
of earning a decent livelihood after they leave the Army, 
and I feel confident that full advantage will be taken of 
such exceptional opportunities. 

The project lias evidently been very carefully pre¬ 
pared. The plans and the general arrangement for the 
grounds seem to me to be excellent, and the institution 
will, I anticipate, serve, as I understand it is intended 
to serve, as a model for similar institutions in other large 
cantonments in India. 
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1 have heard a good deal of the work done by Mr. 
Calhm among the troops, especially in camp, and T feel 
confident that you lmve in him a imm exceptionally well 
qualified to give effect to the general scheme, of this 
institution, which will, with the benefit of his guidance, 
commence its career under the happiest auspices. I hope 
and believe that the ceremony which 1 am now about to 
perform may be symbolical of a great step forward in 
making the life of our soldiers more happy and more 
useful alike for themselves and their country 

I have now great pleasure in laying the foundation 
stone of this building. 


PRESENTATION OF COLOURS TO 101st GRENADIERS AT 
BANGALORE. 

[ A review of tho Bangalore Brigade was held on the morning of 20th Nov. 
the 20th November on the Brigade parade ground. His Excellency 1013. 
and staff, accompanied by Sir Hugh Daly, General Sir John Nixon 
and his staff, rode out from the Residency to the saluting base, on 
arrival at which His Excellency received a royal salute. The Banga¬ 
lore Boy Scouts formed in line on either side of the saluting base. 

After the royal salute had been given His Excellency inspected the 
brigade, riding past the troops with General Wapsharo, ami returned 
to the saluting base. The next ceremony was the presenting of new 
colours to the 101st Grenadiers under the command of Colonel 
Cunningham. This regiment formed up in line in front of the 
brigade, while an escort with the old colours preceded bv the band 
marched past the regiment at the slow march, returning between 
the ranks, which had taken open order. As soon as the escort had 
resumed its place on the right of the lino the new colours were placed 
agaiust six drums in front of the Viceroy and the regiment formed 
three sides of a square. His Excellency then dismounted and made 
the following speech :—J 

Colonel Cu n n in gh a m , (Officers , Non-Co mm,issio tied 
Officers and Sepoys of the 101st Grenadiers ,—It gives me 
great pleasure to he able to present you on this occasion 
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with your new colours. The 101st Grenadiers bears a 
distinguished record covering over a century and a 
quarter of the history of British rule in India. liaised 
in .1778 by Captain Stewart, the Regiment first saw acti ve 
service with the British force, which, in 1779, proceeded 
to Poona for the restoration to the gadi of the ex-Peshwa 
Itaghunath ttao. In this expedition the regiment suf¬ 
fered severely and behaved with great gallantry. We 
next hear of the regiment, then known as the 8th Bom¬ 
bay Battalion, being present in 1780 at the storming of 
Dubhoi and Ahrriedabad, followed within a very few 
rears, by their participation in the operations of Generals 
Meadows and Matthews in Malabar, where, at the battle 
of Pamiani, as is stated, ‘ The 8th Battalion showed 
themselves equal to any troops in courage, coolness and 
discipline.” Next came the heroic defence of Mangalore 
in 1783-84, in which the 8th participated with that dis¬ 
tinguished Corps, the “ Black Watch,” whose splendid 
example they successfully emulated. As a reward for 
their gallant conduct on this occasion, the title of “ The 
Bombay Grenadiers” with the badge of the “ White 
horse ” were conferred on the regiment—distinction of 
which you are justly proud. The Grenadiers next formed 
part of Lord Cornwallis’s besieging force in the first 
siege of Seringapatam in 1792 and joined in the expedi¬ 
tion to Ceylon in 1795. Operations in Guzerat and Cam- 
bay followed, and the Grenadiers assisted at the capture 
of the Fort of Baroda in 1800, and in the assault on the 
hill stronghold of Pawnngarh shortly afterwards. The 
regiment next served with distinction at the first siege of 
Bhurtpur under Lord Lake i n 1805. After various minor 
operations in Kathiawar and Malwa. the Grenadiers then 
took part in the assault of Asirgarh in 1819. Now fol¬ 
lowed a long period of comparative peace until, in 1838, 
the Grenadiers embarked at Bombay as a unit of Sir 
John Keane’s “Army of the Indus,” which dealt with 
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the wild tribes of the Siiul frontier, who harassed the 
communications of our forces then in Afghanistan. In 
August 1840 a detachment under Major Clibborn suffered 
heavily in an attempted relief of the Fort of Kabul), all 
ranks displaying great fortitude and bravery. Two 
years afterwards the Grenadiers were present with the 
force which, under Sir C. Napier, defeated the Amirs of 
Sind at Meeanee, and during this action captured one of 
the enemy’s standards. Shortly afterwards the regiment 
took a gallant part in the battle of Hyderabad, followed 
by operations against the Waghers of Guzerat. In I860 
and in 1865 the regiment was fighting against the Arab 
tribes in the vicinity of Aden. During the 2nd Afghan 
War of 1878-80, the regiment, after a long tour of harass¬ 
ing duty on the Quetta line, marched to Kandahar in 
March f 1880, and subsequently lost over half their 
strength in the disastrous action of Maiwand, where, 
forced by circumstances to retreat, the Grenadiers did so, 
as is recorded of them “ slowly and sullenly, turning 
round every now and then firing* to the front.” 


From 1885 to 1887 the regiment took part in the first 
phase of the operations in Burma. Finally the operations 
in Somaliland in 1002—04 saw the Grenadiers again on 
field service, and two of its British officers won the V.C. 
during this expedition. 


Grenadiers! You have a fighting record of disci¬ 
plined valour and dogged courage displayed on many a 
hard-fought field : a record of which any regiment may 
well be justly proud. From the early days of British 
rule in India until now, you have stoutly and gallantly 
upheld the honour of the British Army, ns well as its 
best traditions. Arduous service in most part:* of our 
Eastern dominions has been willingly and cheerfully 
borne by you, upheld by your fine esprit dr corps, and 
has served to weld von into the fine regiment I see before 
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me. It in a sotoce. of great pride and satisfaction to me 
l,> be here to-dnv and, in presenting yon with these new 
colours, to be able to congratulate you on nearly a cen¬ 
tury and a half of faithful and loyal service uncom¬ 
plainingly rendered to your Sovereign. With the great¬ 
est; confidence I make over to you the sacred trust of 
these new colours, which are emblematic of the safety, 
tumour and welfare of our great Empire, which you, as 
a well-tried unit of that Empire’s land forces, will, I am 
Convinced, ever give your lives to defend. 


UNVEILING STATUE OF THE TATE SIR K. SHESHADRI 
IYER AT BANGALORE. 

201 h Nov. [His Excellency the Viceroy unveiled this statue on the morning 
lhl‘h of the 20th November. 

His Excellency wor received by the President nncl Members of 
the Committed and conducted to a pandal close to the statue, where 
an address was read by the President, Sir V. P. Madhava Rao, ( .I.L., 
which was as follows :— 

May it please Your Excellency,— We, the President and Members 
of the Executive Committee of the Sir I\. Sheshadri Iyer Memorial 
Fund, beg leave to offer our heartfelt thanks to Your Excellency for 
your gracious condescension in taking part in the ceremony which 
this large gathering is hero assembled to witness. 

Your Excellency’s illustrious predecessor, Karl Curzon of Kedles- 
ton, in iris memorable speech at His Highness the Maharaja s 
Installation Durbar, made special reference to the remarkable career 
of Sir Sheshadri Iyer, K.C.S.T., who “ for 18 years wielded an 
authority that was a reflex of his powerful character and abilities 
and that left its mark upon every branch of the administration.” 
His Excellency, in concurrence with Their Highnesses the Maharani 
Regent, O.I., and the Maharaja, favoured the erection of a Memorial 
to Sir Sheshadri Iyer and emphasized the view that “ the deeds and 
services of great men should he honoured by public commemoration 
in the places where they served, not merely as a posthumous com¬ 
pliment to themselves but ns an example nrrd stimulus to others.” 
He thought that “ Sir Sheshadri Iyer belonged to that, class of great 
native statesmen, whom the system and opportunities of Native 
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States sometimes bring to the front and who, in circumstances such 
as those that prevailed during his time in Mysore, find the occasion 
for conferring enduring benefits upon the State they serve/’ In 
bearing eloquent testimony to Sir Sheshadri Iyer's rare ability, 
breadth of view, and far-seeing statesmanship, Sir Donald Robertson 
observed that “ they had only to look round in Mysore to see evi¬ 
dence on all sides of his masterful powers of administration.” 

indeed, the career of the great man, whose regime was fruitful 
of the happiest results to the people of Mysore and whose memory 
we are honouring here to-day, was scarcely paralleled in the annuls 
of Modern India. After a service of 82 years, 18 of which wore 
spent in the responsible office of Pewan, Sir Sheshadri Iyer retired 
on the 18th of March 1901. In bidding him farewell, Her Highness 
the Maharnni Regent, C.T., placed on record 44 her high appreciation 
of the invaluable services rendered by this distinguished states¬ 
man,” and observed that 44 his vigorous personality had impressed 
itself on all the important departiru nts of the State and that the 
many reforms which have brought the Mysore administration up to 
a high level of efficiency are attributable in great port to his talents, 
forethought and resourcefulness.” Sir Sheshadri Iyer did not un¬ 
fortunately live long to enjoy his well-earned rest, for he passed 
away within a few months of his retirement, to the great grief of all 
who had fondly hoped he had before him a long lease of leisured life 
with perfect quiet and serene happiness. 

This movement, started under distinguished auspices, was en¬ 
thusiastically taken up by the public and liberal subscriptions flowed 
in, not only from the people of Mysore but also from a large number 
of Princes, eminent Statesmen and leaders of Society, both in India 
and in England, all of whom bad nothing but the utmost admiration 
for the great man and the warmest praise for the proposed Memorial. 

Our respectful acknowledgments are due to our beloved Maha¬ 
raja# who by bis warm interest and ready sympathy, has in no 
small measure contributed to the success of the movement. Thanks 
to a munificent donation from His Highness, a generous grant i <»m 
His Highness’ Government and liberal subscriptions from an appre¬ 
ciative public, the Memorial has now become an accomplished fact. 
A spacious Hall has been completed and a statue erected in front of 
it. A suitable library will it is hoped soon materialize. 

it only remains for us now to beg Your Excellency to unveil the 
statue of the great Statesman to whose abilities and labours is 
largely due the flourishing condition in which we find Mysore to-day. 
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ITis Excellency in reply said :—] 

Mr. President , Ladies and Gentlemen y -It gives me 
very great pleasure to assist at this ceremony to comme¬ 
morate the name of the late Sir K. Sheshadri Iyer who, 
for so many years, held the high office of the Dewan of 
Mysore. 1 had not the privilege of his personal acquaint¬ 
ance, but that he was a man of notable qualities and 
strong character is testified by the record of his labours 
during the long period he was associated with the admin¬ 
istration of this State. For his work is writ large on 
every page of Mysore history of that time. 

It is sometimes said that the Pax Britannica has taken 
all the romance out of Indian life, and it is true that the 
old opportunities of carving with the sword a way to 
fortune and glory are gone, I hope never to return, but 
when I think of the distinguished Indian who is my col¬ 
league and the Indian Members of other Councils, both in 
India and at home, not to speak of the many eminent 
men who are at the head of various professions and indus¬ 
tries, I doubt whether there is very much truth in the 
saying I have quoted. 

Sir Sheshadri himself rose from the very lowest rungs 
of the official ladder; and after he had climbed it step by 
step, his outstanding merit marked him out for the office 
of Dewan, and that at a time when the task was not an 
easy one for the country had not yet begun to recover 
from the severest famine of the last half century. Yet 
with the support and under the wise guidance of His 
Highness the late Maharaja Sri Chamarajendra Wadiar 
Bahadur, he was able to achieve much that reflects credit 
on Indian statesmanship. The revenues of the country 
which stood at 100 lakhs when he took charge had reached 
the high figure of 180 lakhs when he laid down office. 
Agriculture and trade ^flourished and every department 
of the State felt the guiding hand of the Chief Minister. 
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Large public works designed to protect the country 
against the effects of famine were undertaken and many 
parts of the country were opened out by roads and com¬ 
munications. The educational opportunities of the 
people were enlarged and the facilities for medical relief 
multiplied. While the two capital cities of Bangalore 
and Mysore owe much to Sir Sheshadri Iyer for the part 
he played in bringing into existence the excellent systems 
of water-supply which they now enjoy. 

But the most remarkable achievement of all was liis 
conception and execution, with the skilled assistance of 
Major Joly deLotbiniere, of the Gauvery Power Instal¬ 
lation Scheme which, besides bringing in handsome 
revenues to the State coffers, is contributing materially 
to its industrial development. It is gratifying to me to 
learn that His Highness’s Government have further 
developed, and are still developing, the scheme initiated 
by him, and I have every hope that the results will be of 
ever increasing value for the promotion of the material 
wealth and prosperity of the country. 

Sir Sheshadri Iyer has thus left a record behind him 
which marks him out, with Sir Salar Jung of Hyderabad, 
Raja Sir Dinkar Kao of Gwalior and Sir T. Madhava 
Kao of Indore and Baroda, as a member of that group 
of Indian statesmen, whose fame has spread far beyond 
the borders where they laboured so faithfully and so well, 
and whose names will remain as a lasting example to 
their successors. 

I am proud to have the privilege of unveiling the 
statue of such a man as this, and it only remains for me 
to congratulate the Memorial Committee on the conclu¬ 
sion of their labours, and to express the hope that this 
statue may long serve to bring to the minds of future 
generations the memory of a great Indian statesman. 


q 
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ADDRESS FROM KOLAR GOLD FIELD MINING BOARD* 

;>1st Nov. [His Excellency the Viceroy left Bangalore on the 20th Novern- 
1,013. ber on a visit to the Kolar Gold Fields, arriving early on the morning 
of the 21st at Bowringpott* His Excellency was received by Mr. 
Arthur Gifford, Chairman of the Mining Board, and drove nine miles 
to the Fields, whore he breakfasted with Mr. and Mrs. Gifford. A 
guard-of-honour of the Kolar Gold Fields Rifle Volunteers was drawn 
up outside Mr. Gifford’s house. This corps is famous for being a 
very efficient one, with some 700 numbers, and for the numerous 
shooting trophies it has won. His Excellency presented long ser¬ 
vice medals to Sergeant-Major Itodway and Sergeant Stewart. 

Tito following address was then presented to the Viceroy :— 

May it please Your ExcellencyWe, the members of the Kolar 
Gold Field Mining Board, hog to bo permitted to extend to Your 
Excellency a most respectful and hearty welcome to the Mines, 
and to offer on behalf of the Directors and Managers of the several 
Companies in London their very sincere thanks for the honour 
which Your Excellency’s visit to-day confers upon the industry. 

It is impossible during the course of a brief visit to the Fields 
to acquire more than general idea of the work accomplished above 
ground and, more particularly, below the surface, but the following 
summary will, we hope, serve to convey some impression of the 
scopo of our operations. 

From the commencement of operations in 1880 until the 301h 
June 1018, 10,242,000 ounces of gold have been won, realizing 
approximately £39,107,000 sterling. £15,580,000 has boon distri¬ 
buted amongst the shareholders, and £2,003,000 paid to the Mysore 
Government in respect of royalty and percentage on dividends. 

At the present time six British Companies, whoso combined 
capital is £2,081.000, are concerned in developing the resources 
of this Field. They employ 500 Europeans, 340 Anglo-Indians 
and 25,230 Indians, who, with their families, make a total popula¬ 
tion of about 48,000. In addition, there is a considerable 
non-mining population which the. industry has attracted to the 
neighbourhood. 

As a result of this enterprise, on the site of what was 33 
years ago a bleak and more or less unproductive tract, has been 
developed the busy, flourishing, and, we may add, unique Metalli¬ 
ferous Mining Centro which Your Excellency sees before you 
to-day. 

To construct what has boon aptly described as an oasis of 
human and mechanical activity in the jungle, and to achieve the 
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remunerative results to which the figures already quoted testify, 
it was essential to provide, not only capital, hut in a largo 
degree, scientifically directed Geological and Mining energy and 
experience, combined with a determination to overcome all the 
dangers and difficulties inseparable from such a hazardous under¬ 
taking. But these indispensable factors would have boon of but 
limited avail had our endeavours not been so continuously sup¬ 
ported by the statesmanlike proceedings and beneficent co-opera¬ 
tion of the Government of His Highness the Maharaja of 
Mysore. 

We would add to this general acknowledgment of enlightened 
Mysore policy a brief reference to two matters of first importance. 

Your Excellency is doubtless aware that tho greater portion 
of our Machinery (Stamp Mills, Air Compressors, Hoisting and 
Pumping Engines and Workshop Plant) is operated by electrical 
power generated at tho Cauyery Palls situated about ninety 
miles away. For this project, which has contributed very largely 
to economical mining, we are indebted to the genius of FI is 
Highness’s officials. In like manner we have also to thank them 
for the provision of an excellent and abundant supply of water 
filtered at, and pumped from, the Betarnangalam Works a few 
miles distant from the Minos. To the inestimable boon of a 
pure water supply wo owe in a great measure our comparative 
immunity from those dread diseases which, previously, wo had 
too frequently to contend with. 

It was found necessary, in order to cope with thefts of the 
precious metal at various stages of production, to take extra¬ 
ordinary preventive measures necessarily involving a large outlay. 
Bodies of watchmen were enlisted in other parts of Tndia, and the 
Companies contributed towards the upkeep of a special staff of 
detectives. Additionally, a "Regulation of a very special charac¬ 
ter was enacted by the Government of Mysore. This operates 
' n the Fields with, it is believed, highly beneficial results, but it 
does not extend to tho Kolar Gold Fields Railway, 
comprising a narrow strip of land, over which the British 
Government exercises jurisdiction, running through the centre, of 
the Mining Area. We have no intention of imputing unfriendliness 
or obstruction to the Railway Police, but it must, we think, bo 
obvious that a thin wedge of foreign jurisdiction, practically open, 
and indistinguishable from the tract which it penetrates, must to 
some extent prove an obstacle in the continuity so essential to 
successful working under the Gold Mines Regulation. Our argu¬ 
ments have been fully set out in the coses submitted through the 
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Mysore Authorities to the Resident, and we trust that they may 
receive considerate treatment at the hands of the Government of 
India. 

We feel that sonic reference to tho occurrence of what have been 
formed “ Air Blasts ” in theso Mines is called for, a phenomenon 
which, as Your Excellency will be aware, is not peculiar to the 
Kolar Gold Field. Wo need scarcely assure Your Excellency that 
every precautionary measure that experience can suggest has been, 
end continues, in close co-operation with the Mysore Geological 
Department, to bo taken, to render tho under-ground workings as 
little liable to those convulsions of nature as possible, and to protect 
our workmen from their effects. 

We have had many evidences in tho past of the interest taken 
by the Government of India in the Kolar Gold Field, and we beg 
earnestly to expross th© hope that, under Your Excellency, Mining 
generally throughout India will continue to receive its support. 

In conclusion, we would respectfully offer to Your Excellency 
our most sincere congratulations on Your Excellency’s restoration 
to health, which, we trust, will long remain unimpaired; and ask 
you to accept the renewed assurance of our appreciation of the 
great honour which Your Excellency’s visit has bestowed upon us. 

His Excellency replied as follows :—] 

Gentlemen ,—I desire to thank both you and your 
Companies in London for a welcome, which I highly 
appreciate. I have looked forward to a visit to the field, 
because its history is an example of what can be achieved 
by indomitable perseverance in the face often of con¬ 
siderable discouragement. You have referred in warm 
terms to the support which the Companies have received 
from the Government of Mysore, and both the Durbar 
and yourselves are to be heartily congratulated on the 
successful outcome of your joint efforts. 

A striking feature in the record of the mines is the 
Readiness with which the production has been maintained 
and gradually increased. This, I understand, is due, 
not to uniformity in the conditions in which the gold 
occurs, hut to the foresight and skill with which the 
mines have been worked and the deeper strata have been 
explored. The mines are now showing a gold output of 
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over three cruras ot rupees per annum, from which the 
Our bar derives a gross income of 18 lakhs a year. These 
1 os u Is exceed, I believe, the most sanguine expectations 
of tlie original promoters. 

The electric power installation on the Cauvery is one 
ot the largest in the Empire. It owes its inception to 
that great statesman, the late Dewan Sir Sheshadri Iyer, 
and to the energy and skill of Colonel deLotbiuiere,’ 
K.E. The financial success of the scheme is probably 
almost without parallel, and during the past three years 
diagrams I have seen show that the gross revenue, net 
levtniu, percentage of profit on investment mid surplus 
earned, all have an upward tendency. Commencing 
with a supply of 6,000 II. P. in 1901-02, the project has 
undergone developments, which now enables it to deliver 
over 18,000 H. P.; while the Durbar have under con¬ 
struction a new reservoir, calculated not only still further 
to augment the power-supply, but also to render the 
power-supply independent of variations in the river 
discharge. 

1 cannot let this occasion pass without a reference to 
the lamentable accident which occurred in the Mysore 
mine last August, through which no fewer than 42 men 
lost their lives, and I should like to tender to their rela¬ 
tions my deepest sympathy in the terrible bereavement 
.lint grief which this catastrophe brought- upon them. 
Tins particular accident was due to the breaking of a • 
steel link, owing to causes which have so far defied the 
efforts of the cleverest experts to ascertain, but I am 
afraid that, mining industries all over the world involve 
a certain amount of danger, and the Kolar Gold Fields 
ba\e, in the air-bic.sts which from time to time occur, a 
peril, so far as I know, peculiar to themselves. These 
air-blasts are due to the rocks being strained beyond their 
elastic capacity, and so far the remedy that has been 
most largely applied is that of relieving the rocks of part 
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of the strain by the countless bulks of timber with which 
the roofs and walls are lined. The enormous amount of 
timbering used, and the large sums spent in this way, 
are evidence that the Companies are alive to their heavy 
responsibilities in this matter. Other devices have been 
tried with fair success, but it is hoped to dispense by 
degrees with their necessity by sinking shafts in the 
solid “ country ” instead of in the reef itself. I am told 
that this plan lias now been followed for some time in 
regard to new and important shafts; that it has im¬ 
proved matters, and will improve them still further, as 
new shafts come more and more into use and the old 
ones are abandoned. It would be a mistake to assume 
that accidents are more frequent here, or the danger 
greater, than in mining industries in other parts of the 
world. I am afraid I have not the most recent figures 
at hand; but for the quinquennium ending 19X0, the 
annual average death-rate per mi lie in the Transvaal 
gold mines was 4’45, and in the metal mines of the 
United States 2’89, whereas in the Mysore gold mines 
for the same period the rate was 2" 71. 

My Government have recently agreed to transfer to 
the Durbar on certain conditions jurisdiction on the 
branch railway to the field, as an experimental measure 
for one year. Whether the result will be to realise the 
expectations of the Companies in reducing thefts of gold, 
etc., experience alone can show, but the orders issued are 
sufficient to indicate the desire of the Government >f 
India to meet, so far as possible, the wishes of those 
engaged in commercial enterprises for the development 
of the country, and I can assure you that such enterprises, 
whether concerned with mines or with other objects, 
will continue to receive the careful and sympathetic 
support of the Government. 

I have just had the privilege of inspecting a very fine 
guard of-honour drawn from your Volunteer Force, of 
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whose high standard of efficiency I have received very 
satisfactory and interesting reports. The Corps have 
done very well in shooting, and I congratulate them 
heartily on having won twice running, in 1911 and 1912, 
the Cup I have the pleasure of presenting annually for 
competition among* non-liailway Corps, (I Company and 
A Company, respectively, being the victors. 

1 am glad to learn also that a considerable number of 
members have obtained the certificates of the St, John 
Ambulance Association. It seems to me that the train¬ 
ing in ambulance work should sometimes prove of special 
value in a mining field, and the handsome challenge 
shield, which the Mining Board offer for annual com* 
petition, is a gratifying testimony to the interest they 
take in the instruction of their employes in first-aid. 

In conclusion, I will only tender my acknowledg¬ 
ments of your congratulations on my restoration to health, 
and will once more assure you of the very great pleasure 
which it afford me to find myself amongst you, and my 
regret that on this occasion Lady Hardinge was unable 
to accompany me. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM MADURA MUNICIPALITY. 

[His Excellency the Viceroy arrived at Madura in the after- 22 nd Nov 
noon of the 22ntl November. The platform of the station was 1U13. 
most tastefully decorated and over 500 people were present. 

After inspecting the guard-of-honour His Excellency was presented 
by the Municipal Council with the following address :— 

May it phase Your Excellency , — We, the members of the Muni¬ 
cipal Council, on behalf of the people of Madura, beg leave to 
present to Your Excellency this our humble address of welcome 
on the auspicious occasion of Your Excellency’s visit to our city. 

It is a source of pride and pleasure to us that Madura, a city of 
great antiquity and historic renown, should have beon included in 
the programme of Your Excellency’s tour to the South of India, 
and we esteem it a rare privilege to bo allowed to offer in person 
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our hearty and respectful congratulations on Vour Excellency’s 
and Lady Hardinge’s providential escape from tlxe cowardly and 
dastardly attempt on your lives. We are profoundly thankful 
that by the mercy of God Your Excellency’s valuable life has been 
spared to continue to us the fruits of Your Excellency’s loving 
and sympathetic administration. Our city as well as our district 
has recently had the happiness to celebrate Your Excellency’s 
birthday most loyally and with great enthusiasm, and words 
cannot express the joy we now feel at having the good fortune 
to have you in our midst to-day. 

This ancient city, the Capital of the Pandiyan Kingdom, has 
been the seat of the famous Tamil Sangam whose renown in 
Tamil poetry and learning was so world-wide as to confer oil 
this city the proud distinction of “The Athens of Southern 
India.” It has, besides, very holy and religious associations 
clustering round it, as the birthplace of Goddess Meenakshi, the 
consort of Siva, and the scene of Siva’s 64 Leolas (miracles). 
The Palace of Tirumal Kayak (one of the famous rulers of the 
Na.vak dynasty), in which the courts of justice and other public 
offices are at present located, is a splendid example of the dura¬ 
bility and beauty of the Hindu architecture, and has always 
attracted visitors from all parts of the globe. 

Wo take this occasion to express our gratitude to Your Ex¬ 
cellency’s Government for the invaluable blessings conferred on 
our district by the Periyar Irrigation Project, which benefits 
about 122,000 acres of land and has greatly enhanced the pros¬ 
perity of the district. The health, comfort and sanitation of 
our city continue to receive the watchful and beneficent care of 
Government, and we are grateful that the Government of 
Madras has been recently pleased to sanction the construction 
of drainage and water supply improvement works of this city 
at a cost of 33 lakhs of rupees, a moiety of which is the free 
gift of Government. 

We beg to conclude by once again expressing our gratitude 
lor the great honour done to us by Your Excellency’s visit and 
with the heartfelt assurance of our profound and sincere loyalty 
to the British Throne, and pray for Your Excellency’s and Lady 
Hardinge’s long life and prosperity. 

To which His Excellency made the following reply:—-] 
Gentlemen ,—I have listened with very great pleasure 
to your loyal and' hearty address, I need hardly assure 
you that I have been looking forward with the keenest 
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anticipation' to my visit to this, the second city of the 
-Madras Presidency. It was not, however, the size of 
your population which drew me here, though your steady* 
growth in this respect is a subject of congratulation as 
a, testimony to increasing prosperity, but rather those 
ancient traditions which lend a glamour to the name of 
Madura did those architectural remains of which you fare 
so justly proud, and I can only regret that the journey 
I had to take, in order to make myself acquainted with 
some of the details of the great scheme for improving’ 
communication between India and Ceylon, has so 
shortened the time at my disposal that it is now im¬ 
possible for me to pay a visit to your famous temple and 
other interesting buildings. 

The invasion of Alexander the Croat brought North- 
Western India into contact with Grecian civilisation, and 
it is most interesting to find at Madura evidences that 
South-Eastern India had touch with the Roman Empire; 
but you have rightly in your address placed your finger 
upon your proudest claim to historical distinction, in 
the exalted position once held by your, city as a seat of 
learning. 

I hope there is no truth in the old story that the 
renowned Tamil Sangam withheld approval ‘ from 
TiruvalInvar's famous poem, Rural, but that, thanks to 
the miraculous properties of the diamond bench upon 
w bicb. they sat to deliver judgment, it grew bigger to 
make room for the book, and then the book itself grew 
Wgger and pushed all the 48 members of the Sangam off 
the seat. 

The. story is not without its attractions, however, and 
contains a moral against intellectual j ealousy, a j ul 
illustrates the truth that real merit will ultimately assert 
itself, in a way that I am sure your Tamil Sangam of 
to-day would highly approve. 
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Learning is not now quite so strict a monopoly as it 
was in those old days, and I trust that you are holding 
your own in the modem race for education. The 
danger of intellectual jealousy is not likely to assail you, 
hut it behoves us all to remember that mere learning and 
intellectual agility, unless they are accompanied by 
sterling character, are of little value. 

Your city indeed owes a debt of gratitude to Tirumal 
Nayak, for, stormy as was his reign, it was lie who brought 
Iris Royal residence back to Madura from Trichinopoly; 
and it was to his taste for the magnificent that are due 
so many of your beautiful old buildings. I am parti¬ 
cularly sorry that I shall not have an opportunity of 
examining them, for in the building of our new city of 
Delhi I am most anxious that there should be a strong 
Indian motif , and am eager to search out and see what¬ 
ever is best in Indian architecture. 

Your address contains no complaints and no appeals, 
and I appreciate very highly the note of gratitude it 
strikes for the liberal assistance given by the Madras 
Government to your drainage and water works, and for 
the benefits conferred upon your district by the Perivar 
Irrigation Project. It is indeed a source of unmitigated 
satisfaction to think that this scheme should have proved 
so great a success, for I doubt whether any other irriga¬ 
tion project in India gave rise to so much anxious con¬ 
sideration and such prolonged discussion before it was 
undertaken, while the difficulties that were overcome in 
its execution at times seemed almost insuperable. 

I am most grateful for your sympathetic reference to 
the peril that Lady Hardinge and I passed through last- 
year, and for your congratulations upon our Providential 
protection; we were both greatly touched by the 
spontaneous exhibition of kindly feeling which here and 
elsewhere made the Children’s Day so great a success in 
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celebration of my recovery. I tluuik you once more, in 
all sincerity, for the very warm welcome you have given 
me to your famous city* and it is a source of regret to 
me that owing to the unprecedented floods Lady 
Hardinge is not here to share it with me. 


ADDRESS; OF WELCOME AT TRIOHINOPOLY. 

[On. arrival at Triebinopoly in the evening of the 22nd No- *22nd Nov. 
vember, His Excellency the Viceroy was presented with the 19A3* 
following address of welcome 

May it phase Your Excellency, —Wo, the members of the 
Reception Committee, representing the landed aristocracy and 
the various trades and professions, the Civil and Military ad¬ 
ministration, the Local' and Municipal bodies and the public and 
religious institutions in the district, * take this opportunity of 
according to Your Excellency a hearty welcome to this, our 
ancient and historic city,, the* earliest capital of ono of the three 
Great Dra vidian Kingdoms. The Historic Rock which Your 
Excellency, has just visited boars witness to the vicissitudes of 
fortune, which the Carnatic in general and our district in 
particular passed through in the strenuous times preceding the 
advent of the Mighty Race, with whose destinies the fortune 
of this land is closely and minutely interwoven. Bide by side 
with the inscriptions of the Pallava and Dravidian Rulers .of 
the country in the monolithic caves which are the remarkable l 
features of the Rock appear evidences of the Mahoinedan and 
European occupation of tlie Nay aka fortress in a portion of which 
it is our rare privilege to welcome Your Excellency and Lady 
Hardinge to-day. 

In according this welcome to the august representative of our 
beloved King-Emperor, we are not prompted alone by the deep- 
1 rooted sentiments of loyalty which form the characteristic 
features of the essentially order-loving and peaceful subjects of 
His Majesty in this part of India, sentiments to which we, in 
this district, have ever been known to be second to none in 
giving practical expression, on tho occasion of the visits of 
successive Governors and Viceroys. 

In paying you this homage of hearty welcome,*we also realize 
that this country owes* a deep debt of gratitude to the n,oble and 
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courageous member? of your family for tlioir distinguished 
services during more than a century of the growth of the British 
Indian Empire. 

Your great-uncle fell, oil the const of Ceylon, on the eve of 
a signal naval victory for the cause of India. 

Your illustrious grandfather, who assumed charge of the 
office of the Governor-General at one of the critical periods of 
the English Rule in India, had to discharge also the duties of 
Cominandei-in-Chief and devote his attention to the establish¬ 
ment of order after the Sikh War, And a grateful India remem¬ 
bers that he was no less great in the arts of peace than in those 
of war. The same magnanimity which dictated his proceeding 
from regiment to regiment comforting the men within three 
hundred yards of the pouring fire of the Khalsa army, during 
one of the engagements of the memorable campaign, made him 
also foster the policy promulgated in the time of Lord William 
Bentinek, more than a decade earlier, of governing the Indian 
territories acquired by the East India Company for the moral 
progress and material prosperity of the inhabitants of this vast 
continent. 

Your Excellency was pleased to observe in one of your 
speeches, that though you had become acquainted with many 
countries and different nationalities and though, your home was 
in the West, you were nob altogether a stranger to the East 
before you assumed charge of your exalted office. The numer¬ 
ous questions connected with tlie welfare of India seem to have 
received your attention whorovor you were placed, at Teheran, 
at St. Petersburg or at the Foreign Office, and to use your own 
words, a tradition handed down from father to son seems to have 
over secured a warm corner in your heart for this country. 

It was befitting the traditions of your noble ancestry that Your 
Excellency’s Government should have advised the memorable 
Coronation Reforms of which the essential features wore the 
putting an end to the misunderstanding and dissatisfaction 
caused by the Partition of Bengal and the transfer of the Capital 
of India to the historic city of Delhi. The signal success of His 
Imperial Majesty’s visit, an event unique in the annals of 
Indian History, was in no small measure due to your far-seeing 
statesmanship and sympathy with the aspirations of the loyal 
millions of the Indian Empire 

We should be failing m our duty, if wo omitted to refer to 
the whole-hearted and sympathetic manner in which you have 
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carried out the Council Reforms inaugurated by Lord Minto or 
the true impetus yo'u have given to Collegiate Education’ by 
emphasising in practice the need for “ Teaching and Residential 
Universities.” And the words you spoke expressing your abid¬ 
ing confidence in. our good sense and loyalty and conveying to 
us the message of faith and hope soon after and despite the 
dastardly outrage perpetrated on your person at Delhi will bo 
handed down to posterity as words symbolical of the noble ideals 
which inspire His imperial Majesty and His Viceroy 'in India in 
the retention of India as the brightest jewel in the Imperial 
Crown. 

The whole country was agitated by anger, sorrow and anxiety 
by the news of the dastardly outrage perpetrated in the course 
of your entry into the now new, but timcshonourecl, Capital of 
India, on the person of one of India's popular Viceroys. Such 
shameful acts of violence and underhand methods, we take this 
opportunity of assaying you, are foreign to thy v constitutional 
means wo have ever' adopted for the realisation of our full 
share of rights and responsibilities, as subjects of the British 
Indian Empire, an Empire with which all our well-being is so 
indissolubly bound 'tip* under the decree of Providence.. 

It was an occasion for sincere gratification and rejoicing 
when the recovery of Your Excellency was proclaimed an assured 
fact. The men and women of the land from every district sent 
forth their messages of-sympathy to Lady Harding©, who by her 
undaunted courage in that fateful hour v and her unexampled 
fortitude in the anxious weeks that followed has set a noble 
example to her sisters. And on the 20th June last, we cele¬ 
brated Your Excellency’s birthday with feelings of joy. Wo 
have again, now, to express our feelings of thankfulness to that 
Divinity which shapes our ends, for Your Excellency’s happy 
recovery from the effects of a cruel and senseless outrage, on 
Your Excellency’s person. 

Wo refrain from alluding to the complex problems which ever 
present themselves for solution in the governance of the Indian 
Empire, fox, we feel sure that when our representatives on the 
Imperial Legislative Council bring them to your notice, they will 
receive your sympathetic consideration. 

rho* one subject, however, wdiich we have to venture to place 
before you, is, the necessity for the early construction of “the 
Panruti to Trichinopoly” and “ the Trichinopoly to Ramnad ” 
Railway lines. This is a matter of Imperial interest as the 
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linos afford tho most direct connection between the northern 
and southern parts of the Presidency and between India and 
Ceylon, and they are those in which we and the people of the 
adjoining districts of South. Arcot and Itammid and the State 
of Puducottab are intimately concerned as the new lines will 
open up populous and thriving tracts of country, at present 
devoid of adequate means of transport to develop their very 
large and increasing resources. We trust that this subject will 
receive the attention of Your Excellency’s Government and pray 
that every facility may he given for these lines being placed in 
the forefront of next year’s programme. 

We feel it an especial honour and privilege to he able to 
Welcome Her Excellency Lady Hardingo, who in spite of the 
heat and discomfort of the South Indian climate has con¬ 
descended to be in our midst to-day. 

To our illustrious guests wo have over shown tho Historic 
Rock illuminated by tho bright rays of the Ruling Luminary 
during the day and by such artificial light as wo could command 
during the night, and we trust that Your Excellencies will carry 
away lively impressions of tho humble attempt of His Majesty’s 
loyal subjects in this district to make your hurried visit as 
interesting as possible. 

Our only regret is that Your Excellency is not able to so 
prolong your visit as to enable us to accord a more fitting and 
hospitable reception to Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge 
than the exigencies of your brief programme permit. 

We hog to conclude with fervent hopes that Providence will 
spare Your Excellency for many years yet to continue the great 
work, which you have undertaken to discharge, of making the 
foundations of His Majesty’s British Indian Empire, based as 
they are on the love and deep affection of the people, broader and 
firmer than ever after His Majesty’s visit and your endeavours 
to carry out his policy of sympathy for, and faith in, the Indian 
subjects of the Empire. 

His Excellency made the following reply:—*] 

Gentlemen ,—It bus given me the most sincere 
pleasure to have been able to include in my tour a visit 
to your ancient and famous city, and I must say that 
my pleasure has been very greatly enhanced by the parti¬ 
cularly kind welcome you have given me—a welcome 
that, coming as it does from every section of the com- 






Speeches by 11. E. Lord liar din yc of Penshurst . 95 


Address < of Welcome at Trichinopoly . 

m unity, has made me fee] at oxi.ee that after a far journey 
I am at home ainongst* friends. 

^ou have touched upon the connection my family 
lots had with India and the East, and I can assure you 
that family tradition has a very great influence in 
shaping the character and inclination,, and that from 
very early days the charm and history of this wonderful 
country have,had for me surpassing interest and attrac¬ 
tion. The life of a Governor General is strenuous and 
the burden of his responsibility heavy, but nothing can 
ef&toe that charm, or dim that interest, and when I leave 
your shores, as in due time I must, I shall carry with 
me a sense of satisfaction that I too have been permitted 
to hand on the tradition of ray family, and shall cherish 
the hope that I may have been able to leave behind me 
a record, however slight, of something achieved for the 
good of India and of the Indian people. 

I have been deeply touched by the references you have 
made to the grave danger through which my wife and I 
passed together last year; a Merciful Providence has 
restored me to complete health, and the horror which 
I hat incident provoked throughout India, and the joy 
of tlie Indian people at our merciful preservation, may 
be measured by the universal and whole-hearted celebra¬ 
tions which I am glad to think made the 20th of June 
a happy memory for children from one end of the 
peninsula to the other; and for the. part you played in 
those rejoicings here in Trichinopoly 1 tender you our 
warmest thanks. 

You have referred in eloquent language to some of 
the claims of your city and district to fame and historic 
renown, and I will not attempt to trace the somewhat 
bewildering story of its vicissitudes through the centuries 
of the Ohola and Pallava dynasties down to the rule of 
the Nayakkans in later days. As you remind me, your 
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city was the capital of the Cholas; and as I am not in 
Madura, I may he permitted to wonder why Tirumala, 
the great Ruler of the Nayakkan line, moved his capital 
hack thidler from this impregnable rock, with its never- 
failing river; and I feel confident that the chronic 
Catarrh from which he is alleged to have suffered is a 
libel upon your climate, In later years, when 
Mahomedans and, after them, Europeans came upon the 
scene, this rock has witnessed many a scene of bloodshed 
and strife and many a determined siege; and now, after 
nearly a century and a half of peace, Trichinopoly holds 
a proud place as one of the largest towns of Southern 
India and one of the most important centres of trade. 

You have refrained from tabulating a list of needs 
or grievances, and I can only hope that that has not 
involved for you a violent exercise of self-restraint. As 
regards the one matter you have mentioned, I regret I 
cannot make any very definite statement, but I can 
truly say that I fully appreciate and sympathise with 
your desire to see the Panruti-Eamnad line of railway 
constructed at an early date, and I can assure you that 
the matter is receiving the attention of myself and of 
my Government, 

Let me once more thank you warmly, Gentlemen, for 
the very friendly greeting* you have given me, and for the 
very great trouble you have taken to make my visit 
interesting; I can assure you that I shall carry away 
with me the happiest recollections of your city, and the 
kindest feelings for its citizens ; while I bring from Lady 
Hardinge a message of deep regret that the unprecedented 
floods which have so seriously damaged the railways of 
Southern India — though happily for you they have 
only affected a corner of your district—should have pre¬ 
vented her from sharing with me the pleasure of this 
expedition arid of your welcome, 
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[His Excellency the Viceroy arrived at Tanjore on the 28rd 23rd Yov, 
November and was presented with the following address of 
welcome from the District and Taluk Boards and the Municipal 
Committee: — 

May if please Your Excellency ,—On behalf of the inhabitants 
of the Tanjore District, we, the members of the Tanjore District 
Board, the various Taluk Boards and Municipal Councils of thi^ 

District, beg respectfully to be permitted to accord to Your < 
Excellency a hearty welcome to this ancient and historic town, 
the Headquarters of our District. 

On this occasion, when we are in the presence of Your 
Excellency, we cannot help feeling and expressing how thankful 
we are for the Providential escape on the 23rd December 1912 
of Your Excellency and Lady Hardin ge, and Your Excellency’s 
words of reassurance at the first meeting of the reformed Legis¬ 
lative Council have given us a fresh lease of abiding hope and 
a glimpse of the sincerity and earnestness of purpose that 
underlie the continuance of the British Rule in this country. 

Your Excellency hqs been our Viceroy now for three years. 

This period has been fujl of many events of historic significance 
and great future import. We feel we, cannot be sufficiently 
thankful that we have, at this juncture, Your'Excellency^ wise 
and sympathetic statesmanship to guide the destinies of our 
country. 

Your Excellency has striven to foster the new reformed 
Legislative Councils brought into being by Lord Minto, and wo 
earnestly hope that these Councils will grow to be of greater and 
greater use to the Government and the country. The spread 
and improvement of education of all grades that are now being 
carried on by Your Excellency’s Government, and the efforts 
that are being made to secure even a greater rate of progress 
in the future, will, we'hope, enable us to realise in course of time 
the goal that ITis Majesty the Emperor of India placed before 
us of every cottage in his Indian Empire enjoying the blessings 
of education. Wo would also gratefully refer to what concerns 
us locally and immediately, the large grants that are now being 
bestowed for sanitation, which, we hope, will enable us to pro¬ 
vide our villages and towns with supplies of wholesome drinking 
water on which depend so largely our health and comfort. 

We realise that Your Excellency’s stay here is short, but we 
feel we cannot miss this opportunity of placing before Your 

H 
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Excellency certain matters which are of more than local import¬ 
ance, though, at the present time, they specially affect our 
district. 

One important reform is urgent—and this can only be secured 
by legislative action. Wo refer to the condition of Mutts and 
Temples in this country. They are Institutions with consider¬ 
able endowments, the management of which frequently brings 
contempt and odium on the institutions themselves. The Courts 
are powerless to rectify this abuse; for, where the course of 
judicial decisions drifts into some definite channel, it so happens 
that undue deference is given to precedent, and any reform, 
however necessary and harmless it may be, is discarded as not 
being in conformity with the pre-existing order of things. Thus 
largo sums of money are wasted and misspent, very often for 
purposes directly counter to the wishes of the founders of the 
institutions, and of the community for whose benefit they wore 
intended. It is within the power only of Your Excellency to 
rectify this state of things, and we are confident that any legis¬ 
lative reforms for the above purpose will have the full and 
enthusiastic support of every class of people in this country. 

This District owes its prosperity principally to the Cauvery 
River and the rich silt she brings. Even at present, the Delta 
in this District often suffers from insufficient water. Wo view 
therefore with great concern the proposals of the Mysore Govern¬ 
ment to utilise a large volume of this water for newly irrigating 
a part of its territories hitherto nob so irrigated. We are not 
aware of the details of the scheme put forward by the Mysore 
Government, and therefore wo are not able to particularise our 
objections to the scheme. But, as it is a matter of very grave 
importance to this District, we beg leave to bring the matter to 
Your Excellency’s kind notice, and to request that the agricul¬ 
tural needs of this District may be adequately and firmly pressed 
for consideration when the matter is finally decided. 

The Tanjore District Board has built 103 miles of railway and 
the survey of the construction of another 30 miles has been 
completed and the work of construction has commenced. A 
survey has been sanctioned of nearly 42 miles more of railway, 
and the District Board expects to find funds for the construction 
of all these lines. The absence of suitable road material and 
the difficulty of its transport, have, from 1878, forced the atten¬ 
tion of the Administrators of this District to rely upon the 
Railway as the main means of internal communication and the 
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expansion of this means of communication is very essential to 
this District. The South Indian Railway have hitherto con¬ 
structed and maintained for the District Board the lines of 
railway owned by it, and we have found this arrangement 
satisfactory. Some difficulties have, however, arisen, and we 
may mention the claim for compensation advanced by the South 
Indian Railway Company on account of our proposal to join 
Timtturaipundi and Mannargudi, on the ground that it short- 
circuits the existing railway line. We appreciate the difficulties 
that arise from chord lines, yet we feel that when this Board 
extension will bring so much extra, traffic to the South Indian 
Railway and the chord affects so short a line, it is scarcely 
proper to strangle the proposal by the rule against short-circuit¬ 
ing. Such difficulties may disappear nr it should be possible for 
the State to construct and maintain the District Board Railways 
in this Presidency, hut, probably, other difficulties would stand 
in the way of this suggestion. We would only beseech a sym¬ 
pathetic consideration of our attempts to construct and maintain 
a system of rapid communication entirely on the basis of local 
taxation. 

We finally bog to thank Your Excellency for this kind and 
gracious visit, which is all too short compared with our desires, 
and we respectfully beg Your Excellency to accept the hearty 
and sincere welcome that we rejoice to offer. Wo had hoped 
to have the pleasure of welcoming Lady Hardinge also, and 
would now respectfully request Your Excellency to convey to 
her our feelings of good-will and'devotion. 

His Excellency replied as follows:—] 

Gentlemen ,—Let me thank you very heartily for the 
very cordial welcome you have given me and for your 
friendly reference to the merciful preservation last; year 
vouchsafed to Lady Hardinge and myself. You have 
spoken with warm appreciation of the policy I have 
endeavoured to follow since the responsibility for the 
administration of this vast and wonderful country 
fell upon my shoulders, and I am indeed grateful 
for such language; the responsibility is no light one, 
and its proper discharge is enough to tax my utmost 
energy; at times the burden is almost more than a man 
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can carry; but now and again words, such as you have 
used to me to-day, come to encourage me in the per¬ 
formance of my task and to cheer me with the thought 
that I am not ploughing an altogether lonely furrow, 
but that I am working in co-operation with, and along 
lines approved by, the most enlightened of the people of 
India. 

I fear my stay among you can be but brief, but it has 
been a very great pleasure that I was able to include in 
my programme a visit to this famous city, at one time 
the capital of that great dynasty who left you for a 
lasting memorial the great and stately temple for which 
Tanjore is so justly famous. Under their rule, nearly 
a thousand years ago, the arts of war and peace and civil 
administration reached a high state of development, 
and 1 need only remind you that the grand anient, which 
has been described as “ the bulwark of the fertility of 
the Tanjore community/ * owes its origin to their genius, 
and still constitutes the base of the modern improvements 
upon it. 

You have referred to the important part played by 
irrigation in the prosperity of your district, and I can 
well understand the anxiety which you feel regarding 
the claim of the Mysore Durbar to a larger share of the 
waters of the Cauvery river. I can assure you that the 
matter is one to which my Government have given their 
most careful attention; and as the result of their delibera¬ 
tions, they have referred the question to a, strong board 
of arbitration. The claims of the Mysore Durbar cannot 
be lightly brushed aside, but I have every confidence 
that the arbitrators will arrive at a just and fair con¬ 
clusion, and that the rights of the cultivators of the 
Tanjore District will be adequately safeguarded. 

The remarks you have made regarding the necessity 
of legislation for the better administration of religious 
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endowments corroborate impressions that I have received 
from other sources as to the importance attached* to tiiis 
question by a large body of opinion in the Madras Pre¬ 
sidency. You are doubtless aware that the Government 
of India, in the cautious policy they have hitherto 
followed, have been actuated by a desire to avoid inter¬ 
ference with questions touching the religious sentiments 
of the people; and though you may think their caution 
has been carried too far, I doubt whether you have not 
gone to the other extreme in suggesting that legislative 
reform would meet with no opposition from any class 
whatever. 

I and my Government have lately given a great deal 
of time and thought to this matter, to which our atten¬ 
tion has been attracted by the Bills recently promoted 
by Members of the Bombay and Madras Legislative 
Councils, and 1 have some hope that we may be able in 
the near future to devise a policy which will give general 
satisfaction. 

I have listened with the greatest interest to your 
statement describing the very considerable mileage of 
railways which your District Board have been able to 
construct. The District Boards of Madras have been 
fortunate in that they possess the power, limited to this 
Presidency of Madras, of levying a small additional land 
cess for the purpose of the guarantee or construction of 
light railways. Remarkable results have been attained 
as the result of the exercise of this power, the extension 
of which to the rest of India, at the option of the Local 
Governments, is under consideration; and I applaud in 
particular the enterprise shown by yourselves. The 
results you have achieved reflect the very greatest credit 
on your administration, and I understand that your 
expenditure has proved a very remunerative investment, 
returning nearly 8 per cent, on the capital spent. Rail- 
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ways such as yours, constructed by locally raised funds 
provided largely by tlie residents of your district, are 
to my mind enterprises which should be most warmly 
supported by Government, and I feel confident that this 
movement has a, field for large expansion,, 

I think I have now touched upon all the points 
mentioned in your address, and it only remains for mo 
to thank you once more most sincerely for the extremely 
kind welcome you have given me. 

I hope and believe that the Hoods that have caused 
such serious damage in the neighbouring district 
of South Arcot have had less calamitous results in 
Tanjore. It is to them that is due the absence of Lady 
Hardinge on this occasion, and I can only assure you 
that no one regrets it more than herself. 

ADDRESSES FROM VARIOUS BODIES AT MADRAS. 

2'Uli Nov. [Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge arrived 
1913. at the Central Station, Madras, on the morning of the 24th • 
November. Their Excellencies shook hands with His Excellency 
the Governor of Madras and Lady Pentland, who were waiting 
on the platform with their staff. Lord Pentland afterwards 
presented Brigadier-General Hamilton, General Officer Com¬ 
manding the Southern Brigade, the Hon’ble Mr. W. 0. Horne, 
Chief Secretary to the Government, Mr. Moore, President of the 
Corporation , and Captain the Hon’ble M. do Conroy, Brigado- 
Major to General Hamilton. After a guard-of-honour of the 
Railway Volunteers, which was drawn up on the platform, had 
been inspected, Their Excellencies proceeded to the carriages. 
Outside the station another guard-of-honour composed of 100 
rank and rile of the 76th Carnatic Infantry with the band and 
colours was drawn up and these His Excellency also proceeded 
to inspect. The escort to the carriages was formed by His 
Excellency the Governor’s Bodyguard, supplemented by a 
squadron of the 26th Cavalry and a detachment of the Southern 
Provinces Mounted Rifles. The procession passed by the General 
Hospital and the Penitentiary across the Government Bridge 
and along the Bodyguard Road as far as the Banqueting Hall. 
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The route was lined by the Dublin. Fusilier, s r tlio Railway Volun¬ 
teers, the Madras Volunteer Guards and, opposite the Body¬ 
guard lines, by a detachment of Madras Boy Scouts. The dense 
crowds gave Their Excellencies an enthusiastic reception. On 
arrival at the Banqueting Hall His Excellency was received at 
the foot of the steps by General Hamilton. O.O., Madras, who 
accompanied His Excellency on his inspection of the guard-of- 
honour of the Dublin Fusiliers drawn up outside A procession 
then formed up and proceeded to the dais at the end of the 
Banqueting Hall, when the following were, presented to Their 
Excellencies: —His Highness the Maharaja of Tr a van core , His 
Highness the Raja of Cochin, His Highness the Raja of Paduk- 
kottah, the Pvince of Arcot, the Bishop of Madras, Bn- John 
and Lad - Atkinson, Sir Harold Stuart, Sir Arnold White, Sir 
Swami Aiyor and other officials of the Madras Government, llis 
Excellency the Governor’s band played in the gallery during the 
presentations, at the conclusion of which Their Excellencies 
walked to Government House. 

Immediately after lunch His Excellency the \ ieeroy, accom¬ 
panied by Lord Pentland, proceeded to the banqueting ball to 
receive addresses from the following: — The Mahomedan Anjuman- 
i-Mufid-Ahi 1-i-lsI am, the Mahomedan Educational Association of 
Southern India, and the Madras Presidency Muslim League, the 
Madras Chamber of Commerce, the Southern India Chamber of 
Commerce, the Madras Landholders’ Association, the Madras 
Mahajana Sabha, and the Madras Provincial Congress Com¬ 
mittee, the Anglo-Indian Association of Southern India, the 
Co-operators of the Madras Presidency, the Catholic Indian Asso¬ 
ciation of Southern India and the Indian Christian Association 
of Madras, Madras Provincial Congress Committee, Indian Com¬ 
mercial Community of' Madras, International Order of Good 
Templars of Southern India, and All-India Sub-Assistant Surgeons 
Association. At the conclusion of each address the members of 
the deputation were presented to His Excellency, and the reader 
of the address presented His Excellency with a silver or ebon> 
casket. 

The addresses were as follows: — 

MAHOMEDAN ANJUMAN-I-MUFID-AHIL-I-ISLAM. 

May it please Your Excellency ,— On the occasion of the first 
visit of Your Excellency and Lady Hardingo to our historic town 
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and Presidency, we venture to welcome Your Excellencies on 
behalf of all the Mussulmans of Southern India; we trus ve 
may claim to do so representing, as wo do, throe institutions 
which watch over Mussalman interests in this 1 residency, the 
Aiijuman-i-Mufid-i-Ahil-i-Islam is the oldest Muslim institution 
in this Presidency; when it was first started, its a,m was to 
better the conditions of the .Mussulmans m regard to all matter, 
-social, educational and political. It has since then, howoio 
been mainly restricting itself to an effort to impart technma 
education to the young men of our community, it P"V 
training in such arts as carpentering and carpet-making to poo 
Zy, ami at the same time supports the boys who are being 
trained • we leel therefore that it was never productive oi moio 
good tin,n at the present moment, in this institution we receive 
the co-operation and support of gentlemen who do not^ belong 

1 ». i» rS®», « .bo “ 

ing tho objects which ave primarily concerned with t < 
moot of technical education among the Mussulmans. 

The next institution which we have the honour to represent 
before Your Excellency on this occasion is the Mahomodan - 
citional Association of Southern India, which concerns itoe 
nniiih with the higher edueational questions amongs » 
Muilmlns It was established in 1902 after the Sessions ,« 
M ldras of the All-India Mahotnedaii Educational Conference, 

in the various districts of the Madras Presidency. 

Finally, we represent before Your Excellency also the Madias 
Presidency Muslin, League, which includes in its activities the 
advancement and safeguarding of the political, social and 
religious interests of the Mussulmans. 

Coming, as wo do, before Your Excellency as tho representa¬ 
tives of the Mussulmans in so many different branches of their 
activities, we feel it incumbent upon us to allude to one or two 
of the more important matters which concern the progress oi ,he 
Mussulmans under the British rule, In the first instance, 
however, we find it impossible not to refer to an event which 
has deeply stirred feeling all over the Peninsula, and not less 
in the hearts of the Mussulmans than amongst the other com¬ 
munities. The dastardly attack on Your Excellency’s life caused 
a shock of apprehension to pass through our maids, but we are 
thankful to say it was followed rapidly by a sense of relief and 
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gratitude to the Almighty at the recovery of Your Excellency. 
We feel it Iso deeply grateful that, out of events which seemed 
so dark, we were enabled to witness an example of such ‘heroism 
as Y our Excellencies displayed, and to realise for ourselves some¬ 
thing of that spirit which we had been taught to admire in the 
history of the British people, and to which the glory of the 
British Empire owes so much. 

Any address of the nature that we are now taking the liberty 
to present to Your Excellency would be defective if it did not 
allude to the gratification with which the Mussulmans all over 
the country have read the circular letter, dated the 3rd April 
1913, issued by the Government of India to all the Provincial 
Governments. It is a source of satisfaction to us that the Gov¬ 
ernment have realised the difficulties in the way of our educa¬ 
tional progress and development, and that the necessity has been 
recognised for making special efforts to raise the members of the 
Muslim community to a higher level of efficiency as useful citizens. 
Nor can it be said that efforts are wanting on the part of our¬ 
selves to raise the standard of education, and advancement of 
our people. We barely allude to the keen interest and the great 
anxiety we feel with reference to the future of the project by 
which the Mussulmans of India will have a University of their 
own, as this is hardly an opportune occasion for referring to 
matters which may be the subject of a special deputation to Your 
Excellency. We have every hope that, when the questions 
relating to a Muslim University are considered by Your Excel¬ 
lency, such wide and liberal statesmanship will accompany Your 
Excellency’s consideration of the questions as will satisfy the 
expectations of all open-minded Mussalmans. 

We refrain from alluding in this place to the hopes and aspira¬ 
tions of the Mussalmans in regard to their share in the admin¬ 
istration and in the representative bodies of this country, as we 
feel that our aspirations carry with them the fullosb sympathy of 
the Government. 

In conclusion, we once again welcome Your Excellency and 
Lady Hardin go, and- pray that Your Excellencies may carry 
away pleasant recollections of this tour, together with such 
closer knowledge of the people whose destinies are entrusted to 
Your Excellency’s care as may enable a full result to flow from 
those desires which we know actuate every step taken by Your 
Excellency in the government of this country. 


If 
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MADRAS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.. 

May it please Your Excellency ,—It is • with footings of groat, 
pleasure that wo, the members of the Madras Chamber of Com¬ 
merce, tender to Your Excellency and Lady Hardin go a hearty 
welcome to our ancient city, and wo desire to express our appre¬ 
ciation of the honour conferred on our Chamber by Your Ex¬ 
cellency in consenting to accept this address of welcome. 

Although residents of one of the most ancient and important 
towns of the Indian Empire, we, the inhabitants, of Madras, on 
rare occasions have our Viceroy with us, and to-day, when in 
the presence of Your Excellency for the first time, the feeling 
uppermost in our minds is one of thankfulness for the complete 
recovery of Your Excellency from the injuries sustained on the 
occasion of the State Entry into Delhi, a fooling universally 
shared by all subjects throughout the Indian Empire, irre¬ 
spective of the differences of caste and creed. 

The members of this Chamber are pleased to bo in a position 
to report to Your Excellency a steady increase during the past 
few years in the commercial prosperity of Madras. 

Madras Harbour .—-The improvements to the Madras Harbour 
effected during recent years under the supervision of Sir Francis 
Spring, K.C.1.E, Chairman of the Port Trust, have contributed 
to the above-mentioned satisfactory state of, affairs, and the hope 
expressed in the address presented by, this Chamber on the 
occasion of the visit to Madras, on the 9th December 1909, of 
your distinguished predecessor, the Earl of Minto, that Madras 
would in the course of a few years possess an u|>-to-date harbour 
provided with the latest appliances for handling cargo, bids fair 
to be an accomplished fact at an early date. The mercantile 
community are grateful to Government for the sympathetic 
manner in which the various schemes put forward by the Trustees 
of the Port Trust have been received, and a visit to the harbour 
will show that the financial assistance rendered by Government 
has been utilised to the best advantage. The improvements have 
borne tangible results, and certain large steamship companies, 
which for many years avoided Madras, have resumed calling 
regularly, with results mutually satisfactory to themselves and 
Madras. An instance may be quoted in the case of the S.S. 
Caledonia , which arrived in Madras harbour at 1 i\m. and sailed 
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within 2} hours after embarking no less than 161 passengers—a 
record, we venture to think, difficult to surpass at any port. 
Equally satisfactory results tyre being recorded in tho handling 
of merchandise, and the figures for 1912 constitute a record for 
both imports and exports. 

Coast ports . —We regrot we cannot place before Your Excel¬ 
lency an equally satisfactory report regarding the work at our 
coast ports. From Cuddalore, Porto Novo and Negapatam, 
tlurc is a large export trade to Europe, but for many years 
shippers have sustained heavy losses through pilfering of cargo 
while in transit from godown to steamer. Many efforts havo 
been made by merchants to put a stop to the nefarious practices 
taking place, but without success, and the state of affairs is 
steadily growing worse. Prosecution of tho offenders is useless, 
as in the case of groundnut kernels the rightful owner of tho 
goods is at once confronted with the impossibility of identifying 
the stolen kernels as his property. The members of this Chamber, 
therefore, pray that the law may he so amended as to throw tho 
onus of proof of ownership on the person found in possession of 
property within certain clearly defined port limits. 

Indian finance and currency. .The members of this Chamber 

await with interest the issuq in due course of the report of the 
Itoyal Commission on Indian Finance and Currency now sitting 
ir London, and hope that suitable recommendations will bo made 
by the Commissioners and accepted by Government to ameliorate 
the present unsatisfactory state of affairs, which permits of 
large sums of money lying idle in the civil treasuries of the 
Government of India at a time when financial assistance is most 
required to market the crops. 

Railways .— The necessity for the opening up of new feeder 
lines of railways in order to develop certain districts of our 
Presidency is a matter of great urgency, and the members of 
this Chamber ask for Your Excellency’s sympathetic considera¬ 
tion of any suitable schemes placed before Government to improve 
tho present position, and to accelerate the completion of certain 
branch lines* of railway that have for years been surveyed and 
hung up for some reason or another. 

In conclusion, the members of this Chamber again thank 
Your Excellency for having graciously accepted this address, and 
trust that the present tour will prove a pleasant and enjoyable 
one to Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge, and that it will 
also be of lasting benefit to the towns and districts which have 
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been privileged to otter Your Excellencies a hearty welcome. 
Wo hope that the present may be only one of many visits which 
Your Excellencies will pay to this Presidency. 


MADRAS LANDHOLDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

May it please Your Excellency,— We, the members of the 
Madras Landholders’ Association, respectfully bog to oiler to 
Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge our most cordial welcome 
to this city, the metropolis of Southern India. 

As representing the landed aristocracy of this Province, we 
deeply appreciate the priceless blessings of peace and order, 
of liberty and security, which have been conferred on India by 
the British Raj, and keenly feel that our best interests are bound 
up with the continuance of its beneficent sway. 

Our watchword has always been loyalty and devotion to the 
Imperial Throne. We are particularly happy to have been 
afforded this opportunity of giving expression to the feelings of 
profound respect and attachment which we cherish towards His 
Gracious Majesty, the Emperor of India, by according to Your 
Excellency our most hearty and loyal welcome on this occasion. 

Your Excellency has, by your personal and public virtues, 
earned tho love and gratitude of the teeming millions of this 
country. The high-minded and far-seeing statesmanship, the 
largeness of heart, and tho nobility of purpose, which havo 
chaKftcterisecl Your Excellency’s administration, and the happy 
association of Your Excellency with His Majesty’s Coronation 
Durbar at Delhi and the gracious policy of sympathy and hope 
inaugurated therein, have made your name, a household word 
throughout this land, it is, indeed, hardly possible for us to 
givo a full and adequate expression to our feelings of joy and 
thankfulness at Your Excellency’s providential escape from that 
cruel and dastardly outrage perpetrated, on the occasion of Your 
Excellency’s historic State Entry at Delhi. It passes 0111 com¬ 
prehension that Your Excellency, who has so sincerely identi¬ 
fied yourself with the good of the people of India and so strenu¬ 
ously worked to advance it in all fruitful directions, should have 
been singled out to be tho object of such a murderous deed. 
This dismal incident has humiliated India in the eyes of the 
world and tarnished her foil* fame won through the ages. It is, 
however, gratifying to note that, as Your Excellency has been 
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pleased to observe, crimes of this kind are abhorrent to the 
genius of Indian civilisation, and that the heart of India is pure 
and actively animated by its ancient love of righteousness and 
peaceful progress. 

We earnestly pray that, by the blessing of Providence, Your 
Excellency may, during the rest of the period of your high office, 
bo endowed with perfect health and strength to carry on, 
without interruption, the beneficent work of furthering the 
prosperity and happiness of the millions of His Majesty’s loyal 
subjects committed to your charge. 

We do not wish to trouble Your Excellency with a recital of 
our needs and difficulties. There are questions in connection 
with the recent Madras Estates’ Land Act now awaiting solution 
at the hands of the Local Government, which is fortunately 
presided over by a sympathetic and high-minded statesman. 
Some of these questions vitally affect the status, the rights and 
the customary income of the landed proprietors of this Province. 
Should ever any representations to Yopr Excellency become 
necessary in regard to these important matters, we hope and 
trust that Your Excellency will accord to them your kind and 
sympathotic consideration. 

It only remains for us to bid Your Excellency and Lady 
Hardinge price more a most cordial welcome, and wish that 
Your Excellencies may carry with you happy and pleasant 
recollections of your short sojourn in our midst. 


MADRAS M AHA JANA SABHA. 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the members of the 
Madras Mahajana Sablia, beg to accord to Your Excellency our 
respectful and hearty welcome on the occasion of your first visit 
to the historic city of Madras. The inhabitants of this Presi¬ 
dency shared heartily in the universal rejoicing at Your Ex¬ 
cellency’s recovery from the injuries consequent on the dastardly 
attempt on Your Excellency’s life last December, and cherish, 
with profound gratitude, Your Excellency’s gracious assurance 
that the outrage has not affected your feelings towards India 
and her people. 

We shall long cherish and continue to strive after the ideal 
set forth in the despatch of the Government of India that the 
Provinces “should have a large measure of self-government 
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until at last India will consist of a number of administrations, 
autonomous in all Provincial affairs, with the. Government of 
India above them all possessing a power of interference in caso 
of m^government, but ordinarily restricting their functions to 
matters of Imperial concern.” 

As the oldest Political Association in South India, the Sabha 
feels it its duty to draw Your Excellency’s attention to some of 
the most pressing questions of the day.* 

No effective steps have been taken 'towards the separation of 
judicial from; executive functions, notwithstanding the fact that 
it has been long Aihder the consideration of Government, and in 
fact has passed the region of controversy'. • 

The status of our fellow-countrymen in South Africa, we are 
glad to acknowledge, has all along boon a matter of the greatest 
concern with the Government of India, hud we are grateful for 
the sympathy that the Government of India has been consistently 
evincing with and for the efforts that have been made to amelio¬ 
rate their condition. The iniquitous South African Immigra¬ 
tion Law, in which the policy of the South African Government 
towards Indians has culminated and has dispelled all doubts as 
to the wisdom of the Indian Government adopting retaliatory 
measures, and the Sabha would urge that the time has arrived 
for drastic arid effective measures being adopted So as to make 
clear that this Government is determined that measures of legis¬ 
lation involving degradation to the Indian will not be tolerated. 

The amendment of the- 'Religious Endowments Act of 1863, so 
far at any rate as this Presidency is concerned, has been pressed 
on the attention of the Government of India for over a quarter 
of a century, and the Sabha is thankful that the Madras Govern¬ 
ment has been .consistently supporting the efforts to procure 
such an amendment. The Sabha has to note with great regret 
that it in the Government of India that has be§n placing 
obstacles in the way of that Act* being amended. The conditions 
relating to religious endowments in this Presidency are so 
different from those in the north that any objections that may 
be urged elsewhere ought not to stand in the way of the intro¬ 
duction of the necessary reform in this Presidency. 

Other questions remain, such as the changes needed in the 
rules and regulations for the working of Reformed Councils, the 
settlement of hutd revenue, the more rapid developing of irriga- 
tional facilities in the Presidency, and the need for free and 
compulsory Primary Education, for measures of village sanita- 
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fcion and the early disposal of the many recommendations of the 
Decentralisation Commission calculated to improve the general 
well-being of the people and their capacity to administer their 
own affairs. The Sabha hopes that these various questions will 
have the sympathetic consideration of the Government. 

The Sabha, in conclusion, hopes that Your Excellency will bo 
enabled to carry away very pleasant recollections of your stay 
in this Presidency. The Sabha prays that Your Excellency will 
be pleased to assure His Majesty the King-Emperor of the loyalty 
of the people of this Presidency and of tlieir affection for the 
Throne and person of His Majesty, and wishes that Your Ex¬ 
cellency and Her Excellency Lady Hardinge will bo long spared 
in health and strength to continue your interest in this country 
and its people. 


ANGLO-INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN INDIA. 

May it please Your Excellency ,—On behalf of the members of 
the Anglo-Indian Association of Southern India, we crave leave 
to approach Your Excellency and welcome Your Excellency and 
Lady Hardinge to our hostoric Presidency, which is also the 
oldest possession of the Crown in the British Empire. 

AVhile assuring Your Excellency of our devotion to His 
Imperial Majesty and our loyalty to his Government, we cannot 
but recall to memory the dastardly attempt made on the life of 
Your Excellency on the 2&rd day of December last on the occa¬ 
sion of Your Excellency’s State Entry into Delhi. Words fail to 
describe the mingled feelings of horror and indignation with 
which our community learnt the news of this outrage. It is 
sufficient to say the crime was universally condemned, and wo 
trust that the fair fame of India may never again be tarnished 
by such insensate outrage. We thank Almighty God most fer- 
vently for having spared Your Excellency, as also the life of 
Lady Hardinge, whose historic behaviour on that lamentable 
occasion is beyond all praise. 

Realising the advantages of education in uplifting the mem¬ 
bers of our community, our Association has, for some years past, 
been granting scholarships and paying fees to enable deserving 
boys and girls to prosecute their studies for the primary as well 
as for the higher examinations. Our Association has a special 
education fund for the purpose and devotes the greater part of 
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its finances towards equipping the young members of our com¬ 
munity for the battle of life in order that they may keep abreast • 
of the other communities. 

We are deeply, grateful to Your Excellency for calling the 
Simla Conference to consider the problems connected with the 
education of our community, and we are eagerly looking forward 
for concrete measures as the outcome of this Conference. Our 
Association has made a representation last April to the Govern¬ 
ment of our Presidency; and as the matter is still under the 
consideration of our Government, we desire at this juncture to 
retrain from enlarging upon the subject. We are in hopes that 
our proposals will receive the approval of Government, especially 
those in regard to lending us teachers and the erection of hostels. 
We trust that, during the benign regime of Your Excellency’s 
Government in India and in His Excellency Lord Pent]and’s in 
this Presidency, the question of Anglo-Indian education will he 
put upon a sound and satisfactory basis. 

We may, however, be permitted to say a word on the subject 
of hostels. While hostels abound for pure Indian students, there 
are none at all for Anglo-Indians. Students come from the 
various outlying districts of the Presidency and from Bangalore 
to attend the arts and professional colleges and other institutions. 
They seek hoard and lodge in scattered parts of the city—such 
private boarding-houses are under no control and some are 
situated in undesirable places. Frequently youths of -our com¬ 
munity, to the great sorrow of their parents, turn out failures 
and succumb to the temptations usual in large cities. 

We desire to tender, our thanks for the State scholarship 
recently announced for girls, and we pray, having regard to the 
general poverty of the Anglo-Indian students and their want 
of opportunities, that a scholarship may be granted annually 
in each Province for boys and an other for girls. 

For some time past the various Anglo-Indian Associations 
have been memorialising Government to secure for the youths 
of our community the right to bear arms in. defence of their 
King arid country. Although they are allowed to serve as 
volunteers, yet they are not allowed to -enlist in the regular 
forces. This deprivation we feel acutely, and we consider that 
an honourable avenue of employment is thus closed against our 
stalwart youths. We claim the right to bear arms as our birth¬ 
right, and desire that an opportunity should be afforded to our 
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young men to prove their manliness and loyalty as soldiers of 
the King, and we believe that, when the community had oppor¬ 
tunities, it acquitted itself most gallantly and loyally. When 
Your Excellency’s Government appointed a Committee to con¬ 
sider the subject, we were filled with hopes that the time had at 
last come when our long-standing grievance was to be remedied; 
but in consequence of the report of the Committee not having 
been made public, we are still in. a state of suspense. We hope, 
however, the recommendations of the Committee are favourable 
to the enlistment of members of our community and to the for¬ 
mation of Anglo-Indian regiments, and that Your Excellency's 
Government will be pleased to give the subject their most 
powerful support in their representations to the Secretary of 
State for India in Council, and remove an unmerited slur on 
the loyalty and the martial spirit of the community. 

While thanking Your Excellency and the Governor of this 
Presidency for appointing representatives of our community to 
seats in the Imperial and the local Legislative Councils, we beg 
respectfully to submit that such nominations are at best an un¬ 
certain arrangement, and may at any time be affected amid 
the conflicting claims of more influential classes. To adequately 
safeguard the interests of our community, we earnestly beg that 
a seat in the Imperial Legislative Council and a seat in each 
Provincial Council may be reserved by rules. We need scarcely 
say that the right to return a member would be greatly valued 
by the community, 

Our Association desires respectfully to bring to Your Ex¬ 
cellency's notice the recent railway strike in Southern India. 
Though the Association is opposed to strikes and though it 
threw the whole weight of its influence against strikes and 
strikers, it cannot but point out to Your Excellency’s Govern¬ 
ment that strike is a thing that has come to stay in India; and 
that, unless legislative measures are adopted whereby the em¬ 
ployer;; and the employes could in a peaceful and rational 
manner settle their labour disputes, we must perforce expect 
periodical disturbances of this character. Legislation is more 
needed in India for the benefit of the employes, especially in 
view of the fact that the employers are more powerful in India 
than in the Western countries, and the labourers here are practi¬ 
cally dumb, without influence or support. The want of such 
legislative enactments was made apparent in the recent strikes 
on the Madras and Southern Mahratta Kail way. It is necessary, 
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in the interests of Government and the public at largo, that 
strikes should be controlled by effective laws framed for the 
purpose. We need hardly say that a strike should he dealt with 
promptly and at the outset and should not he allowed to spread. 
Experience has shown that continuance of a strike not only 
engenders resentment of feelings between employers and em¬ 
ployes, hut also gives opportunities to irresponsible outsiders to 
widen the breach, to the great detriment of commerce and trade, 
not to say of public convenience and public comfort. Your Ex¬ 
cellency may rest assured that Government will have the support 
of our and our sister associations and, we may say, of the whole 
country in any measure that Government may think advisable 
to take to deal with and control strikes in a way just both to 
the employers and the employes. 

Wo thank Your Excellency vory gratefully for affording us 
this opportunity of appro aching, you with this address, we pray 
that Your Excellency’s regime may continue to he blessed with 
ever success, and we wish Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge 
personally every happiness and prosperity. 


INDIAN CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF MADRAS. 

Your Excellency ,—We humbly, but heartily, thank Your Ex¬ 
cellency for graciously permitting us to approach you on this 
august occasion. Probably, this is the first time in the history of 
this or other Presidencies that an Association of Indian clergymen 
have ventured to present an address to the Viceroy. We thank God 
for most mercifully preserving Your Excellency’s life from the 
assassin’s hand and restoring you to speedy and perfect health 
from the Injuries caused by the bomb. Our firm belief is that your 
precious life and strength have been preserved for the special 
benefit of the Indian people which has ever been Your Excellency's 
most anxious care. 

Providence has placed us in spiritual charge of nearly ten 
thousand Protestant Indians in this city. This Conference of 
Indian ministers was organised about thirteen years ago with the 
object of promoting our mutual fellowship and the general welfare 
of the flocks scattered throughout South India,.where the Christian 
Church was first founded, and where she has, by the blessing of 
God, achieved tha greatest degree of success, Though we repre- 
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sent not less than ten different branches of the Church of Christ, 
we cherish the not unreasonable hope that these will, in the near 
future, merge into a single national Indian Church and lay the 
foundation for one consolidated Indian nation. Our graduates 
number nearly a thousand, and to them and our educated women 
we look forward as humble factors in the promotion of India’s 
welfare and prosperity. In this connection we thank Your Excel¬ 
lency for the boons recently granted in answer to our prayer, viz., 
changing the appellation “Native Christians” into “Indian Chris¬ 
tians ” and “Natives” into “Indians.” Both “Indians” and 
“Indian Christians ” are becoming current phrases throughout 
India. 

The early education of our children, we need not assure Your 
Excellency, is our greatest concern. On their early education and 
environment depends the healthy progress of our community. In 
former years our children were freely admitted into all European 
schools; and this we deemed a great privilege for all Christian 
pupils; at least in their tender and impressionable years, to be 
trained and taught in a Christian atmosphere and by Christian 
teachers. But recent regulations by tlie Government, over which 
Your Excellency presides, have introduced a peremptory check on 
this ancient and precious privilege. Though admissions to the 
extent of 10 per cent, are allowed, the restrictions are so many and 
severe that the concession has proved more injurious than profit¬ 
able. The hardships thus inflicted on the children of our progres¬ 
sive community are considerable and quite unknown in other lands. 
To mention hut a single instance : our children have been deprived 
of the scholarships founded for their special encouragement in the 
local Bishop Corrie’s Grammar School. We understand, however, 
that, in Bombay and the United Provinces, the traditional privi¬ 
lege is unrestrictedly continued and Indian Christian pupils are not 
only permitted to read up to the highest form, but even appear for 
what are termed European examinations. If we are rightly in¬ 
formed as to this matter, may we crave Your Excellency, in con¬ 
sultation with the Government of Madras, to graciously remove the 
restrictions now' in force in this Presidency and sanction the co¬ 
education of all Christian children, be they European, Anglo-Indian 
or Indian, provided the prescribed fees are paid. Such co-educa¬ 
tion, we respectfully urge, would promote a healthy rivalry and 
friendly intercourse and help not a little towards bridging the gulf 
that has unfortunately begun to separate Christian Indians and 
Anglo-Indians. It would also cement the cream of the youth of His 
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Imperial Majesty V Christian subjects throughout the Indian 
Empire. 

In conclusion, we earnestly pray that God, our Father, may, 
preserve lour Excellency’s life and health and that of the noble lady 
who has ever stood by you in danger as well as in the daily discharge 
of duty, and enable you to complete the great,tasks you have im¬ 
posed on yourselves, while our fervent prayers will continue to 
ascend as hitherto to the Throne of Grace for lour Excellencies’ 
long life and happiness. 


CATHOLIC INDIAN ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN INDIA. 

We. the members of the Catholic Indian Association of 
Southern India, beg leave to approach Your Excellency with 
this address of welcome. Our Association has members in all 
parts of Southern India, its total strength being over 1,500, 
representing more than half a million of Catholics, as returned 
by the last census of Southern India, and it is fully recognised 
by all the Catholic Archbishops and Bishops in Southern India. 
Its object is to draw closer the bond of union among Roman 
Catholic Indians and to watch over their rights and privileges 
as citizens of the British Empire. 

We are rejoiced to meet in person Your Excellency, and wo 
thank Divine Providence for having vouchsafed to restore you 
to perfect health after the dastardly attempt upon Your Ex¬ 
cellency’s life, made in December 1912, which we, in common 
with all other communities in British India, deplored and 
detested. We are equally glad to renew the universal testimony 
which the whole of the British Empire bore with one voice to 
the courage, patience and assiduous fidelity displayed by Her 
Excellency Lady Hardinge in the hour of peril, as well as during 
the anxious months of convalescence and recovery that followed. 
We wish that Your Excellencies may be spared for many years 
to fulfil your useful and exalted mission in life. 

The history and present condition of Christianity in Southern 
India are well known, and we do not wish to detain Your Ex¬ 
cellency with any lengthy description of our present position. 
It will suffice to say that, thanks to the labours of our mission¬ 
aries during more than four centuries, and to the influence of 
Christianity, the Indian Christians have earned a definite place 
in the social organisation of Southern India, and are esteemed 
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by their fellow-citizens on account of their progress in civilisation 
and education. For the majority of Indian Christians, education 
is practically tho only passport to public recognition^ because 
family connections and family property have in most cases to be 
abandoned on account of conversion to Christianity and a eon- 
vert has practically to begin life over again. Still, Christianity 
has been, sufficiently long among u.s to enable many Christian 
families to bo founded with property, wealth, and connections of 
their own, and we trust that, under the beneficent auspices of 
British rule and with the progress of education, our Christian 
communities will gradually attain to success and prosperity, In 
this respect our hope rests in no small, measure on our agricultural 
and industrial communities, who are to be found in many parts 
of Southern India occupying villages almost entirely Catholic, 
and who in not a few instances have availed themselves of the 
opportunities for thrift which are affordod by Co-operative 
Societies. A very largo number of Catholics and of Christians 
generally in Southern India are no doubt still poor and belong 
to the humblest walks of life, but it has often been observed that 
it is precisely here that the ennobling, elevating and educating 
influence of Christianity is most felt. 

this is scarcely the occasion for us to prefer requests to Your 
Excellency on behalf of our community, which is sincerely thank¬ 
ful for tho benefits of British rule and which is behind no other 
community in its deep-rooted sentiments of loyalty, founded in 
its case on the teachings of religion. We beg to renew those 
sentiments to Your Excellency, who is the representative of our 
Most Gracious Sovereign, and in wishing Your Excellency and 
Lady Mardinge onco more a hearty welcome to Southern India. 


MADRAS PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE. 

May it please Your Excellency , —On behalf of the Mad as 
Provincial Congress Committee, we beg to approach Your Ex¬ 
cellency with an expression of cordial welcome on this occasion 
of Your Excellency's visit to the capital of South India. 

We, the citizens of the earliest of British possessions in tho 
East, in common with the inhabitants of other parts of India, 
followed with the utmost thankfulness and joy tho progress of 
Your Excellency’s recovery from the effects of the dastardly crime 
that was attempted on tho occasion of the State Entry into 
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Delhi, and the entire population of this Province, keenly anxious 
about Your Excellency’s safety, were profoundly touched when 
they read Your Excellency’s strikingly gracious declaration that 
the wicked attempt had not changed your policy or attitude 
towards the country and its people. 

We cherish with great gratitude and appreciation the high- 
minded and statesmanlike sagacity with which Your Excellency’s 
Government have enunciated Provincial autonomy, properly safe¬ 
guarded, as the goal of Indian administration, and trust that 
in Your Excellency’s time the first great stops will be taken 
towards reaching this goal. 

One of the greatest reforms for which we have for many long 
years been pleading, and of which Government have admitted 
both the justness and the necessity, is the separation of judicial 
from executive functions in all grades of the official hierarchy. 
Except for one small measure in this direction adopted long 
ago and acknowledged to be an unqualified success, no consider¬ 
able step has so fq,r been taken to remove an admitted defect 
in the administration, and we would, commend this matter to 
Your Excellency’s earnest and immediate attention. 

The whole country has been stirred to the keenest resentment 
by the heartlessness with which, in violation of promises, the 
South African Government has passed an Immigration Law 
retaining most of the objectionable features of the original 
legislation. The Government of India can no longer, in oui 
humble opinion, tolerate this state of things, but must seri¬ 
ously consider the measures retaliatory, if need be, which may 
be necessary for securing in the Colonies equal treatment for 
Indians with other classes of His Majesty’s subjects. 

Foremost of the many wants of this Presidency we would 
mention the imperative need of improving the economic condition 
of the people and of making an increased annual provision in tho 
Budget for the extension of irrigation works, railway communi¬ 
cations and harbour facilities in this part of the country. 

W© trust that the claims of these great objects to assistance 
from the Imperial Exchequer will receive generous consideration. 

Another matter to which we would solicit Your Excellency’s 
special attention is the great necessity of allowing the Madras 
Legislative Council to proceed with the amendment of the Reli¬ 
gious Endowments Act of 1863, for which a Bill has recently 
been introduced. The conditions of these endowments are so 
peculiar to this Province that the experience of other parts of 
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India ought not to bo allowed to hinder reforms proved to bo 
necessary here. 

We would respectfully point out that, considering the great 
and many needs of this Presidency, it is only just that it should 
bo allowed a larger portion of the revenue raised in it for its 
natural development. The extension of the elective principle so 
as to make the non-official majority in the local Legislative 
Council real and effective and the conferment on the Council of 
some control ever Provincial finance, the improvement of local 
self-government on the lines recommended by the Decentralisa- 
tion Commission, especially the constitution of village panchayats, 
increased provision for industrial and technical education, and 
the fixing of a definite limitation on the enhancement or land 
revenue at each resettlement, are some of the other problems of 
immediate interest awaiting the consideration of the Government. 

We welcome to our city and Presidency along with Your 
Excellency the gracious Lady who shares with rare courage and 
devotion the trials and anxieties of your exalted office, and we 
fervently pray to God that He may grant you both long life 
and over-increasing happiness. 


GO-OPERATORS OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 

Mat/ it please. Your Excellency ,-#e, the Co-operators of the 
Madras Presidency, respectfully welcome Your Excellency to this 
Province. We tender our loyal and heartfelt thanks to the 
Government of India for the initiation of the co-operative move¬ 
ment and for the cordial and encouraging support given to it by 
Your Excellency. Wo trust that this movement, in which His 
Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor foresaw a great and glorious 
future for the agricultural interests of this country, will continue 
to receive unabated support from Your Excellency’s Government. 

INDIAN COMMERCIAL COMMUNITY OF MADRAS. 

May it please Your Excellency ,—On behalf of the Indian com¬ 
mercial community of this Presidency, we beg to offer Your Excel¬ 
lency and Her Excellency Lady Hardinge our most hearty welcome. 

We rejoice that by the graco of Providence .Your Excellencies 
have been spared to us, and we share the universal appreciation of 
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your magnificent courage and sympathy under the most extra¬ 
ordinary and trying circumstances. 

This is not the occasion to recount the benefits of Your Excel¬ 
lency’s administration, but we wish to express our heartfelt grati¬ 
tude, with the rest of the country, for the good and beneficent 
influence Your Excellencies' have exercised over all the varied con¬ 
cerns of the numerous millions of this vast continent. 

There have been great strides in the progress of our port facil¬ 
ities 'with the timely and generous assistance of the Government of 
Madras and the Government of India; and we eagerly anticipate 
that, when the works now in hand and those about to be undertaken 
are brought to completion, we will have an excellent up-to-date 
port in Madras to the great and growing advantage of Madras trade. 

Your Excellency is doubtless aware that, as compared with the 
sister Presidencies, this Presidency has been slow to develop her 
natural resources so conducive to her material prosperity, and we 
are looking forward to the improvement and expansion of our 
industries, to the development of manufacture and agriculture, and 
to the great advance of commerce. We earnestly hope that, in 
the consideration of these important questions that are .likely to 
come up before the Government of Your Excellency, they will 
receive that sympathetic encouragement which has been the key¬ 
note of Your Excellency’s administration. 

We fervently pray that Your Excellencies may enjoy long life, 
health and happiness. 


MEMBERS OE THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER OE GOOD 
TEMPLARS OF SOUTHERN INDIA. 

May it please Your Excellency y —On behalf of the members of 
flic International Order of Good Templars in the jurisdiction of the 
Graiul Lodge of Southern India, we beg most respectfully to welcome 
Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge to this historic city of Madras. 

Our hearts overflow with gratitude to God for having divinely 
interposed and frustrated the wicked and cowardly design of the 
assassin, and most heartily do wo rejoice that Your Excellencies’ 
lives have been so miraculously spared. We venture to give ex¬ 
pression of our deep sense of respect and admiration towards Your 
Excellency’s person, and we take this opportunity of assuring Your 
Excellency of our unswerving loyalty and devotion to His Imperial 
Majesty the King-Emperor. 
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It may interest Youf Excellency to learn that the Order which 
wo have the honour to represent on this auspicious occasion is by far 
the largest Temperance Organisation in the world. It had its origin 
in 1851 in Central Now York, where it sprang up in a very humble 
vvay. Soon it spread widely in the United States and in the Domi¬ 
nion of Canada. Taking no time for repose, it crossed the Altantic 
and spread rapidly in England, Scotland, Ireland and Walea. Fol¬ 
lowing in the wake of Great Britain’s commercial activities, it soon 
reached Australia, New Zealand, Tasmania, South Africa, Mada¬ 
gascar, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Switzerland, India, 
China, Japan, South America and Sandwich Islands, the islands of 
the Mediterranean, Bermuda, Jamaica, and the other islands of the 
seas, and at the present time its influence sweeps nearly every 
nation and tongue on the face of the globe. In its objects and 
operations it occupies a broad platform. The Universal Fatherhood 
of God and the Universal Brotherhood of Man are its cardinal prin¬ 
ciples, and as such no one need be shut out from the pale of its 
blessed influences. 

Since the introduction of tins world-wide Brotherhood in this 
Presidency thirty-three years ago, the members thereof jointly, 
severally, and in conjunction with kindred organisations have been 
working unostentatiously for the improvement of the physical and 
moral tone of the various communities. Encouraged by the fact 
that the question of temperance is one of those subjects which 
intimately concern the future of India, tho members of our various 
Lodgos have been ever active in inculcating the principles of total 
abstinence among all classes and creeds. Public opinion is now 
more alive to- the seriousness of the question, and wo have to grate¬ 
fully recognise that Government has never been more ready than 
it is to-day to listen to the representations of temperance re¬ 
formers, and to profess its sympathy with tho objects which they 
nave in view. 

We rejoice in the very dear pronouncement made by the Secre¬ 
tary of State, in reply to'the temperance deputation that waited on 
him. Lord Crewe recognised the strength of the case for reform; 
and although he would not commit himself to a complete applica¬ 
tion of the principle of local option, ho admitted the desirability of 
improving, as far as possible, the machinery of the Advisory Com¬ 
mittee, and ho promised to convoy the suggestions mado to him on 
this and other matters to the Government of Indio. We tool suro 
wo are expressing tho views of kindred societies when we say we 
are grateful for the attention that is devoted to the moral and 



viam 


p| 

Speeches by U, E. Lord Ear din ye of Penshurst. 


Addresses from various bodies at Madras. 

economic aspects of the drink problem, and while admitting the 
growing efficiency with which this great department is administered, 
we cannot help but view with grave concern the steady, continuous 
and enormous increase in the drink revenue of this land. This 
large expansion of revenue points to the need of further reform in 
order to check the undoubted spread and, as many of us think, the 
deplorable increase in the drink habit. It is also our conviction 
that it is of the utmost importance that the children and young 
people of this land should be well grounded in temperance, truth, 
and with this end in view we strongly recommend that lessens on 
temperance be included in a suitable shape in the curriculum of 
studies in schools and colleges. We earnestly hope and trust that 
the time is not far distant when such radical reforms will be intro¬ 
duced as will tend to effectively checkmate the further progress of 
intemperance, and thus enable the peoples of this ancient land to 
preserve their great heritage of sobriety. 

In conclusion, we,thank Your Excellency very heartily for ixaving 
afforded us the opportunity of welcoming Your Excellency and 
Lady Mardinge to this city, and trust that Your Excellencies will 
carry away very pleasing recollections of your visit to this Presi¬ 
dency. 

ALL-INDIA BUB-ASSIST ANT SURGEONS’ ASSOCIATION. 

May it please Your Excellency r ~On behalf of the Madras branch 
of the* All-India Sub-Assistant Surgeons’ Association, we beg to 
approach Your Excellency on this occasion of Your Excellency’s 
first visit to South India, in order to give expression to our feelings 
of loyalty to His Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor, whom 
Your Excellency so worthily represents, and to convey to Your 
Excellency our respectful assurances of unswerving faithfulness in 
tho discharge of the duties devolving upon us as humble members 
of the medical profession. 

We belong to a branch of the medical department in this Presi¬ 
dency, which was organised over fifty years ago, for helping Euro¬ 
pean Surgeons in their work. This branch has passed through 
various phases corresponding to the increased efficiency of the work 
done by it from time to time. During all these years its members 
have been the pioneers of applied Western medical science in rural 
parts, where a great deal of prejudice and suspicion caused by 
ignorance arid conservatism has to bo overcome before the people 
could appreciate its benefits. To-day more than 60 per cent, of the 
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660 hospitals and dispensaries in this Presidency is in the sole 
charge of the members of Qur class of medical .subordinates who 
number on the whole 600. Of these, 100 men are private practi¬ 
tioners, both in the city of Madras and in the districts, and tin; rest 
are in Government service. More than half are in independent 
charge of dispensaries and hospitals, and of the rest a few are 
employed as assistants in city hospitals, while a considerable num¬ 
ber discharge, at great risk to their lives, important duties in areas 
affected by cholera, plague, malaria and similar diseases. 

We mention these facts because it gives us great satisfaction to 
think that, in days when the gospel of social service had hot come 
to be so generally preached as it is now, we wore privileged under 
the command and supervision of a benign and paternal Government 
to practise principles and precepts of social service by alleviating 
pain and relieving the poor, especially in out-of-the-way places and 
among the neglected communities badly in need of such help. It 
is this consciousness of being an important and useful limb of 
public service and a means of revealing to the masses the beneficent 
urns of the Government that has prompted us to organise ourselves 
into an Association in South India, consisting at present of .650 
members, affiliated to the All-India Sub-Asslstant Surgeons’ Asso¬ 
ciation consisting of 2,000 members, whose map* object during the 
seven years of its existence has beep to increase our, efficiency, and 
thus to promote the interests of the suffering masses among whom 
we have to labour. 

We not'd not say how glad we are to See Your Excellency face to 
face. As members of the medical profession/ we took a more than 
civic interest in Your Excellency’s health during the dark and 
painful months which have elapsed since the dastardly attack upon 
Your Excellency’s person in December last; and many of us wished 
that we were given the privilege and opportunity of rendering some 
service, however humble, to Your Excellency in co-operation with 
the Ministering Angel,” who stood by your bedside, sharing 
Your Excellency's sufferings and alleviating them at the same 
time. 

Thanking Your Excellency most heartily for granting us the 
privilege of presenting this humblo address *and praying that 
Heaven’s choicest blessings may be showered on Your Excellency 
and Lady Hardinge. 

His Excellency replied as follows to the foregoing addresses :—] 
Gentlemen, Before I say anything in reply to your 
individual addresses, 1 aln sure you will acquite me of 
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any discourtesy if I thank you collectively for the very 
hearty chorus of welcome with which you have greeted 
me to your Presidency and your city. 

Madras is rather a far cry from my head-quarters in 
Northern India, and it is practically impossible for a 
Viceroy to visit you more than once in his term of office, 
but i have noticed that the experience, of my predecessors 
has been like my own, and that nowhere in India can 
the King's representative count upon a more cordial and 
loyal reception than here in Madras one of the earliest 
footholds of England's Indian Empire. 

You have, with one voice of sympathy and concern, 
referred to the peril through which my wife and I passed 
last year, and I speak for Lady Hardinge, no less than 
for myself, when I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for your kind and friendly words. 

It is our earnest wish that our lives, which were 
spared through the mercy of Divine Providence, may 
prove of some use during the remainder of our sojourn in 
India to the millions entrusted to my care. 

To you, Gentlemen , who represent the Mussulmans 
of Southern India , let me say first a word of thanks that, 
at this moment of welcoming me to Madras, you have 
given me a real welcome, and liA,ve excluded from vour 
address all but the barest reference to one or two of those 
controversial topics which have troubled your community 
during the past few years. 


I do not make the mistake of thinking that, because 
you do not press me for a pronouncement upon any of 
them, they are not present to your minds ; on the contrary, 
I trace the self-restraint which you have exercised to a 
conviction that I have not been without deep sympathy 
with you alike in your aspirations after a fuller and 
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higher part in the life and light and progress of your 
country, and in the pain which you have felt at the 
difficulties with which Islam has been beset in various 
parts of the world. Indeed, the allusion you have made 
to recent unhappy incidents at Cawnpore shows that you 
fully appreciate the substantial testimony then given 
by my Government of their respect for the religious 
feelings of your community. 

Of the societies which you more particularly represent, 
all have in view the amelioration of your community 
and two devote special attention to education. I note 
with particular satisfaction the interest which you take 
in that subject, for education, wisely developed, admit¬ 
tedly lies at the root of all true progress. The Govern¬ 
ment of India and the Local Government are doing their 
best to help you. In improved education your salvation 
lies, and this you have realised. I believe that more 
special educational facilities are given to Mnssalmans in 
Madras than in any other part of India, and there has 
been a very rapid extension in recent years, but I am 
told that it has been almost entirely confined to the 
lower stages of instruction, and I would draw your 
earnest attention to the necessity of giving the pick of 
your young men the highest possible education, if you 
wish to hold your own under modern conditions of life. 
We are doing onr part and I doubt not that you will do 
yours. 

Gentlemen of the Madras Chamber of Commerce and 
of the Indian Commercial Community ,—I much appre¬ 
ciate the grateful references that you have made to the 
sympathetic treatment accorded by Government to the 
various schemes put forward by the Trustees of your port; 
In addition to the grant of 20 lakhs and the loans by 
means of which the initial scheme was financed, a further 
loan of 50 lakhs was granted last March for the provision 
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and equipment of quays. The improvements already 
effected, under the advice of Sir Francis Spring, have 
been most successful, and the additional facilities now 
to be provided will materially advance the growing 
popularity of your port. 

I must congratulate you upon the growth of the trade 
of the Presidency; five years ago your foreign and 
coasting trade combined amounted to less than 44J crores 
of rupees, but last year the figure mounted up to over 
54 crores, to which the Madras port alone contributed 
over 21 crores. 

With regard to the coast ports, I am sorry to learn 
of the abuses that you mention, and I can only say that 
no official representation has as yet reached my Govern¬ 
ment on the subject. Primd facie , the legislation you 
suggest strikes me as being of a somewhat drastic 
character, and I think we should be loth to agree to it 
until special police measures of a less extraordinary 
character had been given the fullest possible trial, and I 
am informed that the patrol launch employed at Coca- 
nada had a marked effect in suppressing offences of the 
character you indicate. The launch, I understand, fell 
into disrepair, but I feel confident that your Government 
will take early steps, if they have not done so already, 
to get it once move into working order. I know that 
they have been considering special police measures at 
Cuddalore and Negapatam, and I am sure that they will 
he ready to investigate and remedy similar complaints 
from any other port, whose case may be specially brought 
to their notice. 

The creation of a separate Department of Industries 
has recently been sanctioned for Madras, in the hope 
that it may further the industrial progress of this Pre¬ 
sidency. Its work will be of a somewhat experimental 
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nature, but it will start on its career with the best wishes 
of us all, and the results of its labours will be watched 
• with the greatest interest in every part of India. 

T note with interest your reference to the Royal Com¬ 
mission. on Indian Finance and Currency, and I share 
yotu satisfaction at this authoritative re-examination of 
our financial arrangements in India and at home. We 
have moved a long way in these matters since their con¬ 
sideration by the Indian Currency Committee of 1898, 
and the conditions which present themselves to us to-day 
after 14 years of effective prosecution of our gold stand¬ 
ard policy, are in many ways very different from any 
which could be foreseen when the Report of the earlier 
Committee was framed. We shall await the recommen¬ 
dations of the Commission with the utmost interest, and 
without any such prepossessions or commitments as would 
preclude us from giving them that full and attentive 
consideration to which the views of such a body are 
clearly entitled. 

As your address points out, the question of the em¬ 
ployment of surplus Government balances cannot be per¬ 
manently settled until the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission arc before us. You will, however, .have 
already learnt from a communication recently made to 
the Press that we have considered the matter with refer¬ 
ence to the present busy season and have obtained the 
Secretary of State’s sanction to certain important pro¬ 
posals. We are now in a position, if need arises, to make 
loans through the Presidency Ranks to a substantial 
extent, and on terms, as regards interest, which are no 
longer prohibitive; the old condition that such loans 
could only be granted at the prevailing bank rate, being 
now replaced by permission to lend at one per cent, 
below that rate. I need not detail the further conditions 
attaching to such loans, but content myself with a brief 
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reference to the question in order to remind you that it 
has received our full attention, and that we are in no 
way disposed to adopt an unduly rigid attitude. You 
must remember, too, that our surplus funds have also 
been very freely placed at the disposal of trade by the 
unusually heavy drawings of the Secretary of State, and 
that there is no longer that large temporary accumula¬ 
tion of money in our balances which existed a little time 
ago and perhaps inspired your present comments. 

When we put forward the proposals to which I have 
referred, we anticipated an exceptionally busy and pros¬ 
perous trade season; the monsoon promised to be wholly 
favourable; and the commercial sky was not at that time 
overcast. We were thinking solely of finding some 
means to alleviate the special stringency to which the 
money market is naturally subject at such times. Since 
then, however, the conditions have undergone a most 
unfortunate change. I do not refer so much to the less 
favourable agricultural position, though this is serious 
and regrettable. I am thinking more particularly of the 
severe banking and commercial crisis through which the 
country is now passing. The disturbance of credit which 
originated in the first banking failures in the Punjab 
has extended in some degree to Northern India gener¬ 
ally; while in the storm centre at Bombay the crisis has 
already produced calamitous results. I shall not attempt 
to indicate the causes to which these troubles may be 
attributed; but I wish to emphasise two points. In the 
first place, we have felt that in these exceptional condi¬ 
tions the Government of India ought not to take up an 
attitude of entire aloofness and detachment. We have 
closely followed the course of events, and where it has 
been possible and legitimate to do so, we have given 
timely assistance. I am glad to say that there has been 
no undue disposition to look to Government for help. 
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•Such help as we can properly give is limited in extent, 
and necessarily subject to conditions and safeguards. 
But what we could do has been, and will continue-to be, 
done. 

Secondly, 1 wish to say a word about the future. 
These failures hate inevitably' aroused some distrust in 
Indian banking institutions, and the feeling of disquiet 
is not likely to be quickly removed. We must all deplore 
the set-back which these events must be expected to give 
to the tendency which has been so pronounced* in* recent 
years for the savings of the people to be increasingly 
applied in investment and industrial enterprise. In 
spite of inexperience, or recklessness, the movement was 
sound in itself. Indeed, it is a necessary condition of 
India’s development and prosperity; and I am convinced 
that it will be maintained, in spite of temporary checks. 
Tf the Indian investor is taught by these events to be 
more careful to distinguish between sound and unsound 
undertakings, or if they pave the way for some better 
system of regulation and protection, they will not have 
been unfruitful of beneficent result. Meanwhile, I ear¬ 
nestly hope that the legitimate caution which these mis¬ 
fortunes inspire will not degenerate into unreasoning 
dismay, the only outcome of which must be to confound 
the good with the bad, and bring heavy loss upon in¬ 
vestors and depositors whose money is lodged with 
inherently sound institutions. 

I am fully in accord with your desire for the con¬ 
struction of now feeder lines of railways to develop the 
different districts of your Presidency, and I understand 
that, during the last few months, the prospect has very 
largely improved. Your District Boards and land- 
owners have for many years shown the greatest enter¬ 
prise in accumulating funds for the construction of local 
railways, but there lias been a difficulty in raising the 
balance of the capital required before many of these 
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District Board Railways could be built. I am assured 
that this difficulty lias now been overcome by the efforts 
of the Madras Government, and that terms have been 
arranged under which the Bank of Madras is prepared to 
lend a considerable sum to District Boards on their rail¬ 
way debentures. Besides this, I understand that different 
firms have advanced or are putting forward proposals to 
construct feeders under branch line terms—proposals 
which, if supported by your Local Government, will 
receive every consideration at the hands of the Govern¬ 
ment of India, 

There seems therefore every likelihood of the early 
construction of several feeder lines in your Presidency, 
the capital being found in India—a point to which I 
attach considerable importance. 

Gentlemen of the Madras Landholders' Association ,— 
The names of your office-bearers are a sufficient evidence, 
if evidence were needed, that the claim of loyalty and 
devotion to the Imperial Throne made in your address is 
no empty phrase-making, and that your further claim to 
represent the landed aristocracy of the province is well 
founded. That aristocracy has an interesting history 
and I hope a bright future. It provided the first Indian 
Member of the Governor's Executive Council, and it is 
believed that the passing of the Impartible Estates Act 
of 1904 has materially improved the status, and so in¬ 
directly strengthened the position in the body politic of 
the greater landholders. I have been told that your 
association has throughout advocated its strongly held 
views on the subject of the relation between landlord 
and tenant in proprietary estates with great ability and 
moderation, and I can only assure you that any further 
suggestions for amending the present law' preferred in 
the same spirit are assured of sympathetic consideration 
from the Local and Supreme Governments, 
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Gentlemen of the Maliajana Sabha and of the Madras 
Provincial Congress Committee,— The addresses you have 
done me the honour to present cover practically the same 
ground, and I trust therefore I may bo excused if I 
answer you together. 

The separation of judicial from executive functions 
is a question that has been discussed for a number of years 
at great length and from many points of view, but I fear 
I am not in a position to make a pronouncement on the 
subject; I will, however, see that the statement of your 
views, which you have laid before me, is added to the 
somewhat portentous mass of literature on this topic that 
is now before the Government of India. 

The position of Indians in South Africa has for some 
" ^ years past received the most anxious consideration of 
the Government of India, and,.as the Mahajana Sabha 
acknowledge, they are doing all that lies; ia-their .power to 
ensure fair treatment for Indians residing witlun the 
Union. 


The Act of which you complain has in practice the 
effect of putting a stop to Asiatic emigration to South 
Africa, though it does not discriminate in so many won s 
against Asiatics. We have, however, succeeded in 
securing the privilege of entry for a limited number of 
educated Indians annually. We have also made special 
endeavours to seoure as favourable terms as possible for 
Indians already resident in the Union, and our efforts 
have resulted in the inclusion of provisions for the right 
of appeal to the Courts on points of law, and of a defini¬ 
tion of domicile, in accordance with which the position 
of Indians, who entered the Union, otherwise than under 
indenture, has been satisfactorily laid down. 

We are at the present moment in communication 
with the Secretary of State regarding other restrictions 
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contained in the Act to which we take exception, and 
we trust that our representations may not be without 
result. 

You have urged in your address that retaliatory 
measures should be taken by the Government of India, 
but you have not attempted to state the particular 
measures which in your opinion should be adopted. As 
you are aware, we forbade indentured emigration to 
Natal in 1011; and the fact that the Natal planters sent 
n delegate over to India, to beg for a reconsideration of 
that measure, shows how hardly it hit them. But I am 
afraid it has had but little effect upon South Africa as a 
whole, and it is unfortunately not easy to find means bv 
which India can make her indignation seriously felt by 
those who hold the reins of Government in that country. 

Recently your compatriots in South Africa have 
taken matters into their own hands by organising what 
is called passive resistance to laws which they consider 
invidious and unjust—an opinion which we who watch 
their struggles from afar cannot but share. 

They have violated, as they intended to violate, those 
laws, with full knowledge of the penalties involved, and 
ready with all courage and patience to endure those 
penalties. In all this they have the sympathy of India 
—deep and burning—and not only of India, hut of all 
those who like myself, without being Indians themselves, 
have feelings of sympathy for the people of this country. 

But the most recent developments have taken a very 
serious turn, and we have seen the widest publicity given 
to allegations that this movement of passive resistance 
has been dealt with by measures which would not for a 
moment be tolerated in any country that claims to call 
itself civilised. 

These allegations have been met by a categorical 
denial from the responsible Government of South Africa, 
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though even their, denial contains admissions which do 
not seem to me to indicate that the Union Government 
have exercised a very wise discretion in some of the 
steps which they have adopted. That is the position at 
■this moment, and I do feel that if the South African 
Government desire to justify themselves in. the eyes of 
India and the world only one course is open to them, and 
that is to appoint a strong and impartial committee, upon 
which Indian interests shall be fully represented, to 
conduct a thorough and searching enquiry into the truth 
of these allegations; and as the comvnmiqni that has 
appeared in this morning’s papers will show you, I have 
not hesitated to press that view upon the Secretary of 
Slate. Now that, according to telegraphic accounts 
received in this country from South Africa, such disorder 
as arose has completely ceased, I trust that the Govern* , 
merit of the Union will fully realise the imperative 
necessity of treating a loyal section of their fellow-sub¬ 
jects in a spirit of equity and in accordance with their 
rights as free citizens of the British Empire. You may , 
rest assured that the Government of India will not 
cease to urge these considerations upon His Majesty's 
Government. ' 

Hie amendment of the Religious Endowments Act 
of 1863 is a question, about which much has been written 
and said over a series of years. The policy of Govern¬ 
ment, as embodied in that Act, is one, broadly speaking, 
of non-intervention with the religious affairs of the 
people, and for this reason any interference by the officers 
of Government with the management of those religious 
trusts has been consistently discouraged, although the 
assistance of the Civil Courts inf checking cases of abuse 
can be invoked by the institution of proceedings. The 
main principle underlying that policy is probably one 
which still commends itself to the majority of people in 
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this country. But I am aware that, in Madras parti¬ 
cularly, the view is held by many persons that the Jaw, 
as it stands, is insufficient to check the misapplication 
and waste of these endowments, and this sentiment has 
manifested itself in various proposals which have from 
time to time been put forward for the amendment of the 
law, especially in the direction of requiring the periodical 
publication of audited accounts. In fact, a Bill to amend 
the Religious Endowments Act of 1863 was sought' to be 
introduced last year in the local Legislative Council by 
the llon’ble Mr. Seshagiri Aiyar, and about the same 
time a Bill bearing upon the same subject was promoted 
by the Hon’ble Sir Ibrahim Rahimtoola in Bombay. It 
is the case that earlier proposals to effect changes in the 
law did not commend themselves to the Government of 
India, who were actuated by a scrupulous desire to 
respect the religious susceptibilities of those interested 
in these endowments. But in connection with the two 
Bills mentioned, Government have given their careful 
consideration to the possibility of finding some solution 
which, while avoiding this risk, might yet do something 
to ensure a higher standard of management, in these 
endowments than is sometimes alleged to exist, and they 
ate at the moment in correspondence with the Secretary 
of State on the subject. I am sanguine that some line of 
action may be agreed upon which will commend itself 
to all concerned, and if the advocates of this reform are 
inclined to be impatient that the progress made has not 
been more rapid, they must remember that the question 
is not solely of provincial interest, while even in Madras 
there are probably many who are more conservative in 
their views, and for whose opinions Government cannot 
but have regard. 

In reply to the references you have made to the rules 
and regulations for the working of the Legislative Coun- 
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oils, I would like to remind you that constitutional 
changes are in no country of rapid growth. The new 
scheme of reforms only came into effect in 1910, and the 
year 1D13 is not yet finished. The only changes that 
have been made in the new constitution of the Councils, 
and in the regulations which govern them, were modifi¬ 
cations required to give effect to the territorial changes 
announced at the Delhi Durbar, and to remove minor 
defects in the new machinery which interfered with their 
smooth working. No attempt was made, or can be made 
at present, to alter the nature of the scheme of reform so 
recently hailed as making an enormous advance on the 
system previously existing; and if you are under the 
impression that under present conditions the influence 
of non-official members is unreal or ineffective, I can 
confidently assure you from a very considerable experi¬ 
ence that that impression is entirely incorrect. 

Towards the extension of irrigatioual facilities the 
Government of India will continue to pursue the same 
sympathetic policy in the future as they have followed 
in the past, and it may interest you to know that the 
capital expenditure upon such works in Madras amounted 
in the last decade to more than a crore and three quarters, 
bringing the total up to nearly 10 crores. Besides the 
projects in progress, there are a number under considera¬ 
tion, including the two great schemes known as the 
Cauvery and the Kistna Reservoir projects. 

I have already referred to the question of the improve¬ 
ments in the Port of Madras in my reply to the Chamber 
of Commence, and I need only observe that I believe your 
Government are giving very considerable attention to 
increasing the facilities of your other harbours, and that 
any proposals they may make in this sense to the Gov¬ 
ernment of India shall be received and considered with 
the most careful attention. 
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To the remarks I have already made in reply to 
another address on the subject of railway communica¬ 
tions, let me add that our railway programme this year 
has reached a maximum figure of. £12 millions: We 
shall do our utmost to maintain a high standard of capital 
expenditure in the future, but recent conditions in 
Europe have been very unfavourable to sterling borrow¬ 
ing; and the amount which we can raise in this country 
is also limited. It is, therefore, with special satisfaction 
that I have witnessed the increasing outflow of Indian 
capital to branch lines of railway, and the efforts of the 
Madras Boards to find funds locally for small feeder lines. 

To turn to your provincial resources, I cannot but 
think that this Presidency has been exceptionally for¬ 
tunate. The share of its revenues which is available for 
provincial requirements is large and rapidly increasing; 
indeed the present excess of revenue over obligatory 
expenditure amounts, I understand, to something like a 
quarter of a million pounds a year. The province, too, 
has large accumulated balances, amounting at the begin¬ 
ning of this year to one and a half million,, of which 
about two-thirds of a million represented the unspent 
balance of grants made by the. trovernment of India in 
recent years, as an addition to the revenues permanently 
assigned for provincial purposes. I trust that these 
figures will convince you that we hjave not been illiberal 
in our treatment of the Presidency. 

Gentlemen of the Anglo-Indian Association of 
Southern India ,—I am pleased to hear that you recognise 
the value of education and have made efforts to enable 
deserving pupils to prosecute,their studies. So long ago 
as 1860 Lord Canning advocated self-help, with liberal 
aid from Government, as the proper policy to be pursued 
in European education. It is a policy in accordance 
with which Government have continued to act, and the 
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grants from public funds are now many multiples of 
what they were 50 years ago. The Government of India 
have recently paid especial attention to this subject, 
as is evident from your appreciative mention of the con¬ 
ference held at Simla in 1912. The first-fruits of that 
discussion have already manifested themselves in further 
liberal grants for the education of the domiciled com¬ 
munity, including a special recurring grant (over and 
above the share allotted to the Presidency) of thirty 
thousand rupees a year for the instruction of the poorer 
classes of that community in Madras city. The further 
proposals of Local Governments on the important resolu¬ 
tions of that conference are now awaited and will receive 
my sympathetic consideration. Your address makes 
mention of two particular matters—the provision of 
hostels at colleges, and the extension of the system of 
granting scholarships for study iu England. Hostels are 
a subject to which I and my. Government have recently’ 
paid a very great deal of attention, and for which wo 
have made very large allocations of funds to the various 
provinces, and I must leave it to you to settle with your 
own Government whether you can make out a good case 
for a separate share of these benevolences. The creation 
to which you have referred of an annual scholarship of 
<£200 for girls is in itself a step of considerable magnitude, 
and I am afraid I cannot hold out any hope of a further 
advance in this direction in the immediate future. 

Your Association appear to be under a misapprehen¬ 
sion in regard to the non-eligibility of Anglo-Indians to 
enlist in the regular Army. The Indian Army Itegula- 
tions admit of such enlistment, subject to the condition 
that the father and maternal grandfather or mother and 
paternal grandfather of a candidate are of pure European 
origin, or that he is the child of a marriage between per¬ 
sons of this descent. The report of the Committee to 
whiclf you refer is still under the consideration of my 
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Government, and I am unable to forecast tlie conclusions 
at which we may arrive; but if it is, as I understand it 
is, your desire that regiments composed entirely of Anglo- 
Indians should be raised, I am afraid there must be 
misunderstanding as to the numbers of recruits that 
would be forthcoming, for I do not think I shall be 
committing an indiscretion if I tell yoti that the evidence 
recorded clearly indicated that a very small number 
indeed of suitable candidates would be willing to enlist 
in a separate unit. 

When the scheme for the constitution of the enlarged 
Councils was issued in 1909, it was decided to retain the 
nominations to a few seats in order that representation 
might be accorded from time to time to the interest and 
classes which would not normally return many members, 
but whose advice ought to be advantageous, possibly with 
reference to any particular piece of legislation which 
might be before the Councils at the moment, or possibly 
from a more general standpoint. The seats thus 
reserved are few, while the claims which are advanced to 
them from time to time are many and various. While 
therefore most anxious that the interests represented by 
the Anglo-Indian community should receive full and fair 
recognition in the distribution of nominations, I. am 
unwilling to tie my own hands, in the case -of the Im¬ 
perial Council or those of-heads of provinces in respect 
of the Provincial Councils by introducing a definite rule 
in favour of the Anglo-Indian community, while the 
substitution of a system of election for that of nomina¬ 
tion is complicated by -the"difficulty 'of substituting an 
electorate which* would be altogether satisfactory. 


In your address you "bring to my notice the recent 
railway strike in Southern India, and urge that legisla¬ 
tion should be passed to preyeut strikes, and that effective 
laws be framed to control strikes and deal with them 
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promptly at the outset, so that they .may be prevented 
from spreading. This is a request which requires very 
great consideration, and X cannot commit myself to any 
definite expression of opinion as to whether* the legisla¬ 
tion you suggest is desirable, and, if the laws you pro¬ 
pose were enacted, whether they would be successful in 
securing your object. The Government of India have 
been closely watching the attempts made in other coun¬ 
tries to control strikes by legislation, Conciliation Boards 
and other means; and if you will examine the condition 
of affairs at the present moment in those countries, it 
would not appear that the steps so far taken have been 
downed with any particular success. X feel confident 
that none of the railway administrations of India are 
actuated by a desire to deal harshly with their employes, 
and that they are, on the contrary, prepared to deal 
fairly with them. As an instance, I may remind you 
that, within the last two years, a scheme of retiring gra¬ 
tuities has been brought into operation on all the rail¬ 
ways in India under which an employe, retiring after a 
period of continuous and faithful service, receives a very 
substantial sum. We all have grievances, some are 
reasonable and some quite unreasonable, and I venture 
to think that if employers and employes would cultivate 
a better understanding with each other, and endeavour 
to fully appreciate the grievances on one side, and the 
difficulty which sometimes exists in removing them on 
the other side, we should hear less of strikes with all the 
inconvenience they cause to the public, and all the misery 
to the families of those who throw up their appointments 
and lose their means of livelihood. 

To you, Gentlemen, who represent the Co-operative 
Societies of Madras, I will only say that it has given me 
particular pleasure to receive your loyal address. 

The progress of co-operative organisation in the 
Madras Presidency has been most satisfactory, and the 
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prospects of its further expansion are full of promise. 
The success of the movement in this Presidency is the 
more gratifying, since the chief pioneer of co-operation 
iu India was Sir Frederic Nicholson, a Madras officer. 
L am well aware of the importance of the movement and 
of its great present value, and still greater potential 
value, in advancing the interests of agriculture in India; 
and you, who have thrown yourselves into the work with 
so much public spirit, may rest assured that youx efforts 
will never fail to receive the sympathy and support of 
Government. 

Gentlemen of the Catholic Indian Association , You 
have refrained from placing before Vn& any special 
requests, but I doubt not that in many matters your diffi¬ 
culties are analogous to those of the Indian Christian 
Association, and I trust therefore you will lake, to your¬ 
selves such remarks as may be applicable in the observa¬ 
tions t shall now make to that body, but first let me 
heartily congratulate you both upon the progress yen: 
have made, and the position you hold in the matter of 
education. 

In the address which you, Gentlemen of the Indian 
Christicin Association, have presented to me, perhaps 
the most 'important questions raised concern your matri¬ 
monial relations, and I must say at once that I am 
unable to deal with them at this time and place. All 
the points you mention have at oh e v time or another been 
before my Government, who have fpurul them to bristle 
with difficulties. I am willing to maintain an open mind 
about them and can* promise you the.most careful con¬ 
sideration of any representations you may make through 
your Local Government, but you must excuse me from 
making on this occasion any pronouncement upon so 
thorny a topic. 

You will doubtless agree with me that your claims 
are stronger to representation on the Provincial than on 
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the Imperial Council, since your weight and influence 
are proportionately greater in the Madras Presidency 
than in India as a whole and, as a matter of fact, I 
understand that an Indian Christian — sometimes a 
Roman Catholic and sometimes of some other denomina¬ 
tion— has in practice usually found a place upon the 
Presidency Legislative Council, and I am quite sure 
that, in distributing his nominations, Lord Pentland is 
not likely to overlook vour interests. 

But there are claims from other quarters, which have 
to be considered ; and, with every desire to deal sympathe¬ 
tically with your request, it seems to me essential that 
the discretion of your Governor must be left unfettered. 
Owing to the difficulty in constituting a suitable elec¬ 
torate which would represent all sections, the system of 
nomination seems calculated to give results which will 
probably be more satisfactory to the community as a 
whole, and there is no reason to apprehend that the 
system will not be worked with justice to all.' 

I am glad to learn that members of your community 
are included in the Indian Civil Service, but I believe 
they are of comparatively junior standing, and, as you 
know, promotion to the higher offices proceeds upon 
definite lines which are independent of the interests of a 
particular community. 

As your representatives in the services prove their 
merit and establish their reputations, they will certainly 
in due course receive at the hands of the Local Govern¬ 
ment the recognition to which they are entitled, and 
meantime I take this opportunity of congratulating you 
upon having found amongst your number the first Indian 
who has attained the distinction of becoming a Bishop 
of the Anglican community. 

Gentlemen, I have now replied, though I am afraid 
some of you may think inadequately, to the various ad- 
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dresses which have been presented to me to-day. To 
those who are dissatisfied I will only urge two pleas, in 
mitigation of rny shortcomings. The first is that some 
of the topics to which you refer are matters within the 
competence of your own Local Government, with which 
it would not be proper for me, as the head of the Gov¬ 
ernment of India, to interfere, unless and until they 
come before my Government through those regular chan¬ 
nels, which are known to all, and if my experience is to 
he trusted, do not present any peculiar difficulties of 
navigation. The other is that topics of more directly 
Imperial interest are so constantly ventilated and dis¬ 
cussed in the Imperial Legislative Council that it is but 
seldom, under present conditions, that a Viceroy is in a 
position to make elsewhere, upon the burning questions 
of the day, any new pronouncement. 

I will now conclude my remarks, and in doing so let 
me thank you once more for the good-will you have shown 
and the good wishes you have expressed. They will help 
me to shoulder my burden with good cheer and to speed 
me on my way with the happiest memories of your *eity, 
and you may rest assured that I shall not fail to convey 
to His Gracious Majesty, our King-Emperor, those 
messages of loyal devotion expressed in some and 
implied in all of the addresses I have received to-day. 


25th Nov. 
h 1 13. 


LAY TNG FOUNDATION STONE OF MADRAS UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY. 

[The Viceroy and Lord Pentland left Government House at 
7-35 o’clock on the morning of the 25th November with an escort 
of the Governor’s Bodyguard and arrived at the site of the 
new buildings, situated close to the Senate House. Sir John 
Wallis, Vice-Chancellor, met His Excellency and Lord Pentland, 
who was dressed in tlio robes of his office as Chancellor of the 
University, at the foot of tbe dal s' and conducted them to their 
scats, having first presented the members of the Senate. 
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Sir John then read an address on behalf of him self as Vice- 
Chancellor and the Fellows of the University. In the address 
reference was made to the increased interest in the vernaculars 
which had followed on tlio introduction of vernacular composi¬ 
tion into the intermediate examination, and to the closer rela¬ 
tions which had been established between the University and its 
affiliated colleges, the encouragement given to the hostel system, 
the development of a fuller college life and the great improve¬ 
ments in staff equipment. Mo also announced that a donation 
of Its. .10,000 had been received from Mr. P. Rama Rayaningar 
towards the building of the University Library. 

His Excellency then read his address from a dais, while 
opposite was the foundation stone backed by a semi-circular 
stand on which was seated a large and very enthusiastic 
gathering of students. 

The address was as follows :—] 

Gentlemen ,—One of the most honourable prerogatives 
of a Viceroy is the dignity of the position he holds as 
Chancellor of the Calcutta University, but it is a dignity 
which carries with it no small sense of responsibility, for 
I always feel that the Universities of India represent the 
quintessence of India’s cultivated intellect, and that tlieir 
rarefied atmosphere conduces to the development of a 
critical faculty before which all but the most learned and 
accomplished scholars may well quail. 

You will understand then that I appreciate very 
highly the great honour you have done me in asking me 
to take part in this ceremony, and 1 can assure you that, 
whatever may be my shortcomings as a man of learning. 
I take the greatest possible interest in University pro¬ 
gress, and should like nothing better than to be able to 
think, when I leave these shores, that I had left Univer¬ 
sity education strongly established on sound and durable 
foundations; 

It was a source of great satisfaction to my Govern¬ 
ment to be able last year to make liberal grants with the 
object of enabling you to make a definite step forward, 







0 f\ND!A 



Q 


144 Speeches hy TL E . Lord liar din ge of Pens hurst. 


Laying Foundation Stone of Madras University Library . 

and I congratulate you upon the decision you have taken 
for the provision of a suitable library, together with 
rooms for the delivery of lectures by University Profes¬ 
sors ; and I have no doubt that, by adding to your own 
library the Government collection of Oriental manu¬ 
scripts, you will enormously increase the scope of your 
Professorships in Oriental and lira vidian languages. You 
have realised the imperative necessity of a well-selected 
library if your post-graduate teaching is to prove a suc¬ 
cess, and I gather that you are also alive to the import¬ 
ance of securing, for the arrangement and conduct of 
such teaching, men who can claim to be specialists in 
their own various subjects, 

I have listened with great interest to the account you 
have given of the progress you have made in various 
directions. 

The Act of 1904 widened the scope of activity of the 
Universities by imposing upon them teaching functions, 
in addition to the examining functions which they had 
possessed before, and the objects on which the University 
of Madras have proposed to spend the liberal grants made 
bv the Government of India appear to be well-devised 
for the purpose of carrying out this intention. The care 
you are bestowing upon the cultivation of the vernaculars 
is a noteworthy feature from which much may be hoped, 
and I trust that the new organisation for Oriental study 
will meet with success. The acceptance hy the'Univer¬ 
sity of the secondary school-leaving certificate is cal¬ 
culated to foster the be9t interests of higher school educa¬ 
tion by permitting elasticity in the courses and involving 
a less rigid system of examinations. 

Speaking generally, what you have told me of the 
work you have been doing fills me with hqpe for -the 
future and affords a guarantee to anj gentleman who is 
moved by your appeal—an appeal which X heartily 
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endorse and of a response to which I am very glad to see 
a commencement—and comes forward with benefactions 
to your University, such as those which have recently 
been so liberally bestowed in other Presidencies, that his 
generosity will not be abused or wasted, but will, on the 
contrary, be utilised in the wisest way for the develop¬ 
ment of higher education in Madras. 

In proceeding now to lay this foundation stone, let 
me thank you for the extremely kind welcome you have 
given to Lady Hardinge and myself, as well as for the 
honour you have done me in inviting me to undertake 
so pleasurable a task. 


<8L 


ADDRESS FROM MADRAS CORPORATION AND OPENING 
OF NEW MUNICIPAL OFFICES. 

[His Excellency the Viceroy opened the New Municipal offices 26th Nov. 
;it Madras on the morning of the 26th November. On arrival at 
the buildings His Excellency was met by Mr. Moore, I.C.S., tho 
President, and conducted to a dais close to tho gate. Mr. Moore 
then read the following address: — 

May it please Your Excellency,—We, the Municipal Com¬ 
missioners of tho Corporation, on behalf of the citizens of 
Madras, offer Your Excellency and Her Excellency Lady 
Hardinge a most sincere and cordial welcome to our city. 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity to express once more 
the horror and detestation with which the news of the dastardly 
attempt on Your Excellency’s life at Delhi was received in this 
city; and wo tender Your Excellency our most hearty congra¬ 
tulations on your restoration to health; Your Excellency’s pro¬ 
gress towards recovery was watched with tho deepest anxiety and 
solicitude, and it was with feelings of thankfulness and relief that 
we learnt at last that Your Excellency was able to resume tho 
discharge of the onerous duties of your high office. The courage 
and fortitude displayed by Her Excellency evoked our highest 
admiration, and we felt the greatest sympathy with Her Excellency 
in the anxious and trying time through which she has passed. 
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Wo boast a lineal descent from tho oldest municipal institu¬ 
tion founded in India on tlie model of similar institutions in the 
West. During the two and a quarter centuries which have 
elapsed since the first Charter was granted to the Mayor, Alder¬ 
man and Burgesses of the town of Fort St. George and city of 
Ma&rassapatara, the constitution of the hod} responsible feu 
local self-government in this city and its powers and duties have 
undergone many alterations from time to time. The recom¬ 
mendations of the ltoyal Commission on Decentralisation, so far 
ns they affected the administration of municipal affairs in this 
city, were carefully considered by the Corporation, and the 
results of our deliberations were submitted to the Government of 
Madras in tho year 1910. We understand that some of the con¬ 
templated changes cannot be effected without the concurrence of 
Your Excellency’s . Government and of Hi* Majesty’s Secretary 
of State. The proposals under consideration may, if adopted, 
materially affect the part played by the inhabitants of Madras 
in the municipal government of this town, the efficiency of its 
administration and the com,Fort and welfare of our fellow-citi¬ 
zens. We feel assured that Your Excellency will sympathise with 
our anxiety that the contemplated advance in methods of local 
self-government in our city should not bo delayed. 

The chief problems with which tho Corporation lias to deal 
at present are the improvement of tho water-supply and the 
provision of drainage. The insalubrity of Madras 1ms long been 
a subject of anxious consideration on tho part of the Government 
and tho Corporation. The death-rate is high; in spite of the 
improvement of the port and the growth of trade, the increase 
of population during the decade between the last two censuses 
was remarkably small. Wo are endeavouring to improve the 
health of the city bv opening out congested areas, by improving 
the sanitary conditions of the streets and lanes, and by other 
measures calculated to remove or reduce tin causes of sickness 
and disease; a special stuff has been employed this year tor 
dealing with the prevalence of malaria in certain parts of the 
city. But the improvement' of the water-supply and the provi¬ 
sion of complete and adequate drainage throughout the city are 
regarded as essential before any real and marked improvement in 
the salubrity of the town can be effected. A scheme for the 
former, at a cost of over sixty lakhs of rupees, is now under 
execution, and a scheme to complete the drainage of the city - 
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a portion of which has boon already carried out—is now under 
consideration; the total capital cost of the drainage is estimated 
at nearly a orore and a quarter. Wo gratefully acknowledge the 
financial assistance which the Corporation has received from tlio 
Government in the past, but a careful examination of the 
finances and resources of the Corporation has shown that it will 
not bo possible to complete those schemes, unless the Government 
give further large grants towards their cost. We are encouraged 
by the liberal grants made to the cities of Calcutta and Bombay 
to cherish the hope that a similar liberality will bo extended by 
Your Excellency’s Government to Madras. 

We desire to express our gratitude to Your Excellency for so 
kindly consenting to open these Iiipon buildings. It is a very 
great pleasure to us that Your Excellency’s name, as well as 
those of your illustrious predecessors, the Marquis of Ripon and 
the Earl of Minto, should bo associated with our now abode* 
From them we and our successors will draw inspiration arid 
oncouragemont in our efforts for the betterment of this city. 

In conclusion, we wish Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge 
a pleasant stay in our midst, and trust, that Your Excellencies 
will carry away with you kindly'and pleasing memories of Madras 
and its people. 

To which His Excellency replied as follows:—] 

Gentlemen ,—The cordiality of the welcome I have 
received in Madras has been almost overwhelming, and I 
can only say that 1 am most grateful for your warm 
greeting, and tender to you my sincere thanks for your 
kind words regarding 1 he deadly peril with which 1 was 
assailed last year, and through which a Merciful Provid¬ 
ence was pleased to bring me safely back to health and 
strength. 

You may well be proud of the ancient character of 
your constitution and the many improvements yoti have 
effected in your great city since the first Charter was 
granted to the Alderman and Burgesses of Fort St. George 
in 1687. Madras has long been known as the Garden 
City, and you are free from many of the evils of over¬ 
crowding so rampant in Bombay and Calcutta owing to 

l2 
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the extensive scale on which your city lias been planned 
and laid out. Whether you owe this advantage to the 
foresight of your predecessors, or to the natural conveni¬ 
ences of your situation, I trust you fully appreciate its 
value, and will use the utmost care to preserve the open 
spaces with which you arc so liberally provided. You 
have my full sympathy in your endeavours to make your 
city second to none of the Presidency Municipalities in 
India. The Government of India have accepted the 
views of the Government of Madras on the recommend¬ 
ations of the Royal Decentralisation Commission to which 
you refer, and these have been approved by the Secretary 
of State. Your Government will no doubt in due course 
take measures to give effect to the greater freedom and 
the larger powers of control which will thus he conferred 
on you, and which mark a substantial advance in the 
direction of the Commission’s proposals. 

I am sensible of the difficulties with which you have 
had to contend in the matter of your water-supply and 
drainage schemes. Since 1903 the drainage and water- 
supply works of your city have grown in magni¬ 
tude, and you have now before you for completion 
schemes costing about a crore and three-quarters. 
Towards this heavy expenditure my Government last 
year sanctioned an Imperial grant of 25 lakhs; further 
they have during the last three years placed at the dis¬ 
posal of the Government of Madras non-recurring grants 
aggregating 39] lakhs in addition to a recurring grant of 
(> lakhs annually for urban sanitation, and I learn that 
the Madras Government have placed at your disposal con¬ 
siderable sums from provincial revenues in aid of the 
water-supply and drainage schemes of the city. 

I understand that the provision of further funds will 
not become a pressing matter for two or three years, and 
1 doubt not that, when the occasion arises, you will 
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receive alike from your own Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of India most sympathetic consideration of your 
difficulties, always on the understanding that you are 
willing to do your own part, and make such sacrifices as 
are reasonable in order to secure the benefits which you 
desire for your city. 

Meantime I have very great pleasure in informing 
you that my Government have admitted the principle of 
relieving the Corporation of the annual contribution of 
Its. 60,000 which they now pay to Provincial revenues 
for services rendered through Government Agencies, and 
they will give effect to this decision as soon as a suitable 
opportunity offers. 

You have done me the honour of asking me to open 
your new Corporation offices. They will constitute a 
worthy addition to the number of handsome public build¬ 
ings that are scattered about your city, and I trust that 
within these walls your civic life may develop elong use- 
ltd lines, and that your deliberations and decisions may 
be guided to the furtherance of the amenities of your 
city and the comfort and happiness of your citizens. 
Gladly therefore do T accept the task that you have laid 
upon me, and will now proceed to open these buildings 
which you have so happily named after my great pre¬ 
decessor, Lord Itipon, whom 1 have always regarded with 
respect, and whom I had the good fortune to know well 
in the evening of his life. 


-ADDRESS FROM CUTTACK DISTRICT BOARD AND 
CUTTACK MUNICIPALITY. 

[His Excellency tho Viceroy arrived at Cuttack on the morn-2Sth Xov. 
ing of the 28th November and after the usual presentations 1013. 
Mr. Scroop©, Chairman of the District Board, read tho following 
address: — 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, tho members of the 
Cuttack District Board and tho Cuttack Municipality, are deeply 
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grateful for the opportunity given us of cordially welcoming 
Your Excellency as the first Viceroy who has visited this ancient 
and historic capital of Orissa, which will long be remembered' 
with gratitude ns it shows the great interest Your Excellency 
takes in the people of Orissa. _ 

We respectfully -beg leave to express our deep and sincere 
loyalty to the Throne and person of His Most Gracious Majesty 
the King-Emperor. - • '*! 

The people of all India were stirred with indignation and 
horror at the cowardly outrage of the 23rd December—all the 
more that it was perpetrated on the best friend of India—and 
road the daily telegrams with intense anxiety and received the 
announcement of Your Excellency’s recovery with great pleasure 
and real satisfaction, thus showing the profound loyalty of tho 
people to tho Crown and genuine esteem and affection for Your 
Excellency. 

The courage and fortitude displayed by Her Excellency Lady 
Hardinge at a most trying moment evoked expressions of the 
highest praise and won for her the sincere sympathy, respect and 
affection of all classes. 

We heartily offer to Her Excellency Lady Hardinge a warm 
welcome to Cuttack, and tender Her Excellency our best thanks 
for her great interest in the children of India and her kindly 
solicitude and sympathy for the women of India to obtain for 
them tho best medical aid. 

That there has been no reversal of Government policy is 
entirely due to Your Excellency's liighmintlednesa — we have un¬ 
mistakable proofs of Your Excellency ’a determination to fulfil 
the wants and legitimate aspirations of tho people of Orissa and 
of Your Excellency’s concern for. their jvelfare. 

Wo cannot adequately express our gratitude to His Most 
Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor for tho royal boons, and to 
Your Excellency for tho enlarged Councils, tlio elective franchise, 
the large Imperial grant for education, and other beneficent 
reforms. 

On our part wo fully recognise tho groat importance of sani¬ 
tation and tho supply of pure water, both in the rural areas and 
in the city. The District Board is responsible for the local 
affairs of a largo area and devotes the whole of its income to 
education, improved sanitation, maintenance of communications, 
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excavation of wells for domestic use, and other works of public 
utility in the rural areas. 

The grant of the entire public works cess has increased the 
financial resources of tile Board, for which we are very grateful 
to Your Excellency. The Municipal Corporation is unremitting 
in its attention in regard to cleanliness of the city and digging 
of wells. The question of the general improvement of this im¬ 
portant city in respect of sanitation, water supply, street light¬ 
ing and' roads is engaging our attention, but unfortunately the 
financial position of the Municipality is not such as to enable 
us to undertake any largo project. Wo have asked tlio assistance 
of the Sanitary Engineer to draw up a scheme for water supply 
and hope with the help of Government to carry it out in due 
course. We are alivo to a high sense of public duty and are 
putting forth our best efForts. It is our earnest desire that the 
District Board’s work in the rural areas and the Municipal 
Administration in the city should he highly efficient and sanita¬ 
tion above reproach. 

We would be wanting in our duty if we omitted to acknow¬ 
ledge our gratitude for the benefits we receive under British 
rulo. There has been progress, contentment and increasing 
prosperity in all directions owing to the just and liberal treat¬ 
ment and the security afforded to all classes under British rule. 

Wo again heartily thank Your Excellencies for your visit, and 
givo the assurance that tin people of Cuttack, who are loyal 
to the core, will always co-operate with tile Government for the. 
benefit and welfare of Orissa and "the continued peace and good 
government of the country. 

His Excellency replied as follows : —j 

Gentlemen , — On behalf of Lady Ilardinge and myself, 
please let me thank you very warmly for the exceedingly 
kind welcome you have given us. 

The very name of Cuttack implies that it is a capital, 
and it is a very appropriate, name, for your city has'been 
tlie capital of Orissa ever since its foundation in the lOtli 
century. 

How it has escaped a visit from any of my predecessors 
is not within my province to explain, but it adds to the 
pleasure of my sojourn here to think that I am the first 
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Viceroy who has had the privilege of meeting you in your 
own home and making personal acquaintance with vour 
famous city. 

I was extremely glad to listen to those remarks in 
your address which indicate the commendable interest 
you take in regard to sanitation and other important 
matters connected with the material interests of the areas 
under your control. I believe I am right in saying that 
the concession recently made regarding the public works 
cess has increased the resources of the Local Boards of 
Bihar and Orissa by the sum of 23 lakhs per annum, and 
this should add greatly to their powers for good and 
incidentally stimulate the interest of those gentlemen who 
give their time and attention to the management of the 
local affairs of the district. Nor do I think that my 
Government can be accused of confining their attention 
to rural areas, for within the past three years we have 
allotted 3 lakhs per annum for expenditure as urban 
sanitation in these provinces, besides non-recurring grants 
amounting to nearly 16 lakhs, and I am confident that 
your Local Government will not be slow to come to your 
aid in carrying out any well-considered scheme of water- 
supply and drainage, in which you yourselves show your 
interest by contributing as fully as your local resources 
permit. 

Orissa was in ancient times a tract in which scholar¬ 
ship was held in high honour; and so long ago as the 7th 
century the famous Chinese traveller, Hiuen Tsiang, 
reported of your ancestors that they loved learning and 
applied themselves to it without intermission. But that 
was not the state of things when the English first became 
responsible for the administration in 1803; and be the 
cause what it may—partly no doubt the terrible oppres¬ 
sion under which the province laboured in a previous 
period and partly a succession of natural calamities— 
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the state of education was so .backward at that time that 
there was scarcely a single Uriya in Government employ 
for the simple reason that it was impossible to find one of 
sufficient ability and education for a position of respon¬ 
sibility and trust. 

For many years the efforts made to remedy this state 
of things met with .nothing but. opposition, and it was 
not till 184.1 that a real beginning was made by the. 
foundation of a higher class English school at Cuttack, 
which still survives as the principal seat of education in 
Orissa. Shortly afterwards, during the administration 
of my grandfather, two vernacular schools were started, 
and from that time on there was a steady improvement 
until a comparatively recent date when the standard of 
literacy as shown by the census return was higher in 
Orissa than in the other great natural divisions of Bengal. 

During the last few years, however, I am sorry to say 
lhe standard has not been maintained, and I hope that 
you will make an earnest effort to regain your supremacy 
in this matter of primary education, and 1 may remind 
you that the Government of India have not been behind 
hand in doing their part, but have shown their substan¬ 
tial interest in the education of these provinces by recur¬ 
ring grants of 10 lakhs and a non-recurring grant of 26J 
lakhs—all given within the past three years. 

I cannot forget that you have in this district recently 
undergone a serious visitation from the floods which 
occurred last July and August, and I am afraid that 
Orissa is a country somewhat subject to the natural cala¬ 
mities of famine and flood. 

You have records of terrible famines from the 14th to 
the 19th century, but since I860 you have been spared 
any serious famine, and 1 trust that the irrigation works 
that have been constructed may continue to protect you 
in the future. But your recent experiences in the way 
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of floods must have taken the memories of many here 
hack to the flood of 1890 and the calamitous storm waves 
of 1885 and 1890. 

I am happy to think that on this occasion there was 
no loss of life in your district, and I trust that the prompt 
advances made bv Government and the organisation of 
relief fm.ds, to which the Baja of Knnika so generously 
Contributed, together with the rapid repair of the irriga¬ 
tion channels, may have done all that is humanly possible 
to minimise your losses: while some consolation is to be 
found in the anticipation of bumper rabi crops as the 
result of seasonable rainfall and the unusual amount of 
silt deposits. 

It only remains for me to tell you how deeply touched 
I have been by the wonderfully kind words you have 
used about Lady Hardinge and myself. They will do 
much to encourage us in carrying on tire great task to 
which we have set our hands, and we repeat to you our 
warmest thanks for your cheering welcome; while you 
limy rest assured that I will take an early opportunity of 
conveying your message of loyalty to His Most Gracious 
Majesty our King-Emperor. 


ADDRESS FROM ORISSA ASSOCIATIONS. 

[The above Associations presented an address to His 
Excellency the Vicoroy at Cuttack, which was as follows: — 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the numbers of the 
Orissa Landholders’ Association, the Orissa Association and tho 
Central National Mahomedan Association, beg to offer to Your 
Excellency on behalf of the people of Orissa our heartfelt, respect¬ 
ful and loyal welcome to this ancient and historic town, the 
metropolis of Orissa and long the seat of Hindu, Mughal and 
Maratha Govern ments. 

Ever since the Almighty Providence placed Orissa under tho 
benign British rule more than a century ago, the people of 
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Orissa were not allowed the pleasure and the honour of woldotn- 
ing the august representative of the Crown to this town, and 
this memo ruble and unique occasion of Your Excellency’s visit 
will ever be cherished by the people of Orissa with feelings of 
pleasure and grateful devotion. 

W o take this opportunity of giving expression to our feelings 
ot deep and heartfelt loyalty to the Throne and person of His 
Most Gracious Majesty the King, Emperor of India, and 
gratitude for the ltoyal boons. 

Wo, the people of Orissa, while deeply deploring the dastardly 
outrage on Your Excellency’s person and offering devout prayers 
to the Almighty for Your Excellency’s and Lady Haidingo’s, 
providential deliverance, have reason to be proud that being 
“invested with the peculiar sanctity of religious traditions” 
Orissa has been able to keep blit the “ fungus growth of terror¬ 
ism and anarchy and to maintain untarnished her reputation 
lor loyalty and devotion to the British Throne. 

We, the people of Orissa, are deeply grateful to Your Ex¬ 
cellency for preserving, in spite of the grievous outrage, an 
admirable equanimity of temper and for promising to “ pursue 
without faltering ” the noblo policy of sympathy with the aspira¬ 
tions of tho different classes, races and creeds that inhabit*this 
mighty Empire of India' whose future and whose people • are 
matters for Your Excellency's anxious solicitude. 

We, the people ol Orissa, while thankful to Your Excolleney 
lor giving prominence, in creating tho now Province, to Orissa, 
in the welfare of which we have reason to believe Your Excellency 
takes special interest, earnestly hope that the special needs and 
requirements of this Province may be ascertained and adequate 
measures may be taken for their fulfilment. 

We cannot, however, overlook the fact that tho people of this 
Province will necessarily he put to some inconvenience and 
trouble by the location of the University and the High Court at 
Patna. Wo may, therefore, be permitted to hope that Your 
Excellency will direct that proper steps may be taken for 
minimising them. 

The people of Orissa rejoiced when tho provisions relating to 
the maintenance of land records were deleted from tho new 
Tenancy Act for Orissa, but we are informed that tho matter is 
awaiting the final decision of Your Excellency’s Government. 
As these provisions were highly unpopular and meant immense 
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trouble and harassment to all classes of the people, wo are in 
anxious expectation that the operations now going on will be 
stopped under Your Excellency’s order anti any legislation on 
the subject will be considered unnecessary for Orissa. 

We cannot adequately express our gratitude to Tour Ex¬ 
cellency for the enlarged Councils, the large Imperial grants for 
education and other liberal measures for the betterment of the 
Indian people. 

We are thankful to Your Excellency for making time to pay 
a visit to the “ Holy Land of India,” and wo hope that this 
auspicious visit will be associated with a new era of prosperity, 
growth and development in all the branches of the administration 
and will tend to raise the people of Orissa to a higher position 
among the other races in India under Your Excellency’s fostering 
care and watchful guidance. 

In conclusion we, the people of Orissa, offer our cordial and 
respectful greetings to Your Excellency and fervent prayer to 
the Almighty to bless Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge with 
a long and happy life. 

His Excellency replied as follows:—] 

Gentleman , You have reminded me that Orissa is 
known as the holy land of India, and I confess it took me 
by surprise when I was planning the lines of this tour to 
find that 1 should be the first Viceroy to visit the capital 
of a region that teems with such fascinating traditions. 
It. has given me very great pleasure to think that, on such 
an occasion, the five important associations which you 
represent should have come forward to welcome me, and 
I tender to you my warmest thanks for the kind terms in 
which you, speaking on behalf of the people of Orissa, 
have couched your greeting. I have been touched by 
your references to the preservation vouchsafed to Lady 
Hardinge and myself a year ago through the intervention 
of a Merciful Providence; and while I congratulate 
Orissa on having so far preserved her escutcheon untarn¬ 
ished by any outrage of a similar nature, I pray that she 
may for ever be spared the shame and horror of such an 
incident. 
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You notv form an integral and important part of the 
new province of Bihar and Orissa, and I trust that y. u 
will take an ever-increasing pride in that fact, for T am 
assured that the new province is proud of you, and that 
your Local Government, under the benevolent auspices 
of Sir Charles Bay ley, will make it their particular busi¬ 
ness to watch over your interests, and identify themselves 
with those characteristics which are distinctive of your 
country. 

It is seldom that any scheme of human design attains 
the ideal of perfection, and I readily recognise that, in 
your association with Bihar, some drawbacks and some 
inconveniences may be unavoidable; but while you will 
recognise that Patna is the obvious site for the first 
University to be created in this province, you may rest 
assured that your Government will take every care that 
the educational interests of Orissa do not suffer—indeed, 
I learn that they have given substantial testimony of 
their good intentions by according sanction to,the re¬ 
building of the Ravenshaw College on a new site and on 
a much larger scale. With equal confidence I can pro¬ 
mise you that the most careful consideration will be 
given to devising the best means of minimising the 
inconveniences which you foresee from the creation of a 
High Court at Patna. 

The question of the maintenance of land records is a 
' general problem, and not one that concerns Orissa only, 
and therefore some further time may elapse before a final 
decision is come to in the matter. Meanwhile the con¬ 
tinuance of experimental work in Orissa should not be 
regarded as an attempt to prejudge the final decision, 
and the associations concerned may rest assured that no 
action will be taken without the most careful consider¬ 
ation of the manner in which it will affect the landlords 
and tenants, in whose interests the record-of-rights has 
been prepared. 
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It only remains for me to tell you how deeply I appre¬ 
ciate the worths in which you have given expression to 
your approval of the measures my Government have been 
able to take for the educational advancement of India,, 
and for the promotion of the good of her people in other 
directions. 

T thank you very heartily for your good wishes and 
cordial welcome to Lady liar din go and myself, and I 
shall take an early opportunity of laying before His Most. 
Gracious Majesty, our Ivittg-lhnperor, your message of 
gratitude and loyal devotion. 


ADDRESSES FROM BIHAR LANDHOLDERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
PATNA DISTRICT BOARD AND PATNA MUNICIPALITY. 

29th Nov. [His Excellency the Viceroy arrived at Bankipur in the ivfter- 
1813. noon 0 f the 29th November. The train was drawn up outside 
the station opposite a largo shamiana in which the Durbar was 
held. There were prosent to meet Their Excellencies on. the 
platform Sir Charles Bayley and Lady Bayley, who, after shaking 
hands with the Viceroy and Lady Havdinge, presented to Their 
Excellencies Sir Robert Soallon, Commanding the 8th Division, 
and General May, Commanding the Presidency Brigade. Their 
staffs and the various civil officers who were present on the plat¬ 
form were then presented, including Mr. Gait, Mr. AV. Maude, 
Mr. Walsh, Mr. LeMosurier, Mr. White, Mr. Gardiner, Mr. 
Fischer, Mr. Oldham, Commissioner of the Patna Division, 
Mr. Nathan, Mr. McPherson, Mr. Ali Imam and others. His 
Excellency shook hands with every one and then proceeded to 
inspect the gunrd-of-honour of the 93rd Infantry and afterwards 
of the St. MichtyeVs School Cadet Corps, which were drawn up 
on the platform. A procession was then formed and His Ex¬ 
cellency walked to the large pandal and on to the dais at the 
far end. The shamiana , which was filled with English and 
Indian gentlemen, was beautifully decorated with blue and red 
festoons. The Durbar was opened with an address of welcome 
from the Bihar Landholders* Association road by the Maharaja 
of Gidhaur, 
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The members of the , deputation, after the roading of the 
address, handed to His Excellency a silver casket and were in 
turn presented to the Viceroy. An address from the members 
of the District Board was then read by the Hon’ble Rai Bahadur 
Krishna Bahai. Wien the members of the District Board had 
presented their address a concluding address was read by Balm 
Naresvrar Sahai on behalf of the Commissioners of the Patna 
Municipality. 

The addresses were as follows : — 


BIHAR LANDHOLDERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, the members of the 
Bihar Landholders’ Association, beg leave to approach your 
Lordship and Her Excellency Lady Hardingo, on the auspicious 
occasion of your first visit to tho ancient and modern Capital of 
Bihar, with this our humble but most cordial address of Welcome, 
and we earnestly hope that Your Excellencies’ stay hero nay be 
comfortable and pleasant and that you may carry away agreeable 
recollections of Patna, which has bpon a famous and an import¬ 
ant city from the earliest dawn of Indian history arid where, side 
by side with the modern city, the recent excavations have 
partially brought to light tho monuments and ruins of ancient 
Pataliputrp, which will appeal to Your Excellency’s antiquarian 
taste and interest. 

The Bihar Landholders’ Association is the oldest non-official 
public body in the Province, and it lias .striven, ever since its 
foundation in 1878, to promote co-operation between the Gov¬ 
ernment and the landed aristocracy in particular and all other 
classes in general. Your Excellency’s predecessor. Lord Minto, 
was pleased on more than one occasion to testify his appreciation 
of the work of the Association as one “ of long-standing, much 
distinction and great weight and which is entitled to speak for 
tlm aristocracy, tho middle classes and tho masses of the people 
of Bihar,” as also one which “ aims at not only forwarding the 
interests of landholders in Bihar but at developing all measures 
for the general improvement of the province.” True to these 
high ideals, the Association lias always regarded tho interests of 
the landlord and tenant as identical and the prosperity of the 
ono as co-extensive with that of the otljer. For the same reason 
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the Association has always gladly co-operated with tho leaders 
of the educated classes in the province in promoting such 
measures as seemed to it calculated to advance public interests. 

It is to us a matter of extreme sorrow that the anarchical, 
tendencies, which, unfortunately, made their first appearance 
in 1908, and have since manifested themselves at some places in 
certain parts of the country, cannot be said to have completely 
disappeared, it is to us a matter of even greater sorrow that 
one of these cowardly and nefarious outrages should have been 
aimed at tho person of Your Excellency. In proportion to tho 
pain caused to us has been our sense of gratification and grati¬ 
tude to Providence at your complete recovery from the serious 
elfects sustained by you, and we mean no reflection on any sister 
province in saying that perhaps nowhere the rejoicings on the 
occasion of Your Excellence's last Birthday anniversary were 
mor enthusiastic than in Bihar. It is to us a matter of deepest 
.satisfaction, and in fact we may venture to say that we are 
proud of it, that our own province Bihar, true to its traditions 
of loyalty to the King-Emperor, has boon so far entirely free 
from any manifestation amongst our people of anarchical spirit. 

On the contrary, during all these years Bihar lias given many 
proofs of her deep-seated loyalty to the Crown and all classes of 
our people have remained united in willing and loving allegiance 
to their King-Emperor. 

The loyalty of Bihar is now well-nigh proverbial and wo arc 
grateful for the appreciation of it by Your Excellency's Govern¬ 
ment in tho memorable Despatch of August 1911, in the course 
of which the Biharis are described as a “ sturdy loyal people.” 

This recognition of our genuine devotion to the Person and 
Throne of our Sovereign-Lord, the King-Emperor, followed by 
His Imperial Majesty’s over-memorable visit to this country, 
which brought in its train tho royal announcements constituting 
Bihar and Orissa a separate provincial administration under a 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, has even still more deepened 
the attachment of our people to the British Crown. In this 
connection we desire to assure Your Excellency that we cannot 
adequately express our sense of appreciation of tho far-seeing 
Statesmanship which inspired Your Lordship’s Government in 
tendering the suggestions to His Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India which, as accepted and announced by His Imperial 
Majesty, hav*e brought peace and contenment both to Bengal 
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uul Bihar and Orissa and also to the rest of the country by 
Delhi, the ancient and historic Capital of India, having once 
again been raised to the dignity and status of the metropolis 
of the groat Indian Empire. 

Having conferred upon our people the inestimable boon of a 
Lieutenant-Governorship with an Executive Council and a Legis¬ 
lative Council with non-official elected majority, your Lordship 
is now come to Patna to lay the foundation of our High Court 
which, and the Patna University when organised, will make this 
Province fully self-contained and equipped with all the apparatus 
of an advanced provincial administration in line with the pro¬ 
gressive provinces of India. We hope it will be possible for 
Your Excellency to also open the High Court before you lay 
down the reins of office. 

In conclusion, we desire once again to assure Your Excellency 
that Bihar will always hold in the highest regard and esteem 
the wise statesmanship with which Your Lordship has guided 
the affairs of the State during a critical period of Indian history, 
and will remember with gratitude Your Excellency’s glorious 
work in the cause of the progress and well-being of the three 
hundred millions of llis Majesty’s Indian subjects. We further 
desire to be permitted to express our very high regard for Pier 
Excellency Lady Hardinge, whose keen and deep concern for 
the intellectual and social advancement of our women have 
evoked feelings of deepest thankfulness amongst Indian ladies, 
by whom her name will be held in deepest respect, highest 
honour and greatest affection. 


PATNA DISTRICT BOARD. 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the members of the 
District Board of Patna, most respectfully and cordially beg to 
welcome Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge to the sacred soil 
of the ancient. Pataliputra on the august occasion of laying tho 
foundation stone of the new Capital, tho site of which lies wholly 
within tho District Board area. 

The old capital of Asoka will, under Your Excellency’s aus¬ 
pices, be revivified and rejuvenated into the new Patna of Your 
Excellency, which had the fortune of receiving tho blessings of 
Tlnir Imperial Majesties in the course of their journey to 
Calcutta. 

M 
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It is not possible for us to convey in suitable language our 
sense oi : gratitude to Your Excellency for the distinct recognition 
which Bihar and Orissa have received at your hands. 

Tho constitution of the now Province and Your Excellency’s 
solicitude to make it autonomous and self-contained have gained 
for Your Excellency the love and reverence of tho people. 

The transfer of the Public Works Cess to District Board is 
one ol the many golden deeds of Your Excellency’s regime. 

An outrage of a dastardly character on the memorable occa¬ 
sion of the State Entry into Delhi cast a gloom over tho entire 
Province, and it was on account of Your Excellency’s provi¬ 
dential escape and ultimate recovery that the children’s day was 
celebrated in every town and village in this Province. 

It is now a cauao of the greatest gratification to the people 
that Your Excellency is in full enjoyment of health, and in a 
portion to witness with your own o.ves the foundation of tho 
now Capital which is to rise and grow under tho fostering care 
off Your Excellency. 

The District Board of Patna is one of the largest in the new 
Province with an area of 2,045 square miles under its control and 
an income of Rs. 3,34,185 at its disposal. 

We may be permitted to $ay that wo have performed tho 
duties imposed on us to the satisfaction of your benign Gov¬ 
ernment, and improved the means of communication by the 
construction and extension of Eight Railways. 

The sanitation and education of the District have always 
received our best attention. 

By the augmentation of our resources on the transfer to us 
of the Public Works Ochs, wo shall be ablo to create additional 
dispensaries, ameliorate existing institutions and make further 
sustained nlforts to improve village sanitation and rural water- 
supply. 

In conclusion, we again beg to accord Your Excellency and 
Lady Hardinge on the momentous occasion of your first visit to 
this district, a most hearty welcome, and pray to God for Your 
Excellency and Lady Hardinge’s long life, health and happiness. 

PATNA MUNICIPALITY. 

May it please Your Excellency,—Wo, the Commissioners of 
tho Patna Municipality, beg loavo to accord to Your Excellency 
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and Lady Hardinge a most loyal and cordial welcome on this, 
the occasion of Your Excellency’s first visit to the ancient city 
of PataKputra. 

We gratefully appreciate the wise statesmanship which 
prompted Your Excellency’s Government to recommend to His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India the constitution of Bihar 
and Orissa into a separate Province under the administration of 
a Lieutenant Governor in Council with Patna as its capital. 

Your Excellency has earned our heartfelt thanks for thus 
reviving the traditional, memories of this historic city, once the 
capital of the spacious Empire of Chandra Gupta and Asoka; 
the seat of the famous Municipal Government organized by the 
wise Chanakya; the scene of the beneficent activities of the 
Great Sage, Lord Buddha; the centre from which Slier Shall 
extended his rule over all northern India; the site, also, of a 
great mart of commerce founded by the Hon’bio East India 
Company. 

The duty devolving upon us as Municipal Commissioners of 
striving to make our city worthy of its new dignity, is by no 
means an easy one. The installation of li satisfactory system 
of lighting, the establishment of a supply of pure water and the 
improvement of drainage and sanitation are amongst the most 
pressing needs of the city. The task before us would have been 
absolutely beyond our slender resources had not the Local Gov¬ 
ernment already afforded us very generous assistance, assistance 
which we hope will he continued in the future. 

We devoutly recognise the Divine Providence which preserved 
the lives of Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge in a tirno of 
deadly peril, and rejoice that the same Divine hand has not only 
restored Your Excellency to health, but has enabled us to have 
the privilege of welcoming you in our city to-day. 

We trust that this visit, so great a source of pleasure to the 
citizens of Patna, may he in tho future a happy memory to 
Your Excellencies. 

His Excellency replied to the addresses as follows:—] 

Gentlemen ,—There is so much in common in the three 
addresses which you have, just presented to me that I feel 
sure you will not think me wanting in courtesy if I do 
not answer them separately, and will accept the remarks 
which I have to make as my reply to them all. 

m3 
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In the first place, I wish to thank you with the utmost 
sincerity for the cordial nature of the welcome you have 
given me. I am now drawing near the end of a pro¬ 
longed and extensive tour, in the course of which I have 
visited some of the most interesting places in India; but 
if I may say so without being invidious, I feel that here 
in Patna my travels reach their climax; when I planned 
my tour I felt that, wherever I went and whatever I did, 
this city was one of those fixed points which must not be 
omitted, and it is therefore a matter of special gratifica¬ 
tion to me that you should have expressed yourselves in 
the same terms of genuine pleasure at receiving me, as I 
feel in reaching this mv goal. 

H may'be asked why Patna should have such attrac¬ 
tions, and to begin with I will read you the opening sen¬ 
tence of the second chapter of your District Gazetteer. 
It runs—“ No district in Bengal has such an ancient and 
eventful history as Patna / 9 and indeed I should not be 
far wrong if I said that in the whole of India the districts 
which can vie witli it in historical interest could be 
counted on the fingers of one hand. 

You have not then erred in surmising that the history 
and monuments of ancient Patna appeal intimately to 
my sympathies and interest. At a time when little 
official thought was being bestowed on the relics of the 
past, the first Lord Hardinge went to great pains to foster 
the study of Indian antiquities and succeeded in persuad¬ 
ing the Court of Directors to have trustworthy records 
made of many famous monuments which were then fast 
crumbling to decay. The example which my grand¬ 
father set me 1 have been ambitious to imitate, and in 
following in his footsteps my aim has been, not only to 
continue the great work of rescuing and preserving the 
monumental glories of the country, but to take up also 
the task—a task which none has previously attempted— 
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of systematically and thoroughly exploring some of the 
renowned cities of the past. With this intention we have 
lately set about the exploration of two great centres of 
ancient civilisation of Taxi]a in the Punjab, and of 
Pataliputra in Bihar, and from each we hope to reap a 
rich harvest of knowledge regarding the arts and the 
culture of antiquity. The foundation of your city car¬ 
ries us back to the lifetime of the Buddha; it was from 
your city that Chandragupta extended his dominion over 
India and established himself as its first paramount 
Sovereign; it was here that Megasthenes, the Ambassa¬ 
dor of Seleukus Nikator, resided, and here that he wrote 
his invaluable memoirs on Indian life and customs; and 
it was from this capital that Asoka spread far and wide 
the religion of the Buddha, which afterwards penetrated 
to the remotest corners of Asia; while here in later days 
was born Govind Singh, the great Sikh Guru. You have 
every reason, therefore, to he proud of your heritage, and 
every reason to hope that here, if anywhere, will he lifted 
the veil of mystery and doubt which still envelops the 
early chapters of Indian history. The excavations for 
which Mr. It a tan Tata lias so generously provided the 
means, and which the Archaeological Department is 
Carrying out on his behalf, have not yet had time to 
advance far, but they have yielded enough to show that 
the Royal Palace of the Mauryas was no phantasy of the 
Chinese pilgrim who described it in such glowing terms, 
and that much of it, and of many another civic building 
of those times, may yet be resurrected from their graves. 

Close upon 11 years ago Lord Curzon came to visit 
you and spoke of you as a great city, the capital of an 
area which almost attains the dignity of a province, and 
I can use a similiar phrase, but in doing so I must leave 
out that important word “ almost/’ for Patna is now the 
capital of a great and prosperous province, and that is 
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another reason why I have looked forward to coming 
among you with so keen an interest; that I may take 
part in the foundation of some of those great institutions 
which give to your province the hall-mark of a separate 
entity and form part of the inauguration of that new 
career which His Most Gracious Majesty was pleased to 
open out to you by his announcement at the Delhi 
Durbar. Changes of such magnitude as his words 
effected cannot be made without hurting some interest 
somewhere, and it is my hope that those who felt; the 
most distress at the time may gradually come to realise 
that they fulfilled an old canon of politics, and were cal¬ 
culated to produce the greatest good of the greatest num¬ 
ber. But in Patna 1 need not dwell on that side of the 
picture, for His Majesty’s decree was here received with 
unalloyed delight, as giving realisation to the highest 
hopes and aspirations of the people of Bihar. 

Gentlemen of the Bihar Lund holders’ Association ,— 
I welcome with very great pleasure this opportunity of 
meeting the heads of the landed aristocracy of the coun¬ 
try. Tour association holds a recognised position as 
their mouthpiece, and constitutes a most useful organisa¬ 
tion for keeping Government in touch with the great 
agricultural interests of the territories entrusted to their 
administration. I felt special satisfaction in listening 
to the views which you have expressed regarding your 
duty in promoting the interests of tenants as well as of 
landlords and in furthering the common weal of the pro¬ 
vince as a whole, and in this matter I cannot but think 
that the efflux of time lias enabled you to modify in some 
degree your attitude towards the policy of Government 
in agrarian matters, and to recognise that it is designed 
for the benefit of the landlords no less than of the tenants. 
So long as your association and its members maintain the 
high ideals in regard to the treatment of the tenantry 
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indicated in your address, they cannot fail to receive from 
Government the consideration du to the representatives 
of such an important and influential class as the land¬ 
lords of Bihar, 

To all of you, Gentlemen, let me extend my congra¬ 
tulations that this province, which has always maintained 
its well-deserved reputation for sturdy loyalty to the 
Crown, has been free from those manifestations of an 
anarchical spirit, which unfortunately have from time to 
time shown themselves in other parts of India. This is 
neither the place nor the time for comment upon that 
subject, and I only refer to it in order that I may have 
the opportunity of thanking you for the kindly and sym¬ 
pathetic language in which you have referred to our 
merciful protection when my life was attempted last 
year; and it is my earnest prayer that Providence, which 
has permitted my complete restoration to health and 
strength, may so guide ray steps that the remaining 
tenure of ray great office may prove of some use to the 
peoples and provinces entrusted to my care. 

The celebration of a Children's Day throughout India 
on the occasion of my birthday was the result of a sug¬ 
gestion which Lady Hardinge and I both thought to h ■ 
admirable, and we have both tried to express our heart¬ 
felt thanks to the innumerable people who devoted so 
much time and trouble and money to making that cele¬ 
bration a success and a really happy day for children. 
You tell me that nowhere were those rejoicings more 
enthusiastic than here in Bihar, and I believe it, and for 
that spontaneous exhibition of your feelings once more 
lot me express to you our great and lasting gratitude. 

It has been a very great pleasure to us to meet you 
here, and we look forward with happy anticipation no 
less to the duties which are set before us during the next 
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three days than to the pleasure of making personal 
acquaintance with your city, your institutions and your 
people; and when we leave we shall carry away a very 
grateful memory of the happy time we have spent among 
you and of the most kind and hearty welcome you have 
given us. 

Gentlemen of the District Local. Board ,—I am glad 
to know that you have never been wanting in a due sense 
of your responsibilities, and I learn with pleasure your 
appreciation of the action of my Government in trans¬ 
ferring to District Boards in this and other provinces the 
full proceeds of the local cess. By this grant the District 
Boards of the province will benefit to the extent of 2d 
lakhs per annum, while the grants from the Imperial 
Government to this and other provinces aggregate 
£530,000 sterling (or eighty lakhs of rupees) per annum. 
The position of District Boards throughout Bengal, Bihar 
and Northern India will thus be enormously improved, 
and with greater financial independence, a great impetus 
should he given to local self-government. These bodies 
will now be in a position to spend money more freely, in 
particular on dispensaries and hospitals, on measures to 
combat malaria and improve water-supply, on communi¬ 
cations and other measures calculated to promote the 
health and comfort of the rural population, and I trust 
you will not omit the adoption, in co-operation with the 
Veterinary Department, of measures to prevent the 
serious mortality which often occurs among cattle and 
horses, on which so much of the prosperity of the agri¬ 
cultural classes depends. 

I may mention one other matter which will be of 
interest to you personally and prove, I trust, the con¬ 
stant solicitude of my Government for any measures cal¬ 
culated to improve the sanitary condition of the masses. 
We have decided to hold a comprehensive enquiry into 
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the possibility of improving sanitary conditions at centres 
where pilgrims congregate for worship. It is hoped that 
this enquiry will assist in co-ordinating the sanitary 
arrangements at the different centres, in providing for 
the greater comfort of the crowds of pilgrims, and in 
reducing mortality from diseases, such as cholera, of 
which these places of pilgrimage are often the starting 
points and foci. This enquiry, presided over by the Sani¬ 
tary Commissioner with the Government of India, has 
recently been in progress in your province. Gaya and 
Puri in particular have been visited, and I trust that the 
measures proposed by the Committee will ensure a sub¬ 
stantial improvement in the sanitary arrangements at 
these pilgrim centres, which are of such great importance 
to the whole of India and to this province in particular. 

I cannot allow this occasion to pass without a refer¬ 
ence to the heavy losses your district has sustained 
through the disastrous floods of last July. The damage 
to house property was very widespread and serious. Over 
TOO cattle were drowned and worse than all some 50 souls 
lost their lives. I offer to your people and more espe¬ 
cially to those who have been thus so unhappily bereaved 
my deep, and sincere sympathy in their distress. Con¬ 
siderable sums have been advanced as tagai and I can 
only hope that a bumper rabi crop will bring back a smile 
to the face of a district whose eyes were so recently tilled 
with tears. 

Gentlemen of the Patna M unci polity ,—You have 
referred to the difficulties of your task, and I am well 
aware that the sanitation and conservancy of your city 
present problems with which nothing but unremitting 
attention and hard work will enable you to cope. I may 
remind you that grants of 10 lakhs non-recurring and of 
o lakhs recurring have recently been given by the 
Imperial Government to the Government of Bihar and 
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Orissa for urban sanitary works. A grant <i Its. 38,000 
per annum has also been given to the province in order 
to assist Municipal bodies in the reorganisation of their 
sanitary services. This includes, I understand, a sub¬ 
vention towards the appointment of a qualified Health 
Officer iii the Patna Municipality. L have learnt with 
pleasure from a recent Resolution of your Government 
that these grants have removed to a large extent anxiety 
on the score of difficulty in financing water-supply and 
drainage schemes, and have rendered possible a real 
advance in the improvement of urban sanitation. I have 
no doubt that you will continue to receive generous assist¬ 
ance from your Local Government towards the large 
schemes ot improvement which must be undertaken in 
order to render your city worthy of its new position and 
dignity. I trust that you on your part will co-operate 
zealously in this important work, so that Patna may 
become a city not unworthy of its past traditions and of 
its dignity as the capital of an important province, called 
into being, like Pataliputra of old, by the command of a 
Sovereign whose one desire is the welfare of his Indian 
subjects. 


LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF NEW LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL CHAMBER AT PATNA. 

1st Dec. [His Excellency the Viceroy laid the foundation stone of 
1013. th(' now Council Chamber for the Province of Bihar and Orissa 
at Patna on the morning of the 1st December. In driving to 
the site the Viceroy’s carriage was preceded by half a squadron 
of the 12th Cavalry, the 6Gth Battery, R.A., and another half 
squadron of cavalry, the rear of the procession being brought up 
by a squadron of the same regiment. Detachments from the 
03rd Highlanders, 48th Pioneers and 03rd Infantry lined the 
route. On arrival at the site His Excellency received the Royal 
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salute from a guard-of-honour of the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders and proceeded to a pundal. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor then addressed tho 
Viceroy as follows: — 

Yvur ®xcdleney,-~Qi\ behalf of the people and Local Govern¬ 
ment of this Province I have the honour to request Your Ex¬ 
cellency to lav the foundation stone of our Legislative Council 
Chamber. In doing ho I desire to express our great pleasure at 
Your Excellency’s presence among us to-day, and I can only 
repeat what has already been said in tho addresses presented to 
y our Excellency here and at Cuttack that the establishment by 
Hjs Imperial Majesty’s gracious command of Bihar, Chota Nag¬ 
pur and Orissa as a separate Province has given the most un¬ 
feigned gratification, to those whom the change affects. It is 
our fervent hope that the new Province may prove itself worthy 
of tho high position which it now holds in His Majesty's Indian 
Empire. The regulations, under which the Legislative Council 
is elected and nominated, have been framed with much care in 
order to secure the fullest possible representation to the interests 
of all classes of a community which not only embraces an im¬ 
mense variety of races and creeds, but which affords examples of 
all grades of civilisation from great landholders, learned students, 
and professional men to tribes which are only now emerging from 
tho most primitive conditions of life, and which comprises a very 
large agricultural and industrial population. To devise meabiues 
which shall promote tin welfare of all these is no light tusk, anti 
we earnestly pray that our work may always be done in a spirit 
of harmony and with a single eye to tho public good. 

His Excellency made the following reply:—] , 

our Honour , Ladies and Gcntlcmcn ,—It is with very 
great pleasure that I accede to your request to lav the 
foundation stone of your Legislative Council Chamber, 
and I am happy-to.see gathered round me for this cere¬ 
mony the faces of those upon whose shoulders the legis¬ 
lative responsibility of this Province rests. 

The constitution of your Council was the subject of 
careful consideration by the Government of India and the 
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Secretary of State, and follows the general model which 
was adopted when the enlargement of Imperial and Pro¬ 
vincial Legislative Councils was undertaken in 1908. 
The object of the scheme which was then drawn up was 
to secure the selection of representatives of the diverse 
interests whic h are to be found in India, to which a share 
in the important task of legislation may appropriately be 
given, and, on the whole, that object has been success¬ 
fully attained. In Bihar and Orissa the interests to which 
the right of election has been conceded are those of land¬ 
holders, Municipalities and District Boards, Mahomedans 
and the important industries of mining and planting. 
In addition, at least six seats are filled by nomination by 
(lie Lieutenant-Governor, thus permitting of the selection 
of gentlemen who are qualified to speak for sections of the 
people in whose case electoral constituencies cannot be 
formed, or who by reason of their position in the province 
are likely to lend weight to the deliberations of the Coun¬ 
cil, either generally or in respect of any particular piece 
of legislation which may be before the Council at the 
moment. The two outstanding features of the Council 
are the concession of a majority of one to the seats filled 
by election, and the reservation of room for the expansion 
of the Council hereafter in accordance with the develop¬ 
ment of new interests, or t ho growth of existing interests 
which may be confidently expected to follow from the 
creation of the new* province. Thus under tire Act the 
permissible maximum of seats is 50 (exclusive of the 
Head of the Province and the Members of his Executive 
Council), but only 41 have been as yet filled. There is 
thus a margin of which use can be made in the light of 
the experience gained, and the retention of this reserve 
power to add to the Membership of the Council, according 
as the need of so doing may be demonstrated, is, I think 
you will agree, in every way preferable to experiments 
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with constituencies upon new and untried bases, upon 
which it would be impossible to embark in one province 
without considering their effect upon India as a whole. 
In its first session your Council has already been engaged 
upon one important piece oi legislation in the Orissa 
Tenancy Bills which was passed unanimously, and it is 
hoped that its subsequent deliberations will be charac¬ 
terised by the same moderation and spirit of co-operation 
by which alone the true interests of the province can be 
fully served. 

I lay ibis stone in the knowledge that on this spot will 
rise a building worthy of the great uses to which it is 
des^ ined to be put, and I trust that the successors of the 
present Legislative Councillors will bring to their deli¬ 
berations within its portals such sense of dignity and 
responsibility, such ripeness of judgment, that from the 
conflict of jarring interests and clashing opinions, from 
which we can never expect and hardly hope to be free, 
may emerge decisions and measures devised to advance 
in the highest possible degree the enlightenment and 
prosperity of the people of this Province. 


LAYING FOUNDATION STONE OF THE HIGH COURT 
AT PATNA. 

[In the afternoon of the 1st December His Excellency the 1st Dec. 
Viceroy laid the foundation stone of the New High Court for 1913. 
the Province of Bihar and Orissa at Patna. 

On arrival at the site His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
addressed the Viceroy as follows: — 

Your Excellency,—A b Your Excellency is aware His Imperial 
Majesty's gracious command that Bihar and Orissa should ho 
elevated to the rank of a separate province had hardly been 
announced before the desire of the people of Bihar that tho 
province should be self-contained and should possess a High 
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Court and an University of its own was loudly voiced in'tlio 
local press. Public addresses and questions in Council have kept 
their desire prominently before the Local Government, and 
during the winter session the Legislative Council unanimously 
adopted a resolution recommending the establishment of a 
separate High Court. Your Excellency in Council took prompt 
measures to ascertain, the views of the public and it is a source 
of immense gratification to the province generally that the 
project has received the approval of His Majesty’s Government. 
So important a change in the location of the highest judicial 
tribunal in the province cannot be made without in sonny degree 
affecting local interests, and in Orissa, which is at present in 
somewhat closer touch by railway with Calcutta than with Patna, 
apprehension has, perhaps not unnaturally, booh felt lost the 
facilities now afforded to litigants should suffer. I have no 
doubt that when, as we hope may soon be the case, improved 
railway communion tion exists between the north „ arid south of 
the Province, the fears which have Wen expressed on tin’s account 
will prove to have had no real foundation. J no\V .Kulhbly request 
Your Excellency to take the first public step towards the .mate¬ 
rialisation of our wishes by laying fho foundation stone of the 
Patna High Court. 

His Excellency made the following reply:-—] 


Your Honour , Ladies and Gentlemen ^The ceremony 
flint I Iki vr been asked to perform to-day-is one to which 
I sot my hand with no small feeling of solemnity, for 
never have I been called upon to execute a task which 
reminds me so forcible of that double character I have 
the distinguished privilege of hearing as the head of, the 
Executive Government of India and the personal repre¬ 
sentative of that Most Gracious Sovereign, from whom 
all judicial jurisdiction is derived, and in whose name 
all justice is administered. 

The history which has led up to the laying of this 
foundation stone is within the knowledge of you all, and 
I think you will agree that, when once it had been deter¬ 
mined that Bihar and Orissa should he promoted to Hie' 
status of a separate province, it would be an adminis- 
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trativo anomaly that its people should still have to carry 
on their litigation at a place beyond its limits, where the 
obvious inconveniences of distance, cost and time are 
enhanced by the disabilities of a different atmosphere 
and a different vernacular. Sentiment and convenience 
alike pointed to the establishment of a separate High 
Court as the logical and necessary corollary of the crea¬ 
tion of the new province, and it would have required the 
strongest array of practical difficulties to justify any 
hesitation in pursuing the policy which was announced 
by Mis Majesty at the. Delhi Durbar (o its legitimate 
conclusion. 

1 lie only difficulty of any magnitude that rises before 
us relates to the convenience of the people of Orissa; and 
♦ hough llie ultimate remedy of the disadvantages under 
which they may labour will probably be found in the 
improvement of direct communication between Orissa 
.•md the capital of the Province, it is undoubtedly necec 
sary to fake into full consideration the temporary dis¬ 
advantages under which they would otherwise suffer 
pending a solution on those lines. 

The Government of India consulted the High Court 
of Calcutta about this among other matters—and here 
let me take the opportunity of saying what gratification 
it affords us all to see among us on this occasion the Chief 
Justice of Bengal and some of his honourable colleagues 
—and after mature consideration my Government have 
come to the conclusion that the most efficient, device for 
meeting the case will he the establishment of a Circuit 
system which will not only bring the administration of 
justice to the very doors of the people, but will have the 
further advantage that Judges of the Court will be 
brought into the closest touch with a portion of (heir 
jurisdiction where the conditions are in many respects 
peculiar, and different from those of the rest of the Pro- 
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vince, and I am pleased to he able to announce that in 
according his approval to the creation of a new High 
Court for the Province of Bihar and Orissa the Secretary 
of State has also agreed to the establishment of a Circuit 
system for the benefit of Orissa. 

I now proceed to lay this stone in full confidence that 
upon it will rise a building which 'shall prove a boon to 
the people of this Province. I feel assured that, within 
its walls in future days, justice will be administered with 
courage and impartiality, to the terror of evil-doers and 
to the triumph of every cause which is right andtrue, so 
that the High Court of Bihar shall earn a name for sound 
sense and good law and be recognised by all as one more 
bulwark of the Indian Empire. 


ADDRESS FROM BIHAR PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

nt Dec. [In the afternoon of the 1st December His Excellency, during 
ms. his Stay at Patna, attended a garden party given by His 
Honour tho Lieutenant-Governor of Bihar and Orissa. 

During this function tho Bihar Planters’ Association presented 
the following address to tho Viceroy: — 

May it please Your Excellency,—On behalf of the Bihar 
Planters, wo, tho members of tho General Committee of tho 
Bihar Planters’ Association, with dutiful respect beg to tender to 
Your Excellency arid Lady Hardinge n hearty and cordial wel¬ 
come on the occasion of this your first visit to the capital of 
Bihar. 

Wo are truly thankful that a merciful Providence mira¬ 
culously preserved the lives of Your Excellencies on tho 23rd of 
December last, and rejoice and congratulate you on your 
restoration to health and strength. 

Tho European planters have been connected with Bihar for 
more than a century and quarter, and we, their successors, to¬ 
day are deeply and thoroughly interested in its welfare. We 
arc proud of the land of our adoption and welcome and are 
grateful for tho creation of tho new Province of Bihar and 
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Orissa and for the appointment of our own Lieutenant-Governor. 
Wo have taken in the past an active interest in local self 
government and the development, of village government, and 
Your Excellency can rest assured that we are prepared, and 
will continue, to give whatever help and assistance we can for 
the advancement of the Province, not only by agriculture (the 
solid base on which all Empires and Kingdoms rest), but by 
bringing home to the raiyats, amongst whom wo live, the bless¬ 
ings of elementary rural sanitation, medical relief, and the 
material advantages of co-operation by moans of the Co-operative 
Societies. 

The existence for more than half a century of the Bihar Light 
Horse as an efficient Volunteer regiment, a body which is at 
all times ready and at the disposal of the Government for the 
preservation oi peace and order, is proof that we maintain the 
Yeoman’s traditions of his duty to the State. 

In conclusion we hope that Your Excellencies may enjoy your 
visit to Bnnkipore. We trust that, during the remainder of 
Your stay in India, health and happiness may attend Your 
Excellency and family, and that prosperity, peace, contentment 
and good seasons may bo vouchsafed to the people of India. 

To which His Excellency made the following reply:—] 

Gentlemen of the Bihar Planters’ Association ^—First 
lot me thank you very warmly, on behalf of Lady 
Hardinge and myself, for your kindness in coining here 
to welcome us to your capital, and for the very friendly 
language in which you have couched your address. 

You have played an important part in making Bihar, 
and especially Tirhut, the prosperous country it is. I 
am aware that some of you have had an up-hill task and 
are suffering from the competition of synthetic indigo. 
During the past 10 years considerable sums have been 
spent in aid of the indigo inforest and scientific enquiries 
continue to he made to the same end. The results so far, 
however, have not been very hopeful, but it is some con¬ 
solation to know that you are facing the situation, and 
turning your attention to other kind of crops, either in 
place of, or supplementary to, indigo; and I am told that 
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the future prospects of sugar manufacture are hopeful, 
particularly in North Bihar. The Local Government, 
His Honour tells me, have decided to establish in the 
Satan District a combined sugarcane station and cattle- 
breeding farm, and I trust that this institution may 
prove of great benefit to the province as a whole. 

It gave me the greatest possible pleasure to listen to 
that portion of your address which refers to the part you 
are taking in the life o£ the country with which you have 
cast your lot. By working as .members of District and 
Local Boards and giving your time to the Panchayats 
in the Chnukidari Unions you are contributing to the 
progress and well-boing of the people among whom you 
live, and identifying yourselves with their interests; 
while those among you who are helping in the further¬ 
ance of the system of co-operative credit are rendering a 
great; service to the agricultural classes by showing them 
the way to shake themselves free from debt and to lift, to 
a higher plane the conditions of their life. 

X was much impressed with the efficient appearance of 
the escort which the Bihar Light Horse, has done me the 
honour to furnish me here at Bankipore. Your Corps 
has a reputation which is deservedly known throughout 
India, and the services rendered by its members in past 
times in this country, and more recently by many of thorn 
in South-Africa, constitute a record of which you have 
every reason to be proud. I am one of those who would 
like to think that a time will come when wars may cease 
throughout the world; but pending the arrival of that 
millennium, I shall always do what I can to encourage 
the volunteer movement, and I am glad to believe that 
the Bihar Light Horse will continue to he ready to go 
anywhere and do anything in the service of their King 
nnd country. I read with pleasure the accounts of your 
Jubilee celebrations last year, and-it gave me especial 
gratification that His Majesty was pleased to accept my 
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recommendations for the bestowal of honours upon 
Lieutenant-Colonel Filgate and Lieutenant-Colonel 
llickley. 

In conclusion, lot mo thank you once more for your 
cordial welcome, and tell you how pleased I am to have 
had this opportunity of making - your acquaintance. I 
am very grateful for your kindly words regarding our 
merciful escape last year, and I value deeply vour good 
wishes for the future. Lady Hardinge and I will cany 
away with, us the happiest memories of the good-will and 
friendly feeling which have met us on every side in 
Bihar. 


STATE BANQUET AT ALWAR. 

mi!®* “ nC? th ° Vicw °y concluded his autumn tour of 4th Doc. 
i.us with a visit to Alwar before reaching Delhi. 1913. 

On the night of the 4th December His Highness the Maharaja 
entertained Their Excellencies and a large party to a Banquet 
at tlie City Palace. 

said”— >rOPOSin8 th ° h ° alth ° f " hoir Excellencies His Highness 

I our Excellencies, Sirdars, Ladies and Gentlemen,— When 
the Governor-General of India, as the supreme head of the 
Hntish Administration and us the honoured representative of 
IDs Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor, accepts the invi¬ 
tation of a Hiding Chief to visit his State, the occasion is ob¬ 
served as one of ceremonial and rejoicing; but that pleasure 
is doubled d, ns m tho present case, wo aro privileged to wel¬ 
come him after having earned, if I may say so, his friendship 
from personal acquaintance. I feel thankful and fortunate to 
find myself situated in that happy position, for I can never 
forget the privilege of having enjoyed Your Excellencies’ warm 
and kiml hospitality on more than ono occasion before now at 
Calcutta, Simla and Delhi. I have valued theso opportunities 
highly and many others besides that have come into evidence on 
various occasions, particularly in that they have enabled one to 
rcal.se at first hand that tho destinies of India are securely 
placed in the hands of a Viceroy who is not only resolved to 
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enhance the progress and prosperity of the country, but who 
by means of personal visits in time of need and firm courage and 
yet generous conciliation has shown himself prepared to solve 
difficult problems, aye! who by moans of high-minded states¬ 
manship together with sympathy has expressed himself to be 
a friend and well-wishing supportor of the Indian States, their 
privileges and their rights; who has given further evidence of 
his feelings in this direction and lias demonstrated them in 
practical form only recently once again in Mysore, and above all, 
who in the supreme hour of physical trouble a year ago, when 
all India stood breathless and aghast at the atrocious incident 
that occurred at Delhi, spoke amongst his first words when he 
was able to do so that his firm resolve for India’s good remained 
unshaken. 

It', therefore, on such an occasion as this when I am voicing 
tin* sentiments of my Government, ray people and myself, our 
feelings blossom out in expressions of gratitude and of earnest 
welcome, he would indeed be a sour-minded critic that would 
accuse us of exaggeration. 

Your Excellency, at the time of the unfortunate incident to 
which 1 have above referred, when the hearts of India were 
pouring out in sympathy for yourself and your noble consort, we 
felt that our misfortune was doubly great— for, while we had to 
sutler the humility of being compelled to imagine that the act 
had been perpetrated possibly by an Indian, we were also 
deprived of the pleasure of entertaining you here last year as 
we were hoping to do. Our welcome, however, on this occasion is 
none the less sincere than what it would have been before, and 
brief as is Your Excellencies* visit on this occasion, we trust 
that if you carry away, as we earnestly hope you may do, 
pleasant recollections of your visit on this occasion, that you 
will give us the honour of welcoming you once again, when f 
hope to place our resources of sport available in our preserves 
at your disposal. 

Your Excellency has now been at the helm controlling the 
affairs of India for nearly three years, and we have followed 
with interest your various announcements and declarations made 
in different places. With the rapid progress of time in these 
days and the march of events in the East as w'ell as in the West 
the destinies of India, and together with it the. destinies of the 
Indian States, are shaping themselves into new channels. Edu¬ 
cation, which is the backbone of progress and enlightenment, is 
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opening the minds of blic people towards now* ambitions and new 
requirements, and there is evidence forthcoming that the people 
generally are beginning to realise its benefits and to take 
advantages of the openings that in its natural course it affords. 

Your Government have givon tangible proof of the great 
interest they evince in this direction, and thorn are spontane¬ 
ous movements on foot now in the country on behalf of the 
people with regard to education which have taken shape recently 
in the form of the Hindu and the Muhomodan University 
schemes which 1 understand will shortly be coming up for the 
consideration of your Government. 1 feel happy to think that 
the main principle kept in view in these proposals is that educa¬ 
tion shall bo based on religious and moral principles, without 
which indeed the education, and particularly that of character, 
can never be complete; and on this occasion as one of the well* 
wishers of the Hindu University, in which I naturally take the 
keenest interest, 1 can but only appeal to Your Excellency to 
bestow upon it when the time comes the paternal consideration 
and benediction of yourself and your Government in order to 
enable it to stand up on its legs. I fully realise that it is pro- 
mature at the present moment to refer in any detail to the 
affiliation of our schools to this University should it be deemed 
desirable later on to do so. 1 will therefore only say this much 
again, that we. shall earnestly hope when the opportunity pre¬ 
sents itself that this question will also receive sympathetic con¬ 
sideration at Your Excellency’s hands. I mention this subject 
now as it is one that concerns us directly more than any other 
connected with the scheme. 

With regard to the Indian States and their Rulers, I need 
say only this much as oue of their number, that we sincerely 
value the tactful consideration and sympathy you have shown iu 
their welfare and interest, and 1 for one particularly appreciate 
above all things the opportunities that have been ufforded by 
Your Excellency of collecting together Chiefs in Conferences and 
takings them into your confidence for purposes of counsel and 
discussion. The success of the last Conference oi. Education that 
was held at Delhi when several of my brother Princes were 
invited by Your Excellency to discuss and consider the question 
of higher education for the aristocracy and the nobility of 
India, encouraged one to hope that it might be the happy 
augury of such Conferences in future with regard to such sub¬ 
jects as the Government of India may be pleased to put before 
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thorn, and it was gratifying to see the encouraging remarks 
made on this subject by the Hon’bio the Under Secretary of 
State to Hi;s Majesty’s Government in his Budget speech last 
year. 

I fondly look forward to the day when it may be possible to 
establish some such permanent organization in the form of an 
Imperial Advisory Council, different to the one proposed, some 
time ago and consisting of a certain number of reigning Princes, 
who would assemble together at prescribed periods to discuss 
subjects connected with the States or otherwise which the 
Viceroy and his Government may like to place before them. 
And when that day comes I truly believe that it will not only 
add to the strength and position of the Princes themselves, but 
it will be a living factor which, with the traditional loyalty and 
patriotism that they are likely to bring there, will prove a 
source of usefulness and support to the Government of India and 
the Viceroy who represents the Crown, towards which the feel¬ 
ings of the Chiefs have been and are those of loyalty and high 
esteem. 

Your Excellency, I have taken the liberty to allude to this 
subject in passing on this occasion, and my apology for doing 
so lies in the fact that it is a subject very near my heart, and if 
ever such a proposal comes into being I at least feel sure of one 
thing, namely, that the reciprocal relations of the British Crown 
and the Indian Princes can lose nothing and may gain a good 
deal bj tlieir still closer association through these moans. 

I will not trespass on your time on this occasion with regard 
to questions of administration in my State, as perhaps this is 
riot the fitting opportunity for me to do so; suffice it to say that 
we feel grateful to Providence that by His mercy, and thanks 
to the sympathy and,encouragement received from the British 
Government and its Officers—amongst whom I feel happy to 
think I can count on some warm friends—that during the 10 
. years that I have been administering my State I may, I think, 
look back with satisfaction to the period during which my people 
have to tile best of my knowledge been happy as a whole, and 
that we havo tried to add our modest share towards enhancing 
the progress and prosperity of the State by means of the 
opportunities that carao before us. 

It was a pleasure to mo this morning to show Your Excellency 
in, Imperial Service Troops, which wo led proud to look to as 
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one of the emblems of our traditional loyalty to the British 
throne— a loyalty which was pledged as far back as 1803 when a 
permanent friendship was established between the Hon’bio the 
East India Company and my ancestor Maharao Raja Sowai 
Bakhtawar Singh, when the friends and enemies of the Hon’ble 
Company were to bo regarded as the friends and enemies of the 
Maharao Raja, and the friends and enemies of the Maharao 
Raja were to be the friends and enemies of the Hon’ble Company. 

When the need arises for these two regiments to take their 
place in the active field I trust that they will not bo found 
wanting to perform their duty against the common enemies 
of the Empire as some of their predecessors and they themselves 
have done before now. In the meantime— thanks to the peace 
which reigns over tho country due to the wise guardianship of 
its Rulers—we can turn our attention towards more peaceful 
pursuits, and in this respect I need only add one more word 
before I conclude, that 1 like to put before myself such principles 
that may be the guiding factor of all one’s acts in life. Amongst 
thorn 1 would place first the unbounded faith in the eternal 
mercy of God and loyalty to the King and the country; secondly, 
trust in the friendship and higli-mindedness, fair dealing and 
justice of tho Government of the country and its fountain bead 
with whom our associations are so closely knit together; and 
last but not least, trust in one’s self, conic good or ill, to be 
staunch and unwavering in tho determination to do justice to 
one’s people, and above all to bo a Rajput in reality as well as 
in name. 

Your Excellency, allow me now on behalf of myself, my Govern¬ 
ment and my people to repeat to you both once more our 
cordial welcome—if I may say so, a true Rajput welcome. And. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I will then ask you to join with mo in 
drinking the health of our honoured guest His Excellency Lord 
Hardinge, Viceroy of India, and with it to whole-heartedly 
couple the name of his noble consort, whose sympathy towards 
our country will be borne in tender and grateful momories in 
tho minds of its people, and to both of whom wo wish that the 
future may bring every success and happiness in life. 

His Excellency in responding spoke as follows:—] 

Your Highness, Ladies and Gentlemen ,—I must ill 
the first place express my sincere thanks for the kind way 
in which you have drunk our healths, for the friendly 
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and flattering terms in which Your Highness has pro¬ 
posed the toast, and for the warm welcome which you 
have given us at your beautiful and interesting* capital. 
Your Highness has referred in graceful language to your 
recent visits to me at the seat of Government, 
and 1 need hardly say that it always gives me the 
warmest pleasure to receive as my guests members of the 
great family of the Ruling Chiefs of India, who share 
with me and my Government and the Governments of 
the various Provinces the responsibility of maintaining 
peace, order and justice throughout this great Peninsula 
and of guiding the destinies and fostering the happiness 
and prosperity of its peoples. 

I value such visits not only on account of the oppor¬ 
tunities they give us for the interchange of ideas and the 
mutual appreciation of one another’s points of view, 
though that from a political aspect has tremendous 
advantages, but also because it has enabled me to increase 
so widely my circle of personal friends. 

Your Highness’s appreciative reference to my policy 
towards the Native States and their rulers has given me 
particular pleasure. Ever since I came to India, it has 
been my constant and earnest endeavour to acquaint 
myself with the traditions, feelings and aspirations of 
the Ruling Chiefs, to cultivate with them terms of per¬ 
sonal friendship, and to bind closer the ties of loyalty 
and affection that unite the Princes of India to the Bri¬ 
tish Crown. I am glad indeed to learn from Your High¬ 
ness’s lips that this endeavour has not been in vain, and 
I can assure Your Highness that should you personally 
he in any doubt or difficulty with reference to the admin¬ 
istration of your State or any other matter, you may 
always count on me and my officers to do our utmost to 
find a satisfactory solution, since you and I and they 
are all working for a common end—the welfare of India 
and the happiness of its people. 
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My visit to Your Highness is of necessity brief, but 
I have been here long enough to appreciate the pictu¬ 
resque scenery with which Your Highness’s palace is sur¬ 
rounded and to understand the importance of the efforts 
you are making, not I trust without considerable hope of 
success, to clothe the neighbouring hills with verdure and 
ho to mitigate the severity of a somewhat trying hot 
weather. I am sorry to think that you should have had 
this year a shortage of rainfall, and I deeply regret that 
the Durbar should have before them the possibility of 
scarcity, particularly in the matter of fodder. We can 
only hope that good winter rains may yet come to relieve 
the situation, and I am confident that Your Highness 
will in any case take every step that may be necessary to 
bring your people safely through any distress that there 
may be. To-day’s rain will I trust materially improve 
the situation. 

It is now just 10 years since Your Highness was in¬ 
vested by Lord Curzon with ruling powers. On the 
occasion of the Investiture His Lordship expressed the 
hope that future Viceroys, as they visited the Alwar State 
in years to come, would find the good omens of that day 
fulfilled, and would envy him for having inaugurated a 
rule that had turned out to he creditable to Your High¬ 
ness and beneficial to Your Highness’s people. Your 
Highness, in replying, said that you trusted you would 
be able to discharge your duties to the satisfaction of the 
Supreme Government and to the prosperity of your 
subjects. 

During the time that has elapsed since then you have 
shown beyond all question that you know bow to rule. 
Nothing is done in the administration of the State with¬ 
out your cognisance and approval, yet you have 
thoroughly understood the importance of selecting the 
most capable officers you can get for all responsible posi¬ 
tions. Consequently your departments are well managed 
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and the finances of the State are carefully watched and 
conserved and, as Your Highness has just now .mentioned, 
you have now a very substantial, balance to the credit of 
your Treasury. The decennial report of Your Higlmess’s 
administration) a copy of which Your Highness has 
kindly placed at my disposal, displays in a striking* 
manner the efficiency of the Government, the progressive- 
ness of the system and the thoroughness manifested in 
every branch of the administration. No stone is left 
unturned to develop the natural and indust r ial resources 
of the State, and I understand Your Highness is now 
busy with certain projects, which by extending the irri¬ 
gated area of the State should add very considerably to 
its revenues and afford some protection in times of such 
shortagi? of rain as that with which the State has now 
been visited. 

It is most satisfactory, too, to learn of the attention 
paid to the medical and educational needs of the people 
and of tho success that lias crowned the Durbar’s efforts, 
for it is on the character of the medical and educational 
institutions of the . State that their physical and moral 
well-being chiefly depends. 

As regards education, Your Highness is to be congra¬ 
tulated on being represented at the Mayo College by more 
boys than any other State in Rajputana. You were there 
yourself and your father was the first pupil entered there, 
and I look upon the support you give it not only as a 
testimony to the affection and respect the Mayo College 
inspired in you, but also as an indication that Y r our High¬ 
ness has realised the importance, as well for your nobles 
as for the prosperity and stability of the State, of build¬ 
ing up for your assistance and support an educated and 
enlightened aristocracy. 

When Lord Minto visited Alwar in 1909 Your High¬ 
ness emphasized the importance of religious and moral 
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education and His Excellency spoke of the special oppor¬ 
tunities possessed by an Indian Ruler. It cannot be dis¬ 
puted that, in the training* of the young moral instruction 
is almost powerless without the sanction of religion. In 
this respect Your Highness is free from many of the diffi¬ 
culties which hamper us in British India, and Your 
Highness has made wise use of these favourable condi¬ 
tions by making religious and moral education compul¬ 
sory in the State schools. I earnestly hope that the 
seeds now being sown will bear fruit in the shape of 
sturdy, loyal and God-fearing men. 

This morning I had the pleasure of inspecting Your 
Highness’s Military Forces and am able to bear personal 
testimony to their excellence and military bearing. 
Your infantry has the reputation of being the best drilled 
regiment in India and I can well believe it. I had the 
pleasure of seeing the Alwar Infantry at the Divisional 
Manoeuvres near Delhi last year, and I know that they 
won commendation from the G. (). C. 7th Division for 
their good work, march, discipline and dash. The 
Imperial Service Lancers also presented an admirable 
appearance at the parade this morning. I may remind 
my audience that the Imperial Service Troops of Alwar 
have given proof in the past of their efficiency on active 
service, and I have no doubt should occasion arise will he 
ready and eager to do so again, thus carrying on the 
tradition initiated 110 years ago when Bao Raja Bakhta- 
war Singh first sent troops to co-operate with Lord Lake 
during the Maratlia War. 

I will not longer detain you, but before I sit down l 
ask you, Ladies and Gentlemen, to drink with me to the 
continued prosperity of the Alwar State and to the long 
life, health and happiness of our generous and enlight¬ 
ened host, His Highness the Maharaja Sir Jey Singh 
Bahadur. 
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SIKH DELEGATES’ REPRESENTATION ON GRIEVANCES 
OE SIKHS TN CANADA. 

20lli Dec. [A deputation from tho Sikhs waited on His Excellency the 
1913. Viceroy on tho morning of the 20th December and presented tho 
following address: — 

Your Excellency, --‘We, the Sikhs and Kindostanese in British 
Columbia, Canada, bog to state that in November l£)ll w© sent 
our delegation to tho Dominion Government at Ottawa to lay our 
grievances, as summed up in our representations filed herewith, 
before tho Minister of the Interior- 

On December 15th, 1911, our delegation was formally told by 
Honourable It. Rogers that the first part of our representations 
re the admission of our wives and children shall bo immediately 
attended to, and the other parts also settled in a just and 
straightforward manner. 

Over a year has elapsed since then, and in spite of several 
reminders sent by us to the Canadian Government, no definite 
settlement has been made, and the Canadian Immigration Law 
stands in the same ambiguous and objectionable form as it did 
at the time our delegation received their formal promise lrom 
the Minister of the Interior. 

Parliamentary telegrams, sent by authorised Press Agents 
from Ottawa were published in all the Indian and English 
papers of December 1911, to the effect that the Dominion Gov¬ 
ernment had decided to allow our wives and children to enter 
Canada. 

These telegrams aroused a chorus of hearty thanks to His 
Uoval Highness the Duke of Connaught and the Canadian Gov¬ 
ernment for doing this act of elementary justice towards us. 

But unfortunately for both the parties concerned, all these 
hopes wore falsified, as no definite action has been taken by the 
Canadian Government to remove the direct and the indirect 
barriers raised against us by the Canadian Immigration Law. 

Therefore now we are obliged to depute Bhai Balwant Singh, 
Priest, Sikh Temple, Vancouver, B.C., Bhai Narin Singh, Maco- 
bearer, Sikh Temple, Vancouver, B.C., and Bhai Nand Singh 
Sihra (with full powers to add to their number on arrival in 
India), as our delegates to lay our grievances before you in this 
Historic City of Delhi where our (90 per cent, of the Hindostanese 
in British Columbia being Sikhs) ninth Spiritual King Guru 
Tegh Bahadur met his heroic fate to maintain the principles of 
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fair play and justice., and where our forefathers shed their life 
hlood to save the British Empire in India at tho time of its 
sorest need — the year of 1857. 

We have every hope that Your Excellency would listen to 
our brief plea, and the fuller representations of our delegates, 
and do all that lies in your power to influence tho Canadian and 
the Home Governments to have tho cause of our grievances 
removed, and keep the corner stono of the British Empire—even- 
handed, fair play and justice to all without any distinction of 
caste, creed, race or colour — intact. 

His Excellency replied as follows: —] 

Gentlemen , — I am glad to have had this opportunity 
of hearing from your own lips what you have to say about 
the grievances of your fellow-countrymen in Canada; and 
I am sorry that I should have had, owing to the great 
pressure of business, to postpone the opportunity so long. 

I need hardly tell you that I and my Government 
are keenly interested in the well-being of Indians in every 
part of the globe, and that we regard it as our business to 
give them all the support we can whenever they have 
complaints to make of a reasonable character about the 
treatment to which they are subjected. 

The memorial that you have now presented to me 
deals with the restriction placed upon the admission of 
wives and children of Indians already resident in Canada, 
and in regard to this I may perhaps tell you that the 
Government of India made representations on the sub¬ 
ject, and that as a result the Canadian Government 
agreed to waive the order requiring possession of 200 
dollars in the case of the wives and minor children of 
Indian residents, who are in a position to receive and 
care for their family, but as the restriction requiring a 
continuous journey on a through ticket still remained, 
we were unable to regard the situation as satisfactory, 
and we have been for the last few months in corre- 
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spondence with the Secretary of State with a view to the 
removal of this disability. The memorial you have 
handed me, when it is in due course remitted to the Home 
authorities, should strengthen the force of our case. You 
must not, however, forget that there is a very strong 
feeling among classes wielding considerable political m~ 
Alienee in Canada against any relaxation of the restric¬ 
tions, and a recent decision by the Chief Court ordering 
the release of some Indians under orders for deportation 
has produced forcible protests and a demand for more 
stringent legislation. 

I regret therefore that it is not possible for me to 
foresee the ultimate result of our representations, and 
can only assure you of the active support and sympathy 
of my Government, and promise you that we shall do all 
In cmr power to secure the removal of this particular 

disability, 


address of welcome from the Calcutta 

CORPORATION. 

,d Dec. [His Excellency the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge arrived at 
1913 . Calcutta on tho morning of the 23rd December am. 1 

Prinsop's Ghat, having left the special train at Howrah. As this 
iZ His Excellency’s first visit to Calcutta after the transfer of 
tho Capital, much interest attached to it. 

In the afternoon His Excellency received an address from the 
Calcutta Corporation which was presented m the Chrono Room 
at Government House and was as. follows: — 

Mav it please Your Excellency,-We, the Chairman and Com¬ 
missioners of the Corporation, on behalf of the citizens of Cal¬ 
cutta, beg leave to approach Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge 
with a most loyal, hearty and cordial welcome on your visit to 
Calcutta We cannot but regret that wo are now receiving 
Yo U r Excellencies as visitors and not as residents in our city 
Nevertheless wo desire to take tho opportunity to convey to Your 
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Excellency an assurance of our warm attachment to yourself and 
Lady Hardingo and our sincere admiration for your liberal and 
sympathetic administration and firm determination to carry’, out 
the beneficent policy of Gov eminent. "Wo venture to express the 
hope that we may look forward in the future to prolonged annual 
visits from Your Excellency and future Viceroys to Calcutta. 

Twelve months ago to-day a dastardly attempt was made 
upon Your Excellency’s life at Delhi, and it is supremely gratify¬ 
ing to us to find that the united prayers of the millions of His 
Majesty’s loyal subjects in India for the restoration of Your 
Excellency’s health after that cowardly outrage have not been 
in vain, and that you havo now recovered from the injuries which 
at one time seriously alarmed Your Excellency’s many friends 
and admirers in this city. The courage and fortitude displayed 
by Lady Hardingo on that occasion has won our warm and 
respectful admiration. 

Turning now to our own affairs, wo may bo permitted to 
refer to the impending amendment of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act. The matter is now under the consideration of Government 
and we may expect that before long the Bill will be introduced 
in the Legislative Council. We must express our grateful acknow¬ 
ledgments to Government for their intention to amehd the muni¬ 
cipal constitution of Calcutta in such a manner as to afford ample 
scope for the expansion of local self-government and for -the lai go 
participation of the people in the civic administration of this 
great city. 

Among matters engaging our serious and anxious attention 
at present is one which threatens to assume a very grave aspect 
in the near future, We refer to the apprehended silting up of 
the Bidyadhari river which serves as the outfall of our drainage 
system. If the apprehensions of the Engineers of Government 
prove correct, Calcutta will bo faced in the near future with •' 
most difficult problem. It will bo our earnest endeavour to 
meet this emergency and to provide for the effective charge of 
our drainage, but wo may have to ask for the assistance and co¬ 
operation of the Government of Bengal, and wo trust that this 
aid will be freely given. 

Since we last had the privilege of approaching Your Excel¬ 
lency with an address, the Calcutta Improvement Trust has come 
into being and the Trustees are devoting themselves to the task 
of improving and beautifying the city. In spite of this, however, 
the Corporation have continued their policy of effecting such 
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spondence with the Secretary of State with a view to the 
removal of this disability. The memorial you have 
handed me, when it is in due course remitted to the Home 
authorities, should strengthen the force of our case. You 
must not, however, forget that there is a very strong 
feeling among classes wielding considerable political in¬ 
fluence in Canada against any relaxation of the restric¬ 
tions, and a recent decision by the Chief Court ordering 
the release of some Indians under orders for deportation 
* has produced forcible protests and a demand for more 

stringent legislation. 

I regret therefore that it is not possible for mo to 
foresee the ultimate result of our representations, and I 
can only assure you of the active support and sympathy 
of my Government, and promise you that we shall do all 
in our power to secure the removal of this particular 
disability. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM THE CALCUTTA 
CORPORATION. 

23rd Dec. [His Excellency the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge arrived at 
Calcutta on the morning of the 23rd December and landed at 
Pnnsop’s Ghat, having left the special train at Howrah. As this 
was His Excellency’s first visit to Calcutta after the transfer of 
the Capital, much interest attached to it. 

In the afternoon His Excellency received an address from the 
Calcutta Corporation which was presented in the Throne Room 
at Government House and was as.follows: — 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, the Chairman and Com¬ 
missioners of the Corporation, on behalf of the citizens of Cal¬ 
cutta, beg leave to approach Your Excellency and Lady Hardinge 
with a most loyal, hearty and cordial welcome on your visit to 
Calcutta. We cannot but regret that we are mow receiving 
Your Excellencies as visitors and not as residents in our city. 
Nevertheless we desire to take the opportunity to convey to Your 
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Excellency an assurance of our warm attachment to yourself and 
Lady Hardifige and our sincere admiration for your liberal and 
sympathetic administration and firm determination to carry, out 
the beneficent policy of Government. We venture to express the 
hope that we may look forward in the future to prolonged annual 
visits from Your Excellency and future Viceroys to Calcutta. 

Twelve months ago to-day a dastardly attempt was made 
upon Your Excellency’s life at Delhi, and it is supremely gratify¬ 
ing to us to find that the united prayers of the millions of His 
Majesty’s loyal subjects in .India for the restoration ol \our 
Excellency’s health after that cowardly outrage have not been 
in vain, and that you have now recovered from the injuries which 
at one time seriously alarmed Your Excellency’s many friends 
and admirers in this city. The courage and fortitude displayed 
by Lady Harding© on that occasion has won our warm and 
respectful admiration. 

Turning now to our own affairs, wo may be permitted to 
refer to the impending amendment of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act. The matter is now under the consideration of Government 
and we may expect that before long the Bill will be introduced 
in the Legislative Council. We must express our grateful acknow¬ 
ledgments to Government for their intention to amend the muni¬ 
cipal constitution of Calcutta in such a manner as to afford ample 
scope for the expansion of local self-government and for-the largo 
participation of the people in the civic administration ol this, 
great city. 

Among matters engaging our serious and anxious attention 
at present is one which threatens to assume a very grave aspect 
in the near future. We refer to the apprehended silting up of 
the Bidyadhari river which serves as the outfall of our drainage 
system. If the apprehensions of the Engineers of Government 
prove correct, Calcutta will be faced in the near future with a 
most difficult problem. It will be our earnest endeavour to 
meet this emergency and to provide for the effective charge of 
our drainage, but we may have to ask for the assistance and co¬ 
operation of the Government of Bengal, and we trust that this 
aid will be freely given. 

Since we last had the privilege of approaching Your Excel¬ 
lency with an address, the Calcutta Improvement Trust has come 
into being and the Trustees are devoting themselves to the task 
of improving and beautifying the city. In spite of this, however, 
the Corporation have continued their policy of effecting such 
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improvements as their resources will permit, after meeting their 
statutory contribution to the finances of the Trust. 

We desire to bake this opportunity of thanking the Govern¬ 
ment for granting the Corporation the privilege of sending two 
representatives to the Bengal Legislative Council. We greatly 
appreciate and value this increased franchise. 

In conclusion, we beg to thank Your Excellencies for affording 
us an opportunity of offering you our respectful welcome to 
your old Capital, and we fervently pray for your continued 
health and happiness. 

His Excellency replied as follows : —] 

Gentlemen ,—I am afraid that in some quarters I am 
regarded in the liglit of a deserter from Calcutta, and I 
therefore value the more highly the compliment you have 
paid me in presenting me with this address of welcome. 

I am most grateful and indeed deeply touched by your 
appreciative references to the spirit in which the admini¬ 
stration of India is carried out by my Government, and 
should like to thank you very warmly for the friendly 
language in which your address is couched. My wife 
and I have very pleasant recollections of two cold weathers 
spent within these walls, and I certainly think that 
future Viceroys should make a point of maintaining a 
close connection with your city; while, speaking for 
myself, I hope that this may not be the last occasion when 
I may pay you a visit. It is exactly a year ago to-day 
that I was temporarily disabled by the attempt upon my 
life, and I can only thank God for sparing it and hope 
that it may not have been spared in vain. As the months 
roll by the quantity of work to be done seems ever to 
increase and the burden of responsibility to grow greater, 
and my prayer is not so much that I may be able to work 
as that in the renewed health and strength that have 
been vouchsafed to me the work that I should do may be 
rightly guided in useful and fruitful channels. 

Up to the present time the anxieties to which you 
refer about the outfall of your drainage system have not 
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been brought to my notice officially, and that is only 
natural, as the question is, I understand, still in the 
preliminary stages of investigation; but I have seen 
references to the subject in the daily press and can easily 
understand and share your anxiety. It is difficult to 
imagine anything much more serious than the dislocation 
of the drainage system of a huge city like this, and 
while 1 am glad to recognise your readiness to the emer¬ 
gency, I feel sure that in so grave a matter you will 
receive full sympathy, support and co-operation from 
your Local Government should your apprehensions prove 
well founded. 

As regards your reference to the proposed amendment 
of the municipal constitution of Calcutta which is now 
under the consideration of Government, I may assure 
you that it is the earnest desire of the Government of 
India to further the progress of local self-government in 
India wherever possible. I sincerely hope that such 
increased powers as it may be possible to confer will 
not be given in vain, but will lead to increased efficiency 
in the discharge of the many and responsible duties of 
the Corporation. With reference to the Calcutta Im¬ 
provement Trust, as you are aware, the Government of 
India have placed a sum of Rs. 50 lakhs at the disposal of 
the Government of Bengal for payment to the Trust, and 
are making in addition an annual contribution for GO 
years of Its. I) lakhs towards the cost of improvement 
schemes. The Government of India are greatly inter¬ 
ested in the operations of the Trust which have recently 
commenced, and will be glad io see this great city further 
improved in health and beauty. I understand that pro¬ 
per arrangements will be made pari passu with the pro¬ 
gress of the scheme for re-housing the population that 
must necessarily be displaced. 

There is one other purely municipal matter tc which 
you have not referred in your address about which I 

o 




<SL 

11)4 Speeches hy II. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshurst . 


Address of Welcome from the Calcutta Corporation , 

should like to say a few words, and it is in connection 
with the Calcutta Municipal (Loans) Bill. I understand 
that there has been an impression that tlie currency of the 
Corporation’s loans will in practice be invariably re¬ 
stricted to a period of 30 years. Orders, however, are 
under issue which will remove this impression. The 
Government of India have agreed to the insertion of a 
provision in the Bill, as in the case of the Bombay City 
Municipal Act, fixing a maximum term of 60 years for 
the currency of a loan, and it is hardly necessary for 
me to say that their intention is to treat the Corporation 
of Calcutta in respect of their loans in precisely the same 
way as the other presidency corporations. 

Gentlemen, you represent all sections of the com¬ 
munity, and as i may not have another opportunity L am 
going to trespass upon your patience by saying one or 
two tilings which do not bear a purely municipal aspect. 
J want to take this opportunity of congratulating Calcutta 
upon the prominent part which she has played in this 
year’s finance as shown at the outset by her taking up the 
entire rupee loan and later in the handling of the banking 
crisis. The wise and public-spirited attitude which the 
Bank of Bengal has adopted in this anxious period has, 
I am pleased to see, been generally recognised and appre¬ 
ciated, and 1 may congratulate Calcutta itself on the 
steadiness and absence of panic which has been shown 
throughout; it is a welcome testimony to the underlying 
soundness of your commercial finance. The institution 
which it is the custom to describe as a State bank has 
not yet been brought into being, and I do not venture to 
hazard an opinion as to whether it ever will, but that 
does not mean that Government maintain an attitude of 
entire aloofness on occasions like the present. We have 
in fact been working in close touch with the Bank of 
Bengal throughout and as you know have placed the 
Bank in possession, free of interest, of an unusually large 
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supply of funds in order to enable it to assist, witliin cer¬ 
tain limits, such banks as require and can reasonably 
claim its aid. We are also props rod, if necessity arises, 
temporarily to provide the Bank with further funds on 
the loan terms recently approved by the Secretary of 
State and publicly announced; and these terms, I may 
remark, will leave the Bank free to place at the disposal 
of trade the whole of any such special addition to its 
resources during the period for which any such loan is 
current. I have heard it said that since the Government 
of India left Calcutta they have censed to care for its 
interests, and I venture to think that the attitude we have 
adopted during this banking crisis is evidence to the 
contrary. 

I should like to call (lie railway administration as 
another witness for the defence. For the present year 
Calcutta railways hare been provided with as much 
capital ns they can conveniently spend. For the nexl 
year (1914-15) in the programme which has been sub¬ 
mitted to the Secretary of State we have provided for 
expenditure on open line works and rolling stock for the 
railways centering in Calcutta the very large sum of 
Us. 7 ; [- crores out of a total of Its. IS crores. This, Gentle¬ 
men, is more than one-third of the whole of the funds 
available in the programme for 1914-15 for all the rail¬ 
ways in India and is proportionately a larger sum than 
has ever been allotted to the railways centering in Cal¬ 
cutta. The justification for this large sum being spent 
next year and further sums in ensuing years rests mainly 
on the confidence that I and the Government of India 
have in the commercial ability and enterprise of the 
loading firms in Calcutta. Recognising the difficulties 
that have had to be contended with in regard to railway 
transport during the last year, we feel sure that the 
fullest advantage will be taken of the improved railway 
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facilities which are being provided at heavy cost to 
develop trade and that the increased railway receipts 
consequent thereon will fully justify the expenditure. 

But this is not all. To the .figures I have just given 
must be added a further sum of some Its. 60 lakhs that 
we are providing for the Lower Ganges Bridge, a work 
which will be completed in 1915 and which has been in 
active progress for the last three years and which alone 
will cost Government when complete Rs. 4| or ores. In 
urging that Government should find the funds to con¬ 
st ruet this bridge the commercial coin in unity of Calcutta 
took a very loading part, and as it is now certain that 
the opening of this bridge will lead to a very large de¬ 
velopment of trade, I would like to congratulate the 
commercial community of Calcutta on their foresight 
in so strongly urging that it should be built. 

But T have still some more to say about what is being 
done, to develop Calcutta trade. The Third wan-Howrah 
Chord has been sanctioned and Rs. 40 lakhs have been 
allotted for expenditure on it next year, in addition to 
the funds provided for this year, work having already 
been begun on it. Then surveys have been practically 
completed for an extension on the Ben gal-Nagpur Rail¬ 
way from Bishenpur to Howrah and designs drawn out 
for a new bridge across the Hooghly near Ballv, the site 
for which has been finally settled with the consent of 
your Port Commissioners, and 1 do not anticipate that 
there will he much delay before the building of the bridge 
is put in hand. In the matter of railway construction by 
private enterprise Calcutta’s claims to consideration have 
been willingly acknowledged. One of your leading firms 
has recently jointly floated the Sara-Serajgunj Railway 
under a concession given by the Government of India, 
and another concession for a line from Burdwan to 
Cutwa lias also been granted to another firm, associated 
with whom I am glad to say has been an Indian gentle- 
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mill ! of marked ability and vsound knowledge of railway 
work. 

1 claim, Gentlemen, that the facts I have just stated 
»how without doubt that the change of capital has not 
affected the interests of Calcutta in any way in regard 
to the assistance Government is able to give willingly 
towards the development of the trade of the port. While 
Government is making such large efforts to develop your 
trade l am glad to know that steps are being taken to 
enable this future trade to be dealt with at your docks 
and other terminal arrangements. You are about to 
tackle this very difficult question, and I think I can fairly 
claim that the Government of India have gone out of 
their way to be helpful in lending you the services of 
Sir Henry Burt, for to tell you the truth, he is a difficult 
man to spare, and it was only after considerable hesitation 
and in special consideration for your difficulties and 
problems that 1 agreed to lend you his services at our 
temporary expense. I feel sure that by the help of the 
outside advice which you have now secured, coupled with 
the sound common,sense and business aptitude of the com¬ 
mercial men of Calcutta, a satisfactory solution will be 
found to remove existing difficulties, and you can rely on 
the Government of India assisting, as far as it reasonably 
can, in helping towards this solution. As regards other 
projects or schemes of development connected with Cal¬ 
cutta that may in the future come before me and the 
Government of India, I can assure the members of the 
Corporation that they will he considered in no narrow 
spirit, but broadly upon their merits and in co-ordination 
with the requirements of other parts of India. 

Before concluding let me say how deeply touched 
Lady Hardinge and T. were by your friendly thought of 
making a gift to her on this occasion and how grateful we 
both are for your acceptance of her wishes in connection 
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with it and for your generous donation to the Dufferin 
Zenana Hospital. There are no institutions in which she 
takes a deeper interest than those of which the object is 
to help ami alleviate the sufferings of her own sex. I 
thank you again very warmly for your kindly welcome 
and good wishes towards Lady Hardinge and myself* 

ADDRESS FROM ALL-INDIA TEMPERANCE LEAGUE. 

I'Otli Dee, [A deputation from the above League, headed by the Jfon’ble 
j) r Deva Prosad Sarvadhikary and the Bisliop of Calcutta pre¬ 
sented an address to the Viceroy on the morning of the 26th De¬ 
cember in the Throne Room at Government House, Calcutta, 
and which was as follows: — 

Dii. Sarvadiukauy : 

Tour Excellency ,— Calcutta is proud and rejoices once again 
to have an opportunity of extending loyal and cordial welcome 
to its much endeared Viceroy, and the hearty enthusiasm of that 
welcome is accentuated and augmented by the complete restora¬ 
tion of Your Excellency’s health, shattered under circumstances 
painful to recall and humiliating to contemplate. Fervent and 
united prayers of this great city wont up to the footstool of the 
All Preserver’s throne on that fateful afternoon for saving Your 
Excellency’s valuable life and India’s fair fame and reputation, 
and tho city is supremely grateful that its supplication seconding 
Lady Hardin go’s sublime devotion found the grace of response. 

The calls on Your Excellency’s time during your short sojourn 
hero are numerous and manifold, and we have therefore taken 
the liberty of suggesting that by way of economising time our 
necessarily long and complex representation should be taken as 
rend. The representation was decided on at the ninth All- 
India Temperance Conference at Bankipore, at which, as Presi¬ 
dent of tho Calcutta Temperance Federation, I bad the honour 
of presiding. Thi’s is my only title to present to Your Excellency 
a deputation consisting of so many personages of distinction and 
prominence. Our representation closely follows tho lines of tho 
representation made to the Secretary of State the summer before 
last. The deputation is the outcome of His Lordship’s sugges¬ 
tion in reply, that Your Excellency’s Government should bo 
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approached for fuller consideration of tin details affecting the 
situation, Owing to the state of Your Excellency’s health we 
refrained from pressing on Your Excellency’s attention the reso¬ 
lution of the 13ankipore Conference regarding the deputation till 
a favourable opportunity arose, and Hhis was afforded when 
Your Excellency was more than graciously pleased to grant mo 
an interview at Simla last summer, and agreed to receive the 
deputation here. 

Of those from India who had the honour of joining the deputa¬ 
tion to Lord Crewe are present hero the Rev. Herbert Anderson 
(than whom none lias worked harder and more whole-heartedly 
and effectively in the cause) and myself. The Hon hie Mr. 
Gokhale, properly our chief spokesman on the occasion, is un¬ 
fortunately away on account of his bad health, and other pro 
minent temperance workers are engaged in the tenth All- India 
Temperance Conference which meets immediately at Karachi 
Many more would have gladly joined the deputation but for the 
need of limiting the number. 

Our representation has been prepared in consultation with 
leading Temperance Organisations all over India and the Anglo- 
Indian Temperance Association of England, which always accords 
us hearty and substantial help. It has been a genuine pleasure 
to us all to recognise and appreciate the growing good relations 
between Temperance workers and Excise authorities and tho 
steady though slow progress of reform. There is indeed a section 
of our workers whose advanced views do not find place in our 
representation, views in which many of us share but which we 
refrain from urging because they may be considered unpfacti :d 
and possibly extreme. Temperance workers all have to rooogn tv 
the need of temperance and moderation in all directions, and 
they are fully encouraged in view of tho promising reciprocity 
on the part of responsible authorities. They also recognise that 
not the Government alone but the people in their homes and their 
Society and the Educational authorities have considerable undis* 
fcMrged duties about which popular feeling and public opinion remain 
to bo educated. Towards this ud they determine to strive. 

In the meantime it is a great encouragement and gratifica¬ 
tion to us that some of our long outstanding and pressing sug¬ 
gestions have been forestalled, and with Your Excellency’s aid 
and co-operation our popular and sympathetic Governor, Lord 
Carmichael, has been able to give us the first instalment of relief 
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in the shape of a Licensing Board with Executive Powers on 
which Temperance views are to have partial representation. We 
Welcome this as a series of real, reforms that in the near future 
are to grow from more to more. When Your Excellency’s Gov¬ 
ernment and the various provincial governments with will, zeal 
and discretion, with proper weapons in hand, set about work the 
public will be saved and the publican spared. Lord Crewe’s 
imagery about the <( tangled forest” will prove a fabled myth 
and be turned into a pleasant glade, with determined pioneer 
achievements, in a land where drink and drugs are alike con¬ 
demned by Moslems, Hindoos, Jains, Buddhists and Brahmas, 
where no questions of vested interest arise that trouble other 
lands and people and where the real needs of the minority can 
he adequately guarded by a resourceful Government without 
unduly sacrificing the larger and claimant public interests. For 
such a Dawn we expectantly wait, and it is Your Excellency’s 
proud and glorious privilege to take the initiative in the opening- 
out of a brighter and more hopeful epoch in the annals of British 
Indian Bade, as Your Excellency has already done in the domains 
of Education and of Indian interests abroad and many others 
unnecessary now to recapitulate. 


The Bishop of Calcutta. : 

lour Excellency ,—Our deputation appreciates very highly 
Your Excellency’s kindness in granting us this interview, and we 
are sincerely grateful for the favourable opportunity thus afforded 
us of laying before Your Excellency considerations which wo 
believe to be of importance on the question of the growth of the 
drink and drug habit throughout India. We know quite well 
what careful attention this grave subject has received, and is 
continually receiving, from Your Excellency’s Government, and 
we desire in the strongest way to affirm that we come hero as 
fellow-workers with them in th<> great cause of the promotion of 
temperance in this land, and not in any spirit whatever of oppo¬ 
sition or captious criticism. This position is the more easy for 
us to take up because Your Excellency has shown by abundant 
and unmistakable proofs that you are genuinely desirous of 
associating the people and unofficial communities of the country, 
in all feasible and suitable ways, with your Government in 
matters of administration, and in the consideration and practical 
promotion of the many schemes of a beneficial and progressive 
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nature which are at the present time engrossing so much of Your 
Excellency’s time and thought. 

It is, then, as genuine colleagues —so far as we may venture 
to claim that position —and fellow-workers in this cause that we 
are here. 

At the same time wo do believe that there are points of view, 
possibly of extreme importance and most practical bearing, which 
it is easier for those to grasp and value aright whose attention 
is, for the time, restricted to this one subject, and whose position 
towards it is not complicated by the entering in of a variety of 
other considerations, such as inevitably present themselves to tho 
mind of an official of Government who lias also to deal with 
questions of Revenue, and the many other interests which, on 
behalf of Government, he necessarily represents; and it is in this 
belief and to advance views thus reached that we have sought 
the privilege of this interview. 

Hie substance ol our contentions is contained in the printed 
statement which has already been submitted to Your Excellency, 
and We do not in the least desire now to go over that ground 
again. We merely desire to press home anew the extreme gra- 
\ ity of this question at the present most critical juncture in the 
history of this great land. 

It is a truism that India is passing through a time of transi¬ 
tion such as has not been known within her borders for many 
centuries. In manifold directions old things are passing away, 
a new life is coming to the birth. Such times are always and 
necessarily critical times, bringing with them their own dangers 
and temptations as well as their own splendid opportunities and 

possibilities. 

Of what vital importance, then, mfasfc it be to secure that 
amidst what is passing away, tho lover of India should not have 
to include that character for sobriety and for abstinence from 
all injurious use of intoxicating liquors, which has, on the whole, 
boon so ancient and honourable a feature of Indian life. The 
loss of this would indeed— as, we feel well assured, Your Excellency 
would recognise ‘every whit as fully as we can— be a terrible price 
to pay for progress and improvement in any other directions, be 
they never so great. 

Tho real wealth of a nation consists in tho strong, clean, 
temperate and healthy lives of i ts people —especially of its younger 
generations. It is in the most earnest desire to assist, to tho 
very utmost of our power, Your Excellency’s Government in 
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safeguarding this great asset ami minimising in every possible 
way the risks to which it is, at such a time as the present, neces¬ 
sarily t xposed in very high dogreo, that we have ventured to 
sock this interview with Your Excellency. 

Wo tender our most sincere thanks for the kim'lly and gracious 
manner in which our request lias been received, and it is our 
most earnest prayer that God may, in His mercy and goodness, 
guide, protect and assist Your Excellency now and at all times 
in dealing with this important and difficult question. 

His Excellency made the following reply ;—j 

1 thank you, Dr. Sarvadhikary, and you, My Lord 
Bishop, very cordially for the very kind and friendly 
references to myself and my Administration contained 
in your speeches introducing the deputation, and I can 
assure you, Gentlemen, that it gives me no little pleasure 
to receive your deputation to-day. I need hardly tell 
you that the object which you have at heart is one which 
has my cordial sympathy and aprpoval, and I should 
like at once to assure you that the Government of India, 
the Local Governments and Administrations, and their 
officials, arc unanimous with you in desiring to promote 
the cause of temperance in this country by all means 
within their powers. 

Your memorial, Gentlemen, appears to me to cover 
very much the same ground as a similar representation 
recently made to the Secretary of State by a deputation 
that waited upon him in July of last year. The Govern¬ 
ment of India have taken Die occasion to review the 
results of our excise policy since the changes introduced 
after consideration of the Report of the Excise Committee 
which was appointed in 1905. Local Governments and 
Administrations have been consulted upon the main 
questions raised in the memorial presented to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, and the Government of India will shortly 
be addressing the Secretary of State on the whole subject. 
Your deputation, therefore, lias waited on me at a 
specially opportune moment. 
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You call attention, in the first place, to the increase 
in revenue from excise duties and the increase in con¬ 
sumption of liquor and drugs which have taken place 
since 1905. I have carefully studied the portion of your 
memorial in which yon deal with this aspect of the case, 
and I am sure you will not attribute to me any desire to 
minimise the possible dangers of the present situation if 
I suggest that you appear to attach an excessive import¬ 
ance to increase in revenue as an indication of increase 
in consumption. There are many factors which make 
fluctuations in revenue a misleading measure of fluctua¬ 
tions in consumption. I desire to invite your close atten¬ 
tion to certain statistical tables which have been specially 
drawn up in this connection, copies of which are available 
for the use of the members of the deputation. An ex¬ 
amination of these statistics shows that during the last 
seven years,—that is, in the period that has elapsed since 
the revision of our excise arrangements which followed 
the Report of the Excise Committee of 1905-06, —while 
the revenue per proof gallon or seer from country spirits, 
from opium, and from hemp drugs, has increased by 
28, 26 and 46 per cent., respectively, the consumption of 
these articles per hundred of the population has in the 
case of country sp^irits increased by only 5 per cent., 
surely a comparatively insignificant figure. The con¬ 
sumption lias remained stationary in the case of opium; 
and in the case of hemp drugs it. has decreased by more 
than 8 per cent. Again, if we take the case of foreign 
liquors, while the total receipts from customs duty have 
Increased by over 29 per cent., the total imports have 
fallen off by about 6 per cent. It is true that during this 
period the recorded consumption of country spirits shows 
an increase of nearly 41 per cent. ; but I desire to draw 
attention to the fact that this increase is largely mislead¬ 
ing, since the recorded consumption increases with every 
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increase in the substitution of our central distillery system 
for the out still system, under which no record of con¬ 
sumption can be maintained. During the last seven 
years this process of substitution has occurred in very 
large areas. You are doubtless aware also that the sup¬ 
pression of illicit manufacture due to greater vigilance 
and more efficient, control, necessarily leads to an increase 
in the total recorded consumption. I am inclined to 
think, therefore, that the general position we have 
attained in connection with the consumption of in¬ 
toxicants in India is scarcely so alarming as your 
memorial would appear to suggest. At the same time 
the matter undoubtedly merit.- the close attention of 
Government, with a view to measures being taken to 
prevent any undue expansion of consumption. Our 
chief means for the attainment of this end has been a 
steady and judicious raising of the duties on all classes of 
intoxicants, accompanied by a reduction in the facilities 
for obtaining them. The duties have been substantially 
increased during the last seven years; and to this fact 
must for the most part he attributed the great rise in the 
excise revenue which you deplore; in fact, the rise of 
revenue is the effect of increased duties rather than the 
result of increased consumption. Large reductions have 
al the same time been made in the number of shops 
licensed to sell intoxicants, and, as the statistical tables 
will show you, the nett number of shops abolished during 
the last seven years reaches the striking total of 11,600 
These reductions have naturally caused an increase in 
the sales of shops, a fact to which you draw attention, 
though I am unable to discover that the increase is in 
any case as large as you suggest. But you will remem¬ 
ber that an important result of these reductions is neces¬ 
sarily that, besides offering less inducement to intemper¬ 
ance, there is less competition between the shops, less 
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tendency to force down prices in order to undersell rivals, 
fuller scope for the operation of high duties arid vend 
fees as items in the cost of production—all of which lead 
to a general rise in the retail price and a corresponding 
discouragement of consumption. The Local Governments 
are in fact constantly using their powers to increase the 
duties on intoxicants and to reduce the facilities for their 


sale. It may indeed fairly be claimed that the settled 
policy of the Government of India, of securing maximum 
taxation with a minimum of consumption, has been stead¬ 
ily kept in view and is being steadily kept in view. At 
the same time we cannot afford to forget that in India 
there is a practical limit to the amount by which the 
duties can be increased owing to the difficulty of prevent¬ 


ing illicit manufacture and smuggling. It would he easy 
to do lip-service to the cause of temperance by recklessly 
raising the duties and thus diminishing tire recorded con¬ 
sumption; hut it would be impossible in many areas to 
prevent the almost certain consequence of a more than 
corresponding increase in illicit consumption, which 
would be a far more serious evil in its effect on the health 
and morals of the people. 

The main requests affecting our excise administration 
which are contained in your statement are that the 


licensing functions of the administration should be sepa¬ 
rated from the revenue functions; that the powers and 
functions entrusted to local advisory committees should 


be reconsidered; and that; the fixed fee system or some 
similar system of licensing should be substituted for the 
auction system of vend of licenses. 1 entirely appreciate 
the spirit in which these suggestions have been put for¬ 
ward, and you need have no apprehension that I should 
misunderstand your action in stating your views to me 
with complete frankness. One of my motives in receiving 
your deputation was that you should be enabled to do so- 
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At the same time I cannot accept the assumption under¬ 
lying tile first of your .proposals, namely, that the desire 
to secure larger revenue is a. paramount motive in the 
mind of revenue officers when dealing with questions of 
excise. Your contention is that such a result must follow 
as an inevitable consequence of the combination of the 
dual functions in one officer. I think you overlook the 
high ideals which have always animated the officers of 
Government in their care for the true interests of the 
people entrusted to their charge. The Collector is 
responsible as Magistrate for the peace and sobriety of 
his district: this is his primary duty; the revenue inter¬ 
ests of Government, important as they are, must come 
end do come after if. 1 can find no evidence that officers 
aim at securing a large*excise revenue through an in¬ 
creased consumption of intoxicants, or that tlmv receive 
any encouragement, to do so from their superiors. Such 
a procedure would be contrary to the whole spirit of 
British administration in India. I cannot, therefore, 
regard Mrs objection to the present system as in itself a 
ground for the* adoption of your second proposal that 
wider executive powers should be entrusted to advisory 
committees. Do not, however, think that I am not in 
sympathy with your desire to see an eventual develop¬ 
ment of local control. You will agree with me, however, 
that the introduction of such an important change in our 
administration is one which requires very careful ex¬ 
amination and should not he embarked upon by Govern¬ 
ment unless they are very sure that the time is ripe. I 
doubt myself whether the moment has yet arrived, at 
least, so far as the greater part of India is concerned, for 
entrusting wider executive control to local committees. 
At .the same time I think it very desirable that Local 
Governments and Administrations should make free rise 
of these committees and that they should be as repre- 
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sentative as possible. Substantial progress lias been made 
in achieving this ideal. In this connection 1 attach 
great importance to the interesting experiment, which 
you have been kind enough to attribute to my influence, 
but which has in fact been initiated by the Government 
of Bengal, of establishing licensing boards in Calcutta 
and its suburbs and in Howrah and Bally. The results 
of this experiment will be very carefully watched, and, 
should it prove successful, I think the way will be cleared 
for a similar experiment in other large towns also. 
Meanwhile it seems to me that it would' be unwise to 
attempt to hasten a movement which has developed and 
is developing naturally on healthy lines of its own. 
Such a course might lead to results very different to that; 
which you desire. Cases, for instance, have occurred in 
which tlie intervention of the executive authorities has 
been necessary to prevent an actual increase in the num¬ 
ber of liquor shops being effected by an advisory com¬ 
mittee. Nor do I think it possible to lay down any 
general instructions concerning the constitution of these 
committees: that is a matter which must clearly he left 
to the discretion of the Local Governments concerned. 

I have read with interest your remarks concerning the 
auction system of vend which for many years past has 
formed one of the most controversial questions connected 
with the excise policy of the Government of India. The 
main objection usually urged against the auction system 
is that if may result in the license fee being in effect too 
high, and consequently forming an inducement to ths 
licensee to press sales and to indulge in malpractices in 
order to increase consumption, and recoup himself. The 
alternative fixed fee system, on the other band, while 
involving the acceptance of a lower license fee, tends to 
create vested interests. One of these two difficulties is 
inherent in practically any system of licensing, and it is 
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a matter of extreme difficulty to decide — indeed it can 
only be decided by experiment- — which is the best type 
of system for a country such as India. You will, remem¬ 
ber that in 1907 Lord Morley, who had a lifelong know¬ 
ledge of and interest in temperance questions, in replying 
in England to a deputation similar to your own, empha¬ 
sised this difficulty, — the immense difficulty of deciding 
upon what b the best system of licensing the sale of 
liquor. Both the auction and the fixed fee systems have 
theoretical disadvantages and it is not easy to decide by 
which the cause of temperance may best he served. You 
remark that the system now in force in Bombay does not 
compel the license-holder to push his trade and sell the 
maximum amount of liquor or drug possible during the 
period of his holding the license, in cases, no doubt, 
where tin* licensee lias paid too much for his license in 
relation to its true value, he may be tempted to press 
consumption unduly; but J am afraid that human nature 
is never averse to gain and it would he rash to assume 
that because a man has paid a small fee for his license 
he will not wish to see his customers consume and pay 
for the largest possible quantity of liquor. As I said 
just now, this question appears to me one which can only 
be finally decided by experiment. Hitherto it cannot be 
said that experience has been decisive. According to 
information contained in the Excise Administration 
Report, of the Bengal Presidency for 1912-13, in certain 
districts a reduction in the license fees on country spirits 
during the year was followed by an increase in the con¬ 
sumption of such spirits. We. know also that the trial 
of the fixed fee system in certain selected districts of the 
Punjab in substitution for the auction system a few years 
ago was accompanied bv an increased consumption. An 
experiment, however, is now in progress on a -larger scale 
from which we may except more conclusive results. The 
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Government of India on the representation of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Bombay sanctioned in 1911 the introduction 
of the fixed fee system in that Presidency as an experi 
mental measure. It is reported that the working of the 
system Juts so far been attended with a fair measure of 
success, but it is too early yet to draw a general and 
decisive conclusion* I cannot at the moment say more 
than that the Government of India do not regard this 
question as closed. They are watching the Bombay 
experiment with close interest and should its results 
prove satisfactory, they will consider the advisability of 
suggesting to other Local Governments that similar ex¬ 
periments might be initiated in suitable areas within their 
provinces. 

With regard to your complaint that drink and drug 
shops are occasionally located on undesirable sites, T 
would remind you that instructions have already been 
issued to the local authorities to adhere as closely as 
possible to the rules which have been laid down on the 
subject, and I see no reason to doubt that this will lead to 
the gradual abandonment of undesirable sites in the 
future. 

I have already referred to the large reductions which 
have been made in the number of shops for the sale of 
intoxicants of all kinds. Statement III of the statements 
which have been supplied to you shows that there hnr 
been a slight increase in tbo number of foreign liquor 
shops. A large portion of this increase, however, is due 
chiefly to improvements in our system, whereby licenses 
are now insisted on in the case of bars, canteens, etc., 
for which they were not previously required. In other 
cases the reductions have been considerable. 

You have very rightly drawn attention to the import- 
aneo of restricting the hours of sale to reasonable hours. 
There is no doubt that early opening and late closing 
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tend to increased consumption. But much has already 
been done by the Local Governments to check this ten¬ 
dency by reducing the hours, and such further measures 
us may bo practicable, bearing in mind the reasonable 
needs of the people, will be taken to secure still further 
reductions. 

In regard to your suggestion that the influence of the 
Education Department should he utilised to secure tem¬ 
perance teaching in schools, I understand that m tbo 
majority of the larger provinces School Readers already 
contain such lessons. But, as you observe, the necessity 
of temperance teaching in schools and colleges does not 
really exist in India so far as discouraging intemperance 
amongst the students is concerned, the Government 
of India addressed Local Governments on this subject in 
1907, and declared that it would be sufficient if the sub¬ 
ject of intemperance were dealt with in a few sensible 
lessons in the sanctioned Readers. The Local Govern¬ 
ments have kept this suggestion steadily in mind. 

I am in sympathy with your suggestion to provide 
counter-attractions to intemperance, and I am ready to 
bring your suggestions on this head to the notice of Local 
Governments for such action as may be feasible. It 
seems to me, however, that some of the detailed recoin* 
mendations which you have made on this point—for in¬ 
stance, the dissemination of temperance leaflets, and the 
Hke_relate to matters in which action might more appro¬ 

priately he taken by the organisations which you represent 
than by Government; and I commend this proposal to 
your earnest consideration. I also agree with you in 
attaching importance to the maintenance of as accurate 
and complete statistics as possible of the consumption of 
liquors and drugs, so as to secure a true measure of the 
position from time to time in this country, and it is a 
question to which the Excise Department give constant 
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attention. Statistics of the consumption of intoxicating 
articles can, however, be maintained by the Department 
only in so far as'data are readily a vailable. Those we 
publish are reasonably accurate so far as the consump¬ 
tion of the chief intoxicants is concerned. It is true 
that no statistics of the consumption of outstill country 
spirit or of toddy and other country fermented liquors 
are available; but; the outstill system is now universally 
regarded as obsolete, and is being gradually and con¬ 
sistently ousted by the distillery system. In the case of 
toddy and other country, fermented liquors it is clearly 
impossible to obtain any reliable statistics of consump¬ 
tion without an undue amount of interference with the 
consumers and vendors. In any case, these liquors are 
generally of low strength and much less deleterious than 
spirit. You are correct in asserting that the distribution 
of imported liquors between different provinces has not. 
hitherto been accurately known; but statistics of their 
sale in each province are now furnished in the provincial 
Excise Reports in accordance with the instructions issued 
b^ the Government of India in 1911. To minimise illicit 
consumption, the extent of which cannot in the nature 
of things be accurately ascertained, the excise establish¬ 
ments of all provinces have also lately been, or are being, 
strengthened and revised. 

Your anxiety that attempts to make drink harder or 
more expensive to obtain may drive consumers into more 
deleterious drug habits, is one which for long has been 
the concern of my Government. Under present condi¬ 
tions, however, it cannot he said that either opium or 
hemp drugs or potable liquors (country or foreign) com¬ 
pete successfully with each other; and you will find that 
this is borne out in the statistical tables which I have 
handed to von. As to roenine, I and my Government 
have for some time past regarded the serious increase in 
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(he use of that dangerous drug with the gravest anxiety, 
and we, together with the Local Administrations, have 
devoted much attention to the problem of its prevention. 
Within the last eighteen months legislation has been 
passed or initiated in several provinces greatly increasing 
the penalties for unlawful dealings in it with a view to 
render punishments more deterrent. Very special efforts 
have been made by our preventive officers to detect cocaine 
offences, and in spite of the fact that the drug is capable 
of being very easily smuggled, these efforts have, I am 
glad to say, met with a considerable measure of success. 
But the most efficient method of checking the illicit trade 
in this drug, which unfortunately is now a feature of 
several great ports of India, lies in the imposition of 
control over its manufacture and sale in the countries of 
production. You are no doubt aware of the part which 
the Government of India have taken in the recent Opium 
Conferences at the Hague with the object of designing 
international control over such manufacture and sale. It 
is hoped in this way to make it difficult to bring out to 
India large quantities of the drug, which offers, owing 
to the very high price at which it sells, an irresistible 
temptation to smuggling and illicit possession. The Gov- 
eminent of India, I may add, have no revenue interest 
whatever in the traffic in cocaine, which, as you are aware, 
can only be obtained from abroad. 

I have put freely before you, Gentlemen, recognising 
the important and representative nature of this deputa¬ 
tion, what Government are doing, and are prepared to 
do, to control the consumption of drink and drugs in 
India. But you must remember that there are natural 
forces outside Government’s control which are making 
for indulgence in intoxicants in this country. The popu¬ 
lation, agricultural and industrial alike, is becoming 
increasingly prosperous. "VVe observe, too, in India the 
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beginnings of a tendency, of which the development is 
giving much anxiety in Western countries, for the people 
to' flow from the rural districts into the towns where 
drinking habits are far more rife. An even more import¬ 
ant influence, perhaps, is the gradual relaxation of social 
and religious restrictions on drinking. Were Govern¬ 
ment, therefore, to adopt extreme measures of restriction, 
or to endeavour fo force the pace unduly upon the path 
which they have marked out for themselves, there would 
be the gravest danger of creating a stimulus to illicit 
manufacture and consumption which might lead to a 
general breakdown of control. My Government and 
Local Administrations will not relax their steady policy 
of watchfulness and of restriction based on practical 
expedients for checking excessive consumption. In our 
endeavours, Gentlemen, I am glad to hear from you 
that we may be assured of your sympathetic co-opera¬ 
tion. Government can do much, and our efforts will not 
be spared; but I cannot better conclude what I have to 
say to you to-day than by borrowing from your memo¬ 
rial a sentence with which 1 am in the fullest agreement 
— “ Real reform must come from among the people 
themselves.” 


ADflRESS FROM BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION, BENGAL 
PRESIDENCY MOSLEM LEAGUE, IMPERIAL LEAGUE, 
BENGAL NATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, MAR- 
WARl ASSOCIATION, INDIAN ASSOCIATION AND 
BENGAL LANDHOLDERS^ ASSOCIATION. 

[On the morning of the 26th December His Excellency the 26th Dec. 
Viceroy received at Government House, Calcutta, a deputation 1913. 
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representing the above Associations, which presented the follow¬ 
ing address road by the Maharaja of Burdwan. 

May it please Your Excellency, —We, on behalf of the different 
Associations representing the interests of the various Indian 
Communities in Calcutta and in this Presidency, beg to accord 
Your Excellency and Her Excellency Lady Hardinge a cordial 
and respectful welcome on your visit to Calcutta. 

hi 1st we look back with horror and shame at the dastardly 
outrage on Your Excellency’s person about this time last year at 
Delhi, we remember with feelings of the deepest gratitude how 
troin that sick-bed which all. India was watching with expectant 
interest and anxiety Your Excellency delivered that noble mes¬ 
sage declaring Your Excellency’s unchangeable affection for the 
people of India and unalterable determination to follow that 
policy of conciliation and co-operation which has won for Your 
Excellency the love, the esteem and the affectionate gratitude 
of the poople. 

V.our Excellency s broad-mindedness and sympathy towards 
thi' legitimate aspirations of our people have already enthroned 
^our Lordship in their hearts, and the righteous indignation 
which Your Excellency expressed at the treatment of Indians, in 
South Africa has evoked the unstinted gratitude and admiration 
of millions of our countrymen. There is no doubt that Your 
Excellency’s noble words of sympathy and encouragement have 
helped materially to allay the sense of excitement and uneasiness 
which had filled our hearts. 

In conclusion, we trust that Your Excellency will continue to 
tor! an abiding interest in t)i<> welfare of our great city—the 
cradle of the British Power in India. We desire to assure Your 
Excellency of the whole-hearted and devoted loyalty of our people 
to the British Throne, and of our firm belief that the destinies 
of this great country are indissolubly bound up with those of 
that mighty Empire to which we have the good fortune to belong 
ami the full measure of Avhose citizenship we aspire to. It is our 
earnest hope and prayer that the stay of Your Excellency and 
Her Excellency Lady Hardinge in Calcutta may be pleasant and 
that Your Excellencies may carry back kindly reminiscences of 
our city and our people. 
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Hw Excellency replied as follows: — j 
Your address bears witness that you Lave come here 
to-day, not to urge upon my attention any grievance, not 
to press upon me any request, and not to ask from me 
any promise, but just to welcome Lady Hardiuge and me 
to Calcutta, to say you are pleased to see us, to congra¬ 
tulate me upon my providential escape last year and my 
restoration to health, and to thank me for the attitude 1 
have adopted towards the aspirations and interests of the 
great country over whose destinies the King-Emperor has 
set me to rule. Nor, again, have you come as representing 
any particular section of the Indian community of Bengal 
and Calcutta, but 1 think I may claim with justice that 
your various associations represent all sections. Such a 
welcome as this is one which any man might well be 
proud to receive, and 1 can only thank you from the 
bottom of my heart for thus uniting to give us so friendly 
a reception, and for the kind and appreciative language 
in which you have couched your address. I have still 
nearly two years before me before my course in India is 
run, and in Unit period, if the future may be judged by 
fhe present or the past, I have many toilsome days before 
me, many difficulties to overcome, and troublesome pro¬ 
blems to solve. As you know, there is at present one 
upon which we all feel deeply, but for which I am still 
hopeful that an equitable solution may be found, and I 
feel that I ought to take this opportunity of saying what 
great importance I attach to the recognition by the 
leaders of fhe Indians in South Africa of the Commission 
appointed by the Government of the Union. The fact 
that a public and judicial enquiry will be held by a Com¬ 
mission, of whom the President is a Judge of Appeal and 
universally esteemed and respected, to investigate the 
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allegations that have been made, to enquire into their 
causes, and to make recommendations, presents an oppor¬ 
tunity that the Indians have not had before to submit to 
the verdict of the world the justice of their grievances. 
I cannot urge too strongly upon the leaders the urgency 
of accepting the Commission and of setting to work at 
once to prepare their case for submission to it. The 
Government of India feel such deep interest in the result 
of this Commission that we have appointed a distinguished 
official, Sir Benjamin Robertson, whom I think many 
of you know, to he present before the Commission as the 
Representative of the Government of India. This is one 
of those anxious problems to which I have just referred, 
but all these difficulties and problems mean a just and 
right adjudication between conflicting interests, in the 
decision of which, in the very nature of things, satisfac¬ 
tion cannot be given to all. But as in the past so in the 
future it will be my constant endeavour to bring to my 
task a spirit of fairness and just dealing with a true 
sense of duty and responsibility; and if, when I come to 
lay down the reins, I can feel that your sentiments 
continue to be such as those you have expressed to-day, 
I shall indeed be a happy man. 

I thank you very warmly for your cordial words of 
welcome to Lady Hardinge and myself; I readily assure 
you that I shall always take the deepest interest m your 
Presidency and in this city, where I have spent so many 
happy days, and I shall not fail to communicate to His 
Most Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor your express¬ 
ions of loyalty and devotion to Jus Throne. 

SPECIAL CONVOCATION OF THE CALCUTTA 
UNIVERSITY. 

[On Friday afternoon tlio 26th of December a special Con¬ 
vocation of the Calcutta University was held in the Throne 
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Boom at Government House, Calcutta, tor the purpose of pre¬ 
senting an address of welcome to the Viceroy and for the confer- 
moat of Honorary Degrees. 

The address, which was read by the Vice-Chancellor, was as 
follows: — 

May it please Your Excellency, — In availing ourselves of the 
privilege, graciously accorded to us, of approaching Your Ex¬ 
cellency with ar. address of welcome, we— the Members of the 
beaut 1 ' of the University of Calcutta—feel urged before every¬ 
thing to give expression to the deep heart-felt satisfaction which 
we experience in once again seeing before us our beloved Viceroy 
restored to full health and strength. Wo are unwilling to refer 
to the disastrous things that have happened since Your Ex¬ 
cellency last presided at a Convocation of ours: lot not the 
dark shadow of what now is past and overcome intrude upon the 
’light present! But wo think it right and proper to give on our 
part somo brief expression to feelings which connect themselves 
with those sad occurrences. We feel devoutly grateful to a 
benign Providence which has preserved to us a life of inestirn- 
i' ><* wiluo and has mercifully saved India from what might have 
>eeome an indelible stain on her fame. And our hearts are filled 
with the deepest admiration of that wonderful strength of mind 
winch during a long period of severe suffering never failed Your 
Excellency, of that high magnanimity which prompted you. in 
the midst of great anguish of body and mind, to declare that 
mthing would ever shake your firm resolve to devote all your 
powers to the furtherance of India’s welfare. These are im¬ 
perishable memories indeed, and associated with them there will 
lor ever dwell in India s mind the image of your noble consort 
supporting you in darkest moments with such heroic fortitude, 
such incomparable self-control. The spectacle of a great cala¬ 
mity being borne and conquered in so grand a spirit not only 
endears the sufferers to the people’s hearts; it also tends power¬ 
fully to strengthen their confidence and pride in their rulers, 
and thus serves to draw closer the bonds of a seasoned loyalty. 

But we owe a more special welcome to Your Excellency as the 
( hancellor of this Unfversity. Wo remember with sincere grati¬ 
tude the help which we so far have received from Your Excellency, 
and we cherish the confident hope that such help will not fail us 
in the future. Our University continues to be in the throes of a 
deep and iar- reaching transformation—a transformation moving 
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on linos explicitly indicated by the Indian lTniversiti.es Act, ai»<rl 
moreover unmistakably and forcibly suggested by the actual 
needs of Calcutta and Bengal in the sphere of higher post¬ 
graduate teaching. We need not state details with which Yom 
Excellency is fully acquainted; all the progress made so fur 
would indeed have been impossible had we not enjoyed the good 
fortune of working under n Chancellor so keenly aware of the 
demands ol the time and animated by so sincere a sympathy 
with the intellectual aspirations of the people. A beginning lias 
been made under the most favourable auspices, but the main 
part ol the work remains to be accomplished and to that end the 
constant co-operation of Government will be absolutely indispens¬ 
able. We hero have in view, not only financial assistance, 
though this is no doubt the most urgent and pa tent want 'of the 
moment, but also that co-operation which depends on the free 
going-out of sympathy and the full-hearted approval of aims 
and ideals. Co-operation of this kind is needed not only for the 
direct furtherance of our undertaking, but also to impress on the 
community at largo the importance of the work in which we are 
engaged and the confidence that it will he steadily continued and 
carried on to ever higher issues. The aims of the present Uni¬ 
versity movement are strictly academical: we desire to promote 
among our countrymen higher intellectual culture and the love 
and pursuit of learning and research. But at the same time we 
are fully aware that any advance in knowledge cannot fail to have 
wide-reaching effects extending far beyond the sphere of the 
pure intellect, and wo trust that the new University for which 
wo are working will, under wise and cautious guidance, prove 
powerfully instrumental towards the general moral, social and 
economic progress of the people of lion gal, perhaps the whole of 
India. It is the consciousness of the mighty interests involved, 
of our high aims and correspondingly high responsibilities, which 
urges, nay compels us, to claim the assistance—assistance in the 
fullest sense of the term of our Chancellor and the Government 
of India. The foundations have been laid under Your Excellency's 
auspices, and it is our fervent wish that before the time will come 
when you may have to bid us farewell, the new structure may have 
risen to a stately height, standing before the world as a recognised 
centre of high intellectual activity. 

His Excellency made the following reply:—] 

It is a great pleasure to me to meet once more the 
Senate of the Calcutta University. 






UWtSTffy 


jjecche# by 1.1, &. Lout Huntinge of Penstiurst. 219 


<SL 


Special Convocation of the (Jolcuttu Univeinity. 

\ am indeed grateful to you for the very kind terms 
m which you have referred to Lady Hard in ge and myself 
in your address of welcome, and 1 appreciate warmly 
Hie kindly thought which prompted you to present me 
with it. 1 shall always value very highly this excep¬ 
tional compliment coming, as it does, from a seat of 
learning of which 1 am proud to be the Chancellor. It 
was a source of profound regret to me that the state of 
my health precluded me from being present at Convoca¬ 
tion last March, but J am very pleased indeed that it 
has been possible to hold a Convocation during my brief 
slay iu this city. And 1 think you will agree with me 
that this is a somewhat remarkable Convocation in the 
annals of the Calcutta University, for we are met 
together with the purpose, among others, of doing honour 
to a very distinguished group of persons. Knowledge 
and Science are cosmopolitan, and we have exacted 
tribute from far distant and far different countries to 
secure for our young men the teaching and leading of 
scholars of acknowledged genius and world-wide repu¬ 
tation in the various subjects which they profess. 

\\ e have reason to be well satisfied that our University 
should have been able to attract men of such brilliant 
accomplishments, and we owe a debt of gratitude to our 
Vice-Chancellor for the successful efforts he lias made to 
this end, and I for one feel sure that there are not a few 
of our students who, iu the days to come, will recognise 
with gratitude that they owe a broader outlook, a deeper 
insight and a greater depth of culture to the intellectual 
stimulus of contact with master minds such as these. 

.But; we are not limiting our attentions to those who 
come from afar, and there is one who is giving the best 
years of his life to India, and two who are Indian born 
and bred whom we are proud to honour at the same 
time iu recognition of their pre-eminence in the realms 
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°f Science, Law and Literature respectively. Upon the 
modest brow of the last of these the Nobel prize has but 
lately set the laurels of a world-wide recognition, and 
I can only hope that the retiring disposition of our Ben¬ 
gali. poet will forgive us for thus dragging him into 
publicity once more and recognise with due resignation 
that he must endure the penalties of greatness. I value 
very highly the privilege that has fallen to my lot of 
conferring Honorary Degrees upon such an eminent 
group of learned scholars and authors. 

It is no exaggeration when you say that I take great 
interest in the University of which I have the honour to 
be Chancellor, and that I am animated by a sincere 
sympathy with the intellectual aspirations of the people. 
You have dwelt at some length in your address on the 
new functions which our University is undertaking in 
connection with higher studied. You ask from me and 
from my Government constant co-operation, free sym 
pathy with, and full approval of, your aims and efforts, 
and assistance in the fullest sense of the term. Of such 
co-operation and sympathy 1 do not think we have shown 
ourselves wanting, and I readily agree that financial 
assistance is the most urgent and patent need of the 
moment. Of this you have received no small amount 
during the term of my Chancellorship. In that period 
my Government has made you grants amounting to 12 
lakhs non-recurring, and Rs. 68,000 a year recurring, 
thus making a considerable addition to the total annual 
contribution of the Government of India to the Calcutta 
University. I am sorry to say that I am not at present 
in a position to say whether we shall be able to increase 
this sum. As you are no doubt aware, the financial sky 
at present is not so bright as it was this time last year. 
This much I can however say, that the claims of the 
new Universities will not exclude the claims of Calcutta 
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University when funds are available for the development 
along approved lines of the teaching and residential 
system .and of research work, which enlightened opinion 
now accepts as desirable. It is necessary, however, to 
proceed cautiously in drawing up new schemes for an in¬ 
stitution which, as you rightly snv, will affect the moral, 
social and economic progress of the people of Bengal, 
and perhaps of the whole of India. My Government has 
already received proposals from the University iff a very 
extensive character, and we are anxiously considering 
what, in the light of experience both here and elsewhere, 
are the lines on which it will he most profitable to ad¬ 
vance. The general policy has been laid down in broad 
principles in the Government of India Resolution of the 
21st February last. The application of broad principles 
to practical conditions is a matter calling for much 
knowledge, experience and patient, investigation, espe¬ 
cially in a country so circumstanced as India. I have 
no doubt, howevdr, that in the fulness of time our 
University, thanks to the gifts of generous donors like 
Sir T. Falit and Dr. Rashbehary Ghosh and the assist¬ 
ance of Government, will become a centre of far-radiating 
influence for the higher education of the territories with¬ 
in the academic jurisdiction. I wish you, Senate of the 
Calcutta University, every good wish, and I can assure 
you that I and my Government are not less interested 
than yourselves in all that pertains to the progress of 
education in the highest sense of that term, which in¬ 
cludes the formation of character, the cultivation of 
mind and the dissemination of an ever-widening influence 
of enlightenment. 
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2ftUi I Mw. [On Friday night the 26th of Decembei His Excellency Lord 
191^. Hardinge dined with tho members of the Calcutta Club. The 
dinner was held under a large .s hamiana, erected in the grounds of 
the Calcutta Club at No. 13, Russet Street. Sir Rajondra Nath 
Mookerjee, President of tin Club, presided, and covers were laid 
for about 120 i 11 all including the guests. His Excellency Lord 
Hardinge occupied a sent on the right and lTis Excellency Lord 
Carmichael on the loft hand side of tho President, 

After dinner the toast of His Majesty the King-EittpvMor was 
proposed by the President in felicitous terms and drunk with 
customary honours. 

Sir Rajondra Nath Mookerjee then proposed the toast of His 
Excellency the Viceroy, and in doing so he said: 

Your Excellency and Gentlemen ,—It is now my privilege and 
pleasing duty to propose the toast of His Excellency Lord 
Hardinge, the Viceroy and Governor-General of India. 

Although this is not the first occasion on which His Excellency 
has honoured the members of this Club with his presence as their 
guest, it is with feelings of unbounded pleasure that we welcome 
him to-night, as it gives us an opportunity, long desired, of per¬ 
sonally offering our congratulations on his miraculous escape 
last year from the hand of the assassin and of expressing our 
admiration and high esteem of His Excellency’s courage and 
devotion to duty during that most trying period. I merely ex¬ 
press the feelings of all in this large Empire when I offer our 
heart-felt congratulations to His Excellency and rejoice in his 
complete restoration to health. That dastardly attack has but 
served to proclaim with one voice— the voice of India — the regard 
and esteem in which Lord Hardinge is held. by all, and to forcibly 
impress upon us his striking personality, wi.se statesmanship and 
kindly disposition towards the people of India. These qualities 
wove conspicuous throughout His Excellency’s speech at the First 
Legislative Council Meeting in Delhi, and even the most biassed 
critic of His Excellency's policy could not but admit that His 
Excellency is possessed of those sterling qualities of heart and 
mind which could with an earnest devotion to duty uphold the 
good name and honourable character of the mighty British 
Empire. 

Gentlemen, this is not the place nor tho time, to touch on* 
politics, which are apt to controversy, but it is universally admit¬ 
ted that it is far more difficult to practise the art of conciliation 
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than the methods of autocracy. The spirit of conciliation denotes 
a noble character and admirably reflects the feelings of a kind and 
sincere man. That His Excellency is gifted with this noble 
virtue has been amply shown by Iris administration. 

that His Excellency Lord Hardinge recognises the usefulness 
of this Club is proved (if proof is needed) by His Excellency's 
presence here this evening and by Ins generous and handsome 
contribution to our building fund. 

Gentlemen, I am sure you will all unite with me in expressing 
our heart-felt, gratitude to His Excellency for his kindly and 
gracious interest ifl our Club, and as a token of our sincere con¬ 
gratulation on liis providential and miraculous escupe and for 
the complete restoration of his health, I ask yon to rise and 
dunk with the utmost warmth the health of Their Excellencies 
Lord and Lady Hardinge. May God bless them with long life 
and continued happiness and prosperity. 

The Viceroy replied ns follows:--] 

Gentlemen,—l am profoundly grateful to you all for 
the very kind way in which you have received the toast of 
my health, and I thank Sir ltajendrn Nath Hookerji very 
cordially for the extremely friendly terms in which it 
was proposed. 1 do feel genuine and sincere pleasure in 
enjoying once more your generous hospitality among 
so many friends, of whom there are some that I have not 
seen for nearly two years; and I am really glad to see 
them all again. At the same time let ine say what 
immense satisfaction it has been to me to hear of the 
success of this Club in promoting feelings of friendship 
and esteem between Europeans and Indians in this city. 
This object is, I need hardly say, one that I have very 
much at heart, for as Sir Rajendra Nath Mookerji ha's 
nghtly said Unity is Strength,” and it. is only by 
• lose union between Europeans and Indians, and by 
mutual understanding and appreciation that the many 
nnd difficult problems connected with the development 
•and progress of this Empire can be solved to the advan¬ 
tage of the people who live in it. We all have our faults, 
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and we must be mutually tolerant of our shortcomings 
and generous in our appreciation of each other’s efforts. 
The inspiration of such sentiments is the keynote of the 
existence of this Club, and of such meetings as we have 
here to-night; and during the course of my wanderings 
throughout India 1 have more than once quoted the 
Calcutta Club and its aspirations as well worthy of 
emulation elsewhere. I rejoiced to hear that the Club 
had been prospering so much that it had been decided to 
rebuild the Club house and to extend its accommodation, 
end I trust that it wail not be long before this is achieved. 
Long may this Club flourish and prosper, and may its 
good example be followed in all the great cities of India. 

You have referred in your speech to an incident that 
occurred about a year ago, and I thank you warmly for 
your congratulations on my complete restoration to health. 

I often wish that 1 could blot out from the history of 
India that episode, which was an insult to the people 
of India, while leaving on record the true ring of the 
outburst of sympathy and loyalty by which it was follow¬ 
ed. To me it was a convincing proof of what I already 
knew, that the heart of India beats true, and it was a 
source of comfort to me at a moment of disappointment. 
The very friendly demonstration of joy at my recovery 
shown on all sides, by rich and poor alike, on the occasion 
of my birthday, and the pleasure given by kind people to 
millions of children, more than compensated for any suffer¬ 
ing that had been my lot. These are pleasant memories 
that I shall never forget. Let me also take this oppor¬ 
tunity of saying how grateful my wife and I are to those 
who provided the children of Calcutta with a day of 
happiness. 

This, Gentlemen, is a season when all but the most 
quarrelsome must feel the force of that beautiful Christ-# 
mas message, u Peace on earth and good-will towards 
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men/’ and 1 would be the last amidst such happy sur¬ 
roundings to say anything that might conflict with it. 
There is, however, just one point upon which, in the 
cause of truth, I venture to touch though in no contro¬ 
versial spirit. I have heard that it has been said that 
since the exodus of the Government of India, Calcutta 
was out of favour with me and my Government. Gentle¬ 
men, J beg that you will not believe a word of this. 
Speaking for myself, I have too many family associations 
with Calcutta for my interest in the prosperity of this 
city ever to wane, nor shall I ever forget the happy time 
that my family and I spent at Government House, and 
the good friends that we made there. Let me remind you 
also that I am still bound to you by the privilege, which 
I enjoy and value highly, of being the Chancellor of 
your Ini versify, as well as Honorary Colonel of the 
Calcutta Light Horse and of the Calcutta Volunteer 
Kith s, two of the smartest Corps of Volunteers in India. 

1 may add that the prosperity of Calcutta, ever since the 
presence with you of your able and sympathetic Governor, 
has been a source of immense satisfaction to me. As for 
I he Members of my Council, it seems to me that Calcutta, 
far from being out of favour, presents to them irresistible 
attractions, for, looking back upon the past six months, 

1 find that all of them, except the Commander-in-Chief, 
v ho unfortunately has been ill, and the Revenue Mem¬ 
ber, who lias been absent on leave in England, have 
visited Calcutta and have been treated with lavish hospi¬ 
tality by tlreir friends. Even to-night I notice that one 
of them, my friend Mr. Ali Imam, has been unable to 
resist, the attraction and is here. .1 need hardly say that 
I am delighted that this should be the case, and hope 
these visits may continue, since they present opportunities 
for ascertaining the local needs of this great city and for 
their friendly discussion between members of my Gov¬ 
ernment and those most, closely interested. 


Q 
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And if there be any that say that they want deeds, 
not words, and would like to see their interests converted 
into a more material coinage, I must refer them to the 
remarks that I recently made in reply to the address that 
I had the pleasure of receiving from the Calcutta Cor¬ 
poration . when I hope that L succeeded in convincing the 
world of commerce in Calcutta of the deep and continued 
interest that I and my Government take in all that con¬ 
cerns the welfare, prosperity and development of the vast 
and ever-growing interests of this great city. 

J am leaving Calcutta to-morrow night after a short 
but delightful stay in this city. As l have still nearly 
two years (one year and 11 months) of office to run, I 
hope to have another opportunity of visiting Calcutta and 
seeing you all again before I go home. 

A prop os of my term of office, I have been much 
amused by the lucubrations contained in a recent tele¬ 
gram to the English press, dated from Bombay, in which 
it was stated that ever since ray illness last year I have 
left most of my work to the Members of my Council, and 
that unless my health improves considerably I will resign 
my post in February. In reply to this interesting, hut 
to me somewhat startling, announcement, 1 can only say 
that the idea of resigning has never for one single instant 
entered my brain. As a matter * of fact, even when my 
health was most shaken, I felt always confident that the 
climate of Simla would provide me with an absolute cure. 
In this I was not disappointed, and during the whole of 
the summer I was able to do 8 or 9 hours’ work a day. 
I am now, thanks to the merciful care of the Almighty, 
as strong as ever again, and mv one ambition is to serve 
my full time in India, and to he able to do some good 
for the people of this land who are entrusted to my care 
and whom T love so well. It is a pity that, the gentleman 
who sent the telegram in question could not have been 
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with me when one day recently I spent 13 hours in the 
jungles of Mysore after a bison, as we could then have 
seen at the end of the day which of the two ought to 
resign his post next February. 

I will not trespass longer on your patience except to 
thank you all for your generous hospitality and for your 
kindly welcome to me in this Club. 

Gentlemen, I give you the toast of the Calcutta Club. 
Long may it flourish. 


ADDRESS 1 FROM JUNIOR MEMBERS OF THE CALCUTTA 
UN fVERSITY INSTITUTE. 

[I ho Junior Members of the Calcutta University Institute sent 2Cth Dec. 
the following address to His Excellency the Viceroy on the occ;.- 
sion of his visit to Calcutta. 

The address was as follows: — 

May it please Your KxttUtncy ,-The Junior Members of the 
Calcutta University Institute, on their own behalf as well as on 
ix'halt ot the .students of Calcutta, beg moat respectfully to 
approach Yarn- Excellency and Lady Harding* with expressions 
oi heartfelt loyalty and sincere gratefulness. Your Excellencies’ 
nanu s have been endeared to the students of Calcutta, for your 
sympathy arid kindness for them which have manifested them- 
solves in many an act and expression. Your Excellency’s interest 
in higher education, the large educational grants made by Your 
Excellency’s Government, provision for hostels in amelioration 
of student life in this country—all betoken your active and 
generous sympathy. Your kind and thoughtful message to the 
students of our University in appreciation of the little they tried 
to do during the recent floods in our country has touched and 
won their hearts. 

The Junior Members of this Institute have special reasons to 

inspired with sentiments of loyal devotion; for the institu¬ 
tion which has done so much in the past and which is still doing 
so much to provide a healthy moral atmosphere and a larger life 
and culture beyond the stereotyped routine of their daily classes 
was called forth into existence by the generous help and support 
which the idea of its founder. Rev. Protnp Chandra Maaumdar 
received from a forme Viceroy of India-Lord Lansdowne, and 

92 





MIMsr^ 



228 Speeches by H. E. Lord Hardin ge of Penshurst . 


Address from Junior Members of the Calcutta University 
Institute . 

a Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, Sir Charles Elliot, whose con¬ 
stant care fostered and helped its steady growth during its 
infancy. 

This institution was so fortunate as to attract the attention 
of Your Excellency when in reply to the deputation which waited 
on you in connection with the proposed University at Dacca, 
Your Excellency was pleased to make a kind reference to the 
work of the Institute. This interest which you felt in our work 
did not end here hut showed itself in a form which, as we have 
been repeatedly assured, will make it possible to give the in¬ 
stitution a habitation worthy of its name —we refer to the magni¬ 
ficent grant of 8 lakhs made by Your Excellency’s Government. 

ft is not possible to give an adequate expression to the strong 
feelings of abhorrence and indignation which the news of tho 
dastardly outrage on Your Excellency's person caused among us, 
and Your Excellency’s visit to this city after recovery has called 
forth great rejoicings. The students of Calcutta remember with 
gratitude Your Excellency’s birthday celebrations of the 20th of 
June last, on Lady Hardinge’s suggestion and initiative, which 
gladdened all hearts, young and old, throughout the country. 
For very slight and inconsiderable services in connection with 
the celebrations, the Junior Members of the Institute were for¬ 
tunate in winning Your Excellency’s approbation. As n mark of 
such approbation, you and your generous partner were pleased 
to make a donation of two thousand rupees to the Students’ Fund 
of the Calcutta University Institute,—a donation which will help 
many a poor student to continue their studies. Your Excellen¬ 
cies may bo pleased to hear in this connection that as a pleasant 
memento of such celebrations one of our public-spirited benefac¬ 
tors has arranged to make over to tho Institute a Hardinge 
Birthday Football Shield open to all college teams. 

Now that after a long time Your Excellencies have come 
amidst us once more to this our beloved city, the Junior Members 
of the Calcutta University Institute embrace this happy occasion 
for giving an expression, hovvovor inadequate, of their deep 
for lings of joy and gratitude. 

His Excellency was pleased to send an autograph letter in 
reply to the above address in the following terms:—] 

My Friends , — I have been greatly touched by the 
friendly address that you have sent me and should like 
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to assure you that I value very highly the kindly feelings 
it betokens and the friendly sentiments it expresses. 

There is nothing nearer lily heart than the welfare, 
happiness and health, both of body and mind, of the 
young men of our Universities, and especially of the Uni¬ 
versity of Calcutta of which I have the honour to be 
Chancellor. 

I believe that you who have sent me this message 
stand for all that is best in University life, and I feel 
confident that you will ever maintain its high ideals. I 
thank you once more very warmly and I wish you all 
a very happy Now Year. I hope that you will always 
regard me as your sincere friend. 


OPENING OF NEW BUILDINGS ST. JOHN'S COLLEGE, 

AGRA. 

[Their Excellencies the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge arrived 9th Jan. 
at Agnx on their way to Lucknow, on the morning of the 9th 1914, 
January in order to open the new buildings of the College. 

Tim Principal of the College, the Rev. A. \\ . Davies, and Mr. 

•1. h. Tanthome, the Secretary of the College, read the following 

Mail if /those Your Excellency,—It is my duty and privilege, 
on behalf of the staff and students of St. John's College, to 
express to Your Excellency our sense of gratitude and appre¬ 
ciation for the great honour which you have conferred upon us 
>v coming at so much inconvenience to yourself to preside at 
this ceremony to-day. 

fn tho history of this College this day marks a very definite 
epoch In the year 1850 Thomas Valpy French, a brilliant 
young Fellow of University College, Oxford, was sent out to Agra 
to found and build a Christian College, at the request of the 
English residents of the station and out of funds raised largely 
from among themselves. Just 00 years ago the building was 
opened where it still stands at the very edge of the busiest part 
of the Bazaar. To-day wo ask Your Excellency to open this 
Now Building as a mark of the progress that has been achieved 
and as an earnest of a fresh advance. 
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Starting as a small school, St. John’s has passed through 
good and evil days. Guided through 20 long years of rapid 
expansion and development by the Rev. J. P. Haythornthwaite 
and enriched by the ripe scholarsliip and broad human sympathies 
of the present Bishop of Lahore, the College has reached a new 
stage in its career, and leaving in its old home the school out 
of which it has developed and to which it is bound by ties of 
almost filial affection, it looks forward to-day to all the great 
hopes und great responsibilities of man’s estate. 

But this event is to us more than a sign of growth and pro¬ 
gress. Generous as have been the recent grants made by the 
Government to St. John’s College—deep as is our obligation to 
Sir Swinton Jacob for the gift of its general architectural design— 
this Now College represents the idealism of a group of men for 
whom it is the fruit of two long years of almost incessant anxiety 
and work. 

Every detail of pillar and arch and railing, every curve of 
cornice and dome has been selected and worked out in our own 
office. And the work of Jaipur draftsmen and Agra mistrys has 
been superintended from start to finish by one of our own num¬ 
ber—at first Mr. W. J. Thompson, and, when he broke down, the 
Rev. Percy Webber. It is with a sense of deep relief that the 
small building committee which has sat almost continuously 
week by week for over two years sees before it the end of its 
labours. And on behalf of those who have gladly given their 
talents or hand or brain or purse, I ask Your Excellency to 
accept this building as a gift dedicated to tho highest welfare of 
this great land over which you have been called to rule. 

Our aim is to make St. John’s a College in something more 
than name. A place in which tho Professor shall feel his duty 
does not end with his last lecture, and in which students shall 
regard their hostels as something more than cheap and convenient 
hotels. A place to which school-boys may look forward with 
glad anticipation and graduates look back with real affection and 
pride. A place where every Professor on the staff shall feel that 
he has entered a brotherhood and where, perhaps, the old word 
“ fellow ” may win back some of the meaning which it lias lost 
in India. 

These are of course ideals; but we have gone some way at 
least to realise them. 

We have built or acquired five bungalows for Professors with¬ 
in a stone’s throw of the College, and each of the three hostels has 
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at least one English warden living in the building and in im¬ 
mediate contact with his students. 

The hostels accommodate about 175 out of our 260 students, 
and we shall shortly have room for about 50 more, while tor the 
day students we are planning to provide special quarters so that 
they too may feel that they have a real place in the College life. 

In these hostels, Hindus, Mohammedans und Christians live 
side by side and the two latter take their meals together in the 
dining hall, while, on guest nights especially, a thoroughly re¬ 
presentative company of the staff assembles for dinner at the 
High Table. 

The Old Boys’ Association, under the Presidency of Pandit 
Giraj Kishore Putt, has done not a little to link together our 
graduates, and there are signs that it is entering upon a career 
of still greater usefulness and success. 

In these and other ways we are tiying to develop a true 
College spirit, that intangible thing, which is the greatest tren 
sure that a College can possess or can bestow. 

But we hope for something further yet. Believing as wo do 
in the future of India, wo hold it to be our duty as teachers to 
come as closely as possible into touch with the life and aspira¬ 
tions of our students, to share and even to stimulate their pride 
in the traditions of their country, to urge them to make its 
highest welfare their constant prayer and aim, and yet never to 
forget that it is our business to teach them also to weigh, to 
criticise and to correct. 

This College would never have been founded, and most of us 
would not be teaching in it to-day, but for the conviction that 
no true education can bo divorced from religion. In our daily 
Scripture teaching, and in other ways, we are doing all in Pur 
power to implant in our students a strong personal faith and a 
sense of private and public duty by familiarising them with the 
life and teaching of Christ. And w f e have strong evidence that 
this side of our W'Ork is appreciated not only by the parents who 
entrust their sons to our care, but also by the more thoughtful 
among the students themselves. 

Our tasks are not yot over. There is still the last block of 
our hostels and the whole Science College to build ; there is the 
great problem of water whether for our existing hostels, our pro¬ 
jected laboratories or our blistered fields. It is not easy to 
exaggerate the difficulties or anxieties which this one factor is 
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Causing u.s during these days of reconstruction. There is above 
all the Chapel which is to complete this present building, and 
must bo worthy of a city which was so long the Capital of the 
royal Moghul builders. But though all this lies before us, yet its 
actual execution will be entrusted to other hands than ours. 
And it is with the sense that from to-day we can lay aside the 
role of builders and give ourselves more fully to our proper 
work that we ask Your Excellency to crown what has been done, 
and to declare this New Arts Building of St. John’s College to 
bo open for use to-day. 

ADDRESS OF THE ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ 
ASSOCIATION, AGRA. 

Mag it phase Your Excellency, —YVe, the President and Mem¬ 
bers of tlie St. John’s College Old Boys’ Association, beg most 
respectfully to approach Your Excellency in order to welcome you 
to our revered Alma Mater. 

AYe bog to thank Your Excellency for undertaking the journey 
for the special purpose of opening the New College Buildings, 
and wo also beg to express our pleasure and appreciation of the 
kindness of heart which has prompted you to do so. 

There are some of us here present who have been connected 
with St. John’s College since its foundation more than 60 years 
ago, and w ■ have ever known it to stand for intellectual 
advancement and moral progress. Though we “Old Boys'* 
have loft it to go our several ways into the world our interest 
in its well-being continues unabated, and we are ready so far as 
in us lies to help on its ideals. 

In token of that desire we “Old Boys” have formed ourselves 
into an Association, the objects of which briefly are: 

(a) to encourage the “Old Boys,” and by our example to 
incite those men reading in it, to take an active in¬ 
terest in the work of their Alma Mater; 

(/;) to promote friendly relations between the “Old Boys” 
and the Staff of the College and School; and 
(c) to promote the formation of character among its members. 

Wo owe much to the high character and self-sacrificing 
labours of a succession of able Principals (two of whom are here 
to-day), under whom our early character was formed; and it is 
to the impressions then received and the habit of applying the 
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lessons learnt in our College days to the facts and experiences of 
the present that we owe the stability of our beliefs and our 
aspirations, which, while they prompt us to recognise in all that 
happens around us the hand of an All-wise Providence, they at 
the same time have fitted us to become loyal subjects of the 
British Crown and to deal by our fellow-men in the spirit of 
toleration and benevolence. 

1 he motto which wo have adopted is “Fear God and love the 
the King.” 

His Excellency the Viceroy replied as follows:—j 

Ladies and Gentlemen ,—It is a very great pleasure to 
me to be associated, in however small a degree, with the 
good work that is being done by St. John’s College, and 
1 take it as a great compliment that I should have been 
asked to take part in this ceremony. I think it must be 
generally known by this time how keenly 1 am interested 
in the question of the education of young India. I have 
had to deal witli the subject in many speeches, and the 
money that has been poured out by the Government of 
India during the past few years for the improvement and 
expansion ol educational facilities is sufficient testimony 
to the importance attached to this matter by my Govern¬ 
ment. I must, however, confess that sometimes 1 have 
a qualm of doubt as to whether this expenditure is being 
directed along the most useful channels, for not only do 
we sometimes see the products of our schools and Univer¬ 
sities stranded without suitable occupation when their 
days of tutelage are over, but I also feel that in some 
cases the energies of teaching institutions are concen¬ 
trated upon the idea of passing their boys through cer¬ 
tain examinations, while sueh important matters as the 
character of their students and the tone of their environ¬ 
ment, not to speak of their physical well-being, do not 
receive all the attention they demand. 

f am not here to decry any efforts that are made to 
secure for young men in their early days such qualifica¬ 
tions ns are necessary if they are to get a good 6tart in 
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life, though 1 do think it is one of the most difficult pro¬ 
blems before India to-day so to adjust the general life of 
the country that suitable careers may be open to the 
multitude of young men who are annually turned out to 
tind no occupation appropriate to their aspirations and 
qualifications, and so to bend its educational system that 
the education given may be that best calculated to fit 
them for their various careers. This is a problem that 
besets us in England as well as in India. 

1 do not know how far the difficulties of the problem 
have forced themselves upon your notice here, but L 
believe that your Commercial Department is directly 
tackling the important question of multiplying openings 
and careers for your students, and 1 know that that other 
question of the character and welLheing of your students 
occupies a most prominent place in your attention. You 
have realised the vital importance of the residential side 
of College life, the need for thorough supervision, and 
the value of the cultivation of close and friendly rela¬ 
tions with your boys. The inculcation of ideals of social 
service lias been your practice for years, and from all 1 
can hear your labours have been attended with the 
happiest results. 

Let me take this opportunity of saying a word of 
thanks to the President and members of the Si. John’s 
College Old Boys’ Association for the welcome they have 
given me on this occasion. Their address bears ample 
testimony to the affection and regard they feel for their 
obi College and the pleasant memories they carry away 
into after-life, and it also bears the impress of the whole¬ 
some traditions that prevail, which cannot but have a 
lasting influence upon the character of vour pupils. It 
would be strange indeed if it were not so, for your 
inspiration here has always been a noble one, and 
whether we go back to the men who first came out to 
start what was then an educational experiment, or follow 
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them down the line to those who are now currying on the 
torch, they have all been animated by the highest ideals.. 
The 1 exnarks of your Principal remind me that only a few 
months ago his predecessor was called to another sphere 
of work, a choice which evoked a unanimous chorus of 
approval, and when I read, as 1 did the other day, the 
words of farewell addressed to him by his boys and the 
parting message from his staff, I felt that you here in 
St. John's College not only have had leaders who were 
worth following, but have followed their lead con anwre. 
The same spirit breathes in the words that your present 
Principal has used, and so long as it remains I shall have 
no doubts about the excellence of the work of this 
College. 

And now I turn to the task which you have assigned 
me. Sir Swinton Jacob’s is a name that will go down to 
many generations in connection with the notable build* 
ings lie has designed in various parts of India; and the 
help he has given you will add another laurel to his 
wreath not only for the beauty of Ins design, but for the 
generosity of his gift. 1 congratulate all those who 
have devoted so much thought and labour to the con¬ 
struction of these new buildings upon the success that 
has waited upon their efforts in striving to produce a 
result worthy of the traditions of this College; and I echo 
the conclusion of the beautiful prayer with which you 
commenced this work, that so long as one stone remains 
upon another it may ever stand for all things that are 
pure and lovely and of good report. I now declare this 
building open. 


OPENING OF NFAV MEDICAL COLLEGE HOSPITAL, 
LUCKNOW. 

[His Excellency the Viceroy and Lady Hardinge arrived atiOth.l*n. 
Lucknow on the 10th January. During hia stay His Excellency 1911- 
opened the Hospital. 
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On the arrival of the Viceregal party at tho Hospital a guard- 
of-honour of the Royal• Fusiliers presented arms, arid was then 
inspected hy the Viceroy accompanied by Sir Robert Sea lion. 
Sir James Meston then introduced Colonel Manifold, Inspector 
General of Civil Hospitals, to the Viceroy, and Colonel Manifold 
in turn introduced Major Selby, Principal of the College, and the 
other professors. The Viceroy was then conducted to a shamiana 
where numerous guests were assembled, and when ho had taken 
his seat, Colonel Manifold read the following address: — 

May it please Your Excellency,—It is a matter of congratula¬ 
tion to every one connected with tho initiation and completion of 
this Hospital that they wore so fortunate as to secure Your Ex¬ 
cellency's consent to come here to-day, and they offer you a 
hearty welcome to Lucknow and to King George’s Medical College 
and the Hospital in connection with it. 

The ceremony which Your Excellency will perform to-day 
crowns the projects for the establishment of an institution in these 
Provinces in which their inhabitants can have their children 
educated to take a University Degree in Medicine, and ho able 
to pursue tho study of the highest branches of that art. 

With Your Excellency’s permission it may bo appropriate hero 
to glance over tho history of Medical Relief in Oudh up to date 
of the evolution of this Hospital. 

From former times Lucknow has always been a centre in 
which the Art of Healing has flourished and its physicians even 
in those clays won for it under royal encouragement fame as a 
centre for the practice and teaching of ancient Medicine. From 
an early stage in the history of Great Britain’s close relations 
with the Kingdom of Oudh the attention of tho British Repre¬ 
sentatives was directed to bringing to its people the blessings of 
Western Medical science. The year 1840 witnessed the founding 
of the first hospital in Lucknow in which treatment on modern 
lines was conducted. This wa < established by a deed of trust 
executed by King Muhammad Ali Shah in favour of the Honour 
able Company. In this it was stated that Dr. Stevenson of tho 
Indian Medical Service, then Residency Surgeon, should treat 
those patients who desired European Medicine. 

Excellent work was carried on in the institution known as the 
King's Hospital. But later on, with the increased demand for 
Western method of healing, tho need for better accommodation 
and for greater opportunities of obtaining treatment became 
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apparent, and tho late Maharaja Sir Digbijai Singh of B air am- 
pnr founded in Lucknow in 1864 tho hospital which bears the 
title of his family estates. 

This latter was still further enlarged by the generosity of his 
successor, the present Maharaja, in 1000, and for a brief time the 
Balrampur Hospital was looked upon as satisfying all needs. 

But the progress of Medical science never lingers and in no 
period has it advanced with such immense strides as in the past 
two decades, and with this advance the necessity for giving the 
people of Oudh further facilities for medical relief became more 
and more pressing. 

It was seen that what alone could meet the case in these days 
of exacting requirements was tho founding of a great teaching 
institution which through tho agency of its graduates would 
shod the blessings of the healing art all over Oudh and other 
parts of these Provinces. 

It is very possible that this great beneficent project might 
not even yet have developed into an existing reality had not one 
of the mos> auspicious events in the history of these Provinces 
occurred which supplied the stimulus for which all were waiting. 
This occurred in 1908 when Oudh was about to Welcome for a 
second time in its history the Heir Apparent of the Empire and 
its future Sovereign. 

Tho Taltiqdars of Oudh with that notable loyalty which has 
always characterised their actions and which by this event was 
kindled to even higher enthusiasm, desired to evince their 
feelings by some permanent record which would for ever leave its 
impress. 

They determined to mark the visit of Their Royal Highnesses 
by a memorial which not only itself would last but the results 
and work of which would continue for centuries in the furthering 
of those developments which they knew : their future Sovereign 
and his illustrious Consort had so much at horut. And thus it 
came about that the needs of the silent masses were voiced by 
their leaders and feudal chiefs. 

The idea of n Medical College for the Capital of Oudh origi¬ 
nated with Raja Sir Tasackluq Rasul Khan of Jahangirabad and 
was warmly taken up by all. The Maharaja of Balrampur came 
forward with his usual princely generosity and many others gave 
their time, moans, and talents to the organization of the project. 
Aided by the far-seeing advice of Sir Harcourt Butler, then 
Deputy Commissioner of Lucknow, and supported by the hearty 
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approval of Sir James La Touche, the idea was quickly put into 
execution. 

A committee was formed by subscribers and money came in so 
rapidly that though at the time of the Royal visit the matter 
had hardly gone beyond an outline, it was found possible to ask 
His Royal Highness to leave some material memorial of his visit 
amt ho graciously consented to lay the foundation stone which 
Your Excellency will now see on the left oi the main entrance 
of the Hospital. 

The final result we see in these splendid buildings of King 
George’s Medical College which lie alongside of ns in which is 
provided the highest class of Medical Education for students of 
Oudh and the neighbouring Provinces. These were formally 
opened by Sir John Hewott in January, 1912. 

A Medical College, howover, demanded a Hospital worthy of 
it, in which the knowledge acquired in the College class rooms 
could be still further developed for the good of humanity. The 
funds so generously subscribed to build the former could not, 
however, be expected to cover the cost of a hospital on a corre¬ 
sponding scale* 

The Government of India now stepped in and generously 
undertook the whole cost of the erection and maintenance of a 
hospital which in every way should be a fitting annexe to such 
a magnificent Royal memorial. 

Designs for the buildings were prepared by Sir Swinton Jacob 
after careful study on the spot of all that was best of the notable 
hospitals in the great medical centres of Europe. In the adapta¬ 
tion of these to the wants of this country ho was assisted by the 
skilled and technical knowledge of the medical authorities of 
those Provinces. 

The progress of the building of the hospital was superintended 
by an Advisory Committee of which the Inspector-General of 
Civil Hospitals was President, the actual construction being car¬ 
ried out almost entirely by Captain J. A. Graeme, R.E., first 
ns Sub-Division a l Officer and later as Executive Engineer. The 
sanitary arrangements were designed by Mr. Dixon Sweeny, 
and Major Selby has been in charge of the provision of the 
equipment. 

Difficulties in regard to the hospital wore encountered but 
eventually were overcome. And under the fostering eye of Sir 
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James Mestdn the buildings have finally attained completion on a 
most thorough scale of finish in every detail. 

They constitute a truly magnificent hospital of which these 
Provinces may well be proud, and the Taluqdars of Oudh may 
feel that Government have shown full recognition of their loyalty 
and generosity in the befitting accompaniment which these build¬ 
ings make to their own Royal memorial. 

Her Majesty the Queen has shown her deep interest in the 
welfare of the women of Oudh as well as in that of the hospital 
which bears King George's name by graciously permitting the 
wards of the hospital which are set apart for women to be called 
Queen Mary's Hospital for Women. 

AH present must feel that the inauguration of King George’s 
Medical College Hospital being graced by the presence of Your 
Excellencies is particularly auspicious. 

lo the intimate friend of our late beneficent Monarch King 
Edward, whose humanity and absorbing desire to relieve the 
lot of the suffering and distressed were always so deeply evince t 
in his lifetime, we venture to think it must he a double pleasure 
to see the completion of a project which was originated during 
his reign, as a result of the visit of his august son our present 
beloved Monarch. 

the presence of Her Excellency at the inauguration of this 
hospital, which allows not only of special treatment being afforded 
to women but also of clinical instruction being imparted in its 
wards to women students of medicine is doubly gratifying. 

Eor all here deeply appreciate the part the courageous, gener¬ 
ous-hearted lady present here to-dny is taking in the foundation 
of a medical college, entirely for women, in the Capital of India. 

\\< feel that Her Excellency by means of her great project 
is going to the heart of the problem which is of such vital im¬ 
portance to every inhabitant of India, namely, the abundant 
supply of skilled medical aid to its womenfolk. 

We are encouraged by her presence to-rfay to believe that the 
clinical teaching for women students afforded by this hospital 
will successfully play the part of a modest forerunner whilst Her 
Excellency's great design is ripening into completion. 

To describe the hospital buildings which Your Excellency will 
now have an opportunity of examining in their finished state is 
unnecessary. Suffice it to say that it has been the object of all 
connected with them to produce a Hospital which would l»e up 
to date and equipped with all modern appliances for the relief of 
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the suffering poor of the United Provinces and for the efficient 
teaching of scientific medicine. 

Wo now request Your Excellency will bo pleased to announce 
the completion of King George’s and Queen Mary’s Hospital. 

On the conclusion «f the addross Colonel Manifold presented 
to the Viceroy a very handsome silver casket the work of Messrs. 
Bechtler. 

His Excellency replied as follows:—] 

Gentle nu n, —It has been no small pleasure to me to 
revisit the beautiful capital of Oudli; and it is with equal 
pleasure that my wife now makes its acquaintance for 
the first time, as she was unable to accompany me when 
1 was amongst you before. Our visit was always meant 
to he friendly and informal; but I could not resist the 
invitation to preside to-day at the inauguration of the 
Hospital which bears, at their own express wish, the 
joint names of our august Sovereign and his Queen. 
Two years ago, when the opening ceremony at the adjoin¬ 
ing College was performed by Sir John Hewett, this 
Hospital was little more than a shell of masonry; and 
the intervening period has been busily occupied in com¬ 
pleting and fitting it up with all the latest appliances of 
the healing art. It is now fully staffed and ready for 
the reception of patients. Its imposing appearance is 
worthy of this city of palaces and shrines; and its inter¬ 
nal organisation, I am assured, justifies the confident 
hope expressed by our present King-Emperor that the 
College and its appurtenances would be the “ best in the 
East.” I rejoice therefore at this opportunity of form¬ 
ally inaugurating the great and beneficent work which 
the Hospital is now prepared to do. I thank you, 
Colonel Manifold, for the address which you have just 
read; and I congratulate you and your fellow-workers— 
doctors, engineers, and administrators—-on the comple¬ 
tion of their labours and on the result in which you and 
the whole Province must feel a legitimate pride. 
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Before this College and Hospital were established, 
your Province had many well-equipped hospitals and 
many able and devoted medical men. But it lacked any 
means of imparting instruction in the higher branches 
of medicine and surgery, and was thus dependent for its 
supply of highly-qualified practitioners on the products 
of other Colleges, Western and Indian. It was also defi¬ 
cient in facilities for medical research and for the train¬ 
ing of scientific investigators in that field. India has 
owed much to the researches of Western men of science, 
but in the medical as in other spheres, her probl uns are 
in part her own, and require for their full solution the 
labours and the studies of men familiar with her condi¬ 
tions, working on her soil, and consecrated to her service. 
Thanks to the spontaneous and magnificent generosity of 
the Taluqdars of Oudh, the liberal co-operation and 
assistance of the Local and Imperial Governments, and 
the devoted labours of the officers entrusted with the 
task of carrying out the scheme, these deficiencies have 
now been removed. In the King George’s Medical Col¬ 
lege your Province now possesses an institution admir¬ 
ably equipped for the training both of the general practi¬ 
tioners, who will carry amongst the people the benefits of 
Western science, and of the students who, we may hope, 
will carry on these researches into the causation and 
spread of diseases which have elsewhere yielded such 
ample fruit. In the Hospital you will have the clinical 
material which is necessary to supplement these studies, 
and to demonstrate the full possibilities of the art of 
healing in expert hands. But you will also have a new 
and powerful agency for mitigating the mass of human 
suffering which lies all around us in India. 

Tim address alludes to the opening at Delhi of a 
Medical College for women, a project in which both 
Lady Hardinge and T myself are deeply interested. 
There is an immense field in this country for the work 
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of competent medical women and an urgent need for an 
increase in their numbers. At one time, I understand, 
it was contemplated to have a separate College for 
medical women within these grounds, But the number 
of women capable of profiting by an advanced course of 
study in a Medical College is as yet too small to justify 
the establishment of separate Provincial Colleges of this 
nature; and the project was wisely abandoned. What is 
required is a large Central Female Medical College for 
the whole of India, such ns I hope to see established 
within a few years at Delhi. But in the meantime there 
is ample scope for the work you are here carrying on, 
and I have learnt with pleasure that in the wards of this 
Hospital arrangements have been made for imparting 
clinical instruction to women students. 

I have now sincere gratification in inaugurating the 
ac tive work of King George’s and Queen Mary’s Hospi¬ 
tal; and it is my prayer that this splendid building will 
have a career of over-growing usefulness and success. 


ADDRESS FROM THE TALUQDARS OF OUDH. 

15 th Lin. [During his visit to Lucknow the Taluqdars of Oudh presented 
UR' tho following address to His Excellency the Viceroy: — 

May it j 'lease Your Excellency,--Wo, tho Taluqdars of Oudh, 
bog to offer Your Excellency our respectful and cordial welcome 
on the occasion of your second visit to the Capital of Oudh. 

Wo are grateful to Your Excellency for accepting our humble 
invitation to this afternoon’s function. 

On tho occasion of your first visit we wore disappointed by 
Lady Hardinge’s absence owing to an unavoidable cause, and we 
expressed an earnest hope that when Your Excellency honours 
our Capital again you will bo accompanied by Lady Hardingo. 
Wo are glad to see Her Excellency here to-day and offer her 
our sincere and hearty welcome. 

When the news of the Delhi outrage came to us we felt with 
the rest of our countrymen a sense of shame for the action of 
tho miscreant who besmirched the good name of our country, and 
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oven after a lapse of twelve months wo can hardly find words to 
condemn the dastardly act. 

We rejoiced then and rejoice now that the merciful Provi- 
donee saved your and Lady Hardinge’s life—lives which could 
/*(> ill-spared lives which have been and are being devoted to the 
loyal service of His Imperial Majesty and to the advancement of 
our country. 

As a further mark of thanksgiving we beg to place at Her 
Excellency’s disposal a sum of Ks. 5,000 to bo utilised by her for 
any act of charity she may deem fit anti proper. 

For more than three years Your Excellency has been at the 
head of affairs of this vast Empire, vaster than any of the great 
Moghals with its attendant complicated problems. Tt is our 
pleasant duty to acknowledge to-day Your Excellency’s sym¬ 
pathetic and statesmanlike administration and tho successful 
overcoming of difficulties. It has strengthened our belief in 
tho beneficence of the British Raj and has added one more im¬ 
perishable link to our loyalty to the British Crown. 

The progressive educational policy nfTocting all branches of 
education which has been introduced under Your Excellency's 
rule is very much appreciated’, and it is hoped that under the 
fostering care of Your Excellency’s Government it will result in 
the material and moral progress of the vast number of people 
whom Providence has placed under your care. 

With the growth of educational institutions in our Capital and 
in view of tho rapid strides the province is making towards 
education in all its branches, we are looking forward to a day 
when we will be applicants for a separate University for our 
province. 

Tho pronouncement of policy which Your Excellency has 
made and the measures which Your Excellency has taken, with 
respect to the grievances of our countrymen in South Africa 
and Canada and the stops taken by Your Excellency to remedy 
the. disadvantages under which they labour in those Dominions, 
havo shown how eager and zealous Your Excellency is to main¬ 
tain tho just rights of our countrymen in other parts of the 
Empire under the sway of His Imperial Majesty tho King- 
Emperor; they have earned for Your Excellency the gratitude 
of the whole of the Indian nation. The people of India have 
come to realize to the fullest extent the notion that they have 
got in Your Excellency a ruler who in time of need will over be 
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ready to respond to their genuine appeal and try his best to 
remove their just complaints. 

Your Excellency, the spectre of famine is amongst us—a cala¬ 
mity with which we have been very frequently visited of lato. 
Everything being done by the Local Administration and our¬ 
selves to mitigate the sufferings of the affected. But the Taluq 
dara of Oudh have come to the conclusion that it is their bounden 
duty to the trust imposed on them to carry out the only preven¬ 
tive measure which will permanently remove the danger—we 
moan the construction of a Canal in the province. A memorial 
has been submitted to Your Excellency through the Local Gov¬ 
ernment. The head of our province has promised us his support 
and we are anxiously waiting for the day—for we are fully con¬ 
vinced of its urgency—when your Government will be pleased to 
order the construction of the Sarda Canal. We have candidly 
admitted our mistake in the past in this matter, and for this 
reason wo arc more eager to rectify it. 

The Sarda Canal will make a famine impossible in this pro¬ 
vince and will make this land of ours the Garden of India in 
reality. In this connection we acknowledge the persistent efforts 
of our ©norgotic Honorary Joint Secretary, Hon’hlo Sheikh 
Shahid Husain, which had our unanimous approval and support. 

We, the Taluqdars of Oudh, are grateful to Your Excellency 
for giving to our provinces such n popular and sympathetic 
Lieutenant-Governor as His Honour Sir James Mesfcon, K.C.S.I., 
who is so well acquainted with these provinces and their people 
ami whose government we hope will be productive of substantial 
good to the people placed under his care. 

Wo beg to assure Your Excellency that as in the past so in 
the future we shall ever remain devoted to the British Throno 
and will be second to none in our loyalty and attachment to the 
person of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor. 

It is with genuine pleasure wo read the contradiction of the 
mischievous rumours about your resigning your high office, and we 
hog to conclude with the earnest prayer that God Almighty may 
grant you and your noble consort long life and happiness, and 
that your rule during the rest of the tenure of your high office 
may be as prosperous and as glorious as it has been hitherto. 

His Excellency made the following reply 1 —] 

Taluqdars of (hulk ,—This is the second occasion on 
which 1 have had the pleasure of enjoying your generous 
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hospitality, but as you remind me, when I came hero two 
years ago Lady Hardinge was unavoidably prevented 
from accompanying me, and it adds greatly to my enjoy¬ 
ment of this visit that she should be at my side to see 
your famous Capital and to make acquaintance with your¬ 
selves. And I speak for her no less than for myself when 
1 tender to you our warm thanks for the very friendly 
welcome you have extended to us. 

You have given once more expression to the universal 
sentiment of horror with which India received the news 
of the outrage at Delhi a little more than a year ago, 
and we thank you very warmly for your sympathy nud 
congratulations upon our escape. The substantial token 
of thanksgiving which you propose to offer, and for 
which Lady Hardinge and I both thank you very cor¬ 
dially, shall bo added to the large amounts contributed 
for the same purpose from all over India, which have 
placed Lady Hardinge in the happy position of being 
able to assist so many deserving institutions, and in 
especial to brighten for at least one (lay in every year 
the dreary lot of children in hospital. 

“Material and moral progress,” to which you have 
referred in connection with the people of this country, is 
the title of an annual publication relating to India, and 
I have somewhere seen it criticised on the ground that a 
perusal of its pages, while throwing ample light upon the 
progress of India in material prosperity, leaves the 
reader in the dark as to the steps which have marked her 
progress in the path of morality. I have no intention 
of entering into a discussion of so controversial a sub¬ 
ject, but in this we can all agree that no progress on the 
one hand towards enlightenment or a higher ideal of 
life, or on the other hand towards greater prosperity, is 
possible without education; and T therefore gratefully 
welcome your appreciation of the spirit which has 
animated the policy of my Government, and especially 
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of its attitude towards the question of education. We 
have spent money freely on its furtherance, and it is now 
our business to see that it is so spent that our young men 
may grow up to be honest and God-fearing citizens, 
equipped with qualifications that shall fit them for useful 
and honourable careers. 

About South Africa I have nothing new to tell you. 
1 and my Government have done and are doing our best 
to procure sonic alleviation of the conditions of which 
our Indian fellow-subjects in South Africa, not unjustly 
in our opinion, complain, and in furtherance of that end 
we have sent one of our ablest officers to represent us 
before the Commission that has been appointed by the 
Union Government. We may regret that the ini crests 
of the Indians have not been directly represented on that 
Commission, but we must recognise that its creation was 
a very great concession, and if its usefulness is wrecked 
and all our efforts are frustrated by the Indians in South 
Africa refusing to have anything to do with it, I shall 
sadly feel that they are throwing away a great chance 
which may never come to them again. The next few 
days should decide the matter and wo can only hope that 
wiser counsels may prevail. In the meantime it is a 
source of satisfaction to me to see that the Indian leaders 
have resolved not to increase the present difficulties of 
the Government of South Africa, and I trust, that they 
will maintain this attitude. 

I am grieved to learn that famine conditions are 
likely to prevail in several large areas in the Province of 
Agra. In parts of Oudh there will he shortage, but I 
trust no grave or widespread distress, and we can rely 
now, as in the past, upon the well-known generosity of 
tne great landlords of Oudh to help their peasantry 
through this time of trial. Government for their part 
will not be remiss in its measures of relief and every¬ 
thing that can be done to mitigate the trouble and avert 
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human, suffering is, His Honour assures me, well in 
hand. A peculiar feature of this season is the terrible 
scarcity of fodder, and I fear it is inevitable that the 
cattle will suffer severely. Fodder is pouring into the 
afflicted tracts from outside, and Government is selling 
enormous quantities at a heavy loss to the public exche¬ 
quer, but it will hardly be possible to meet the whole 
demand, and it is in the loss of its agricultural stock that 
the people will be most severely hit. Irrigation will of 
course play its part, blit your wells are drying up and 
you have no canal system in Oudh. You have made 
reference to the construction of the Sarda canal, and I 
understand that a scheme lias been prepared for har¬ 
nessing’that great river, whose waters now run to waste, 
and carrying them to the Punjab. 

This has roused you, as you say, to rectify the mis¬ 
take you made in the past in deprecating schemes for 
canal irrigation. I can naturally make no pronounce¬ 
ment on the subject, but I shall not forget the wishes 
and sentiments to which you have given expression, and 
they shall have the fullest weight when the question of 
utilising the waters of the Sarda for canal irrigation 
comes up for my consideration. 

I am very pleased to receive once more your assur¬ 
ances of devotion and attachment to the British Throne. 
The loyalty of the Taluqdars of Oudh is and has ever 
been eminent and unquestioned. Let me on my part 
once more assure you that the maintenance of your 
rights and privileges shall be the constant care of 
Government. 

Ami I hope tlmt you on your part will in the future 
as in the past continue to regard the British Officers of 
Government as ypiir best friends and most trusted 
advisers. Believe/ me they arc worthy of your cunfh 
deuce, for the Xlnited Provinces have acquired, and 
justly so, the/reputation of producing officers of the 
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very finest type. Some of the names on the roll of your 
Lieutenant-Governors bear eloquent testimony to the 
character and ability that have distinguished your 
administrators. I need hardly remind you of John 
Thomason, a pioneer in popular education; Sir John 
Strachey who was once described as the ablest man who 
has come to India since Warren Hastings; Sir Alfred 
Lyall, the philosopher, statesman and author; Sir Auck¬ 
land Colvin, a financier and administrator of Egyptian 
no less than of Indian reputation; to these should be 
added the names of Sir Charles Crosthwaite, Lord Mac- 
Donnell and Sir John Hewett. Nor need I remind you 
oi my able and trusted colleague in the Government of 
India, Sir Harcourt Butler, to whom both the city of 
Lucknow* and educational progress in India owe so much. 
In the high office of Lieutenant-Governor of these Pro¬ 
vinces you have in Sir James Mesion, who, as Financial 
Secretary to the Government of India, was one of mv 
most trusted advisers, a man known all over India for 
his judgment, capacity and devotion to duty, in whose 
hands the governance of these Provinces is safe, and 
upon whose solicitude for your interests you can rely. It 
is a source of much satisfaction to me to hear from your 
own lips an expression of your appreciation of his 
appointment as your Lieutenant-Governor. 

EH me thank you once more for the generous hospi¬ 
tality with which you have entertained us and the very 
cordial welcome you have given us, and let me tell you 
that, the I aluqdars of Oudh will always have a very 
warm corner in my heart. 


OPENING OF THE NEW BUILDINGS OF THE RAJPUT 
SCHOOLS AT JODHPUR. 

[His Excellency the Viceroy accompanied by Her,Excellency 
J014 * Lady Hardin go and stall paid a visit to the Jodhpur State, 
arriving at Jodhpur on til© 8th February. Their Excellencies 
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received an enthusiastic reception from large crowds who had 
gathered to welcome them. 

During the course of tlio day His Excellency opened the 
new school buildings, at which the Principal of the College road 
the following address: — 

1 our h&cellencies, Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen ,— 
Ihis 8th day of February 1914 will assuredly be a memorable one 
in the annals oi Marwar Rajput Education. Here on this plat- 
iorni arc gathered Your Excellencies, His Highness the Maharaja 
Sahib ot Jodhpur and His Highness Maharaja Sir Pratap Singii. 
mu Regent. It was with deep sympathy last year that we 
learnt that Your Excellency’s health would not permit of your 
laying the foundation stone of this building, and it is therefore 
with the greatest pleasure that wo welcome you to-day restored 
to health and strength. We rejoice, too, to see His Highness 
the Maharaja Sahib amongst us again after iiis long sojourn in 
^nglwt'd under the care of Major Strong, and I am glad to 
inform you that he has already given a proof of his interest in 
the Rajput education of his State by kindly presenting to these 
schools a set of apparatus for geographical teachings. 

To His Highness the Regent Sahib is due the fact that we 
are sitting here to-day; he was the originator of the Nobles’ 
and Elgin Schools, ho revived them when their fortunes were at 
a low ebb, and in conjunction with our Resident, Colonel 
Windham, and Mr. Goyder, the late Finance Member, ho was 
responsible for their present development on lines hitherto not 
attempted in this, nor I believe in any other Native State. The 
history of these schools may be briefly outlined as follows:—In 
1875 two small schools, the first of their kind in Rajputana, 
were started lor the sons of Nobles; in 1886 they were combined 
and reorganized under the title of the Powlett Nobles’ School, 
so named after Colonel Powlett, then Resident here. Many boys 
who have since distinguished themselves in the service of the 
State were sent from this school to the Mayo College; notable 
among these were Maharaj Zaiirn Singh, brother of His Highness 
the Regent, and Maharaj Fatteh Singh. In 1890 Maharaja 
Sir Pratap Singh started a school for poor Rajput boys, who 
were fed, clothed and educated at State expense; this was opened 
by, and named after, Lord Elgin, and was in 1899 amalgamated 
with the Nobles’ School; later the schools again separated and 
continued with varying fortunes until Sir Pratap Singh was 
appointed Regent in 1911; he promptly reunited the two schools 
and sot on foot the schemo for developing them on the present 
scale. In April 1912 I was appointed Principal, and less than a 
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month later the plana of the new buildings had been prepared 
and the site, the happy idea of Colonel Windham, chosen. In 
November 1912 the first stone was put into the ground, and now 
15 months later the present imposing buildings have been erected 
at a cost to the Durbar of over lakhs. The original design 
is that of Mr. G. J. O’Brien, late State Engineer, but it has 
been elaborated and the entire work carried out by his successor, 
Mr. 0. Skelton, who may fairly bo congratulated on the result 
of his labours. The main building contains accommodation for 
■1 vernacular classes upstairs and 10 classes, studying tip to the 
Matriculation standard, downstairs; in addition there are a 
Library and Beading-room, Principal’s office and daftry, and 
this imposing hall, the largest in tho State. The boarding-house 
for the Nobles will accommodate 50 boys, all of whom pay for 
their education, while each of the other three houses will comfort¬ 
ably take 120. 1 venture to hope that Your Excellency will 

graciously allow your name to be associated with one of these 
houses. There is a swimming-bath, which in cold weather will 
serve as a gymnasium, stabling for 30 horses, quarters for 25 
teachers, as well as a hospital; the extensive grounds will be 
utilized for cricket, hockey, football, and parade-ground, while 
for the Nobles a riding-ground is provided. A thorough physical 
training is one of our chief aims, and a great stimulus has boon 
given to this by tho invaluable help and encouragement given 
by our Finance Member, Major Patterson. It may not bo out 
of place to mention that, when the Rajputnna School sports were 
last held in Ajmer, our five competitors carried off three first 
prizes as well as a special prize for the best individual perform¬ 
ance of the day, and our school stood third out of 27 competing 
schools. We do not aim at turning out merely passers of ex- 
aininations, but tho physical and moral development of the boys 
are two of our chief objects: by this means we hope to send out 
a steady supply of boys well fitted to serve their Stnto in its 
various departments and to maintain tho proud tradition of the 
Rajput. To guard against the evils of over-education I have 
outlined a scheme which will, I hope, bo a stimulus to Rajput 
education in tho district schools and also bring the number of 
our own admissions within the limits which make for efficient 

training_our present numbers are just under 300, and over 

300 more have applied for admission. With regard to tho Nobles’ 
I have strong hopes that this school will stimulate interest in 
education among the Sardars, so that wo may not only do good 
work here, but also send a larger number of boys to tho Mayo 
College than heretofore. 
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In conclusion, I fool that ifc is a matter for tho heartiest con¬ 
gratulation that Your Excellency, so keen a promoter of otluea- 
tion on the soundest lines, is graciously pleased to extend your 
patronage and interest to the education of tho Rajputs in Marwar 
]) y performing to-day the opening ceremony of our new Rajput 
Schools. 

To which His Excellency made the following reply:*—] 

Your Highnesses, Ladies and Gentlemen ,—The in¬ 
auguration of these new buildings marks a forward stop 
m the educational policy of Jodhpur, and indicates a 
development with which it gives me the greatest possible 
pleasure to find myself associated. 

The account of the school that has just been given us 
shows that it> past career has been somewhat chequered, 
but now that the Elgin School and tho Powlett School 
have once more been reunited and have found a worthy 
abiding place in those buildings, there is every reason to 
hope that its future is assured. 

In some respects the arrangements here remind me 
01 those formerly in force at one of our oldest English 
public schools, and I can wish no happier future for this 
institution than that it may form a similar tradition of 
its own, so that the boys may leave it not only animated 
by the highest ideals, but with their intellect and char¬ 
acter thoroughly developed, as well equipped to hold 
their own in the battle of life as their ancestors were in 
the stormy days when learning was of little account and 
a good sword arm, a brave heart and a good horse were 
the only requisites for success. 

Being a public school man myself, I am perhaps some¬ 
what biassed in favour of that form of education; it is 
impossible, however, not to recognise that its advantages 
are to some extent discounted when differences of caste 
and creed and social custom operate to prevent boys from 
living together as one family. That happily is a diffi¬ 
culty you have not to face here, where the school is for 
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Rajput boys and all cun meet on a common footing, and 
I cannot but think that the manly virtues of high, cour¬ 
age and unswerving loyalty inherent in the sons of Raj- 
putana will form us fitting a tree as can anywhere be 
found whereon to engraft onr English system, this 
institution owes its existence largely to the wisdom and 
genius of His Highness the Regent Sir Pratap Singh, 
and I regard it ns of happy augury that IJis Highness 
the Maharaja of Jodhpur should himself in these early 
days have shown his substantial interest in its success. 
There is no question but that it begins its career with 
fortunate omens, and the large number of applications for 
admission is in itself a demonstration that it supplies a 
real demand. 

You do not: in any way contemplate entering into 
competition with the Mayo College, and indeed the stimu¬ 
lus to education derived from this foundation will rather, 
I hope, increase the number of your Nobles who pass on 
to that, but you look forward to turning out boys well 
equipped for their various walks in life, and from among 
them no doubt will be found many wlio are destined in 
the future to do good work in the service of the Jodhpur 
State. 

Those who have been responsible for the actual design 
and construction of these buildings are fortunate in hav¬ 
ing had at hand this beautiful red sandstone, and I con¬ 
gratulate them upon the finished product of their labours. 

I accept with pleasure the invitation that I have 
received to give my name to one of the Boarding Houses, 
and Lady Hardinge and 1 are equally pleased to give 
our names to the medals to be instituted as prizes for the 
best all round boys at work and at sport respective!} ; 
and I take it ns a compliment that my name should be 
so closely associated with the life of this school, regard- 
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ing- the future of which such high hopes may justly bo 
entertained. 

I have great pleasure in •declaring these buildings 
open. 

STATE BANQUET AT JODHPUR. 

[His Highness the Maharaja entertained Their Excellencies 8th Fob. 
to a State Banquet in the evening of the 8th February, at which 1911 
about 80 guests wore present. 

Sir Pratap Singh proposed the Viceroy’s health in the follow¬ 
ing terms: — 

Your Excellencies) Ladies and Gentlemen ,—It is nearly a year 
since Your Excellencies were to honour this State with a visit, 
hut unfortunately our hopes could not then bo realized on account 
of the sad incident at Delhi. Ever since the day I learnt of 
Your Excellency’s inability to come hero last year, 1 have been 
eagerly looking forward to the day Marwar would have the 
pleasure and honour of Your Excellency’s visit; and on behalf of 
the Marwar Durbar I now beg to offer the heartiest and warmest 
welcome to Your Excellency and Lady Uardinge. It is a special 
privilege and honour to the Marwar State to receive in this way 
n visit from a Viceroy and Governor General who has so com¬ 
pletely identified himself with all that concerns the welfare and 
advantage both of the Princes and people of this ancient land. 

T will not trouble Your Excellency hero by referring at any 
length to the affairs of this State, with the guidance of which 
Your Excellency did me the high honour to entrust me during 
the present minority. I only hope that Your Excellency will 
from a personal inspection of things be satisfied that the confi¬ 
dence reposed in me has been justified. 

His Highness the Maharaja has now returned from England 
to his own &tate and people, with his mind and outlook on life 
enlarged by education at a public school; by travel and a genera! 
introduction to the affairs of. the world under the inspiring 
influence of a sympathetic and conscientious guardian, Major 
Strong; and lastly by the inestimable advantage of having come 
under the favourable notice, and almost parental regard and 
care, of his Sovereign, who honoured him with his close personal 
friendship. It will now he my proudest duty to be associated 
with such further measures as Your Excellency may direct for 
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His Highness 1 n administrative training and preparation for the 
position of Ruler of the splendid heritage to which he has 
succeeded. 

1 would now in conclusion merely wish to bring to Your 
Excellency's notice, and to express my thunks for, the continual 
help ungrudgingly given me at all timos by my esteemed friends 
the Hon’blo the Agent to the Governor General and the Resident, 
and by all Members of the Regency Council individually and 
collectively; and particularly I should like to express the deep 
obligation l feel to Your Excellency for the kind support, and 
sympathy that I hnvo always received at your hands, without 
which T should at times have felt my task as Regent of the State 
wellnigh impossible. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to join me in enthusiastically 
drinking to the health, long life and prosperity of the Illustrious 
Representative of His Majesty the King-Emperor, Lord Hardingo 
of Polish nr st, and his gracious wife, Lady Hardinge. 

To which His Excellency made the following reply; — ] 

Yoitr Highness, Maharaja Sir Praiap Singh, Ladies 
and Gentlemen ,—1 desire to tlmnk you, Sir Pratap, very 
cordially for the kind terms in which you have proposed 
my health and for your sympathetic allusions to the 
causes which prevented my paving my projected visit to 
Marwar last year. Though l was deeply disappointed 
at being compelled to postpone for so long the pleasure of 
seeing with my own eyes the capital of one of the lead¬ 
ing and most interesting States in far-famed Rujputana, 
the delay has brought its compensation not only in the 
cordial reception which you personally have accorded 
me, but in the opportunity which it has afforded me of 
welcoming His Highness Maharaja Sumer Singh back 
to his State after two years of public school life in Eng¬ 
land. I ana sure all of us here to-night are delighted to 
see ITis Highness return full of health and strength. It 
was only after the most anxious consideration that I de¬ 
cided, with the full concurrence of the Maharaja Regent, 
to take the important step of sending His Highness to 
England/ but from what I have heard of the progress 
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which His Highness has made during his stay there and 
his popularity both with the masters and his school- 
fellows, 1 am confident that the experiment has been 
crowned with success, and that the public school train¬ 
ing. which His Highness has received, will have im¬ 
planted in him true ideals of morality, honour and jus¬ 
tice, while it has left his love for his country and her 
noble traditions unimpaired. His Highness’s subjects 
will, 1 am sure, be gratified to learn that it is proposed 
I bat His Highness shall complete his general education 
in Jodhpur in order gradually to familiarise himself with 
those local administrative problems with which he will 
shortly be called upon to deal. 

I would remind His Highness that the task of govern¬ 
ing a State of the size and importance of Jodhpur is one 
calculated to tax the energy and test the ability of even 
the most experienced, and that the more assiduously he 
applies himself to the study of its administration in the 
time which remains before he is invested with powers, 
the easier will that task become and the more efficiently 
will it be performed. 

1 have no doubt that the Council of Regency will con¬ 
tinue to discharge their onerous duties with that energy 
and ability which have characterised their proceedings 
in the past, and will hand over to His Highness a pros¬ 
perous ami contented State. I am glad to take this 
opportunity of expressing my high appreciation of the 
success which has attended their labours. 

It would be invidious for me to attempt to apportion 
the credit of this success among the individual Members 
of the Council, but I feel sure that I shall raise no resent¬ 
ment when T. say that to the personality and sound judg¬ 
ment of His Highness the Maharaja Regent Sir Pratap 
Singh are mainly due the efficiency to which the admin¬ 
istration ha$ attained, and the harmony which has always 
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marked the relations between the Council and my Politi- 
cnl Officers in Rajputnna. We all know him as a gal¬ 
lant gentleman and one of tile finest sportsmen in India, 
a grand old Ralitorc, Out I doubt whether every one 
knows what a magnificent administrative record Sir 
Pratap has behind him. 

In the early eighties Jodhpur was not the peaceful 
country it is now, but daooity and turbulence were lant- 
pant in -the land; Maharaja Jaswant Singh was on the 
gndi and called to his aid Sir Pratap, who had already won 
his spurs as an administrator. Sir Pratap himself took 
the lead against various gangs of freebooters, and his 
activity and energy rapidly evolved law and order 
where chaos and disorder had hitherto prevailed; and 
then under his guidance boundary disputes were settled, 
real courts of justice established, criminal tribes re¬ 
claimed, tho customs reformed, n treasury started, debts 
paid off, and funds provided for public works. From 
that time, too, date the Imperial Service Troops, whom 
i am to have the pleasure of inspecting the day after to¬ 
morrow. Some of them served with distinction in the 
Tiiah Campaign, where Sir Pratap was also present, and 
later under his leadership maintained their fine reputa¬ 
tion in the China Expedition; and I have no doubt that 
in the future as in the past they will always he ready, 
ami more than ready, for similar service should occasion 
arise. When, therefore, two years ago arrangements 
had to he made for the administration of tlie Jodhpur 
State, I had cause to deem myself fortunate in being able 
to avail myself of the services of a man of Sir I’ratap’s 
ripe experience, administrative ability and integrity of 
purpose, and I can confidently claim that time has amply 
justified the wisdom of uiy choice. It only remains for 
me to congratulate him most cordially on the liberal and 
enlightened policy which has been pursued in the Jodh- 
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pur State and the progress and development which have 
resulted from his able guidance. 

It will not be long before His Highness the Maharaja 
will take over the reins that have so skilfully been held 
during the Regency, and, with the great traditions of 
the Balitore clan behind him and all the world before 
him, he may look forward to a career of honourable dis¬ 
tinction worthy of his ancestry, and he may rest assured 
that throughout its course he will carry with him the 
warm and hearty good wishes of all who know him. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to join me in drink¬ 
ing to the health and prosperity of His Highness the 
Maharaja of Jodhpur, coupled with the name of that 
veteran soldier and administrator my friend Maharaja 
Sir Pratap Singh. 

DEATH OF THE EARL OF MINTO. 

[At a meeting of the Imperial Legislative Council Hia Excellency 2i?d Mar. 
took the opportunity of making a few remarks on the death of the 1914. 
Earl the news of which had reached India the night before. 

His Excellency said :—] 

The sad news reached India last night that the Earl 
of Minto had passed away, and I am sure that I shall only 
he voicing the thoughts that are uppermost in the minds 
of you all, if I pay a brief tribute of sorrow to the memory 
of your late Viceroy and of sympathy with the gracious 
lady who has boon left behind to mourn his loss. 

Ajid indeed no more fitting place could be chosen for 
this sorrowful purpose than this Council Chamber for 
Lord Minto’s name will go down to history indissolubly 
connected with the expansion of the Legislative Councils 
that marked such a definite step in the political progress 
of India, I t has long been agreed that it was a-wise step, 
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but I think it must also be admitted that it was a brave 
step for it required wisdom and courage of no mean order 
to recommend the grant of an extension of political privi¬ 
leges at a time of unrest and when political outrages 
of a murderous character had recently begun to blacken 
the pages of Indian history. 

Lord Mi 11 to, gallant English gentleman that he was, 
held on his course with a cool head and fearless heart, and 
X think we have mu6h to thank him for in the free spirit 
and friendly atmosphere of this Council Chamber. 

So 1 would ask your permission to send in your name a 
message of our deep and heartfelt sympathy with Lady 
Minto in the grievous loss which has befallen her. 

RETIREMENT OF GENERAL SIR O’MOORE CUP, AG XT, 

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE FORCES IN INDIA. 

2nU Mai [ftis Excellency the Viceroy made the following remarks in 
1014. connection with Sir O’Moore Creagh’s retirement, at a meeting of 
the Imperial Legislative Council held on the 2nd March 1914 :—] 

Before the Hon’ble Finance Member begins his finan¬ 
cial statement I should like to take this opportunity, 
which X believe will be the last on which His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief will be present in Council in 
our midst, of expressing to 11 is Excellency the warm 
appreciation of myself and my Government of his long 
and distinguished service in this land. 

It is now over 47 years since Sir (V Moore Creagh first 
wore His Majesty’s uniform as an Ensign in the 05th Foot. 
In 1870 lie was transferred to the Indian Army in which 
he successively commanded the Merwara Battalion and 
the 2nd Baluchis as well ns holding several staff appoint¬ 
ments. From 1878 to 1880 we find His Excellency en¬ 
gaged in the Afghan War where his distinguished service 
gained for him the much coveted and highly valued bon- 
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mu of the \ io tori a Cross, while he also received brevet 
promotion. In 1890 His Excellency was again on active 
service in the Zhob Valley when his services were again 
recognised in despatches. In 1898 Sir O’Moore Creagh 
was appointed Political Resident and General Officer 
Commanding at Aden. He proceeded later to a Brigade 
command in the China Expedition where his good ser¬ 
vices won for him the K.C.U., and subsequently he com¬ 
manded the whole of the British Forces there. On return 
from China His Excellency took up the important com¬ 
mand of a Division in India and later on was selected by 
Lord Morley to fill the post of Military Secretary at the 
India Office. 

For the last 4* years His Excellency has exercised the 
ellief command of the Army in India and in this position 
has worked strenuously and lias carried out measures for 
the efficiency and improvement of the Army which have 
added greatly to his already high reputation. During his 
period of command in India His Majesty the King- 
Emperor, to whom His Excellency had been appointed 
Aide-de-Camp General, visited this country and conferred 
on the Commander-in-Chief the high distinction of the 
G.C.S.I. 

It is with sincere regret that I lose the loyal services 
of this gallant officer who not only has succeeded in ac¬ 
quiring and maintaining the respect and esteem of all 
ranks of the British Army in India, but also the affection 
and devotion of the Indian officers arid men of the Indian 
Army. 

Tn leaving us after a life devoted to India and fhe 
Indian Army he will carry away with him to his home the 
good wishes of us all for his continued health and pros¬ 
perity during the evening of life which we trust will be 
blessed with much happiness as a fitting reward for his 
long and distinguished service to the Crown and to India. 
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We can assure him that in India his memory will 
always remain green and we are confident that with him 
India will not be forgotten. 


CHIEFS* CONFERENCE AT DELHI. 

[His Excellency the Viceroy in opening the proceedings of the 
Conference which was held at Delhi on Jird March said :—] 

J our Highnesses and Gentlemen ,—It is with the 
greatest pleasure that I welcome you once more to Delhi 
and to this Council Chamber, which was the scene of your 
deliberations a year ago. Your Highnesses* presence 
hero, in spite of the discomforts of the* journey and the 
difficulties of accommodation in this temporary city, is 
a clear indication, if one were needed, that your interest 
in the higher education of your sons and Sardars has in 
no way abated, and that you are ready and eager, as the 
Hiding Chiefs oi India have ever been, to share with me 
and my Government the burden of Imperial rule. The 
object with which you are gathered is one which, I need 
hardly say, is as close to the hearts of the Government of 
India as to your own. For it is on the education and 
enlightenment of the Killing Chiefs and their Sardars 
that the moral and material progress of India in no small 
measure depends. 

I was glad to learn from the proceedings of the last 
Conference that, after a discussion which displayed in a 
remarkable manner the capacity and public spirit of those 
who took part in it, you decided unanimously that it was 
desirable to establish nu institution for the higher educa¬ 
tion of hoys from the Chiefs* Colleges, and that a separate 
College should be founded, to Vie called, with His 
Majesty’s permission, “King George’s College,** which 
would seek the privileges of a Degree-giving institution. 







Chiefs' Conference at Delhi. 

I was further "glad to note that the majority of you 
were prepared to support your opinion by generous dona¬ 
tions and subscriptions, amounting in all to a capital en¬ 
dowment of about 15 lakhs of rupees. I wish to take this 
opportunity of congratulating Your Highnesses on your 
enlightened sense of the needs of your own States, and 
of the Indian Empire in general. 

The questions which remain for discussion by this 
Conference will appear from the list of agenda which you 
have before you. As regards the first item on the list, it 
will be within the knowledge of most of you that an 
opportunity was recently given to the general Councils 
of the Chiefs’ Colleges to consider an alternative plan to 
that adopted by the Conference last year for attaining 
the object which we all have in view. Briefly, the alter¬ 
native suggested by the Government of India was that, 
in place of a single institution providing instruction for 
all classes now educated at the Chiefs’ Colleges, there 
should be two separate institutions, one for Ruling Chiefs 
and their near relatives, and the larger estate-holders who 
would not require the hall-mark of a University Degree, 
and another for Sardars and others requiring a Degree 
The former class might, it was suggested, be served by 
the Imperial Cadet Corps developed on new lines, and the 
latter bv a separate Sardars’ College or hostels at selected 
Colleges. I gather from the proceedings of the College 
Councils that this alternative plan has not met with 
general approval, and that the majority of the Chiefs are 
in favour of adhering to the original plan. It will be for 
the members of this Conference to determine now whether 
that plan should now be finally adopted. I have no wish 
to prejudice your decision, but T should like to make it 
plain that the alternative suggestion was put forward 
mainly because I was advised that the original plan was 
not wholly approved by a certain number ot the more 
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important Chiefs, and because it seemed desirable, before 
another Conference was held, to give a further oppor¬ 
tunity of discussing this all-important question. Should 
you now decide to adhere to your original resolution, you 
may be assured of my full sympathy and support. 

The next question for discussion is that of the location 
of the proposed College. I understand that the larger 
body of opinion is in favour of Delhi as being more cen¬ 
tral than Ajmer, and in anticipation of this view being 
adopted, I have already taken steps to secure that a suit¬ 
able site in the vicinity of the new city should be reserved 
for this object. 

The remaining questions arc of comparatively slight 
importance, with the exception of that which appears last 
on the programme, namely, the question of finance. This 
presents a problem which will require your very careful 
consideration. The position at present is not altogether 
reassuring. The amount required for the establishment 
of the proposed College is estimated at Its. 64 lakhs, or 
Us. 75 J lakhs, if a science course is provided. The sub¬ 
scriptions and donations already promised, including the 
annual subvention of half a lakh which the Government 
of India have undertaken to recommend to the Secretary 
of State, amount to a capital sum of approximately Its. 28 
lakhs. There remains therefore a sum of at least Its. 8 <; 
lakhs to be collected if the College is to be properly 
equipped and endowed. By what means and from what 
sources is this large sum to be obtained? That is the pro¬ 
blem which you now have to solve. I have already in¬ 
formed you that the Government of India are prepared 
to recommend an annual subvention of half a lakh of 
rupees towards a scheme which meets with their approval, 
and I regret that I am unable to bold out hopes of a 
further grant from Imperial revenues. It seems there¬ 
fore that if tlie scheme is to go forward, the Ruling Chiefs 




ww/sr^ 



. Lord Uardinge, of Pens hurst. 


263 



Treatment of Indians in South Africa . 

of India must either combine together to find the extra 3b 
lakhs required or must be prepared to invite contributions 
from the aristocratic families, of British India. The 
latter course would naturally involve, not only the ad¬ 
mission of selected youths from British India into the 
proposed Higher College, but also the representation of 
these families on t lie governing body. 1 shall be inter¬ 
ested to learn what is the opinion of the Conference on 
this question, which vitally affects the prospects of the 
proposed institut ion. 

There is another problem of subsidiary importance, 
not connected with the subject of this Conference, as to 
which I shall be glad to have Your Highnesses’ views 
before you return to your States. The matter will be 
explained to a select committee of Your Highnesses later 
when the proceedings of the Conference are concluded. I 
mention it here as an indication of my desire to treat Your 
Highnesses as my trusted colleagues and to seek your 
collective opinion, whenever possible, on matters affecting 
the interests of your order. 

[After the Maharajas of Bikanir and Indore had spoken, the 
Viceroy said —] 

1 thank you warmly for the friendly words you have 
spoken, and I can assure you that the ideas therein ex¬ 
pressed by His Highness the Maharaja of Bikanir have 
my warm sympathy. I will now leave Your Highnesses 
to your deliberations. 


TREATMENT OF INDIANS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

[At a meeting of the Imperial Legislative Council hold at Delhi 17 th MAr. 
on the 17 th March 1914, His Excellency the Viceroy made the 1914. 
following statement on the above subject:—] 

Before resuming the business of Council I am anxious 
to avail myself of this opportunity to give to Hon’ble 
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Members all tlie information in my possession on a subject 
which has recently occupied the very serious attention 
of the Government of India, that is to say, the troubles 
that have arisen in South Africa in connection with the 
treatment of Indians in that country. This Council will 
recollect that in consequence of the outbreak of passive 
resistance and of the strikes in .Natal in the month of 
November last, the South African Government appointed 
a Commission to investigate the causes of the disturbances 
in Natal and to formulate proposals for dealing with the 
alleged grievances of the Indian population. That Com¬ 
mission was presided over by a Judge of the Supreme 
Court assisted by' two Members, and a forecast of their 
conclusions was made public yesterday in the daily press. 
The Report of the Commission lias been laid on the table 
of the Union Parliament at 2 o'clock to-day, and l should 
now like' to explain in fuller detail to my Council the 
significance of the Commission’s Report. 

In the first place, the Commission recommend the 
repeal of section 6 of an Act passed by the Natal Govern¬ 
ment, No. IT of 1895, which imposed on indentured 
Indiums who have completed their service of indenture 
and failed either to re-indenture or to return to India 
art annual license tax of £3. 1 do not desire to weary 
the Council with a complete history of the negotiations 
between the Natal Government and the Government of 
India in 1894 and subsequent years which preceded the. 
imposition and subsequent modification of this tax. Its 
imposition arose from the fear entertained by the N dal 
Government that indentured Indians, on completion of 
their indentures, would settle in that Colony in such 
numbers as to form an embarrassing problem to those 
interested in the future of the country. The Government 
of India at that time desired to secure the continuance 
of emigration to Natal as forming a valuable outlet for 
the surplus agricultural population, while maintaining 
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that failure to return to India or to re-indenture at the 
end of the original indenture period should not entail 
criminal prosecution and the penalties that are ordinarily 
attached to breaches of the criminal law. From this 
point of view, the action subsequently taken by the Natal 
Government, that is to say, the imposition of a <£3 tax 
on those who failed to re-indenture or to return to India 
after the expiry of the period of the original contract, 
was considered to be the most reasonable solution of a 
very difficult question. Modifications in the £Z tax have 
been made from time to time bv legislation with the 
object, amongst others, of exempting such women as were 
not in a position to pay. But it has been felt for some 
time that the tax was undesirable and burdensome, and 
since the complete cessation by order of the Government 
of India in 1911 of all indentured emigration to Natal, 
the retention of this tax and its capricious enforcement, 
even though it is not levied on more than a small number 
of those liable, has been a constant source of irritation 
among Indians in Natal. When the Immigration Act 
of 191 3 was passed, it was hoped in many quarters that 
the occasion might be utilised to repeal this objectionable 
impost; but this unfortunately was not done. 

The Government of India welcome the recommendation 
of the Commission for the repeal of the tax, and although 
they fully realise that the Government of South Africa 
are not definitely committed to the findings of the Com¬ 
mission, they earnestly hope that the Government of the 
Union may accept this proposal and give effect to it at 
the earliest possible date by means of the necessary 
legislation. 

Next in importance to this question of the repeal of 
the £3 tax, there is the necessity of providing by some 
form of legislation for the position of women, either in 
South Africa or desiring to enter South Africa, who are 
married to Indians by a form of union which is not at 
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present recognised by the laws of that country. The 
South African legislature has hitherto shown disinclina¬ 
tion to give any form of legal recognition to marriages 
performed according to the rites of any religion which 
permits the practice of polygamy. This attitude has 
been necessarily extremely embarrassing to Indians in 
South Africa whether married to one or more wives, who 
desired to obtain recognition for at least one wife. The 
Report of the Commission contains numerous recom¬ 
mendations intended to meet the reasonable requirements 
of Mahomedans and Hindus in respect of this difficulty. 
The substance of their recommendations is that a law 
should be passed providing for the appointment of 
marriage officers from amongst the Indian priests of 
different denominations whose duty it would be to 
solemnise future marriages in accordance with the religion 
of parties to the transaction and duly to register the same. 
Only one marriage in each case can be so solemnised and 
registered, and it will then have the great advantage of 
ranking entirely with any other marriage contracted 
under the laws of the Union. Existing actual monogam¬ 
ous marriages are to be similarly recognised by this law, 
and further provision is to be made for the admission 
into the Union, along with her minor children, of one 
wife in the case of any Indian who is married according 
to the tenets of his religion whether it recognised poly¬ 
gamy or not outside the Union of South Africa, provided 
that she is the only wife in the country. 

Further, and this I venture to think is a very note¬ 
worthy and important proposal—it is recommended that 
Indians, after registering one wife in the manner to 
which I have already referred, should not be debarred 
in any way from contracting other marriages according 
to their own religious rites, though it will of course be 
impossible to accord to such marriages any form of legal 
recognition whatsoever. 
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Next the Commission have dealt with some minor 
grievances which formed the subject of protest on the 
part of the Indian population in South Africa against 
the recently enacted Immigration Act. They have 
recommended that a clause in the Act winch repeats the 
provisions of a law of the Orange Free State directed 
against the immigration of Asiatics should, I understand, 
he made unobjectionable by the issue of' executive orders 
of a nature calculated to remove all cause for dissatis¬ 
faction. Also that certain existing restrictions, with 
regard to the issue of certificates enabling Indian residents 
in South Africa to leave the country and to return within 
stated period, should he modified in u very favourable 
manner. Measures am ; 1 1 so recommended for increasing 
the facilities for the issue of permits to those Indians who 
desire to visit the Union for temporary purposes. 

In these recommendations I find a very complete and 
satisfactory attempt to arrive at a final solution of the 
difficulties that have arisen in South Africa, and I should 
like to take this opportunity of expressing the warm 
appreciation of the Government of India of the broad 
and statesmanlike manner in which those difficult ques¬ 
tions have been approached and dealt with by the 
Commission. I believe the presence and active co¬ 
operation of Sir Benjamin Robertson, to whom we are 
indebted for his firm and conciliatory attitude, has very 
materially contributed to the formulation of these pro¬ 
posals, and I feel confident that if, as I sincerely hope 
will lie the case, they are adopted by the Union Govern¬ 
ment and combined with sympathetic administration of 
the ’existing laws, they should undoubtedly lea l to a 
1 nsti ng settlement. 

The Commission of Enquiry regretted very greatly 
that the Indians, for reasons to which 1 need not refer, 
failed to appear before them and to give evidence not 
only on the questions with which I have dealt, but in 
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connection with the various cases of ill-treutment which 
were alleged to have occurred at the time the Commission 
was appointed, 1 share I hat regret, and 1 cannot help 
thinking that the Indians would have been better advised 
had they accepted the counsel I tendered to them in my 
speech in Calcutta in December last when I strongly 
urged that they should appear before the Commission 
and give their evidence on all matters that were referred 
to that Tribunal for enquiry. The Commission, through 
labouring under some disadvantage as a result of this 
abstinence, have framed their recommendations on broad 
and liberal lines; and should the South African Govern¬ 
ment give effect to these recommendations by legislation, 
I sincerely trust that the settlement thus embodied in the 
law will be accepted in this country by all loyal subjects 
of His Majesty the Ring-Emperor. 


ADDRESS FROM THE BOM BAY M UNICIPAL CORPORATION. 

20tt« Mar. [His Excellency the Viceroy and party arrived at Victoria 
19 ! I Terminus at 8 o’clock on the morning of the ‘ifRh March. The- Rail¬ 
way Volunteers formed rt guard-oMumour inside tho station. Out¬ 
side a picturesque note was struck hy the presence of a contingent 
of sailors from the flagship who lined the streets nearest the station. 
The Light Horse marched in from their camp, L5 miles distant, to 
form Their Excellencies’ escort. The Viceroy drove in a carriage 
with the Governor of Bombay, and Lady Hardinge was accompanied 
in the second carriage hy Lady Willingdon. The procession drove 
direct t«» Government House along Queen's Read. 

The first public function took place at noon when the Viceroy 
wont to the Town Hall to receive an address from the Municipal 
Corporation. Ho motored down from Malabar Point with the 
Governor, and Lady Hardinge and Lady Willingdon were also pre¬ 
sent. The Town Hall was crammed with Indians whose enthusiasm 
was irrepressible. When tho Viceroy entered the Hall in .procession 
the whole multitude rose and cheered wildly for several minutes. 
Tremendous applause broke out again whenever the President, 



Speeches by II. E. Lord Hcrdinge of Pens hurst. 269 



Address from the Bombay Municipal Corporation. 

reading the address, came upon some passage appreciative of His 
Excellency. Lord Hardinge received another ovation when he spoke 

in reply. 

The address was as follows :— 

May it please Y our Excellency ,—More than three years have 
elapsed since the Municipal Corporation of this City had the honour 
of welcoming Your Lordship on your first arrival in India and of 
giving expression to the hope that the peaceful achievements of Your 
Lordship’s administration would rival the victories under arrm 
which Your Lordship's famous ancestor gained in this country more 
than seventy years ago. 

Once against we have been accorded the privilege of bidding 
you welcome to our City, and in doing so wo beg Your Lordship 
to accept our most grateful acknowledgments of Your Lordship V 
steadfast and successful endeavour to effect for the benefit of tho 
people of this great continent all that wise statesmanship and human 
sympathy can devise. In common with our countrymen in other 
parts of India we citizens of Bombay heard with feelings of horror 
and dismay of the dastardly attempt upon Your Lordship’s life in 
Delhi, and the grief which wo all felt at that most foul and detestable 
outrage was only equalled by tho admiration evoked in all hearts by 
the cool courage and splendid fortitude of Your Lordship and Lady 
Hardinge during that time of trial and by the universal sentiment 
of relief at the news of Your Lordships ultimate recovery. Since 
the assassination of Lord Mayo forty-two years ago no event has 
stirrod the hearts of the people of this country so profoundly, and in 
its ultimate effect no circumstance has served to deepen and vivify 
the sentiments of loyalty to British rule of all sections of varying 
shades of thought in so striking a manner as that unhappy incident 

In one of Your Lordship’s first speeches after your convalescence 
Your Lordship assured the people of India that the grave peri! 
through which you had passed had made no difference to the feelings 
which you had ever entertained towards them; and wo most, grate¬ 
fully acknowledge not only the deep sympathy which prompted 
those words but also tho fact that Your Lordship's personal policy 
has unswervingly been directed towards nobly fulfilling that assur¬ 
ance. The people of India will not lightly forget Your Lordship’s 
statesmanlike settlement of the trouble in Cawnpore, ns also your 
firm and conscientious endeavour to support the cause of their 
fellow-countrymen in South Africa. 

Another incident in Your Loidship’s administration which the 
people of this country will ever joyfully remember—on event 


270 Speeches by II. E. Lord Hardinge of Penshursl . 

Address from the Bombay Municipal Corporation. 


unprecedented in the annals of India—an event which sent a wave of 
loyalty and contentment throughout the land—was the visit of 
Their Imperial Majesties the King-Emperov and Que en- impress to 
this country to announce their Coronation in person to their Indian 
subjects. The historic pronouncement made by His Most Gracious 
Majesty on the occasion of the Delhi Durbar of the administrative 
changes inaugurated, on the advice tendered by Your Excellency, 
for the better administration of this country and the greater pros- 
pority and happiness of the people, and Their Majesties’ loving 
message to their subjects, will ever remain fresh in their hearts, and 
wo cannot allow this opportunity to pass without giving expression 
to our feelings of gratitude to Your Excellency for having appreciated 
the deep significance of Their Majesties' presence amongst the 
Indian people and for having so successfully directed the course of 
Their Majesties* sojourn in this land. 

With especial pleasure do wo hail Your Lordship’s presence in 
our City, synchronizing as il does with the completion of the great 
docks which we feel confident are destined to inaugurate a fresh 
era of prosperity for our Island; and we take pride in the thought 
that those fine works, to be visited in clue season by the shipping of 
the world, arc to bo formally declared open by the descendant of 
one whoso prowess on the high seas roused the admiration and 
gratitude of the citizens of Bombay more than a century ago. 

Apart from the now docks, Your Lordship will witness manifold 
signs of the improvement and development of this City. When 
w elcoming you to our shores, we had expressed the hope that Your 
Lordship’s Government w r ould render adequate financial assistance 
towards the improvement of the City. Representations on the sub¬ 
ject were subsequently addressed to Your Excellency’s Government 
who were pleased to place at the disposal of the Government of 
Bombay a grant of Rs. fiO lakhs for the City of Bombay Improve¬ 
ment Trust and to recognize the principle that the work of im¬ 
proving this City which is the Capital of this Presidency and one of 
the greatest trade centres of the Empire is a matter not merely of 
local or provincial interest but also of imperial concern. 

So far ns our resources will allow we aro endeavouring to take 
a liberal view of our responsibilities and co-operute with Govern¬ 
ment and other local public bodies in developing the amenities and 
commercial facilities of the City. On the construction of new roads 
and the general improvement of communications we have during the 
past ten years spent about 00 lakhs and onr sanctioned programme 
for the future show's no sign of decrease. Of recent years one of 




WHlSTffy 



Speeches by H. 


E\ 


Lord Harclinge of Penshurst 



Address from the Bombay Municipal Corporation. 

the chief obstacles to sanitary reform and general progress has been 
the inadequacy of our water supply. To remedy tins we have 
undertaken the raising of the Tausa dam and the duplication of the 
main at a cost of about 70 lakhs, exclusive of subsidiary works that 
will sub frequently be necessary and will bring the total cost to over 
n crore of rupees. We hope that the increased water supply will 
be available by the end of 1015 and that, its advent will mark a 
distinct advance in sanitary efficiency and commercial prosperity. 
Meanwhile we are preparing for the change by increasing the size 
of our sewers and the power of our pumping plants at considerable 
cost; while to safeguard the public health and render possible the 
development of an important portion of the island we have recently 
begun the construction of a deep sea sewage outfall which with the 
now pumps recently installed is estimated to cost 43 lakhs. 

One of the most serious problems that facas our City, lying as 
it does but a few feet above the sea, is the disposal of the large 
volume of storm water which finds no natural outlet. We have 
made some progress with the construction of covered and properly 
graded-storm water drains, but in certain parts of the island large 
areas otherwise suitable for development are rendered useless and 
dangerous to health by the existence of open storm-water drains 
and reservoirs from which it is at present impossible to exclude 
-ullage water. We hope that the day i* not long distant when we 
shall he in a position to adopt measures to remove those undoubted 
sources of discomfort and disease. 

The improvement of the public health of a large City such as 
this which is liable to recurrences of serious epidemic disease cannot 
naturally be effected save by sustained effort for many years, and 
seeming setbacks to progress are inevitable; nor is it safe to be 
unduly optimistic when statistics seem to prove that a real advance 
has been achieved. Wo would, however, respectfully draw Your 
Lordship’s attention to the almost continuous decline in plague 
mortality from 20 per millo in 1903 to 206 per mille in 1913. In 
the latter year our total death-rate per mille was 32*47, which is 
lower than any corresponding figure since 1895 and compares 
favourably with that of any large City in the Fast. Wo venture to 
believe that the measures we have so far taken to secure the public 
health have under Providence had some share in this result and 
we arc thereby encouraged to persevere in our efforts in the future. 

Tn conclusion, we desire to offer our most cordial wishes, and 
to bid God-speed, to Her Excellency Lady Hardingo on her depar¬ 
ture for England, Her Excellency has set before India a splendid 
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example of sympathetic and courageous womanhood, and whose 
work for India within her own sphere of womanly activity merits 
the thanks of the people no less than the achievements of Your 
Lordship’s administration. 

We beg Your Lordship to accept this address from the City 
of Bombay with an expression of our sincere hope tor Your Lord- 
ship’s prosperity in future years and with our fervent prayers for 
the undisturbed welfare of the British Grown. 

His Excellency replied as follows :—*] 

Ladies and Gentlemen ,—Although this is my first 
official visit to Bombay as Viceroy, I am glad to think 
that it is all the same my fourth visit to this magnificent 
city, since in addition to the occasion of my first landing 
on your shores, when you and others gave me a very cordial 
welcome, of which .1 have still a lively remembrance, 

I have shared with you all the unique privilege of offering 
a loyal and hearty welcome to our Sovereign the King- 
Emperor and his gracious Consort the Queen-Empress, 
and have shared your regrets on their departure from 
your hospitable city. In thanking you to-dav for the 
very friendly welcome you have given to Lady Hardinge 
and myself, I wish to assure you that it gives me particular 
pleasure to be once more in your city, and to have the 
advantage of meeting again the members of the Municipal 
Corporation of Bombay. 

It is difficult for me to realise that nearly years 
have sped since I made my maiden speech in India in 
reply to the address of welcome with which you greeted 
me upon mv first arrival. Looking back I feel how little 
I then realised the enormous responsibilities and 
strenuous foil that lay before me, but I did undoubtedly 
appreciate the kindly feelings which animated your 
address on that occasion, and I felt that it was a good 
omen for the friendliness of the atmosphere in which 
the next five years of my life were to he spent. I have 
had to face and somehow to surmount, difficulties that 
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at times seemed almost insuperable; there has been plenty 
of criticism and plenty of opposition to contend with, 
but, as 1 think I have said before, criticism and opposition 
have their value, and so long as they are inspired by no 
mean or self-interested motive they are to be welcomed, 
and indeed when you consider the enormous problems to 
be dealt with in India, and the gigantic interests involved 
in any large question of policy, it would be very astonish¬ 
ing and a poor compliment to the intelligence and public 
spirit of India if there were not fair criticism and 
reasonable opposition. In the numerous tours that I have 
had to make I have received many scores of addresses 
and, considering how high feeling runs about some of 
the vital questions of current politics, I should like to 
give public testimony to the almost invariable courtesy 
which has characterised the addresses that have been 
presented to me, and to-day when I come back to you, 
who gave me my first' warm welcome, I feel that it would 
have been a perfectly justifiable course on your part to 
weigh my conduct of the affairs of State in the balance, 
and while giving me due credit for such parts of my 
policy as had met with vour approval, to urge in all 
courtesy the remedy of any grievances and the supply 
of any deficiencies that had impressed themselves upon 
your attention; but as I listened to your address I realised 
that whatever my deficiencies or mistakes may have ’been, 
you have determined on this occasion to turn a blind 
eye to them, you have been at pains to avoid all contenti¬ 
ous questions, and have taken the trouble to pick out 
the incidents of the past years which have commended 
themselves to your approval. I find it difficult to express 
to you Kow greatly I am touched by so friendly an attitude 
on your part, and I only hope that on the whole I have 
not disappointed the expectations with which you 
admitted me through the gates of India. I can honestly 
claim to have been inspired by high motives, and to have 
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laboured hard and unceasingly, but I am not foolish 
enough to think my self impeccable, and even the soundest 
and wisest actions of a Viceroy must often fail to secure 
the approval of considerable interests’. 

The attempt upon my life to which you have referred 
in such sympathetic language brought me a great deal 
besides bodily pain, and grief* for India; it brought me 
also a wealth of affection and kindly feeling, which might 
not have been stirred, and would certainly have remained 
unknown, if I had not had that unpleasant experience. 
It has taught me also to understand and value at their 
true worth the heroic qualities of that little band of 
our Indian fellow-subjects whose special duty it is to cope 
with the cult of political assassination. With no watch¬ 
word on their lips but duty, they have gone steadily 
about their work, some of them boycotted, in the teeth 
of a constant stream of abuse, and carrying, as sad 
experience lias proved, their lives in their hands. When 
this frenzied propaganda has finally disappeared and been 
forgotten, a day that may not come in my time but 
that I hope for the credit of India may not be long 
delayed, the pages of Indian history will remain the 
brighter for the memory of the gallantry of these your 
countrymen, who have shown a courage as magnificent as 
that of any of your most famous warriors. 

I will not enlarge upon that wonderful visit of Their 
Most Gracious Majesties to this distant portion of their 
Empire, an event with which it was my happiness and 
my privilege to he so intimately associated, but with you 
I. can never forget the storm of enthusiasm which followed 
them wherever they went. They left their impress alike 
upon the sentiment and the administration of this country, 
and I can assure you that their solicitude for, and interest 
in, the prosperity and happiness of their millions of 
Indian subjects continue unabated. 
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I will not here say anything about your new docks, 
for to-morrow I am to have the opportunity of seeing 
them and the honour of opening them; I will only 
congratulate you upon this magnificent addition to your 
commercial amenities, and I trust that, when your claim 
to the proud title of urbs prim a in Indis is contested 
on the score of wealth or population, your docks and 
shipping will serve to counteract any sentiments of 
•depression or pessimism you might otherwise be disposed 
to entertain. 

I well remember that I was very cautious in what I said 
to you 3£ years ago about granting any assistance to your 
City Improvement Trust. I did not know my ground, 
and was anxious to avoid giving rise to any false hopes. 
But I (lid not forget your request, and it was a source 
of considerable gratification to me that my Government 
were enabled, during* the year 1913-14, to make to that 
body a grant of 50 lakhs of rupees. I note with pleasure 
your appreciation of that grant. The improvements, 
which are being effected in your city by the Trust, under 
the able direction of the Hon’ble Mr. Orr, will not only 
result in a vast amelioration in sanitary conditions; but 
you as heirs to the .Trust will eventually inherit a 
magnificent property. Cordial co-operation between the 
two bodies is the more essential, and I note wit!) pleasure 
from your address that you fully recognise this necessity. 

Your Corporation has long set an example to the rest 
of India of efficiency and zeal for the public interests, 
and the measures which you are undertaking in order to 
secure an increased and more efficient water-supply will, 

I trust, make it possible to secure a constant high pressure 
water-supply in Bombay. This will obviate the necessity 
for private storage of water, and is a measure of prime 
importance not only as a protection against malaria, but 
also as a safeguard against the possible importation of 
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yellow fever into India, ensuring, as it must, a reduction 
in the breeding places of the stegomyia and other 
mosquitoes. The problems you have to cope with m 
connection with the disposal of your sewage, stormwater 
and sullage are of immense complexity and difficulty, 
but. you are grappling with them with a courage and 
resource that I heartily commend, and 1 most sincerely 
hope that the deep sea sewage outfall that you have 
now undertaken may fully justify your expectations, 
and effectually remove the present contamination of the 
western foreshore, and convert that locality into the 
pleasant residential quarter which its natural advantages 
so eminently fit it to become. I congratulate you very 
warmly on the improvement that you are able to indicate 
in the statistics of public health, and particular y m the 
almost continuous decline in plague mortality; sue > 
results show a perseverance in combating this ted disease 
which is highly commendable and which would be im¬ 
possible without a man of marked ability for your uea .1 
officer to whom you had given your confidence and 

M ' 1 And now, Gentlemen, I have done; I have endeavour¬ 
ed and I hope I may have succeeded to a certain extent, 
to ’make you realise how very deeply I appreciate tlm 
friendly spirit in which you have received me; to-morrow 
1 have the sad task before me of saying good-bye to 
Ladv Ilardinge for some months of separation, but for 
her and for me alike the sorrow of our parting will be a 
little cheered by your friendly words and good wishes, 
which will give us both encouragement and good heart 
to carry on our duties during the remainder of my term 
of office. I thank you at the same time warmly on 
behalf of Lady Ilardinge for your good wishes and for 
vouv God-speed on her journey, and may I say, as the 
person who is perhaps best able to judge, that the words 
of appreciation that you have been pleased to use 
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iegaiding her u d her work for India within her own 
sphere of activity are not one whit exaggerated. 

I rentlemen, I thank you again for your loyal and 
most, friendly address. 


OPENING OP THE ALEXANDRA DOCK AT BOMBAY. 

[During His Excellency the Viceroy’s visit to Bombay he opened 21st March 
the Now Alexandra Dock which had just been completed. 19.14. 

In asking His Excellency to open tile dock, the Trustees of the 
Port addressed the Viceroy as follows :— 

Your Excellency^ Wo, the Trustees of the Port of Bombay, 
respectfully desire to tender to Your Excellency our grateful- thanks 
for the honour conferred on us by your presence hero this morning. 

Your entrance into the Alexandra Dock marks the commence¬ 
ment of the useful life of an undertaking which was inaugurated in 
the year 1905 when His Majesty the King-Emperor (at that time 
Hih Royal Highness the Prince of Wales) laid the foundation stone 
of this dock. 

In the address then presented to His Royal Highness it was 
stated that, during the period of 30 years that had elapsed since the 
foundation stone of the Prince’s Dock was laid, the sea-borne trade 
of. this port had increased from 48 million pounds sterling to 08 
million pounds. This rate of increase has been greatly accelerated 
while this dock has been under construction and the value of the 
sea-borne trade for the financial year ending 3.1st March 1913 
reached the large figure of 142J million sterling; while the tonnage 
of shipping entering the port, which, during the first period, 
increased from 1.J to 3$ million tons, has further increased to 41 
million tons. The revenue of the Trust in the first period increased 
from £184,000 to £450,000, while during the past year it amounted 
to nearly £600,000. 

The trade of the port has outgrown the accommodation that is 
availablo-for it in the Prince’s and Victoria Docks, and the opening 
of the Alexandra Dock will afford great relief, and will, it is anti¬ 
cipated, still further stimulate the growth of trade. 

The present docks are able to accommodate 27 vessels of lengths 
ranging from 300 to 500 ft. and vessels nowadays have frequently 
to wait for several days before they are able to enter. The 
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Alexandra Dock provides berthing accommodation for 17 more 
vessels of 500 ft. to 520 ft*, while another berth for a vessel of 425 ft. 
is available at the end of the jetty. 

The Trustees are also constructing a communication passage 
between the Alexandra and the Victoria Bocks which will provide 
4 more 500 ft. berths. In addition to this the Harbour Wall front¬ 
age will extend for a length of nearly 6,000 ft. and will provide 
berths for vessels with a depth of water at mean of lowest Ordinary 
Spring Tides of 28 ft. It may be safely stated that the port will, 
when these large extensions are completed, be capable of accom¬ 
modating three times the tonnage for which berths are al. present 
available. 

The conveniences afforded by the new dock, however, go beyond 
this. Provision is made at the mole for a berth to which the mail 
steamers can go immediately on arrival and from which passengers 
cun step straight from their vessel into trains to proceed to the 
furthest corners of India, while the Postal Department is provided 
with a large sorting shed where mails can be expeditiously sorted 
on arrival. Passengers proceeding home will also go on board at 
this mole. 

Nor are His Majesty’s troops neglected, for a berth and a station 
are being provided for their accommodation by which means the 
tedious and expensive method of transport by lighters from the 
ship to the shore anil vice versa will be avoided. 

The area of this great dock is 4b£ acres, while the depth is 
37 f ()" at mean high water; thus placing it among the principal 
single docks in the world both as regards area and depth of water. 
This dock is, however, part only of the very large scheme which the 
Trustees are now gradually bringing into operation by which the 
commercial facilities of the port will be, enormously increased. 
The reclamation, partly from the sea, and partly of low lying 
ground, of an area of 580 acres has lately been completed by means 
of two large auction dredgers. To this area it is expected that the 
trade in grain and seeds and manganese ore will very shortly be 
transferred, to bo followed by the cotton trade, thus setting free for 
other purposes land which is so badly needed in Bombay. 

The Trustees arc further engaged in the construction of a 
large railway receiving and sorting yard in which wagons from the 
Great Indian Peninsula and the Bombay, Baroda and Central India 
Railways will be received from up-country and will be distributed 
by the Port Trust Kail way, which is also under construction, to 
their respective destinations in the several trade depots or the docks. 
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By improvements in the railway facilities in the existing docks, 
and by the laying down of suitable lines for serving all berths in the 
Alexandra Books, the trade of Bombay, which is at present chiefly 
dealt with by the slow and expensive agency of the bullppk cart, , 
will be revolutionised. 

Attached to the Alexandra Dock is the Hughes Dry Dock, so' 
called after Sir Walter Hughes, the late Chairman of the Board, to 
whom credit must be given for the inception of these great works. 
This dry dock has at present few equals in the world and lias been 
specially constructed to meet the wishes of the Lords Commis¬ 
sioners of the Admiralty so as to accommodate the largest battle¬ 
ship. 

The length of this great Dock is 1,000 ft., while the width of the 
entrance is .100 ft. and the depth over the blocks at mean high 
water is 38' (>" at entrance and 32' 6" at head. 

The total expenditure on all those works is estimated at about 
tH million pounds sterling. 

We would now respectfully' ask Your Excellency to declare the 
Alexandra Dock open, and we beg that you will be pleased to accept 
the casket containing this address as a memento of this occasion 
which we believe will mark the commencement of an era of increased 
progress in the trade of the Port of Bombay. 

His Excellency replied as follows 

I am particularly glad that it should fall to me, at 
the invitation of the Bombay Port Trust, to open this 
fine new dock in Bombay, of which the foundation stone 
was so appropriately laid by His Majesty the King- 
Emperor, then Prince of Wales, in the year 1905. 
Bombay indeed may justly claim that it has a special 
connection with the Crown of England; for it came first 
to the British Government as a Hoyal possession, it has 
welcomed the Prince of Wales as a visitor twice in recent 
history, and it was in Bombay that His Majesty first 
landed in India on the occasion of bis memorable visit 
two years ago. You, in Bombay, Gentlemen, are, I am 
sure, proud to recall how both the first and the most 
recent of your fine wet docks has sprung from the 
foundation stone laid by the heir to the Throne 
of the British Empire. The great Alexandra Dock, 
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which is now ready for use, was commenced in the year 
1905. Had its completion not been unfortunately 
deferred, it would, I know, have been the desire of the 
Port Trust to approach His Majesty with a view' to his 
•performing- to-day’s interesting ceremony on the occasion 
of his recent visit. Owing to unforeseen difficulties such 
a Royal opening was not possible. Instead it becomes 
my pleasing task to declare the great work, which was 


initiated in the Royal presence nearly nine years ago, 
open. 


But though our King-Emperor is not here in person 
I can truthfully say that he is present in spirit, for, 
when I informed His Majesty that I was about to per¬ 
form this ceremony, he has sent me a message which he 
lias asked me to deliver. 

These are His Imperial Majesty’s most gracious 
words : — 

<k I rejoice at the happiness of completion of the great 
undertaking, of which as Prince of Wales I laid the 
first stone in 1905. The new docks which you are opening 
have been planned and constructed on such a scale as not 
only to constitute Bombay one of the finest ports in the 
East, but also to afford a just measure of the growing 
importance of her commerce and that of all India, and 
to be an enduring monument of the spirit and enterprise 
of her citizens. I desire you to convey to all those who 
have shared in labours of accomplishing this noble design 
and to those who represent the great commercial in terests, 
whose uses and convenience will be served by it, the 
expression of my warm congratulation and of my earnest 
good wishes for the increasing welfare of the port.” 

F have also had the honour of receiving the following 
gracious message from Her Majesty Queen Alexandra: — 

" It is with the greatest pleasure that I send heartiest 
congratulations and my good wishes to the opening of 
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the dock which I am proud to think will bear my name 
and of which the foundation stone was laid by my dear 
son in 1905. The people of India may be assured that 
I take the greatest interest in all that concerns them and 
their welfare, and I .send my blessing to this important 
undertaking. Alexandra.” 

Bombay, with its magnificent harbour and its ample 
shipping, has felt the need of dock accommodation ever 
since it first became a British possession] We read in 
the records of the East India Company of the construction 
of the first dry docks in this Island being sanctioned in 
the year 1689, when the ships of the East India Company 
came here to refit from the wear and tear of the long 
sea voyages, or from the results of their encounters with 
the pirate fleets of the Western Coast. Many years seem 
to have elapsed ere the project then sanctioned came to 
fi uition, I would like to remind those who have been 
tempted to complain of the unavoidable delay in the 
completion of the present work that the first dock in 
Bombay was not completed until sixty years after its con- 
sh.ucf.ion was approved ; but in time the docks were built; 
and in the 18th century, as we learn from the records of 
observant visitors, these docks were “ the pride of Bombay 
and the astonishment of travellers.” Since then Bombay 
has been true to its traditions. One fine dock has 
succeeded another to meet tlve needs of its ever-growing 
commerce. In the year 18T5 the Prince’s Dock was 
commenced. It was completed in 1880. In 1885 the 
construction of the Victoria Dock was undertaken to be 
completed in 1888. These works, which till recently 
sufficed for the requirements of its shipping, have a basin 
accommodation of some 80 and 25 acres, respectively. 
But the port has continued to thrive, and the increasing 
trade has led to the demand for yet more ample accom¬ 
modation. In 1905 the last of these great enterprises, 
the conception of your late Chairman, Sir Walter Hughes, 
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was undertaken; and we have now before ns the fine 
prospective of a basin some 50 acres in extent with three 
miles of quays, including a splendid dry dock, 100 feet 
in width and 1,000 feet in length. It is not alone in its 
liberal dimensions that the Alexandra Dock claims 
attention as a work of signal interest and importance, 
1 am informed that, in spite of many willing recruits, 
the labour supply available proved unable to meet the 
•requirements of the contractors in charge of this work. 
For the first time, I believe, in the history of such enter¬ 
prises in India steam shovels, equivalent to the work 
of 800 labourers, were employed to supplement the manual 
labour of the workmen. This is a notable innovation. 
Apart from the shortage of labour there have been many 
difficulties with which the contractors had to cope. Once 
indeed in a time of high monsoon flood, the temporary 
dam was nearly breached; a few inches alone stood 
between the waves and the flooding of the whole basin 
in the course of excavation. All obstacles have, however, 
at length been surmounted, and Bombay may justly 
claim to-day the proud position of owning the finest docks 
in Eastern waiters. 

Gentlemen, it is to me a matter of profound satisfac¬ 
tion that, the commercial progress of your port continues 
unabated. Fifty years ago the Fort contained within 
its walls sufficient space for the business needs of Bombay. 
Now it seems doubtful whether you can find adequate 
accommodation for them in the w’hole Island. The 
present dock scheme indeed includes the addition to the 
Trust property of a considerable area filled by a novel 
process of suction dredging. You, in Western India, 
should take a special interest in reclamation, for tradition, 
which is familiar to every student of Hindu mythology, 
tells how the hero Parashuram shot an arrow from the 
crest of your rock-bound Ghats and drove back the sea 
from the underlying strip of country now bearing the 
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mane of the Konkan. The Port Trust, following this 
ancient and venerable precedent, has continued to drive 
the sea from your shores, and has given you from its bed 
a large part of the fine dock scheme which is before us 
to-day. 

Your Chairman, Gentlemen of the Port, Trust, in his 
interesting address, has told me how the shipping and 
the sea-borne trade of Bombay has trebled itself in the 
last 40 years, an achievement of which the citizens of 
Bombay may justly be proud. He lias also described the 
special facilities which will in future he available for 
the berthing of mail steamers and the convenience to 
passengers using the port. I congratulate the Port 
Trust on the thoroughness with which these schemes have 
been conceived. I am sure that I can count on unani¬ 
mous approval when I say that the Bombay Port Trust 
lias most efficiently discharged its responsibilities to the 
trade and shipping of the port since it was launched on 
its career of useful work under the direction of the first 
Chairman, Colonel Ballard, E.E., in the year 187d. 

Now a few words regarding the future of your port. 

I have already referred to the interesting statistics which 
Mr. Sprott has given me regarding the steady growth 
of shipping and trade in this Island. I believe that the 
future holds even more remarkable results in store for 
you. I am convinced that you have no grounds for alarm 
in the growing prospects of the sister port in Sind. In 
my opinion there is ample room in Western India for 
both Bombay and Karachi. The Government of India 
welcome the steady progress of these Western ports, and 
you may rest assured that all measures tending to promote 
the welfare of either will receive our cordial encourage¬ 
ment and support. I do not think you have had any 
occasion to complain of the attitude of the Government 
of India towards the comprehensive scheme for the 
improvement of the facilities of your port, of which this 
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new dock is only one important item, and 1 may remind 
you that we recently gave substantial assistance to the 
funds of the Port Trust by lowering* the rate of interest 
on certain debts due to Government from 4| to 4 per 
cent. It has always been the wise policy of your Trustees 
to provide the greatest possible facilities for trade at the 
lowest possible cost, and the magnificent waterway at 
your disposal has enabled you to reap the advantage of 
being the cheapest of the great ports in India; but I am 
doubtful whether but for the concession to which I have 
referred it would have been possible for you to finance 
your great schemes without raising your dues and fees. 
With your central position, your beautiful waterway, 
and the remarkable enterprise of your citizens, you 
should be fully able to face the future with assurance. 
And iis you have reminded me the volume of your trade 
1ms gone on steadily rising in the past until in the year 
1912-13 it reached the magnificent total of 214 erores 
of rupees, a volume exceeding that of any other Indian 
port and giving your city, I believe, the first place among 
all ports in Eastern waters. 

It is a record of which you, in Bombay, may well 
be specially proud. I have every confidence in the 
increasing* prosperity of India. 1 see signs in numberless 
directions of future progress, commercial and industrial, 
and in this Bombay cannot fail to secure a large and 
legitimate share. 

I cannot conclude without a word of congratulation 
to Sir Walter Hughes in whose fertile brain this scheme 
first took shape, and to you, Sir, under whose auspices 
it has been modified and brought to a successful 
conclusion. Great credit is due to Mr. Messent, who as 
Chief Engineer has been responsible throughout for the 
design, and to Mr. Savile, who has been Engineer in 
charge, nor must I omit a word of praise in which, I 
think, I shall have your unanimous approval to the 
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contractors, Messrs. Price, Wills & Reeves, who have 
thus successfully surmounted difficulties so many and so 
great. 

I cannot help feeling- that the Alexandra Dock is 
beginning its career under specially auspicious circum¬ 
stances for to-day is the festival known as J amset j i Naoroj 
which all good Parsees hold to be a day of happy omen 
especially in view of the fact, which I understand to be 
the case, that the Senior Member of the Port Trust is a 
Parsee, while from a Hindu point of view I believe 
propitious auguries will be deduced from the fact that 
the first ship, the “ Seal dab,” to be brought into the 
docks for the purpose of unloading, carries a cargo of 
rice. 

In declaring the Alexandra Dock open, I fervently 
desire that its completion may mark the commencement 
ol an era of still greater and more rapidly increasing 
prosperity than that which you have fortunately enjoyed 
in the past, and I most heartily wish all good fortune 
and success to these imposing dock works, to the Port- 
Trust and to the beautiful city of Bombay. 


ADDRESS FROM BOMBAY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 

[The Chamber presented Ilis Excellency the Viceroy with the 21sf. Mar 
following address on the 21st March 1914 :— 1914 . 

May it please Tour Excellency,—We, the Committee of the 
Bombay Chamber of Commerce, on behalf of the members of the 
Chamber, desire to extend to Your Excellency a very cordial 
welcome on this your first official visit to Bombay since assuming 
the duties of your high office as Viceroy and Governor-General of 
this country. 

It affords us grbat satisfaction that Your Excellency has been 
pleased to preside at the opening ceremony of the Alexandra Dock, 
a scheme with which the commercial interests of Bombay are so 
closely associated. 

During the ten years which have elapsed since the commence¬ 
ment of this great scheme of development, the volume o! our 





miSTffy 





•286 Speeches by II. E. Lord Hnrclinge of Fenshurst. 


Address from Bombay Chamber of Commerce „ 

seaborne trade has increased from 75 to 114 crores of rupees, while 
the tonnage of shipping has risen, from 2£ millions to 3| millions. 
These figures demonstrate the rapid progress Bombay is making; 
and the large expenditure to which the Port is committed in con¬ 
nection with the new dock and reclamation schemes is proof of the 
determination of the commercial community to maintain the 
reputation of the port as one of the best-equipped and most 
economical in the East. 

While we regard with considerable satisfaction the provision 
which our docks have made for the expansion of trade, we continue 
every season to experience much inconvenience and loss from the 
inability of the railways to keep pace with the demands of trade, 
and we would venture to represent to Your Excellency’s Govern¬ 
ment the urgency of formulating and carrying out a comprehensive 
and continuous railway programme. 

It appears to us to be an economic error, under the conditions 
happily prevailing in India, to rely so . much on the chances of 
revenue surpluses for the development of the reproductive and 
remunerative works which the country requires. India would only 
be following a universal practice in borrowing freely for capital 
expenditure of this,description, and there is every reason to suppose 
that Rupee Loans for railway construction would find a ready 
market. 

There is one railway project which this Chamber has frequently 
urged upon Your Excellency’s Government and which has been 
strongly recommended by the Government of Bombay, and that is 
the linking up of Muttra with Aligarh in the interests of the 
through traffic seeking an outlet at Bombay. We would commend 
this project to Your Excellency’s favourable consideration. 

The question of agricultural progress is one which closely con¬ 
cerns us and our trade, and while we recognise that Your Excel¬ 
lency’s Government has done much in recent years to improve 
matters, we should like to see more rapid expansion in the organi¬ 
sation and operations of the Agricultural Department. Though 
the need of an efficient organisation can hardly be greater anywhere 
than in India, few civilised countries are so inadequately equipped in 
this respect. 

The members of this Chamber regarded with satisfaction the 
appointment of the Royal Commission on Indian Currency and 
Finance, and we feel confident that much good will result from the 
deliberations and findings of the Commission. 
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Your Excellency is well aware of the financial crisis from which 
Bombay has recently suffered, but happily India has again shown 
her wonderful recuperative powers in the greatly improved condi¬ 
tions which now prevail. That the crisis had not more serious and 
more lasting effects must be attributed to the calm and determined 
manner in which the bankers and merchants of this city shouldered 
the heavy responsibility of financing the trade of Bombay through¬ 
out this trying period. The irregularities which brought about 
these disasters can doubtless bo dealt with iinder common law, if 
brought into operation; but if further legislation is contemplated, 
we trust that no restriction will be placed upon the freedom which 
is so essential for the conduct of legitimate trading and finance. 

We desire to express our thanks to Your Excellency for gracious¬ 
ly consenting to receive our address to-day. It is our hope that 
Her Excellency Lady Hardinge will have a safe and pleasant voyage, 
and will return to India much benefited by her stay in England. 

To which His Excellency made the following reply :—] 

Gentle men ,— Before I proceed to business, permit me to 
thank you warmly for the very friendly welcome you have 
given me, and to assure you that it gives me particular 
pleasure to meet once more the members of the Bombay 
Chamber of Commerce. I have not forgotten the cordial 
welcome that you gave me when I first landed on your 
shores, and 1 am not unmindful of the friendly relations 
that have invariably existed between my Government and 
your Chamber during the whole period that I have had 
the honour of representing our Sovereign, the King- 
Emperor in India. 

Turning to the subject-matter contained in your 
address I note that you refer to the remarkable develop¬ 
ment which has occurred in the sea-borne trade and in 
the tonnage of the shipping of Bombay during the last 
ten years. It is a source of pleasure to me to learn the 
extent to which the trade of your port lias flourished and 
continues to do so, and it is indeed a subject of great 
satisfaction to me that 1 have been able to perform the 
ceremony of opening the magnificent docks which have 
been provided to enable you to cope satisfactorily with 




! <SL 

288 Speeches by U. E. Lord liar dings of Pens1mr.it. 


Address from Bombay Chamber of Commerce. 

the demand arising from the rapid expansion of your 
trade and shipping. 

As regards railway development, I can assure you 
that I fullv realise how important it is that it should 
keep pace with the demands of trade. Appreciating 
this, the Government of India have had a continuous 
railway policy for many years past, and have increased 
the funds available for carrying it through, from 
time to time, as opportunity offered. During the last 
two years, in particular, this increase has been very 
large'. In 1913 we provided £12 million at the outset, 
and increased that amount by an extra grant later in 
the year, and we have again provided <£.12 million for 
1914-15. Also—and this is a matter of at least as much 
importance as the nominal amount of the programme 
figure—we have made arrangements of a special kind 
to*secure, if possible, that the allotments given shall be 
wholly spent' and that the large lapses which used to 
occur in the past shall he avoided. These arrangements 
give promise of working efficiently; and thus, in effect, 
we have arranged for a much higher standard of rail¬ 
way expenditure than has ever yet been customary, 
j have no doubt that you have all studied the full 
examination of this question which was contained in 
the able and interesting speech with which Sir William 
Meyer presented his Budget for the coming year to my 
Legislative Council, and I feel sure that no one who 
has read the explanations there given, and considered 
the difficulties which had to be faced and the measures 
taken to cope with them, will fail to appreciate how 
entirely my Government are in sympathy with commercial 
opinion in this matter. I can of course give no promise 
as to the amount of the railway programme in future 
years, but what we have done in these two years will 
convince you that nothing retrograde will be allowed, if 
it can possibly be avoided. 
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It seems to me that your remarks as to excessive 
reliance upon revenue surpluses indicate some possible 
misunderstanding of our real policy on this question. 
The financial arrangements for. 1914-15, which have been 
recently announced, show that we are perfectly ready to 
borrow as freely as we can, having regard to the circum¬ 
stances of the money market and other necessary considera¬ 
tions; and 1 hope that our enterprise in borrowing on 
a higher scale in the coming year will be rewarded by- 
corresponding financial support in Bombay and Calcutta, 
as well as in London. The assistance derived from 
revenue surpluses forms a supplement only, but at present 
a necessary supplement, to the funds we get by borrowing. 
To have dispensed with this assistance would have rendered 
a programme of £'12 million impossible in the coming- 
year. 

\ou would like, I know, to have a large railway 
programme of a fixed amount at the least, and better still, 
of a steadily increasing amount, and you feel perhaps 
that revenue surpluses are too precarious an asset on which 
to be dependent. But we have to face the facts, and 
I am not sure that there is. after all, so much to choose 
between revenue surpluses and loan funds in this respect. 
The conditions of the money market and the necessity 
for not doing anything which may permanently depress 
our credit tend to render the amount, which can be wisely 
borrowed in any single year, limited and fluctuating. 
This seems to me to be one of those matters in which, 
as the Finance Member said, we shall do best to avoid 
doctrinaire considerations. We are all agreed that the 
more funds we can supply for railway development the 
better, and our present policy is a practical policy, 
namely, of borrowing as freely as we can, and getting 
what help we legitimately can from other sources. 

Trie particular proposal which you make is the 
flotation of special railway loans in India. T presume 
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you have in mind loans at a higher rate of interest 
than Government paper, but carrying a Government 
guarantee or some undertaking practically tantamount to a 
guarantee. We have only recently considered this sort 
of alternative very carefully, and the best advice we can 
get is that such loans for general railway purposes would 
not attract a new class of investor, anti would therefore 
compete with our regular issues, and would do so of course 
on terms unfavourable to ourselves, owing to the higher 
rate of interest which they would carry. Moreover, as 
it is hardly necessary for me to add when speaking in 
Bombay, the Government of India cannot ignore other 
borrowing interests such as those of the Part and Improve¬ 
ment Trusts and of the Presidency Municipalities. I do 
not think any of you would like to see their markets spoilt. 
Therefore, while I agree with you that we ought to get 
more direct assistance towards our railway programme 
from Indian capital, I consider that the best way of 
obtaining it is to ask for it in the ordinary way, as 
we are doing by our proposal to issue a rupee loan of 
Rs. 5 crores in the coming year. 

I think I am right in saying that the requirements .of 
Bombay have been well recognised in the funds we have 
been able to place at the disposal of the railways centering 
in Bombay. You are aware of the very large works the 
Great Indian Peninsula Railway is carrying out to 
increase its capacity, and for the year 191-i-14 that 
Company was provided with Rs. 380 lakhs, and for the 
year 1914-15 a sum of Rs. 318 lakhs has been allotted. 

With regard to the linking up of Muttra with Aligarh, 
I would recall to your recollection that you approached 
my predecessor on the same subject, and I regret I cannot 
commit myself to giving a favourable reply. Briefly, 
the reasons are that Bombay already draws a large 
amount of traffic from the area centering around Muttra, 
and that it would not be advisable for Government to 
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agree to make a line which would disturb the existing 
balance of traffic between Bengal and Bombay at the 
expense of the former. 

It is hardly surprising that the deliberations of the 
Royal Commission on Indian Finance and Currency 
should have attracted your particular attention inasmuch 
as two of your leading citizens, Sir .Tames Begbie and 
Sir Shapurji Broach*, were members of that able 
Commission, while you, Sir, were among those who 
icpresented the interests of this city as witnesses before it. 
A full summary of the Commission’s report was recently 
telegraphed out to India, and I am sure you will all 
have read it with great interest. I need hardly say that 
its recommendations will receive from the Government 
ot India and the Secretary of State the full consideration 
which their own importance and the representative 
character of the Commission demand. It will obviously 
be necessary for us, however, before dealing with the 
proposals, to make a complete study not only of the full 
text of the report, but of the evidence tendered. 

You mention another subject which is occupying 
the minds of most business men not only in Bombay* 
but in many other parts of India at the present moment— 

I mean the series of regrettable bank failures which 
occurred last autumn—and I am glad indeed to hear 
of what you describe as the greatly improved conditions 
now prevailing. I wish also to take this opportunity 
to express in Bombay, as I have already done at 
Calcutta, my appreciation of the spirit in which these 
troubles have been met by the larger banking and 
commercial interests in these two principal centres of 
Indian trade. I sincerely hope that we have now reached 
the end of these disasters, and that the time may thus 
be considered to have arrived for drawing therefrom 
lessons regarding the best means of preventing a recur¬ 
rence of such a crisis in future. The Government of 
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India, as you are aware, have been pressed to appoint 
a special Committee of officials and experts to investigate 
the causes of these failures. I do not say that an 
investigation by Mich means may not iu time be found 
necessary; but it seems to me that, so long as liquidation 
proceedings are in progress, the initiation of such an 
enquiry would certainly be premature. Indeed, there is 
some reason for holding that all the information we require 
oil this subject may not improbably be available without 
the necessity of resorting to a special enquiry, I need 
not remind you that the attention of the Government 
of India has already been directed to the existence of 
certain undesirable features in the development of 
banking in India. You have been recently considering 
a letter addressed by us to Local Governments some little 
time before the failures occurred, in which opinions were 
invited as to whether special legislation was necessary, 
and certain suggestions were put forward as to the form 
which such legislation, if decided upon, might assume. 

I do not desire in any way to anticipate the decision of the 
Government of India on the very large volume of official 
and expert opinion which is being submitted to them in 
connection with these proposals. I notice in the view's 
you have expressed to your Local Government that your 
Chamber is in favour of some legislation being under¬ 
taken, and I need only add that my Government fully 
appreciate the importance of the point: which you have 
just put before me that there should be no unnecessary 
legislative interference with the ordinary course of 
legitimate trade and finance. 

During my tenure of office, commercial legislation 
lias been constantly under consideration* In the year 
19.11 we passed an improved Factory Act based on the 
recommendations of the Factory Commission. In 1912 
two Acts were passed dealing with the regulation of Life 
Assurance Companies and Provident Societies—legislation 
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which became necessary owing to the rapid multiplication 
oi such companies and societies, many of which were 
undoubtedly being conducted on most unsound lines. Fn 

1913 we passed an Act dealing with the evils arising 
from the use of white phosphorus matches. Then 
followed a very important piece of legislation, the Indian 
Companies Act of 1913, in which we have aimed at 
bringing the Indian Company Law into conformity with 
the Company Law of Great Britain, while providing, so 
far as it has proved necessary, for the special requirements 
of Indian conditions. In the interests of uniformity, a 
uniformity which has been declared desirable in a meeting 
of the Associated Chambers of Commerce of the Empire, 
we took as our principle the adherence to English Com¬ 
pany Law wherever it was possible; and we only departed 
from it when a strong case existed for special provisions 
to meet special features of company management in India, 
Which are unfamiliar in Great Britain. An attempt has 
been made to deal with some of these special local, 
requirements in the supplementary Companies Bill of 

1914 which has just passed through my Legislative 
Council . Proposals for banking legislation are now 
under consideration, as I have already explained. You 
will thus gather that, during the last four years, we have 
not been idle in the matter of keeping our legislative 
provisions in, harmony with the requirements of modern 
commercial development in this country. 

We have similarly been considering very carefully, 
since the move of the Capital to Delhi, the position of the 
Department'of Commerce and Industry with a view to 
ensuring that it should constantly retain the closest 
possible contact with the commercial community. To this 
end certain proposals were formulated and circulated for 
opinion some two years ago. You will remember that we 
proposed, subject to the approval of the Secretary of State, 
that the Member for Commerce and Industry should 
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spend some 12 weeks in the year on tour, oi' which from 
three to four weeks should be devoted to visiting* Calcutta 
and a similar period to visiting Bombay. The Secretary 
of State has formally sanctioned our proposals under this 
head. We also endeavoured to strengthen our Com¬ 
mercial Intelligence Department, which has become, in 
our opinion, overburdened and unduly hampered in the 
due discharge of its principal functions by being 
responsible, in addition, for the preparation and issue 
of our voluminous statistical publications. We proposed 
to revert to the system which existed before the year 
1905 and to place the statistical work in charge of an 
expert officer who would be in close contact with the 
Government of India, This portion of our scheme has 
also received the Secretary of State's approval, and a 
Director of Statistics will now be appointed with effect 
from the 1st of April. The Commercial Intelligence 
Officer will thus be free to undertake more extensive 
touring, and will be in a better position to procure and 
supply information of value to Government and to the 
commercial community. We also had in mind the sub¬ 
division of the present office of the Director-General of 
Commercial Intelligence and the substitution for a 
single officer of two Directors, one of whom should have 
his headquarters at Calcutta, and one at Bombay. On 
this question a decision has not yet been taken. We 
are still discussing the matter with the Secretary of 
State and with the Local Governments, and especially 
•are examining whether a still wider organisation might 
not provide more satisfactorily both for the fuller supply 
to Government of the commercial intelligence which they 
require, to maintain a close contact between the Depart¬ 
ment and the commercial community in all parts of India, 
and for the supply of commercial information to business 
communities such as they may from time to time desire 
to obtain from our Government Departments. We are 
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hopeful of finding a solution which will bo satisfactory 
to all concerned. 

There is one matter affecting the commercial com¬ 
munity closely, in which important development have 
recently occurred. I refer to that great branch of the 
administration which is so vital to all commercial 
operations, the Posts and Telegraphs. For many years 
these important services, contrary to the practice of most 
civilised countries, have been controlled by two separate 
Departments. It is over 40 years since the idea of 
amalgamation was first brought forward. From time to 
time the subject has been carefully considered, but 
without result. Recently we have been able to carry 
the matter further. A scheme for amalgamation was 
prepared in 1912. That scheme has now been sanctioned 
by the Secretary of State, and will be brought into effect 
from the 1st April of this year. We anticipate consider¬ 
able financial economies from the amalgamation, but 
these will be effected gradually, for Government are 
most anxious that, in carrying through this reform in the 
administration, the individual interests of members of 
the existing Posts and Telegraph staff should be duly 
safeguarded. 

In connection with the question of improving the 
means of communication between business houses in this 
country and Europe the renewal of the contract for the 
carriage of the mails between Europe anrl India is now 
occupying the close attention of the various authorities 
concerned. Tenders will shortly be invited for both an 
accelerated service, and a double service of mails weekly, 
it will be some time before the tenders are received for 
consideration; but when we are consulted on the proposal, 
the fullest consideration will be given to the claims and 
requirements of all important business centres in India 
before a decision regarding the terms of the new contract 
is taken. 
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I note with pleasure your recognition of the advances 
which have been made in the expansion of the Agricul¬ 
tural Department of recent years. The expenditure on 
the Department has, in fact, risen from 7| lakhs in 
1904-05 to nearly 49 lakhs in 1913-14, and in the Bombay 
Presidency alone expenditure has risen from a little.over 
1 lakh in the former year to over 7 lakhs in the latter, 
exclusive of 8-£ lakhs spent on the College buildings at 
Poona. 

As the result of this very large increase there has been 
a,a extraordinary expansion of the operations of the 
Department in your Presidency, which now possesses, 
besides a large staff of experts and professors, a well- 
equipped College, three agricultural schools, 16 agricul¬ 
tural stations and a large staff of instructors. At the 
same time it must be accepted that there is still consider¬ 
able room for further development. The figures that are 
available show that, as you have pointed out, India is still 
far behind most civilised countries in the adequacy of the 
equipment of the Agricultural Department. Our expendi¬ 
ture on agriculture and veterinary objects combined comes 
to about £2 per thousand of the population as against 
sums like £49 in the United States of America, £27 in 
France, £62 in Prussia, and even larger figures in some 
of the new countries. We have had reasons in the past 
for moving slowly. The development of the Department 
is practically a matter of the last eight or nine years, 
and scientifically trained men can only be recruited 
slowly. The profitableness of agricultural improvements 
is not perhaps vso readily and keenly recognised in India 
as elsewhere, and the process of educating the Indian 
farmer must be gradual. It must be recognised that the 
Department has to deal with the traditions and prejudices 
of generations, and thus the task of the reformer is not 
an easy one. And yet with all this to contend with a 
great deal has been done. In Bombay, in particular, the 
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nourishing sugar-cane iTulustry, which, as the big canals 
now in course of construction in the Deccan are completed, 
promises to attain such large proportions, has owed its 
growth largely to the influence and the guidance of your 
Agricultural Department. A great deal has been done 
u:t the distribution of improved ploughs and other imple¬ 
ments. The oil-engine for pumping is now a compara¬ 
tively common feature of the country side. Operations 
tor the sinking of artesian wells are being vigorously 
pushed on, while a steam plough, the first it is believed 
in India, is now working successfully in Dharwav. 
Organisations tor the provision of improved seed for the 
cotton-growers of Gujarat and Khandesh are in course 
of formation, while the agricultural stations which have 
been established in most of the districts of the Presidency 
are demonstrating to an yearly increasing number of 
cultivators, the advantages of modern methods of tillage. 

It is thoroughly recognised that there is much still 
to be done from the practical side, as well as from the 
educational and scientific standpoint, to develop the 
agriculture of the country, but looking at the question 
broadly it is difficult to see how with the limitations of 
ibe Indian Budget it would have been possible to spare 
more money during the past few years or to utilise the 
funds to better advantage. 

I am afraid I have detained you over long, Gentlemen, 
but I have learnt to regard your Chamber as a body with 
a deservedly high reputation for solidity of judgment 
and sobriety of views and one to which. Government can 
look for helpful criticism and sound advice. I was there¬ 
fore anxious to make what return I can by la king you 
to the fullest possible extent into my confidence. I can 
only thank you once more for sparing some of your busv 
time to come and present me with your address, and 
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express my warm appreciation of the attentive hearing 
you have given to my remarks. 


ADDRESS FROM INDIAN MERCHANTS’ CHAMBER AND 
BUREAU. BOMBAY. 

March [The following address was presented by this Chamber during 
1014. the Viceroy's visit to Bombay :— 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the Chairman and Mem¬ 
bers of the Committee of the Indian Merchants' Chamber and 
Bureau, embrace the opportunity of Your Excellency’s visit to 
our City to accord Your. Excellency a hearty and respectful welcome. 

2. To us it affords the greatest pleasure, in the first instance, to 
express our sincere feeling of satisfaction at the high esteem and 
regard which, since landing on our shores three years ago, Your 
Excellency has been ablo to win from all. the great communities of 
this country as much by your sagneious statesmanship as by your 
deep and abiding sympathy for their greater welfare, notably in 
the matter of mass education and sanitation. 

8. It was a rude and staggering shock which was felt by millions 
of His Majesty’s Indian subjects, when, in the midst of the grow¬ 
ing esteem and regard entertained for Your Excellency’s broad¬ 
minded and sympathetic administration, the cruel hand of a fanatic 
assassin was raised against you at Delhi fifteen months ago. India 
was filled with the direst grief at this foul and dastardly attempt' 
upon Your Excellency’s life. Days of dread anxiety passed before 
the. first glad tidings of your slow but steady recovery were assured. 
At the same time great was the admiration at the marvellous 
womanly courage and cool presence of mind displayed by Her Excel¬ 
lency Lady Hardinge during sore hours of her great trial. Un¬ 
paralleled was the sympathy exhibited by all classes of the com¬ 
munity and by all creeds and races throughout the length and 
breadth of the land. The people’s joy knew no bounds when, 
restored to health, Your Excellency was able to resume the active 
duties of your high office, and announced to them in those simple 
but touching words Your Excellency’s firm resolve to continue 
your appointed work till the expiration of the term of your 
Viceroyalty. 

4. In common with all classes of the people we sincerely bemoan 
the death of Lord Minto, that good and great Viceroy who had 
immediately preceded you in your high office, and whose liberal 
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minded reforms had endeared him. to all the Indian people. In 
him India has indeed lost a just Viceroy of great nobility of charac¬ 
ter, unperturbed serenity of mind and far-sighted statesmanship. 

5. The far-reaching and gratifying reforms of a popular charac¬ 
ter, which the combined statesmanship of Lords Morley and Minto 
introduced into the country in the spirit of sterling liberalism, have 
received at Your Excellency’s bands that additional stimulus and 
encouragement, which are essential for their fuller development in 
the course of time. The large hearted boons 30 considerately and 
generously conferred on the Indian people by His Gracious Majesty 
the King-Emperor at Imperial Delhi on the auspicious and histori¬ 
cal occasion of his Coronation in person, accompanied by his 
amiable Consort, the Queen-Empress, have largely contributed to 
their contentment, while knitting closer than before the happy 
relations between the rulers and the ruled. Those boons are tin 
unerring evidence and earnest of the solicitude of our beloved 
Sovereign for the larger progress of his Indian subjects. 

0. We gladly hail the transfer of the Capital to Delhi which has 
been acknowledged as a courageous act of Imperial Statesmanship 
for which Your Excellency has earned the cordial thanks of the 
people. The Indian Commercial Community of this Presidency in 
common with that of the other Provinces greatly appreciates the 
importance of the transfer, calculated as it is to ensure that just 
and reasonable hearing of their commercial wants and requirements 
as demanded by the larger and speedier expansion of trades and 
industries. 

7. Your Excellency’s kind care and solicitude for the progress of 
commerce and industry is further evidenced by the series of im¬ 
portant legislative measures which have been enacted and which 
are destined to bo far-reaching in their influence for good in the 
near future. The Indian Companies’ Act has placed the law re¬ 
lating to Joint Stock Companies on a stricter and broader footing 
than before, which is calculated to safeguard the interests of the 
investing public in a' larger degree than is the case at present. We 
are fully alive to the fact that legislation alone in this respect, how¬ 
ever stringent, is not sufficient to prevent irregularities and abuses 
of the character lately revealed here and elsewhere; but we hope 
that it will have the desired effect of diminishing such in the future. 

8. We deplore the recent lapses in banking which have not a 
little shaken credit, and, to a certain extent, contributed to the 
depression of trade. It is to be feared it will be some time yet 
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before healthy and norma,1 conditions are again restored* We are, 
however, able to note with satisfaction that Your Excellency’s Gov¬ 
ernment are keenly alive to the existing condition of monetary 
affairs and are deliberating at present on the opinions expressed by 
a variety of persons and public bodies who were consulted on the 
desirability of a new banking law, prior to the recent failures. 
Though certain safeguards are necessary, we may be permitted to 
observe that any legislation which goes to restrict healthy and 
normal growth of indigenous banking .institutions, would in no way 
be conducive to economic progress in a variety of directions' which 
the country sorely needs. But on this matter it is a source of 
gratification to take note of the very assuring pronouncement Your 
Excellency was pleased to make at Madras. Your Excellency fully 
recognised “ the tendency which has been so pronounced in recent 
years for the savings of the people to be increasingly applied to 
sound investment and industrial enterprise.” This tendency and 
movement, so sound in itself, we are convinced, as Your Excel¬ 
lency further observed, “ will be maintained in spite of temporary 
checks.” We are in perfect accord with Your Excellency’s view 
that “ if the Indian investor is taught by these events to be more 
careful to distinguish between sound and unsound undertakings, or 
if they pave the way to some better system of regulation and pro¬ 
tection, they will not fyave been unfruitful of beneficent results.” 

9. Speaking of local trade, we are rejoiced at the interAting 
function Your Excellency discharged this morning. The New Bocks 
are destined to offer greater accommodation to large sea-going 
vessels, the number of which, in harmony with our growing import 
and export trade, is annually on the increase, and will facilitate 
transport in the confines of the City and beyond it, by means of 
that supplementary system of Port Trust Railways which are now 
approaching com pi etion. 

10. The grievous events in South Africa and the harsh and unjust 
treatment of His Majesty’s Indian subjects had naturally created, 
a few months ago, great alarm, resentment and indignation as 
voiced in the numerous telegrams and appeals forwarded to Your 
Excellency. Indians, however, are deeply grateful to Your Excel¬ 
lency for the earnest and sympathetic response you so promptly 
made to their prayers recognising their justice, and wisely identify¬ 
ing yourself with the feelings and sentiments of the people, Your 
Excellency lost no time in representing their voice to the Secretary 
of State, urging him to bring about a solution which might go to 
allay the Indian ferment. We acknowledge with heartfelt grati¬ 
tude your action in this grave and unprecedented crisis. India 
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hopefully looks forward to the time which shall bring about a 
mutual satisfactory settlement of the vexed and complicated pro¬ 
blem and the adoption of a wise and liberal policy all throughout 
the Colonies. In our humble opinion, this is highly essential <to 
bring about the needed solidarity and unity of the great British 
Empire of which India forms an integral and important part. 

11. The happy solution arrived at by ‘Your Excellency in the 
matters of the unfortunate Cawnpore and Ayodhya incidents last 
year, will long be remembered with feelings of thankfulness as 
showing how the representatives here of our Gracious Sovereign, 
animated by a spirit of justice and a sense of the respect due to the 
religious sentiments of all classes of people, can successfully inter¬ 
vene in such a delicate matter and bring about a pacific settlement 
so essential to the peaceful and orderly progress of the country. 

12. Lastly, wo respectfully beg to bring to the notice of Your 
Excellency the great inadequacy of the existing single seat to 
represent on the Imperial Legislative Council Indian Commerce. 
Considering the magnitude of the growing foreign and inland trade 
and the diversity of the interests involved, it is to be earnestly 
hoped that Your Excellency’s Government will see their way to 
render full justice to our interests by an adequate representation at 
the earliest opportunity which may present itself. 

13. With our best wishes for Her Excellency Lady Hardinge’s 
safe voyage home, and her return here in perfect health, and, with 
our fervent prayer that by the Grace of Providence Your Excel¬ 
lency may be enabled to crown your Viceregal career with a still 
greater success and earn a name and fame as brilliant and distin¬ 
guished as that of your illustrious ancestor. 

To which His Excellency made the following reply :—] 

Gentlemen ,—1 thank you very warmly indeed for the 
extremely cordial terms in which the Indian Merchants’ 
Chamber and Bureau have couched their welcome to me; 
and I can only hope that I myself and my successors may 
continue to win those friendly sentiments with which 
your address is animated. 

This is not the occasion for a speech of a political 
character, and I do not propose to enter into any exposi¬ 
tion of the policy of the Government of India, but I 
cannot refrain from expressing ray deep appreciation of 
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the terms of warm approval yon have used regarding the 
efforts I have made during the past three years to fulfil 
my high responsibilities with even-handed justice and 
with a single aim for the truest welfare of your country. 

I listened with melancholy satisfaction to the tribute 
you have paid to the memory of my distinguished 
predecessor whose hand so lately guided the destinies of 
India. His serene courage and far-sighted sagacity 
enabled him to hold a steady course through somewhat 
troublous times, and tbe reforms which he introduced 
into the constitution of our Legislative Councils will 
secure him a place of distinction among the great men 
who have been Gcvernors-General in the past. 

I notice that you have criticised one detail of those 
self-same reforms, and f will only remind you that the 
claims of individual interests to be represented on the 
Imperial Council cannot be considered independently of 
the similar requests of other communities and the limits 
of membership which are imposed by statute on the 
Council. The Government of India have done their 
best to afford representation to all the most important 
interests in the country, and the scheme must be judged 
as a whole. The Indian commercial community is 
fortunate in that it has secured one special seat of its 
own, while there is nothing to prevent the selection of 
leading members of the business world in other vacancies; 
in fact, I should be glad to see them returned in fair 
proportion as representatives of their countrymen. But 
the allocation of another reserved seat can only mean the. 
disenfranchisement of some one else, and that is a course 
which clearly merely shifts the ground of complaint from 
one to another quarter. 

You will have learnt from my speech in Council the 
results of the Commission recently appointed by the 
Government of South Africa to enquire into tbe troubles 
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wliicli occurred there and the grievances of our Indian 
fellow-subjects, and I devoutly hope that the Government 
01 tJo lJni(m will lend a ready ear to such remedies as 
have been suggested for the mitigation of those grievances, 
and will undertake legislation in the immediate future to 
give effect to them. 

I ill now turn to those portions of your address which 
are more closely connected with matters of commercial 
importance. I am glad that you recognise that the 
recently enacted Indian Companies Act has placed the 
law relating to Joint Stock Companies on a more satisfac¬ 
tory footing and will tend to safeguard the interests of 
the investing public. I particularly welcome your 
recognition of the fact that legislation alone ca nnot secure 
the investing public against the flagrant misconduct 
o! those responsible for the management of public 
companies. We cannot make all persons honest by 
legislation any more than by excise laws we can make 
all people moderate consumers of alcohol. I particularly 
welcome this expression of opinion from the Indian 
Merchants’ Chamber, because I seem to detect, in many 
quarters, a somewhat exaggerated conception of the 
sphere of Government in its relations with private enter¬ 
prise. In their anxiety to Safeguard shareholders and the 
public generally, some persons apparently desire to see 
commercial enterprises transformed into a Department of 
Government. We have even been asked to place all public 
companies in charge of the Collectors of Districts, who 
would, I take it, if such a scheme were adopted, become 
permanent Directors of every limited liability enterprise 
in their districts. Such undue nursing of private effort 
would not, of course, be compatible with the true 
interests of this country, where the investing public 
must learn, by the hard lesson of occasional losses, to 
take an intelligent interest in the management of the 
concerns in which they are interested and to exercise the 
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considerable powers that are already vested in them by 
the important company legislation to which you refer. 

In making these remarks I in no sense desire to display 
any want of confidence in the capacity of the Indian 
business public, to direct and control commercial enter¬ 
prises. Far from it, I hold that in this city of Bombay 
the Indian merchant has shown, more than in any part of 
India, a marked talent for directing commercial ventures 
of importance on Western lines. When we hear of the 
regrettable bank failures to which you draw attention, 
we must not forget the successful swadeshi banks, nor the 
numerous manufacturing companies that are entirely in 
Indian hands. I hold that the past, in spite of errors 
and failures, is full of promise for the future, and I am 
confident that in Bombay, where so many fine buildings 
and institutions bear witness to the generous contribution 
of successful Indian merchants, we many look with 
confidence to the successes of the future to eradicate the 
impression conveyed by certain failures in the past. 

You mention, Gentlemen, the fine new docks that it 
has been my pleasure to open this morning. I am glad 
to find Bombay has risen so splendidly to its respon¬ 
sibilities in the matter of providing for your trade and 
shipping. Without the Port Trust Railway, which it 
has wisely been decided to construct, your docks could 
not have been worked to their full capacity, and in 
conjunction with the great Indian Peninsula Railway 
Harbour Branch line, off which I understand the Port 
Trust Railway branches, Bombay will have a, system of 
terminal lines far in advance of those of any other port 
in India. The credit for the conception of this great work 
is to be attributed to your Port Trust, a body on which 
representatives of the English and Indian commercial 
community work in close harmony for the good of your 
port. In such happy combination, I see great promise 
for the future progress of the commercial development 
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of this country, and I feel that your Chamber will be 
ever ready to contribute heartily to that great cause. 

I am glad to find that the Indian commercial com¬ 
munity of your Presidency appreciate the desire of my 
(Government to afford just and reasonable hearing to their 
commercial requirements, and that in this connection you 
welcome the transfer of the Capital to Delhi, which brings 
us into closer touch with the trade and commerce of 
Western India. 1 have already explained in reply to an 
earlier address certain proposals, which will presently come 
into operation, with a view to keeping the Government 
of India more closely in touch with the commercial 
communities in the great trade centres. We propose that 
the Member for Commerce and Industry should take 
regular tours, spending an appreciable time, especially, 
in the two great commercial cities of Bombay and 
Calcutta, and in order to afford more time to the Officer 
in charge of the Commercial Intelligence Department for 
touring and for bis more strictly commercial functions, 
we propose to relieve him of the heavy burden of 
super intending our statistical publications and to place 
these under a separate officer. Further improvements 
in the organisation of our commercial intelligence work 
are also under consideration and are being discussed with 
Local Governments. It is our special aim to preserve a 
close relationship with commerce, and I am sure that 
in this endeavour we may confidently look for the co¬ 
operation of such bodies as your Chamber, which I have 
had great pleasure in meeting to-day. 

My visit to your city has been somewhat clouded by 
the sadness of bidding farewell for a time to my wife, 
who has been my constant companion through these 
strenuous years with all that they have brought of trouble 
or of happiness, of toil, and sometimes as you know of 
danger. I thank you most heartily for the kindly 
language in which you have referred to her and for your 
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good wishes for her journey, and I offer you once more 
my most cordial thanks for the very friendly address with 
which you have been good enough to present me. 

BUDGET DEBATE, 1914-15. 

24tli Mar. [The Legislative Session of 1913-14 was brought to a close at 
1914. on the 24th March when the annual Debate took place on the 

Budget. 

A number of speeches were made by Honourable Members, a 
good deal of interest centering in the question of expenditure on 
Hew Delhi. 

His Excellency in closing the Session spoke as follows ] 

My first and very pleasant duty in addressing you 
to-day, at the close of a Session during the course of 
which questions of finance have been much under 
discussion, is to re-echo the views of my Council and 
to congratulate Sir William Meyer on the presentation 
of his first Budget to the Imperial Legislative Council. 

It, was a great satisfaction to me lost year, as Head of 
the Government, to welcome a Colleague of Sir William 
Meyer’s known ability and wide experience both in the 
special field of finance and in Indian administration 
generally. 

We are indebted to him for an unusually informing 
account of present financial policy. The line lie has 
adopted, in thus taking both yourselves and the public 
generally into his confidence, is one which no doubt invites 
criticism, because it makes criticism easy, but that is a 
result which neither he nor my Government can deprecate. 

The more intelligently our policy is scrutinised, the more 
confident we are of general support . 

It is true that ho has had to budget under conditions 
which are not entirely favourable. Unlike his predeces¬ 
sor, lie has had but a small surplus to dispose of, and 
practically no doles to distribute. It is always pleasant 
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to give doles to needy claimants, and perhaps it is even 
more pleasant to receive them, but large unanticipated 
surpluses are not an entirely healthy element in our 
finance, while the distribution of doles is apt to be 
demoralising and to provoke disappointment when in lean 
yOars further doles are not forthcoming. 

On the other hand, the sums available due to the 
natural growth of the Imperial share of the revenues are 
an entirely healthy development in our financial system, 
and I regard the needs of education and sanitation as 
amongst the first claims upon them. 

That is all that I intend to say on the subject of the 
budget, but I am also glad to be able to announce that 
we have just secured a reduction in the telegraph rates* 
between India and Europe of 4 annas a word on the 
ordinary rates and 2 annas a word on the deferred rates. 
I may say that it was not an altogether easy matter 
to obtain this concession which has been the subject of 
negotiation for some time past. Its importance, I am 
sure, will be greatly appreciated by the commercial 
community, to whom the cheapening of telegraphic 
communication with Europe is a matter of ever-increasing 
moment. These reductions will probably take effect from 
the 1st May. 

It is a matter of deep concern to me that India should 
again he visited hy famine. The scarcity which now 
prevails in parts of the United Provinces, Rajputana and 
Central India, is, I am sorry to say, fairly widespread, 
and in places it is of a severe type. We had hoped 
and long continued to hope that the winter rains might 
come in time to ensure a fair spring crop in the affected 
areas, but we have been disappointed, and the scarcity 
has only been slightly mitigated by the little rain which 
has fallen. At the same time it is not on a scale 
commensurate with that of the serious visitation which 
afflicted the United Provinces in 1907-08. a fid there are 
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certain features of the present distress which are signifi¬ 
cantly hopeful, both as regards our immediate troubles 
and in their bearing* on the tendencies of future famines 
in India. The people started with a series of good 
seasons behind them, and not inconsiderable stocks. 
There is fortunately a promise of an excellent harvest in 
a great part of the Punjab; prices: in the United Provinces 
have not risen so rapidly as might otherwise have been 
the ease; and the whole situation has developed somewhat 
more slowly than was originally expected. Those who 
have followed the course of the recent scarcities in the 
Bombay Presidency will have been struck with the change 
which appears to be gradually coming over the character 
•of our Indian famines, and. which is reflected in the 
administrative measures now taken to meet them. A 
prescience born of previous experience works almost as a 
matter of routine to meet the gradual approach of scarcity. 
Revenue is suspended with a liberality unknown ten 
years ago. Agricultural advances are distributed on an 
enormous scale. Ordinary public works., instead of being 
closed for want of funds, are extended as far as possible. 
For the maintenance of working cattle, whose services 
arc of such economic importance, every effort is made to' 
provide fodder at cheap rates, the cost of transit being 
reduced at great expense to the State. Everything, in 
short, is done to stave oft', as far as this can be safely done, 
the day on which relief works must be opened. Nothing 
is perhaps more striking than the almost secondary place 
into which the system of relief works, formerly a cardinal 
feature of our relief programme, has tended to fall in 
our recent famines. Whether this will be characteristic 
of future famines, it is yet impossible to say, but our 
recent experience has certainly emphasised this tendency. 
The progressive improvement in recent years in the means 
of communication in India, and a marked increase in the 
alertness and confidence of the labouring classes, have 
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enabled a large proportion of the able-bodied poor to go 
further afield in search of work. The large works and 
the big industrial enterprises of modern days have 
provided a considerable degree of automatic relief, and 
while we have, as before, to provide gratuitous relief for 
a large number of persons who are precluded from the 
possibility of obtaining work, we are finding it less and 
less necessary to centre all our energies on the artificial 
provision of labour for the able-bodied. Indeed, at the 
present moment, we are assisting a larger number of 
persons in the famine areas in the United Provinces by 
gratuitous relief than by the system of relief works. It 
is impossible to foresee what the future may have in store 
for us, especially if we were to be unfortunately visited 
by a severe and extensive failure of the rains, but in 
the tendencies which I have described there are some 
who are able to see—and I think not without justifica¬ 
tion—the beginning of an economic movement which, if 
unimpeded by other influences, will bring about a 
momentous change in the scope and effects of monsoon 
failures in this country. 

It is my earnest hope that present expectations as to 
the limited scope and duration of the scarcity will he 
confirmed by a good autumn monsoon, and that the 
distressed areas will enjoy a speedy return to agricultural 
prosperity. 

Since I last addressed you on the subject of foreign 
affairs in Simla, on the 17th September last, it has been 
pleasant to know that affairs in Eastern Europe are 
gradually settling down, and that the shadow of war 
which has lately for so long enveloped the Balkan 
Peninsula, is now gradually being dispelled by the sun¬ 
light of peace. AVe can only hope that time will heal 
the wounds that have been inflicted, and softer the 
animosities that have been created, and that the Empire 
of Turkey, our neighbour in the Red Sea and Persian 
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Gulf, will emerge from lier recent trials with. renewed 
vitality and determination to consolidate lier position by 
an enlightened policy of peaceful progress and material 
development. In the pursuit of such a policy we in L'ndm 
have everything to gain, and we can warmly wish, her 
God-speed. 

I told you in September last of the disinterested 
attitude of His Majesty’s Government towards Persia, 
and that we had recently lent the Persian Government 
a considerable sum of money for the creation of a force 
of gendarmerie under Swedish officers, with a view' .to 
the suppression of anarchy in Southern Persia and the 
restoration of order and security on the trade routes, 
where Br itish and Indian trade had suffered serious loss 
during the past few years. 1 am glad to say that our 
hopes have so far not been disappointed. The regiment 
of gendarmerie, which was raised at Shiraz, has been 
employed dur ing the winter in patrolling the roads ami 
lias dealt successfully with the robber bands who infested 
it. It is true that quite recently these gendarmerie have 
been confronted once more with a troublesome situation 
at Kazerun, but, .1 am glad to learn that on the arrival of 
reinforcements the tribal rising dispersed, and that order 
has once more been restored. Evidence of the successful 
activity of the gendarmerie is shown in the improved 
returns of British and Indian trade in Southern Persia . 
Another fore of gendarmerie has been dealing with the 
situation on the trade route between Bunder Abbas and 
Kerman, and, although they have had some serious 
engagements with the Perso-Balucbi tribes in that 
neighbourhood, there is every reason for confidence in 
their ability to restore order in the immediate future. 
The action in South Persia of the Swedish officers and 
the Persian gendarmerie appears to have been eminently 
successful, and to be worthy of unstinted praise. I may 
point out that the only alternative would have been the 
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despatch of a British expedition to Southern Persia for the 
restoration of order in those provinces—a policy to which, 
with the entanglements and expenditure it would entail, 
the Government of India have always been firmly opposed , 
and I would only ask those, who have been somewhat 
lavish in their criticisms of the attitude of the British 
Government in Persia, now to recognise what we in India 
owe to Sir Edward Grey for his policy of disinterested 
support, and abstention from interference in the internal 
affairs of Persia. 

A further development that has taken place in con¬ 
nection with the affairs of the Persian Gulf is the 
conclusion of an agreement with the French Government, 
b\ which they now recognise the new Arms Traffic 
Regulations, drawn up by the late Sultan of Muscat at 
our instance* and by which they abandon the privileges 
and immunities secured to them by ancient treaties. We 
believe that gun-running from Masfeat has now been 
stopped, and that our agreement with France will effec¬ 
tually prevent its revival. Should this prove to be the 
case, we may hope not only to avoid in future the necessity 
for those occasional small military expeditions, which 
for many years have been a drain on Indian revenues, 
but also in the very near future to be able to discontinue 
the expensive naval blockade operations on the Mekran 
coast. 

Turning to Afghanistan, the relations of the Govern¬ 
ment of India with His Majesty the Amir have continued 
to be most friendly and cordial. Indeed we have had 
only one complaint to present to the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment-—and that of a serious order— viz., in regard to the 
depredations on British territory by gangs resident in 
Afghan limits. The recent outrages on the Jehangira 
and Khairabad Railway stations in the Peshawar District 
were, we have reason to believe, the work of a gang, whose 
base is in the Afghan Shinwari country. I have 
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addressed His Majesty the Amir on the subject, demand¬ 
ing the punishment of the offenders, and I have every 
reason to hope that the Afghan Government can, and 
will, co-operate in this matter. An even more flagrant 
instance of the evil in question is to be found on the 
Kohat-Bannu border, which for some years past has been 
constantly harried by gangs from the neighbouring 
Afghan district of Khost. These gangs, consisting of 
outlaws from British territory assisted by bad characters 
from Khost, have with impunity murdered and robbed 
in British territory, and carried oft' British subjects to 
their asylum in Afghanistan and there held them to 
ransom. The strongest representations have from time 
to time been made to the Amir on the subject, and he 
assured me last December that he had issued orders to 
his local officers to deal vigorously with the matter. In 
spite of this, however, since then two serious outrages 
have been committed by Khost gangs. In one of them a 
Hindu and his wife were carried off from the Tochi, and 
though the Afghan local officials could, so it is reported, 
have saved them—indeed had pledged themselves to do 
so—the unfortunate Hindu was brutally murdered and 
decapitated by the outlaws and his head sent to oiir 
post at Miranshah, with a demand for an enormous 
ransom for the woman. To deal with this intolerable 
situation, we decided that mere representations, unbacked 
by action, were valueless. I therefore authorized as a 
reprisal the arrest and detention of all Khostwals found 
in British territory, pending settlement of this matter, 
and I sent a letter to the Amir, informing him of our 
action, and calling upon him to depute an officer with 
the necessary force to deal promptly and effectively with 
the situation in co-operation, if need be, with a British 
officer supported by the necessary force. 

1 am happy to be able to announce that I received 
news yesterday that this action has already borne fruit, 
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and that His Majesty the Amir immediately on the receipt 
of my letter issued stringent orders for the surrender of 
the captive Hindus in Khost and the arrest of the perpe¬ 
trators of the outrages in question. Already three 
captive Hindus have been brought in to the Political 
Agent in the Toehi under escort, and it is reported that 
the greater number of the outlaws have been arrested and 
despatched to Kabul for trial. 

The .North-West Frontier has otherwise been quiet, 
with the exception of an outrage by the XJtman Khel in the 
north of Peshawar District; and two serious raids by the 
Bunerwals into British territory, in which eight British 
subjects were billed and considerable property taken* As 
regards the XJtman Khel, a blockade against them has been 
established, which it is hoped will lead to a speedy settle¬ 
ment of this case. As regards the Bunerwals, I ordered 
the movement of a column into their country on the 23rd 
February last to punish some of the villages mainly at 
fault. This operation, in spite of the most trying 
conditions of weather and roads, was carried out most 
successfully. The troops met with half-hearted opposi¬ 
tion. and returned without loss, after inflicting exemplary 
punishment on the offending villages. There are reasons 
to believe that the effect of this action has been most 
salutary on the frontier, and I trust it will be clear from 
what I have said that the Government of India are 
dealing vigorously with, the question of insecurity on the 
North-West Frontier, and intend whatever it may cost, 
to restore reasonable peace and order on that border. 

The future status of Tibet is still the subject of 
negotiations between accredited representatives of Great 
Britain and accredited representatives of China and 
Tibet. 

During the past year we have added greatly to our 
knowledge of the little known countries lying on the 
North-East Frontier along the Assam border. Surveys 
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have been carried out; some roads have been made; aud 
a large portion of the unexplored highlands in that direc¬ 
tion have been visited, so that we are now in a position 
to determine our natural boundaries on this side. 

On the north-east border of Burma it has been decided 
to extend our administrative control over a part of our 
tribal area, and the new district of Putao has been peace¬ 
fully established- On this side, too, the outlying portions 
of the Indian Empire have been explored, and the know¬ 
ledge so gained will enable us, when the time comes, to 
settle a satisfactory international frontier. 

I am grateful for the flattering words that have been 
used bv a great many members to-day relating to the 
action of myself and my Government in connection with 
the position of Indians in South Africa and I think it 
will be a source of satisfaction to us all if I mention 
the fact that a Beuter’s telegram from Cape Town has 
come in to-day stating that General Smuts lias announced 
in the Union House of Assembly that Government would 
introduce legislation next session based on the report 
of the recent Commission. 

I would now like to turn to a subject nearer home 
and to give you all the information in my power res¬ 
pecting the project estimate for the construction of the 
Imperial City of Delhi. This project estimate, which 
is really a monumental work, reflecting the greatest credit 
upon the Delhi Committee, of which Mr. Hailey is the 
Chairman, and upon the Chief Engineer, Mr. Keeling, 
and the staff of Engineers and others working under him, 
was received by the Government of India about the New 
Tear. I should like to take this opportunity of expressing 
my warm appreciation of the untiring industry and 
devotion to duty of the officers on the staff of the Com¬ 
mittee, who for weeks together during last hot weather 
worked, as I know, every day till 11 o’clock at night in 
order to press forward the completion of this' heavy task. 
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• This estimate lias been most carefully and thoroughly 
scrutinised by Sir, Russell and the staff of the Public 
Works Department, and they have brought to bear on it 
their vast and expert knowledge and have made some 
very useful and practical modifications. Their report 
reached me on the 4th March and has now undergone a 
close examination before acceptance by the Government 
of India and transmission to the Secretary of State. The 
above facts will explain to you why Sir Robert Carlyle 
in reply to a question put to him in February was unable 
to give any figures of the estimate. It is even irregular 
that 1 should do so now before the estimate reaches the 
Secretary of State, but as I am anxious to take the 
Members of my Council as much as possible into my 
confidence, I have obtained special permission from Lord 
Crewe to do so on this occasion. I wish, however, to 
make quite clear that the publication of the figures of the 
estimate does not in any way commit the Secretary of 
State to their acceptance. 

Hon’ble Members may possibly remember the tenour 
of the despatch addressed by the Government of India 
to the Secretary of State on the 25th August 1911. in 
which the administrative changes announced by the King- 
Emperor at the Durbar were proposed. This despatch 
may truly be said to have achieved a certain measure of 
notoriety, if that can be gauged by the lively discussions 
that have taken place over its contents. In the 22nd 
paragraph, in which the cost of the proposed new Capital 
is discussed, the following words are used: — 

“ We w ill now give a rough indication of the cost 
of the scheme. A T o attempt at accuracy is possible, 
because we have purposely avoided making enquiries as 
they would be likely to result in the premature disclosure 
of our proposals. The cost of the transfer to Delhi would 
be considerable. We cannot conceive, however, that a 
larger sum than four million sterling would be necessary, 



and within that figure probably could be found the three 
years’ interest on capital which would have to be paid 
till the necessary works and buildings were completed.’ 

The rest of the paragraph deals with various assets 
which could be utilised to counterbalance this expendi¬ 
ture. 

Whether the Government of India were wise in 
mentioning a figure in however guarded a manner is, I 
frankly admit, open to serious doubt, and it was only 
after consultation amongst ourselves and with the 
concurrence of our former Colleague of the Finance- 
Department, whose caution is well known to you all, that 
the figure of four million sterling was inserted in the 
despatch. In any case the figure lias since been the 
subject of much controversy in the press and elsewhere, 
and various predictions of the cost of the new city have 
been made. 

Now that the Government of India have been in a 
position, to obtain expert information and to prepare 
thorough and comprehensive estimates for the creation 
of a capital which shall be built without extravagance 
and which shall yet be worthy of this great Empire, it 
is clear to us that the original estimate of four million 
sterling must be exceeded, but not to the extent of many 
of those forecasts which have been made by our critics, 
as IIoiTble Members will see when I give them presently 
the figures of the project estimate in its latest form. 
I might argue that this excess is due to the abandonment 
owing to sanitary reasons of the Durbar site and the cost 
of the consequent preparation of the new site, and I might 
put forward other reasons, but I have no desire to do 
anything of the kind, but simply to say frankly on behalf 
of myself and those who are still Members of my Council 
that, owing to the special circumstances in which we 
were placed, we made an underestimate in mentioning 
the figufe of four million sterling, and how great or 
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small a mistake we made, you, Hon’ble Members of 
Council, will short]y be able to judge. 

I will now endeavour to give as succinctly as possible 
the figures of the estimate as amended by the Public 
Works Department. I may mention that as a result of 
their careful scrutiny the charges under certain headings 
have been reduced, while others have been increased, but 
the net result has been a material reduction of the total 
estimate as sent up by the Delhi Committee. 

The figures are as follows under their various 
headings — 

Ks. 

70,18,700 


A. —Salaries and allowances 

B. Travelling allowances of officers and estab¬ 

lishment ...... 6,80,000 

C. —Supplies, services and contingencies . . 8,78,600 

D. —Works expenditure— 

(1) Buildings ..... .3,59,87,200 

(2) (Communications. 29,91,801 

(3) Barks and public improvements . . 27,84,500 

(4) I'dectrie light and power . . . 43,4.0,700 

(5) Irrigation. 27,49,000 

(6) Water-supply, sewerage, drainage, etc. . 73,77,900 

(7) Purchase of tools and plant . . . 35,50,000 

(8) Survey camps and general preliminary 

expenditure. 42,82,100 

(9) Maintenance during construction . 20,09,000 

E. —Acquisition of land taken up . . . 36,48,200 

F. -—Other miscellaneous expenditure , . 6,000 

Deduct anticipated recovery from tools and 

plant , ...... 10,00,000 

These figures, when added up, make an aggregate total 
of Es. 7,67,04,800 or £5,113,620. But as we are anxious 
to face our liabilities for starting the new city to the 
fullest extent possible, we consider it necessary to make 
a special provision for contingencies and unforeseen 
expenditure in excess of the usual provision that has been 
made of 5 per cent, on the works outlay, by adding a 
sum of one and a half crores or £1,000,000. We have 
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accordingly a very large reserve to meet future possibili¬ 
ties which we are not able to foresee at present, I should 
add that the expenditure of this additional crore and a 
half on unforeseen contingencies will be strictly controlled 
by the Government of India, and no part of it spent 
unless absolutely necessary. 

Hon'ble Members may remember that recently a 
statement was made in Parliament by the Under Secretary 
of State for India that the estimated cost of new buildings 
in Delhi, then under the consideration of the Government 
of India, amounted to £2,800,000, or 420 lakhs, while 
the figure for buildings that I have just given you is 
860 lakhs. The discrepancy that arises between these 
two figures is due chiefly to the excision of the cost of 
the Survey of India Office, and residential, accommodation 
for the stab, reduction in the provision for offices for 
the local administration, etc. It has been decided by 
the Government of India that the presence in the Capital 
of the Surveyor-GeneraPs Office is not administratively 
expedient. 

It may be of interest to I Ion’ble Members to know that 
under the heading of buildings, of which the total is 
Rs, 3,59,87,200, a sum of half a million sterling, or 
75 lakhs, has been allotted for the construction of Govern¬ 
ment House and the Council Chamber and necessary 
appurtenances with gardens, stables, offices of the Private 
and Military Secretaries to the Viceroy, bungalows for 
the staff and accommodation for military guards while 
a further sum of three quarters of a million sterling, or 
Bs. 1,12,50.000, has been set aside for the Secretariat 
buildings of the Government of India. The remaining 
11s. 1,72,37,200 is the estimated cost of Local Administra¬ 
tion Offices, Chief Commissioner’s Office, Imperial Record 
Office, residences for officers of Government and for 
clerks, .menials’ quarters, electric installation in officers’ 
and clerks’ quarters, medical buildings, police aecom- 
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inodation, fire-brigade station, .markets and slaughter¬ 
house, and accommodation fo the Viceroy’s Bodyguard 
and for troops in the Capital. 

There are other headings of expenditure such as irriga¬ 
tion which require more detailed elaboration, and on 
which it is possible that certain savings may be effected, 
but in all such cases an outside figure has been taken 
which we may reasonably hope will not be exceeded. 

On the other band, the project estimate contains 
certain items such as land, residences, water-supply, 
electric power, irrigation, on which recoveries in. the form 
of rent or taxes will, in addition to Meeting current 
expenditure, partially at any rate, cover the interest on 
capital outlay, while there are other items on which some 
return on account of the sale of leases, general taxes, 
and indirect receipts may be expected, for I need not 
explain that Government officials, for whom accommoda¬ 
tion is provided, will pay rent, and that all residents 
in the new city will have to pay charges for Water- 
supply and other amenities. The project estimate of the 
Delhi Committee reckoned expenditure of this character 
at two crores or one and a third million pounds, but 
we are of opinion that a forecast put forward at this stage 
might merely prove misleading and furnish materials for 
criticism. Therefore, although a certain portion of the 
expenditure will undoubtedly be recouped, we prefer not 
to specify the items at this stage. 

I have now put before you, as briefly as it has been 
possible on an occasion like the present, the principal 
details of the project estimate for the construction of 
the capital city of Delhi, and I think that you may 
safely rely on my vigilance and on that of the Fon'ble 
Finance Member and of the Chief Commissioner of' Delhi, 
whose experience in the Finance Department stands him 
in such good stead, to see that no extravagance or waste 
of public funds is permitted. T may add that for a long 
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time past I have received a monthly account of expendi¬ 
ture upon the works now in progress in order to secure 
the fullest financial supervision and control. 

There is just one othej point that I would wish to 
explain so as to avoid all misunderstandings viz., the 
absence of any estimate for cantonment or railway 
expenditure in the project estimate. Sir Guy Fleetwood 
Wilson in his financial statement last year stated that 
the cost of cantonments could only be shown in the 
military estimates, and any diversion of a railway line 
that might be found necessary must be charged to rail¬ 
ways. As a matter of fact, it had been already decided 
by the Government before the question of making* Delhi 
the capital had arisen to materially increase the garrison 
of Delhi owing to its strategical importance as the greatest 
railway centre of India, and to move the Indian infantry 
regiment from its .insanitary lines at Darvaganj, while 
the long condemned lines of the Indian cavalry regiment 
should have been rebuilt at least three years ago. Very 
considerable expenditure would therefore in any case have 
been incurred on increasing and bringing up to date the 
military accommodation at Delhi. Consequently, a new 
cantonment would have had to be hui.lt in any case. As 
regards railway expenditure there is little doubt that. if 
the city of Delhi expands in a southerly direction, as 
seems probable from the demands made for land in that 
direction, a diversion oi the Agra Chord may become 
inevitable, and improved railway facilities for the 
inhabitants of the new city will become increasingly 
necessary. All that is being done at present is to acquire 
the necessary land so as to meet the requirements of the 
future when they arise, and the only recommendation 
that lias been made to the Secretary of State for railway 
facilities for the new city is the construction of a railway 
station with sidings on the Agra Chord at the estimated 
C*ost of 2| lakhs. 
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Form the statement that I have made, which, I may 
point out, could not possibly have been made at an earlier 
date, you will recognise that we are anxious to give the 
Members of my Council, the very fullest information. 

In giving you these figures it should be clearly under¬ 
stood that the scheme put forward is for the adequate 
establishment of the Government of India at Delhi. The 
estimate has been framed to provide for all that can be 
foreseen as likely to be required to enable the Government 
of India to effectively occupy their new Head-Quarters. 
In regard to such public services as water-supply, 
sanitation, and the general laying-out and equipment of 
the new city with roads, public parks, etc., we have based 
our requirements upon a careful forecast of probable 
population and made all reasonable provision for future 
expansion. Although we have considered it desirable to 
make provision in the estimate for all the residential 
accommodation that we consider necessary, it is anti¬ 
cipated that private capital will do its share in the 
development of the new city and erect a proportion of 
the residences which will be required for the accommoda¬ 
tion of officers and clerks in some form or other, in which 
case we may expect to effect some reduction of expenditure 
under this head. It does not include public buildings 
such as museums, institutes, hospitals, other than the 
civil hospital, etc., which will undoubtedly spring up in 
the future and cluster round the seat of Government. 
All growing cities, even the oldest, develop every year 
with new buildings and new institutions, and the task 
of the Government of India is, and lias been, to see that 
there is no waste, and, while not expending more than 
we ran spare, to he careful that we do not unduly restrict 
our plans or schemes merely in order to balance current 
expenditure in a manner to compromise their future or 
to prevent our successors from enlarging or beautifying 
them in the future if they possess the means or the taste 
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to do so. Much no doubt will be done by private 
initiative, and it is very encouraging to find new educa¬ 
tional establishments ready to spring up in the Capital of 
India, amongst them being a new St. Stephen’s College, 
a Medical College for women, the Begum of Bhopal’s 
Grill School, a Post-graduate College for the sons and 
families of ituling Chiefs and a College for Indian 
Medicine. Sites for all of these have been requested and 
assigned, and it is not too much to hope that Delhi may, 
in addition to its other features, become an important 
educational centre. The educational Conference held in 
Delhi last year and repeated only three weeks ago when 
no less than 24 Ruling Chiefs were present as well as 
representatives of other Native States is of happy augury 
and an indication of the great advantage of the acces¬ 
sibility of the new Capital. 

Although the guarded estimate of four million sterling 
mentioned in the Government of India despatch of August 
25th, 1911, will be exceeded, I am confident that my 
Council and India as a whole will not regard the total 
figure now estimated as excessive and the speeches that 
I have heard in Council to-day add further confirmation 
to that confidence. India is worthy of a capital, and the 
capital must be worthy of her. The provision of funds 
will he very carefully considered so as to cause no 
embarrassment to the development of the country and 
will bo spread over at least eight years from its inception 
in 1912. 

You will also understand that the estimate now 
communicated to you does not purport to provide for the 
present and future needs of old Delhi in respect of sanitary 
reform and urban improvement generally. The Govern¬ 
ment of India have settled at Delhi and made themselves 
responsible for its administration by taking over the area 
in which it lies, an area which would otherwise have 
received special attention from the Punjab Government 
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in connection with our general grants for education and 
sanitation, as also in respect of urgent public works. 
Sanitary advance is one of the main features of our 
general policy, and we cannot allow the requirements of 
the old city to be prejudiced by the special demands for 
the new; on the contrary, we shall expect a considerable 
advance to be made in the near future, partly from local 
resources, and largely, it may L>e, from special Govern¬ 
ment grants, if funds for this purpose are available. 
This question arises at once in framing our schemes for 
the water-supply and sanitary equipment of the new 
Capital, and it is one which we cannot rightly set aside. 
Such outlay, however, is distinguishable, and must be 
considered apart, from the cost of building and equipping 
the new city, and was so excluded in the original rough 
estimate of the latter made by the Government of India 
in 1911* 

I may remind Hon’ble Members that in a speech 
delivered by the King-Emperor in Delhi on the 15th 
December 1911, on which occasion all the Members of 
my Council as then constituted were present, His Majesty 
used the following words: — 

u I trust that the planning and designing of the public 
buildings to be erected will be considered with the 
greatest deliberation and care, so that the now creation 
may prove in every way worthy of this ancient and beauti¬ 
ful city. 

“ May God's blessing rest upon the work which is so 
happily inaugurated to-day/’ 

The commands of the King-Emperor have been faith¬ 
fully obeyed by the Government of India who will 
continue to do all in their power to carry out fully the 
wishes of His Majesty, a task in which we know that we 
have the support and confidence of the King-Emperor’s 
loyal subjects in India. It will not, I think, be regarded 
as an indiscretion if I say that I know from the highest 
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source the immense interest that the King-Emperor takes 
in the progress of the creation of the new Capital, and 
I Lis Majesty's earnest desire that it shall be a worthy 
monument with which, his name will always be identified. 

I will now say a few words about ourselves. During 
the past year and a half since the present Members have 
entered upon their office, the Legislative Council has 
dealt with a number of important measures, 20 of which 
have become law. The most noteworthy perhaps of these 
is the Indian Companies Act, which has replaced the 
previous Act of 1882. In this lengthy measure, which 
is b used to a large extent on modern English Law, we 
have a Code which, as recently amended in this Council, 
will place this important branch of commercial law upon 
a satisfactory footing in this country. We have also 
passed two Acts, one relating to the office of the 
Administrator-General, and one to that of the Official 
Trustee, which, though of less general interest, are likely 
to be of considerable practical utility. During the 
current Session we have passed an Act making the neces¬ 
sary modifications in the English Copyright Act in its 
application to India, and in the Decentralisation Act, 
recently under the consideration of this Council, a Jaw 
has been enacted which will be of great benefit in 
expediting and facilitating the work of Government. 

We have also still under consideration an important. 
Bill for the protection of minor girls living in undesirable 
surroundings. Although we are all actuated by one 
desire in respect of these minors, 1 observe that there 
have been divergent views as to the best method of 
securing* protection for them. I hope and believe, 
however, that in the result we shall obtain a law which 
will be the means of rescuing numbers of children from 
lives of shame; and if, for various reasons, we are not 
at first as successful as the Government ot the United 
Kingdom has been in dealing with this difficult question, 
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we should not be discouraged but should continue our 
efforts, moving firmly but cautiously, to achieve the 
desired object. If indeed we are able by any legislation 
to save from contamination but a fraction of the number 
of children who have been rescued in England under the 
provisions of the Children’s Act of 1.908, we shall not 
have laboured in vain. 

The activities of this Council have not, however, been 
confined to legislation. A number of resolutions on matters 
of public interest have been discussed and carefully 
considered, and the Government of India have received 
much assistance from the temperate and thorough manner 
iii which the subjects under discussion have been debated, 
and even in those cases in which Government have not 
been able to accept the resolutions proposed, the debates 
have often been of great use in that they have placed 
Govermueut in possession of the views of non-official 
Members, and have promoted a careful consideration and 
examination of the question under discussion from new 
points of view. I may refer to Mr. Gokbale’s resolution 
oil primary education, and that of Sir G. M. Chitnavie 
on the merits of a system of preferential tariffs as parti¬ 
cularly interesting and instructive. This year the 
discussion on jail administration, arising out of a resolu¬ 
tion proposed by Mr. Rayaningar in which the whole 
question had been most carefully prepared by the llon’ble 
Member, has resulted in a decision to appoint a Committee 
to enquire into the whole system of our prisons. It is 
my belief that an enquiry of this nature cannot fail to 
have beneficial results of a far-reaching character. 

I have now finished, and I must thank Hon'bie 
Members for their patience and forbearance during a 
somewhat lengthy statement on my part. I wish you all 
a happy return io your homes, and I now declare this 
Session closed. 
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25th March [A large and influential Mahoniedan Deputation waited on His 
Excellency the Viceroy at Viceregal Lodge, Delhi, on the 26th 
March. The address which was read by the Raja of Mahmudabad 
was as follows :— 

May it please Your Excellency ,—We, the representatives of the 
Muslim Community, reflecting various shades of Muslim opinion 
in India, humbly beg to approach Your Excellency on behalf of our 
co-religionists and ourselves with v view to lay before Your Excel¬ 
lency certain matters of the highest moment relating to our com¬ 
munity. For this opportunity so graciously afforded to us by Your 
Excellency we cannot but be deeply grateful. The privilege which 
enables the Indian subjects of His Majesty the King-Emperor to 
wait in deputation upon his representative on occasions of im¬ 
portance is highly prized and is, we venture to think, of inestimable 
value in the special circumstances of the Government of India. As 
Your Excellency is aware, the political activity of our community 
in recent years took its initial impulse from the great deputation 
that waited in 1900 at Simla upon Your Excellency’s predecessor, 
Lord Minto. whoso recent sad death we along with the rest of tin 
people of India so deeply mourn. The extended opportunities lor 
participating in public affairs which the liberal policy of the Gov¬ 
ernment was then creating for the people of this country had 
brought homo to the Mussalmnns the imperative necossity of organ¬ 
ising themselves for effective and fruitful co-operation with Gov- 
ernment and with other communities. Responding to the call of 
such a generous policy on the part of Government the Mussalmans 
succeeded in a great measure in drawing together and organising 
their social and political forces in an incredibly short space of time, 
and as a prominent instance we may quote the establishment of the 
All-India Muslim League which has ever since continued to be the 
true representative organisation of Indian Mussalmans. The latent 
vitality of our community began to manifest itself soon after and 
marked the new era of an awakened consciousness. Along with an 
earnest desire to take their full share in the responsibilities of civic 
life the Mussulmans of India realised, even more vividly than ever, 
that their future progress depended chiefly upon the energy and 
vigour with which they undertook the task of carrying out the 
education policy formulated by their greatest leader Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan more than three decades ago. 

Your Excellency, we may with pardonable prida here refer to 
the unprecedented promptiture with which the community met 
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and overcame the financial difficulties that stood in the way of the 
grant of a charter for the establishment of a university of our own. 
In this connection it will not be perhaps out of place to mention 
that the extremely arduous and constructive work of elaborating a 
constitution for the Muslim University was taken up by the ( oin- 
munit.y with earnestness and zeal and the result leads us to hope 
that when required willing and competent workers will always be 
readily forthcoming. That long cherished desire, however, for the 
establishment of the Muslim University still remains unfulfilled. 
Before wo could secure the result of our labours in this connection 
events of unparalleled magnitude and absorbing interest to Mussul¬ 
mans followed one another in a rapid and bewildering succession. 
Your Excellency, it could not have been expected that they would 
fail to make a deep and painful impression upon the Mussulmans 
of this country. It must bo apparent to all observers that the com¬ 
bination of such unfortunate events as then occurred was absolutely 
unprecedented and the Mussulmans of India were face to face with 
a wholly abnormal situation. Your Excellency whose great sym¬ 
pathy was with us throughout our protracted sufferings is well 
aware of the intensity and poignanco of our feelings in that dark 
hour. But no one can point to a single incident suggesting, how¬ 
ever remotely,* that the Mussulmans of India had lost their sanity 
of judgment and self-restraint during a period of unusual gravity, 
or that they had departed even by a hair’s breadth from the tradi¬ 
tion of staunch and unwavering loyalty to the British Throne and to 
His Majesty’s Government established by law in India. Despite 
these undeniable facts, wo have noticed with deep pain and resent¬ 
ment u series of deplorable attempts that have recently been made 
in certain quarters to vilify our community, misrepresent our 
attitude towards Government, and east unmerited aspersions on 
the character and motives of whole classes of His Majesty’s Muslim 
subjects with a view to discredit them in the eyes of Government 
and their British fellow-subjects. It has been openly declared that 
leaders of the Muslim Community inflame religious passions, pro¬ 
mote racial antagonism, and lose no opportunity of abusing British 
rule and vilifying the Christian religion and ihat a new party 
already begins to dream of expelling the British from India. It 
has also been stated that a sinister feature of this new Muslim 
movement is that Aligarh graduates are in the van and are openly 
preaching hostility to British rule and that attempts are being 
made to tamper with the loyalty of Muslim troops.. Your Excel¬ 
lency, after having stood the repeated test of actual experience in 
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times of great public excitement we never expected such cruel 
attacks at a time when wo were under the shadow of a great 
calamity and needed all the sympathy and good-will to which wo 
wore entitled. Your Excellency will, we trust, pardon us for any 
warmth of language into which wo may bo betrayed in repudiating 
such wicked libels on the fair name of 70,000,000 of His Majesty’s 
loyal Muslim subjects in Indio. We, on behalf of our community 
*i’,d ourselves, unhesitatingly characterise those allegations as gross 
and baseless calumnies opposed in the highest degree to the best 
interests of the Empire. In ordinary circumstances irresponsible 
attacks on. communities, as on individuals, may be treated with 
silence or contempt; but those who have taken upon themselves 
the task of maligning our community are both persistent and 
resourceful and their sinister efforts have been assisted by the 
wi le publicity given to their allegations in England as well as in 
this country. We, therefore, apprehended that unless some oppor¬ 
tunity such as this was afforded to us it was not possible for a com¬ 
munity circumstanced as ours to give such allegations an effectual, 
authoritative and adequate contradiction. 

Your Excellency, our desire is not to prefer requests or to give 
expression to grievances of a character such as in ordinary practice 
form the subject-matter of deputations. But there is nothing that 
we prize more highly thau tho recognition of our loyalty and it is 
with reference to this that we have craved Your Excellency's leave 
to approach you. We avail ourselves of this opportunity to declare 
with all the emphasis that we can command that Indian Mussal- 
mans cherish this tradition no less dearly to day than at any time 
previously in their history. Your Excellency will, wo trust, accept, 
our assurance that wo desire nothing better than there should pre¬ 
vail absolute confidence between the people and the Government, 
and the friendliest feelings between the various communities of 
India; but it has pained us greatly that sinister motives should be 
ascribed in some quarters to the efforts that are being made to 
make the relations between the two great sister communities of 
India more harmonious and friendly. Your Excellency has endear¬ 
ed yourself to the* whole of India by your large-hearted sympathy 
with the people of this country, your generous appreciation of their 
aspirations and the high statesmanship which has characterised 
your rule. Grateful as we are for the benefits that have resulted from 
your liberal and progressive administration in which we have 
participated with the rest of India, we have special reason to offer 
our respectful gratitude to Your Excellency for the unfailing 
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consideration that you have shown for the feelings and sentiments of 
our community and for the policy of Your Excellency’s Government 
with regard to their educational requirements of which we hope to 
see an early fruition. It is, therefore, a matter of special pleasure 
to us to approach Your Excellency with this our humble address 
convoying to Your Excellency our heartfelt assurances of the con¬ 
tinued and unimpeachable loyalty of the community wo represent 
and we trust Your Excellency will be pleased to communicate the 
assurances to His Majesty the King-Emperor. 

His Excellency made the following reply :— ] 

(fentlevien ,— -It is a source of much pleasure to me 
to have this opportunity of receiving a deputation of the 
Mahomedan community of such a representative character 
as that which I have the pleasure of seeing here before 
me to-day. 

You have referred, in the address which I am very 
happy to receive from you, to the rein vigorated vitality 
of your own community during the past few years, and 
it is a fact to which I am able to bear testimony and at 
the same time to welcome. There is no doubt that during 
the past 10 years a great change has swept over Islam 
in India, but zeal for the Moslem faith and for the 
uplifting oi the community, and the loyalty of the 
Moslems to the Government of this country where they 
live and find freedom of worship, have gone hand in hand, 
and have created a high ideal from which the community 
has never wavered. This indeed was the policy advocated 
by the late Sir Syed Ahmed, the distinguished reformer 
and leader of the Indian Mahomedan community, and 
I can only state my firm conviction that in pursuing that 
policy the true salvation of the Mahomedans of India is 
to be found. It is a policy worthy of a community of 
political and social importance such as yours. There is 
no doubt that Mahomedan sentiment has been greatly 
stirred by recent events outside India, and that for a time 
a, restless spirit prevailed which might have been inter¬ 
preted by those who regarded merely the troubled surface 
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„f the water as a dangerous portent, but which those who 
could see below the surface were well aware betrayed no 
real antagonism between Government and your com¬ 
munity. It is true that feelings have been sore, and 
that here and there this has found expression in bitter 
or heated words, which it would have been better to have 
left, unsaid. And it is true, unfortunately, that, writers 
in the English and foreign press have been misled by 
such expressions and, owing to a merely superhoia 
comprehension of the Mahomedan tram of thought, have 
misrepresented the attitude of your community and 
attributed to them actions and thoughts which those w o 
know you well can only regard as a deep nnsunderstaiu - 
in<r I can well sympathise with your feelings o 
resentment at aspersions that have been cast upon you 
and your people as a whole, but I can only assure you 
that * 1 and my Government have never doubted lie 
unswerving loyalty which we know <piih well to t one o 
the noblest and most sacred traditions of your community. 

I need hardly repeat to you here what I said in the Legisla¬ 
tive Council at Simla on the 17th September last as to the 
realisation bv tlio British Government of the absolute 
necessity for the maintenance of the status quo as regards 
the Hoiv Places in Arabia, but, 1 would point, out tho 
this is an important and powerful link between your 
community and the Government of our King-Emperor, 
for it. is onlv in view of the religious interests of the 
Mahomedans of India and the value that the Government 
attach to religious freedom and Mahomedan control o 
the Holy Places that such a responsibility could rest upon 
Great Britain. Now that peace has been happily restored 
in Europe and Asia, I look forward with hope and 
confidence to a period of peaceful development of the 
Mahomedan community by means of self-improvement 
and education, and to a policy of solidarity and co- 
operation with Government of all loyal, moderate an 









Presentation of Colours to the Northumberland Fusiliers 
at Subathu * 

sober opinion for the welfare and progress of this Empire 
which we all of as have so much at heart. 

Xu conclusion 1 thank you very warmly for the friendly 
lone of your personal references to myself and the policy 
that I have tried to follow. I cordially welcome the 
assurances that you have given me of the continued and 
unimpeachable loyalty of the community which you 
Represent which I will not fail to transmit to the King* 
xlmperor, although for me such assurances were not 
needed, and I devoutly hope that the pure and unalloyed 
faith of your people in the unity of (tod* and of loyalty 
to 'their rulers may burn like a flame and ever grow 
brighter to lighten your path for many ages to come. 


PRESENTATION OF COLOURS TO THE NORTHUMBER¬ 
LAND FUSILIERS AT SUBATHU. 

[His Excellency the Viceroy presented Colours to the North- X6t)i May 
umberland Fusiliers at Subathu on the morning of the I5th May. 

His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief was present at the 
t unction. 

The Bishop of Lahore consecrated the Colours after which 
His Excellency the Viceroy in presenting them to the Regiment 
said: —] 

Colonel Enderby , Officers , Non-Commissioned Officers 
and Men of the Nor thumb erland Fusiliers ,—Of the many 
State ceremonials over which it is my duty to preside, 
there are none that I esteem a greater privilege than that 
of presenting colours to one of His Majesty’s regiments. 

And the pleasure which this privilege confers on me is all 
the greater when that regiment is an old and distinguished 
corps like your own, with a history going back to the 
days of the Stuarts and a record of martial achievements 
represented by 19 battle honours. 
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These battle honours show how world-wide have been 
you sei vices. Your regiment has served in every quarter 
of the globe and has engaged every kind of enemy, from 
the war-worn veterans of Napoleon to the predatory 
Put bans of our North-West Frontier. Mr. Roosevelt, 
the late President of the United States, in a book entitled 
“ The Winning* of the West/ 5 testifies in appreciative 
terms to the ubiquitous services of the British Army. 
“ The scarlet-coated soldiers/' he says, “ who serve the 
monarchy of Great Britain, wear a uniform which, for 
the last two hundred years, has been hotter known than 
any other wherever the pioneers of civilisation tread the 
world's waste places, or fight their way to the overlordship 
of decaying Empires. 55 

The annals of our famous old line regiments form, 
indeed, a veritable epitome of our national history. 
They are rich in inspiring examples of courage, discipline 
and self-sacrifice, and show how much the Army has 
contributed to the building up of the Empire, and to how 
great an extent the maintenance of that Empire must 
depend upon its spirit, its numbers and its efficiency. 

Your gallant and distinguished corps was raised in 
1674, being one of six British regiments formed in that 
year for the service of fhe States General of Holland. It 
was while in the Dutch service that it adopted the badge 
of St. George to mark its English origin, and it was 
then, also that it assumed the gosling* green facings 
which have been the pride and distinction of the 
“ fighting fifth 55 for over two hundred years. 

After seeing much service in Holland, including the 
siege of Maastricht, where it first came under the com¬ 
mand of William of Orange, the 5th, then known as 
“ Monk’s Regiment/ 5 came over to England in 1688 as 
part of the force which accompanied William and Mary 
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when they were called to the English throne. It was 
then brought on to the English establishment as the 5th 
Foot, and a few years later took part in the battle of the 
Boyne and the siege of Namur. 

A brief experience of service as Marines with the fleet 
in the West Indies, was followed in 1707 by a campaign 
in Portugal and Spain under the Earl of Galway. In. the 
action of Cnyn, fought in 1709, the 5th greatly 
distinguished themselves, their stubborn gallantry in a 
hard fought rear-guard coinbat being the means of saving 
from destruction their defeated Portuguese allies. On 
the termination of this war, the regiment proceeded to 
Gibraltar, where it remained for 15 years, taking part 
in the defence of the fortress when it was besieged in 
1757 by the Spaniards. 

A long spell of home service ensued, which was varied 
in J758 by combined naval and military operations on 
the coast of France, taking the form of raids on the ports 
of St. Main and Cherbourg. As raids these attacks were 
very successful, much damage being done to the enemy’s 
shipping, forts, ordnance and magazines; and though 
the strategic results may have been of no great import¬ 
ance, these descents are of special interest as illustrating 
how close must be the co-operation between the Navy and 
the Army to ensure success in the operations of an Island 
Power. 

Two years later found the 5th fighting in Germany. 
The regiment took a notable part in the actions of 
Oorbaeh, Warbourg and Denkern, and earned great 
renown at Wilhelmstahl, where it defeated and captured 
a whole division of French Grenadiers. In recognition 
of its distinguished services on this occasion, the 5th 
were allowed to adopt the tall Grenadier caps of their 
prisoners in place of their own three-cornered cocked hats. 
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The 5th were serving in Ireland in 1774 when the 
revolt of the American Colonists necessitated the 
despatch of troops across the Atlantic. The regiment 
was present at Lexington, the opening action of this 
long and disastrous war, and a few weeks later took a 
prominent part in the hard-fought battle of Bunker’s 
Hill. Twice the British troops were repulsed, and twice 
they returned to the charge. Nothing short of the most 
determined bravery could have secured success, and it 
spea ks well for the pluck of the 5th that they should -have 
gained their goal at the third attempt, despite almost 
overwhelming difficulties. Having made their final 
charge, they carried the enemy’s works at the point of 
the bayonet, and at the end of the fight found them 
masters of the ground vacated by their stubborn oppo¬ 
nents. Well might General Burgoyne say of this 
engagement ,—“ The 5th behaved the best and suffered 
the most,” for the heavy casualties suffered by the 
regiment bear witness to the severity of the struggle. 

After taking part in the actions of Long Island, 
White Plains, Germantown, and other events of this long 
and arduous but unsuccessful campaign, the regiment 
embarked at New York in 1778 and proceeded to the 
West Indies. There it greatly distinguished itself at St. 
Lucia, when the French, with a fleet and army under the 
Comte de Grasse, tried to recapture the island from the 
British. Having occupied an isolated post called La 
Vigie, the 5tli held it, single-handed, against some 9,000 
French who made three fierce assaults on the place, only 
to be beaten off each time with heavier losses. The 
distinguished conduct of the regiment on this occasion 
was recognised by the grant to it of the right to wear a 
white plume in their caps, in place of the red and white 
tuft then worn by all regiments of the line. This 
distinction was bestowed to commemorate the fact that 
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the gallant soldiers o 1 the 5th had taken from the head¬ 
dresses of the fallen French Grenadiers, more than 
enough white plumes to decorate the whole regiment. 

In 1825 a white feather was ordered to be worn by 
all line regiments, and the 5th were then allowed to 
replace the tall white plume by which they had been 
long and honourably distinguished by a red and white 
one, which after sundry changes in pattern and size, 
survives as the red and white buckle that you are entitled 
to wear. 

The 5th served in Holland in 1799, in Hanover in 
1805, and in the ill-starred expedition to Buenos Ayres 
in 1807. It displayed that marked capacity for street 
fighting which was to be revived with such good effect at 
Lucknow half a century later. After being shipwrecked 
on the coast of Holland and taken prisoner, the regiment 
went on active service again in 1808, when one of its 
battalions proceeded to Portugal. It took part in the 
battles of Kolica and Vimiera, the retreat to Corunna 
end the glorious action fought there on the 16th June 
1809 when Sir John Moore was killed. This battalion 
had not been at home a year, and had only just recruited 
its strength, when it was sent to Walcheren where it was 
decimated by malarial fever. 

Meanwhile the other battalion of the 5th was actively 
engaged in the Peninsula under Wellington, and distin¬ 
guished itself greatly in the battles of Busaco, Puentes 
JFOnor, and the operations on the Coa. Among the 
minor engagements in which the regiment assisted, 
perhaps the most notable was the combat of El Bod on, 
when it formed part of a force which beat off the attacks 
of an overwhelming body of French cavalry. As this is, 
I understand, almost the only example in history of a 
bayonet charge made by infantry upon cavalry, I am 
tempted to give you an account of the incident in Napier s 
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own stirring words. “The 5th ami 77th, two weak 
battalions, were quite exposed, and in an instant the 
French cavalry came thundering down upon them. But 

how fruitless to match the sword against the musket. 

......The multitudious squadrons, rending the skies with 

their shouts and closing upon the glowing squares like 
the falling edges of a hunting crater, were instantly 
rejected, scorched and scattered abroad; and the rolling 
peal of musketry had scarcely ceased to echo in the hills 
when bayonets glittered at the edge of the smoke, and 
with firm and even tread the British regiments came 
forth like the holy men from the Assyrian’s furnaces.” 

Referring to the distinguished conduct of your regi¬ 
ment on this occasion, Wellington wrote in his despatches 
that “the conduct of the 2nd battalion of the 5th Foot 
affords a memorable example of what the steadiness and 
discipline of the troops and their confidence in their 
officers can effect in the most difficult and trying 
situations,” 

Equally distinguished was the conduct of the 5th at 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo where it assisted in the 
storming of the main breach and suffered heavy losses. 
The escalade of the castle at Badajoz, in which the regi¬ 
ment took the leading part, was another splendid feat. 
The first to gain the top of the ramparts was a party of 
the 5th under Ensign Canch, and it was followed up 
immediately by another under the Commanding Officer, 
Colonel Ridge, who fell in the moment of victory. I 
should like to quote again the eloquent words witli which 
Napier describes this incident. To do so, however, would 
make my speech too long. I will therefore content 
myself by repeating that brilliant, historian’s concluding 
sentence—“ No age,” he says, “ and no nation, ever 
sent forth braver troops to battle than those who stormed 
Badajoz.” 
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Both battalions of the 5th were employed in the latter 
phases of the Peninsula War, including the battles of 
Salamanca, Vittoria, Nivelle, Orthes and Toulouse. The 
distinguished services of the regiment in this campaign 
alone gained for it no less than twelve battle honours 
besides the honourable soubriquets of “ the Old and 
Bold,” and “ the ever-fighting never-failing fifth”— 
the latter a favourite saying of Wellington’s. 

Despatched in haste from France to Canada in 1814, 
the 5th took part in various border skirmishes with the 
Americans including the action of Plattebfirg. Its stay 
in Canada, however, was brief, for, on news being received 
of Napoleon’s return from Elba, the regiment was hurried 
back to Europe and landed at Os tend, just too late to 
take part in the battle of Waterloo. 

Forty-three years were now to elapse before the oth 
were again in the field. The regiment was at Singapore 
when news was received of the outbreak of the Mutiny 
It was promptly despatched to India; and landing at 
Calcutta on the 4th July 1857, was at once sent up- 
country. By the 2nd August, it fought its first action 
with the rebels, upon whom, at the relief of Arrah, it 
inflicted a signal defeat. From there the regiment pro¬ 
ceeded to Cawnpore, and, as part of Havelock’s force, 
took part in the relief of Lucknow, including the actions 
of Mimgulwar and the Alum Bagh. After joining the 
beleaguered garrison of the Residency, the regiment took 
part in the defence of the latter and of the principal 
buildings around it, until, by the arrival of the troops 
under Sir Colin Campbell, the final relief was effected. 
When the latter withdrew to Cawnpore, the 5th remained 
in observation at the Alum Bagh until the siege and fall' 
of the city in 1858. In these and the operations which 
followed, the regiment gained great renown, Victoria 
Crosses being von by Sergeant Robert Grant, and 
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Privates Peter McManus and Patrick Me Hale, all for 
conspicuous gallantry. 

Another ^0 years were to pass before t he regiment was 
again on service. It proceeded to Afghanistan in 1878,, 
where it took part, in the action of Del) Sarrak and Kara 
Dacca, and in other minor engagements. In 1888 the- 
5th gained their first experience of Indian frontier 
warfare, being employed in the expedition of that year 
against the tribesmen of the Black Mountain. 

In 1898 the 5th were once more in the field, this time' 
under Lord Kitchener. The regiment took part in the 
“crowning mercy,” of Omdurman, which brought about 
the destruction of the Dervish power in the Soudan. 

Scarce a year had elapsed when war was declared on 
the South African Republics, and both battalions of the- 
regiment found themselves engaged in one of the most 
arduous and prolonged campaigns of modern times. The 
battalion, which formed part of Methuen’s force advanc ¬ 
ing to the relief of Kimberley, took part in three fights 
within six days, viz., those of Belmont, Graspan and 
Modder River. 

The story of the services of your regiment in the field 
may now be completed with a brief reference to the 
Moh.mand campaign of 1908, which was the last occasion 
on which the 5th were on active service. 

Owing to cholera the part played by your regiment in 
this short but highly successful campaign was confined 
to the skilfully conducted action at Malta, where it 
acquitted itself with the credit that was to be expected 
of a corps with so distinguished a record. 

Owing to the wide extensions necessary by reason of 
the range, accuracy and rapidity of fire of modern artillery 
and rifles, the carrying of colours in the field has been 
given up, and has become one of the traditions of the post. 
The colours, which I am about to present to you, will 
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thus never be used, as so many of their predecessors have 
been, as a rallying point for your regiment on the battle¬ 
field. But if the practical utility of colours has dis¬ 
appeared, their psychological value has, if anything, 
increased. As symbols of the spirit of devotion to King 
and country, and of the self-sacrifice and esprit de corps 
which ennoble the profession of arms, giving it a glamour 
and distinction that no other calling can claim, colours 
have a real and enduring value which no changes in 
tactics can ever diminish. They express the achieve¬ 
ments and martial traditions of generations of fighting 
Englishmen, and the inspiring memories evoked by read¬ 
ing the battle honours inscribed cm them, act as a power¬ 
ful incentive and example to their descendants, teaching 
the latter how the glorious deeds of their forefathers 
may be emulated, even if they cannot be surpassed. 

It is with the confident assurance that the 5th 
Northumberland Fusiliers will always live up to the 
splendid traditions of their glorious past, that I now 
present these colours. 
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